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To  the  Honourable 


CHARLES    YORKE, 


Attorney  General  to  his  Majefty. 


SIR, 

THE  gratitude,  which  I  owe  you 
for  the  honour,  and  other  im- 
portant    advantages     or      your 
friendfliip,    hath  often    ni::de  me    wifh 
for  an  opportunity  of  making  you  fome 
return  equal,    in  any  degree,    to   your 
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merit,  and  my  own  obligations.  It  was 
therefore  a  very  agreeable  incident  to  me, 
when  by  means  of  your  noble  brother, 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Royfton,  always  at- 
tentive to  inlarge  the  fund  of  hiftory,  as 
well  as  to  encourage  and  reward  every 
attempt  in  favour  of  literature  in  gene- 
ral, there  was  put  into  my  hands  a  vo- 
lume of  original  papers  of  the  great  Lord 
Bacon,  This  volume  v^as,  at  his  Lord- 
fhip's  requeft,  readily  intrufted  with  me 
by  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  whofe  zeal  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  ufeful  learning  of  all  kinds 
bears  a  juil  proportion  to  that,  which  he 
has  fhewn,  in  every  ftation  of  the  church 
filled  by  him,  for  the  fupportof  religion, 
and  for,  what  is  the  moll:  perfed"  fyftem 
of  its  principles,  laws,- and  ^andions, 
Chriftianitv. 
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From  the' long  acauaintance,  with 
which  I  have  been  favoured  by  you,  and 
the  frequent  converfations,  which  we 
have  had  upon  fubjedts,  foreign  to  the 
profefiion,  Vv^hich  you  fo  much  adorn, 
I  well  knev/  your  high  v^encration  for  the 
writings  of  Bacon,  and  your  thorough 
knowledo-e  of  the  moft  abftrufe  of  them. 
Having  therefore,  with  an  application 
little  lefs  than  that  of  decyphering, 
tranfcribed  from  the  firft  draughts,  and 
digeited  into  order,  a  colledlion  of  his 
letters,  little  inferior  in  number,  and 
much  faperior  in  contents,  to  v/hat  the 
world  hath  hitherto  izoxiy  intermixed 
with  other  papers  of  his  of  an  important 
nature,  I  could  not  doubt,  but  that 
the  publifhing  of  them  would  be  no  lefs 
acceptable  to  you,  than,  I  perfuade  my- 
felf,  they  w^ill  be  to  the  public.  For  it 
is  fcarce  to  be  imagined,  but  tl:at  the 
bringing  to   light,    from  obfcurity   and 
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obliviorij  the  remains  of  fo  eminent  a 
perfon,  will   be  thought  an  acquifition 
not  inferior  to  the  difccvery  (if  the  ruins 
of  Herculanum   fhould    afford    fuch  a 
treafure)  of  a  new  fet  of  the  epiftles  of' 
Cicero,   whom   our   immortal    country- 
man molt  remarkably  refemblcd  as   an 
orator,   a   philofopher,  a  writer,  a  law- 
yer   and    a    ftatefman.      The   commu- 
nication   of  them    to    the    public    ap- 
pearing  to    me  a  duty    to   it  and   the 
memory     of    the     author,     to    whom 
could  I,  feparatcly  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  all  perfonal  connexions  and  in- 
ducemicnts,    fo  juftly   prefent   them,  as 
to   him,    whom   every  circumftance  of 
propriety,   and  conformity  of  character, 
in  the  moft  valuable  part  of  it,  pointed 
out  to  me  for  that  purpofe?  Similarity 
of  genius ;  the  fame  extent  of  knowledge 
,in  the  laws  of  our  own  and  other  coun- 
tries, inrichcd  and  adorned  vvith  all  the 

ftores 
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ftores  of  ancient  and  modem  learning; 
the  fame  eloquence  at  the  bar  and  in 
the  fenate ;  an  equal   force  of  writing, 
fhewn  in  a  fmgle  work  indeed,  and  com- 
pofed  at  a  very  early  age,  but  decifive  of 
a  grand  queftion  of  law  and  fandion  of 
government,  the  grounds  of  which  had 
never  before  been  ftated  with  due  pre- 
cifioni  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  difcharge 
of  the  fame  offices  of  King's  Council 
and  Solicitor  and  Attorney  General. 

Thefe  reafons,  Sir,  give  your  name 
an  unqueftionable  right  to  be  prefixed  to 
thefe  pofthumous  pieces.  And  I  hope, 
while  I  am  performing  this  ad  of  juftice, 
I  may  be  excufed  the  ambition  of  pre- 
ferving  my  own  name,  by  uniting  it  with 
thofe  of  Bacon  and  Yorke. 

Your  delicacy  here  reftrains  me  from 
indulging  myfelf  ferther  in  the  ianguage, 
which  truth  and  efteem  would  didatc. 
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But  I  muft  be  allowed  to  add  a  wifh, 
in  which  every  good  man  and  lover  of  his 
country  will  join  with  me,  that  as  there 
nov>^  remains  but  one  ftep  for  you  to 
complete  that  courfe  of  public  fervide 
and  glory,  in  which  you  have  {o  clolely 
followed  your  illuftrious  father,  he,  hap- 
py in  the  moft  important  circumftance 
oi  human  life,  the  characters  and  for- 
tunes of  his  children, 

-•- — -/o/7go  Grdi?7e  Nati^ 
CI  an  om?ie.s  f  atria  pariter  Virtutefudquc^ 

may  live  to  fee  you  poffeffed  of  that 
high  Ration,  v/hich  himfelf  filled  for  al- 
moft  twenty  years,  wdth  a  reputation  fu- 
perior  to  all  the  efforts  of  envy  or  party. 
Nor  is  it  lefs  to  his  honour,  (and  may  it 
be  ycur's  at  a  very  diftant  period)  that, 
tliough  lie  thought  proper  to  retire  from 
that  fbtioii  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  abi- 
lities, he  ftill  continues  to  exert  them  in 
3  a  more 
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a  more  private  fituation,  for  the  general 
benefit  of  his  country ;  enjoying  in  it  the 
noblefk  reward  of  his  fer vices,  an  une- 
qualled authority,  founded  on  the  ac- 
knowledged concurrence  of  the  greateft 
capacity,  experience,  and  integrity. 

I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obh'ged 
and  moft  devoted 
humble  fervant, 


London, 
June  I,   176Z. 


Thomas  Birch^ 
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AS  the  reader  will  undoubtedly  have  fome 
curiofity  about  the  hiftory  of  the  tranf- 
mlffion  of  thefe  papers,  now  prefented 
to  him  at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  and  forty 
years  from  the  date  of  moft  of  them,  though 
the  hand  of  the  incomparable  writer  is  too  con- 
fpicuous  in  them  to  admit  of  any  fufpicion  of 
their  genuinenefs  -,  it  will  be  proper  here  to  give 
him  fome  inform.ation  upon  that  fubje<fl.  Dr. 
Thomas  Tenifon  is  known  to  have  been  the 
editor  of  the  Baconiana,  publlfhcd  at  London 
1679,  though  he  added  only  the  initial  letters 
of  his  name  to  the  account  of  all  the  Lord  Bacon  s 
works  {a)y  fubjoined  to  that  colleftion.  He  had 
been  an  intimate  friend  of,  and  fellow  of  the 
fame  college  {b)  with,  Mr.  William  Rawley, 
only  fon  of  Dr.  William  Rawley,  chaplain  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  and  employed,  by 
his  Lordfhip,  as  pubhfher  of  moft  of  his  works. 

{a)  This  account  is  dated  Nov.  the  30tb,   167S. 
[b)  Benet  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Raivley  dying  in  the  ycth  year  of  his  age, 
June  the  i8th  1667,  near  a  year  after  his 
ion  (c)',  his  executor,  Mr.  John  Rawley,  put 
into  the  hands  of  his  friend  Dr.  Tenifon  thefe 
papers  of  Lord  Bacon,  which  compofed  the 
Baco72iana  ;  and,  probably,  at  the  fame  time,  pre- 
lented  to  him  all  the  red  of  his  Lordfliip's  ma- 
jiufcripts,  which  Dr.  Rawley  had  been  poffeffed 
of,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  make  public.  The 
reafons  of  his  referve  appear  from  Dr.  Tenifon's 
account  (d)  cited  above,  to  have  been,  *'  that 
*'  he  judged  feme  papers  touching  matters  of 
*'  jiate  to  tread  too  near  to  the  heels  of  truth, 
"  and  to  the  times  of  the  perfons  concerned  : 
"  and  that  he  thought  his  Lordfhip's  letters 
"^  concerning  his  fall  might  be  injurious  to 
*'  his  honour,  and  caufe  the  old  wounds  of  it 
*'  to  bleed  anew."  But  this  is  a  delicacy,  which, 
though  fuitable  to  the  age  in  which  Dr.  Rawley 
lived,  and  to  the  relation,  under  which  he  had 
flood  to  his  noble  patron,  ought  to  have  no 
iorce  in  ether  times  and  circumftances,  nor  ever 
to  be  too  much  indulged  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
rights  of  hiftorical  truth. 

Dr.  Tenifon  being,  foon  after  the  publication 
of  the  Baconiana^  removed  from  the  more  pri- 
vate ftation  of  a  country  living  to  the  vicarage 
of  St.  Martin's  in  the  fields,  Weftminfter,  and, 

(t)  who  was  buried  the  'i^  of  July,  1666. 
(d)  p.  81. 

after 
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after  the  Revolution,  advanced  to  the  Biflioprlc 
of  Lincoln,  and  at  laft  to  the  Archbifliopric  of 
Canterbury,  had  fcarce  leifure,  if  he  had  been 
inclined,  to  felefl:  more  of  the  papers  of  his  ad- 
mired  Bacon.     Thefe  therefore,   with  the  reft 
of  his  manufcripts,   not  already  depofited  in  the 
library  at   Lambeth,  were   left  by  him  in  his 
laft  will,    dated  the  nth  of  April    171 5,  to 
his  chaplain,   Dr.  Edmund  Gibfon,  then  Reftor 
of  Lambeth,   and  afterwards  fucceffively  Bifliop 
of  Lincoln  and  London,  and  to  Mr.  (afterwards 
Dr.)   Eenjam   Ibbot,    who  had  fucceeded    Dr. 
Gibfon  as  Library-Keeper  to  his  Grace.     Dr. 
Ibbot  dying  (e)  many  years  before  Bifliop  Gib- 
fon, the  whole  colledion  of  Archbifliop  Teni- 
fon's  papers  came  under  the  difpofition  of  that 
Bifhop,   who  directed    his  two   executors,  the 
late  Dr.  Bettefv/orth,  Dean  of  the  Arches,  and 
his  elded  fon,   George  Gibfon,  Efq;  to  depofite 
them,   with  the  addition  of  many  others  of  his 
own  colleaing,  in    the   manufcript   library   at 
Lambeth  :   and  accordingly,  after  his  Lord/hip's 
death,  which  happened .  on  the  6th   of  Sept. 
1748,  all  thefe  manufcripts  were  delivered  by 
his  faid  executors    to  Archbilhop  Herring,  oa 
the  2ift  of  Oftober  of  that  year,   and  placed  in 
the  library  on  the  23d  of  February  following. 
But  as  they   lay  undigefted  in  bundles,   and  in 
that  condition  were  neither  convenient  for  ufe, 
(^)  the  nth  of  Apri],  1725. 

nor 
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nor  fecure  from  damage,  his  Grace  the  prefent 
Archbifliop  direfled  them  to  be  methodized  and 
bound  up  in  volumes  with  proper  indexes,  which 
was  done  by  his  learned  hbrarian,  Andrew  Col- 
tee  Ducarel,  LL.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and 
Antiquarian  Societies,  to  whofe  knowledge, 
induftry,  and  love  of  hiflory  and  antiquities, 
the  valuable  library  of  manufcripts  of  the 
Archiepifcopal  See  of  Canterbury  is  highly  in- 
debted tor  the  order,  in  which  it  is  now  ar- 
ranged ;  and  by  whofe  obliging  and  communi- 
cating temper  it  is  rendered  generally  ufeful. 
Bifhop  Gibfon's  collection,  including  what  is 
the  chief  part  of  it,  that  of  Archbifliop  Tenifon, 
fills  fourteen  large  volumes  in  folio.  The  eighth 
of  thefe  confifts  merely  of  Lord  Bacon's 
papers. 

Of  them  principally,  the  v/ork,  which  I  now 
offer  the  public,  is  formed ;  nor  has  any  paper 
been  admitted  into  it  that  had  been  publiflied 
before,  except  two  of  Lord  Bacon's  letters, 
which  having  been  difguifcd  and  mutilated  in 
all  former  impreffions,  were  thought  proper  to 
be  reprinted  here,  together  with  two  other  let- 
ters of  his  Lordihip ;  one  on  the  remarkable 
cafe  of  Peacham,  the  other  accompanying  his 
prefent  to  King  James  L  of  his  NGvum  Orga- 
num.  Thefe  letters  I  was  unwilling  to  omit, 
becaufe  the  colledion,  in  which  they  have  lately 

appear- 
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appeared,  intkled  by  the •  very  learned  and  in- 
genious editor,  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Bart. 
Memorials  end  Letters  relatijig  to  the  Kijhry  of 
Britain  iit  the  reign  of  Raines  the  Fir  11^  publified 
from  the  OriginaJsy  at  Glafgovv  1762,  in  Svo, 
is  likely  to  be  much  lefs  known  in  England, 
from  the  fmalhiefs  of  the  number  of  printed 
-copies,  than  it  deferves. 

The  general  rule,  which  I  have  prefcribed 
myfelf,  of  publifhing  only  what  is  new,  re- 
ftrained  me  from  adding  thofe  letters  written  in 
the  earlier  part  of  Mr.  Francis  Bacon's  life 
which  I  had  before  published  from  the  origi- 
nals, found  among  the  papers  of  his  brother 
Antony,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  ^een 
Elizabeth,  from  the  Tear  158 1  to  her  death. 

The  example  of  the  greateft  men,  in  pre- 
ferving  in  their  editions  of  the  claffics  the  fmall- 
eft  remains  of  their  writings,  will  be  a  full  jufti- 
ficatlon  of  my  induftry  in  coUeding  and  infertino- 
even  the  fragments  of  a  writer  equal  to  the  moft 
valuable  of  the  ancients.  Nor  will  the  can- 
did and  intelligent  objed:  to  the  leaft  confide- 
rable  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^^  letters, 
fince  they  acquire  an  importanceVrom  the  rank 
and  charadter  of  the  writer,  as  well  as  from 
their  carrying  on  the  feries  of  his  corrcfpon- 
dence,  acquainting  us  with  new  fafts,  or  aicer-- 

taining 
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taining  old  ones  with  additional  evidence  and 
circumftances,  and  fhewing  the  extent  of  that 
authority  and  influence,  which  his  fituation,  as 
a  favourite,  gave  him  in  all  parts  of  the  go- 
vernment, even  as  high  as  the  feat  of  juftice 
itfelf. 
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P.  6.  1.  24.  anchoft  as  it  is  in  the  original,  Ihould  probably  be 

anchorite, 
112.  paragr.  3.  1.  l.  for  Prcvo^s  r.  Pro-vofis, 
218.  1.  10.  for  Vanbore  r.  Vanlore. 
226.  1.  5.  for  manes  r.  ma?ios. 
291.  note  (t)  infert,  at  the  beginning  of  that  note,  Either  ]o\\n 

Murray,    of  the  Kin£s  Bed-Cbamber,    mentioned  above,  p.  45, 

note  (r) ;  or  [Thomas,  &c.] 
336.  1.  16.  fove^imendi  r.  erigendi. 
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O    F 

Lord  Chancellor  Bacon. 


Mr.  Francis   Bacon   to  Sir  John   Puckering, 

Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  (a). 

My  Lord, 

IT  is  a  great  grief  unto  me,  joined  with  marvel], 
that  her  Majefly  fliould  retain  an  hard  conceit  of 
my  fpeeches  in  parliament  (b).  It  might  pleafe 
her  facred  Majefty  to  think  what  my  end  Thould  be 
in  thofe  fpeeches,  if  it  were  not  duty,  and  duty 
alone.  I  am  not  fo  fimple,  but  I  know  the  common 
beaten  way  to  pleafe.  And  whereas  popularity  hath 
been  objeded,  I  mufe  what  care  I  fhould  take  to 
pleafe  many,  that  take  a  courfe  of  life  to  deal 
with  few.  On  the  other  fide,  her  Majeily's  grace 
and  particular  favour  towards  me  hath  been  fuch,  as 
I  efteem  no  worldly  thing  above  the  comfort  to  enjoy 
it,  except  it  be  the  confcience  to  deferve  it.     But  if 

{a)  Karl.  MSS.  Vol.  286.  N°  129.  fol.  232. 

(/;)  on  Wednefday  the  7th  of  March,  159I,  upon  the  three 
fiibfidies  demanded  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  to  which  he 
afTent^ed,  but  not  to  the  payment  of  them  under  ilx  years,  ur^ng 
the  jieceffities  of  the  people,  the  danger  of  raifng  public  difcon- 
tcntment,  and  the  fetting  of  an  evil  precedent  aga'i.il  themfelves 
and  their  pcvilerity.  Sec  Sir  bimonds  D'Ewes's  Journals,  p.  493. 
He  fat  in  that  pafliament,  which  met  November  19,  1592,  and 
was  dlflblved  10  April,  1593,  as  one  of  the  knights  of  the  iMre 
for  Mvialefex. 

B  the 
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the  not  feconding  of  fome  particular  perlon's  opinion 
fnall  beprefumption,  and  to  differ  upon  the  manner 
inall  be  to  impeach  the  end  ^  it  fliall  teach  my  devo- 
tion not  to  exceed  wifhes,  and  thofe  in  filcnce.  Yet 
notwithdanding  (to  fpeak  vainly  as  in  grief)  it  may 
be  her  Majefty  hath  difcouraged  as  good  a  heart,  as 
ever  looked  toward  her  fervice,  and  as  void  of  felf- 
iove.  And  fo  in  more  grief  than  I  can  well  exprefs, 
and  m.uch  more  than  I  can  well  diifemble,  I  leave 
your  Lordfliip,  being  as  ever. 

Your  Lordfhip's  intirely  devoted,  &c. 


"The  firft  copy  of  my  difcourfe  touching  the  fafety  of  the 
^een's  perfon. 

These  be  the  principal  remedies,  I  could  think  of, 
for  extirping  the  principal  caufe  of  thofe  confpiracies, 
by  the  breaking  the  neft  of  thofe  fugitive  traitors, 
and  the  fining  them  full  of  terror,  delpair,  jealoufy, 
and  revolt.  And  it  is  true,  I  thought  of  fome  other 
remedies,  which,  becaufe  in  mine  own  conceit  I  did 
not  fo  well  allow,  I  therefore  do  forbear  to  exprefs. 
And  fo  likewife  I  have  thought,  and  thought  again, 
of  the  means  to  flop  and  divert  as  well  the  attempts 
of  violence,  as  poifon,  in  the  performance  and  exe- 
cution. But  not  knowing  how  my  travell  miay  be 
accepted,  being  the  unwarranted  wifhes  of  a  private 
m.an,  I  leave  ;  humbly  praying  her  Majefly's  pardon, 
if  in  the  zeal  of  my  fmiplicity  I  have  roved  at  things 
above  my  aim. 

ne  firfl  fragments  of  a  difcourfe^  touching  intelligence 
and  the  fafety  of  the  ^eeyi^s  perfon. 

The  firil  remedy,  in  my  poor  opinion,  is  that, 
againft  which,  as  1  conceive,  leafl  exception  can  be 
t^ken,  as  a  thing,  without  con nroverfy,  honourable 

and 
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and   politic;    and  that  is    reputation   of  good   in- 
telligence.     I    {^j   not   only  gccd   intellire^jce,    but 
the  refutation  and  fame  thereof.      For  I  fee/   that 
where  booths  are  fet  for  watching  thievifh  places, 
there  is  no  more  robbing :    and  though  no  doubt 
the  watchmen  many  times  are  afleep,  or  away  v  yet 
that  is  m.ore    than   the  thief  knoweth  ;    fo  as  the 
empty  booth  is  ilrength  and  fafeguard  enough.     So 
likewile,   if  there   be  Ibwn  an  opinion  abroad,  tha: 
her  Maje%  hath  much  fecret  intelligence,  and  that 
all  IS  full  of  foies  and  falfe  brethrerT;  the  fugitives 
will  grow  into  fuch  a  mutual  jealoufy  and  fuipicion 
one  of  another,  as  they  will  not  have  the  confidence 
to  confpire  together,  not  knowing  whom  to  truft ; 
and  thinking  all  pradice  bootlefs,  as  that,  which  is 
aflured  to  be  difcovered.     And  to  this  purpofe,  to 
ipeak   reverently,    as    becometh  me,    as   I  do   not 
doubt,  but  thofe  honourable  counfellors,  to  whom  it 
doth  appertain,  do  carefully  and  fufficiently  provide 
and  take  order,  that  her  Majefty  receive  good  in- 
telligence ;  fo  yet,   under  correction,  methmks  it  is 
not  done  with  that  glory  and  note  of  the  ^\^rld,  ' 
which  was  in  Mr.  Secretary  Walfingham's  {c)  time  : 
and  in  this  cafe,  as  was  faid,  o-pinio  veritate  \iajo;\ 

The  fecond  remedy  I  deliver  with  lefs  aiTurance, 
as  that,  which  is  more  removed  from  the  compafs  of 
mine  underflanding :  and  that  is,  to  treat  and  negotiate 
with  the  King  of  Spain,  or  Archduke  Erneft  (d), 

who 

(0  Who  died  April  6,  1590.  After  his  death  the  burinefs 
or  lecretar)'  of  irute  appears  to  be  chiefly  done  by  Mr.  Robert 
Cecil,  who  was  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Theobald''s, 
about  tne  beginning  of  June,  1591,  and  in  Auguft  foUowine 
iworn  of  the  pnvy-council  j  but  not  adtualJy  appointed  fecretarv 
ofilate  till  July  5,  1596.  ^ 

(d)  Erneft/Arcii'diikcof  Aultris,  fon  of  the  Emperor  Mcvi- 
mihan  II,  and  governor  of  the  Low  Countries,  upon  which 
government  h^e  entered  in  June,  1,-94;  "^^^  held  it  only  a  fl-.ort 
time,  dving  February  ^;  following.  It  u as  probably  in  pr.r- 
fuance  of  the  advic.  of  Mr.  Franci?  B.con  in  tkis  paper,  that 
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who  refides  in  the  place,  where  thefe  confpiracies  arc 
moft  forged,  upon  the  point  of  the  law  of  nations, 
upon  which  kind  of  points,  princes  enemies  may  with 
honour  negotiate,  viz.  that,  contrary  to  the  fame 
law  of  nations,  and  the  facred  dignity  of  kings,  and 
the  honour  of  arms,  certain  of  her  Majefty's  fubjecls 
(if  it  be  not  thought  meet  to  impeach  any  of  his  mi^ 
nifters)  refuged  in  his  dominions,  have  confpired 
and  pradlifed  affafllnation  againft  her  Majefty's 
perfon. 

{e)  ne  fpeeches  drawn  up  by  Afr.  Francis  Bacon /^r 
the  Earl  of  EJJex  in  a  device  (f)  exhibited  by  his 
Lordfhip  before  ^e en  Elizabeth,  on  the  anniver- 
fary  of  her  acceffion  to  the  throne^   'November  17, 

*The  Sqvikz's  fpeech. 

MOST  excellent  and  moft  glorious  Queen,  give 
me  leave,  I  befeech  your  Majefty,  to  offer  my 
matter's  complaint  and    petition  s   complaint,  that 

coming 

Queen  Elizabeth  Tent  to  the  Archduke,  in  1594,  to  complain  of 
the  defigns,  which  had  been  formed  againft  her  life  by  the 
Count  de  Fuentes,  and  Don  Diego  de  Ibarra,  and  other  Spanifn 
minifters  concerned  in  governing  the  Low  Countries  after  the  death 
of  Alexander  Duke  of  Parma  in  December  1592,  and  by  the 
Englifh  fugitives  there  ;  and  to  defire  him  to  fignify  thofe  fafts 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  order  that  he  might  vindicate  his  own 
charader,  by  punifhing  his  minifters,  and  delivering  up  to  her 
fuch  fugitives,  as  were  parties  in  fuch  defigns.  Cam^c/ri  Jmal-ss 
Eliz.  Regin^f  p.  625.     Edit.  Lugduni  Bat.  1625. 

(0  Biihop  Gibfon's  Papers,   Vol.  V.  N°  118. 

(f^  An  account  of  this  dc--jics,  which  was  much  applauded. 
Is  given  by  Mr.  Rowland  Whyte  to  Sir  Robert  Sydney,  in  a 
letter  dated  at  London,  Saturday  the  22d  of  November,  1595, 
and  printed  in  the  Letters  and  Mcmoriah  of  State  of  the  Sydney 
Family,  Vol.  I.  p.  562.  According  to  this  letter,  the  Earl  of 
EfTex,  fome  confiderable  time  before"  he  came  himfelf  into  the 
Tilt-yard,  fent  his  page  with  feme  fpeech  to  the  Queen,  who 

returned 


Lord  Chancellor  BACON.  s 

coming  hither  to  your  Majefty's  mofl  happy  day,  he 
is  tormented  with  the  importunity  of  a  melancholy 
dreaming  hermit,  a  mutinous  brain-fick  foldier,  and 
a  bufy  tedious  fecretary.  His  petition  is,  that  he 
may  be  as  free  as  the  reft  -,  and,  at  leaft  while  he  is 
here,  troubled  with  nothing  but  with  care  how  to 
pleafe  and  honour  you. 

returned  with  her  Majefty's  glove ;  and  when  his  lordfhip  came 
himfelf,  he  was  met  by  an  old  hermit,  a  fecretary  of  Hate,  a  brave 
foldier,  and  an  efquirc.  The  firft  prefented  him  with  a  book 
of  meditations ;  the  fecond  v.  ith  political  difcourfes ;  the  third 
with  orations  of  bravely  fought  battles  ;  the  fourth  was  his  own 
follower,  to  whom  the  other  three  imparted  much  of  their  pur- 
pofe  before  the  Earl  came  in.  **  Another,  afiJs  Mr.  Whyte^ 
*'  devifed  with  him,  perfuading  him  to  this  and  that  courfe  of 
**  life,  according  to  their  inclinations.  Comes  into  the  Tilt-yard, 
**  unthought  upon,  the  ordinary  pofl-boy  of  London,  a  ragged 
"  villain,  all  bcmired,  upon  a  poor  lean  jade,  galloping  and 
**  blowing  for  life,  and  delivered  the  fecretary  a  packet  of  let- 
•♦  ters,  which  he  prefently  offered  my  Lord  of  t  ffex.  And  with 
"  this  dumb  fhew  our  eyes  were  fed  for  that  time.  In  the  after- 
<*  fupper,  before  the  Queen,  they  firft  delivered  a  well-penned 
**  fpeech  to  move  this  worthy  knight  to  leave  his  following  of 
**  love,  and  to  betake  him  to  heavenly  meditation ;  the  fecrc- 
**  tary's  all  tending  to  have  him  follow  matters  of  ftate ;  the 
**  foldier's  perfuading  him  to  the  war;  but  the  fquire  anfwered 
*'  them  all,  and  concluded  with  an  excellent,  but  too  plain, 
**  Englilh,  that  this  kiiight  would  never  forfkke  his  miftrefs's 
**  love,  whofe  virtue  made  all  his  thoughts  divine  ;  whofe  wii^ 
"  dom  taught  him  all  true  policy  ;  v/hofe  beauty  and  worth  were 
**  at  all  times  able  to  make  him  fit  to  command  armies.  He 
**  fhewed  all  the  defedls  and  imperfections  of  all  their  times ; 
"  and  therefore  thought  his  courfe  of  life  to  be  beft  in  fervang 
**  his  miftrefs."  Mr.  Whyte  then  mentions,  that  the  part  of  the 
old  hermit  was  performed  by  him,  who  at  Cambridge  played 
that  of  Giraldi ;  that  Morley  afted  the  fecretary  ;  and  that  the 
foldier  was  ftprefented  by  him,  v/ho  aCled  the  pedant,  and  that 
Mr.  Tobie  Matthew  was  the  fquire  "  The  world,  fays  Mr. 
^*  Why^e,  makes  many  untrue  conftruCtions  of  thefe  Ipeeches, 
"  comparing  the  hermit  and  the  fecretary  to  two  of  the  lords ; 
"  and  the  foldier  to  Sir  Roger  Williams.  But  the  Queen  laid, 
**  that  if  ihe  had  thought  there  had  been  fo  much  faid  of  her, 
**  Ihe  would  not  have  been  there  that  night ;  and  fo  went  to 
^*  bed." 

B    2  th^ 
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"The  Hermit'j  fpecch  in  the  frefence. 

Though  our  ends  be  diverfe,  and  therefore  ma^/ 
be  one  more  juft  than  another  -,  yet  the  complaint  of 
this  Squire  is   general,    and   therefore  alike  unjuft 
againft  us  all.     Albeit  he  is   angry,  that  we  offer 
ourfelves  to  his  mailer  uncalled,  and  forgets  we  come 
not  of  ourfelves,  but  as  the  mefiengers  of  felf-love, 
from  whom,  all  that  comes,  fliould  be  well  taken. 
He  faith,  when  we  come,  we  are  importunate.     If 
he  mean,  that  we  err  in  form,  we  have  that  of  his 
mailer,  who  being  a  lover,  ufeth  no  other  form  of 
folliciting.     If  he  will  charge  us  to  err  in  matter,  I 
for  my  part  will  prefently  prove,  that  I  perfuade  him 
to  nothing  but  for  his  own  good.     For  I  wifh  him 
to  leave  turning  over  the  book  of  fortune,  which  is 
but  a  play  for  children  •,  when  there  be  fo  many  books 
of  truth  and  knov/ledge,  better  worthy  the  revolving  v 
and  not  fix  his  viev/  only  upon  a  pi6lure  in  a  little 
table,   when  there  be  fo  many  tables  of  hiilories, 
yea  to  life,  excellent  to  behold  and  admire.     Whe- 
ther he  believe  me  or  no,  there  is  no  prifon  to  the 
prifon  of  the  thoughts,   which  are  free  under  the 
greatefl  tyrants.     Shall  any  man  make  his  conceit, 
as  an  anchor,  mured  up  with  the  compafs  of  one 
beauty  or  perfon,  that  miay  have  the  liberty  of  all 
contemplation  ?  Shall  he  exchange  the  fweet  travel- 
ling through  the  univerfal  variety,  for  one  wearifome 
and  endlefs  round  or  labyrinth  ?    Let  thy  mafler. 
Squire,  offer  his  fervice  to   the  nrnfes.     It  is  long 
fmce  they  received  any  into  their  court.     They  give 
alms  continually  at  their  gate,  that  many  come  to 
live  upon  \  but  few  they  have  ever  admitted  into 
their  palace.     There  fhall  he  find  fecrets  not  dange- 
rous to  know  •,  fides  and  parties  not  fa6lious  to  hold; 
precepts  and  commandments  not  penal  to  difobey. 
The  crardens  of  love,  wherein  he  now  placeth  him- 

felf, 
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fclf,  are  frefh  to  day,  and  fading  to-morrow,  as  the 
fun  comforts  them,  or  is  turned  from  them.  But 
the  gardens  of  the  mufes  keep  thre  privilege  of  the 
golden  age  •,  they  ever  flourish,  and  are  in  league 
with  time.  The  monuments  of  v/it  furvive  the 
monuments  of  power.  The  verfes  of  a  poet  en- 
dure without  a  fyllable  loft,  while  ilates  and  empires 
pals  many  periods.  Let  him  not  think  he  Ihall  de- 
fcend ;  for  he  is  now  upon  a  hill,  as  a  fhip  is 
mounted  upon  the  ridge  of  a  wave  :  but  that  hill 
of  the  mufes  is  above  tempefts,  always  clear  and 
calm  ;  a  hill  of  the  goodlieit  difcovery,  that  man 
can  have,  being  a  profpedh  upon  all  the  errors  and 
wanderings  of  the  prefent  and  former  times.  Yea, 
in  fome  chff  it  leadeth  the  eye  beyond  the  horizon 
of  tim.e,  and  giveth  no  obfcure  divinations  of  times 
to  come.  So  that  if  he  will  indeed  lead  vitmn  litakr,:^ 
a  life,  that  unites  fafety  and  dignity,  pleafure  and 
merit  •,  if  he  will  v/in  admiration  v/ithout  envy ;  if 
he  will  be  in  the  feaft,  and  not  in  the  throng  \  in 
the  light,  and  not  in  the  heat ;  let  him  embrace  the 
life  of  fiudy  and  contemplation.  And  if  he  will  ac- 
cept of  no  other  reafon,  yet  becaufe  the  gift  of  the 
mufes  v/ill  enworthy  him  in  love,  and  where  he  nov/ 
looks  on  his  miftrels's  cutfide  with  the  eyes  of  fenfe, 
which  are  dazzled  and  amazed,  he  fhall  then  behold 
her  high  perfections  and  heavenly  mind  v/ith  the  eyes 
of  judgement,  which  grow  ftronger  by  more  nearly 
and  more  dirc6lly  viewing  iuch  an  objecl:. 


I^he  Soldier'j   fpeech. 

Squire,  the  good  old  man  hath  faid  well  to  you  ; 
but  I  dare  fay,  thou  vv'ouldft  be  forry  to  leave  to 
carry  thy  mailer's  fnield,  and  to  carry  his  books  : 
and  I  am  lure  thy  mafter  had  rather  be  a  falcon,  a 
'bird  of  prey,  than  a  finging  bird   in.  a  cage.     Tiie 

B  4  mufes 
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mufes  are  to  ferve  martial  man,  to  fing  their  famoui 
adlions ;  and  not  to  be  ferved  by  them.  Then 
hearken  to  me. 

It  is  the  v/ar,  that  giveth  all  fpirits  of  valour, 
not  only  honour,  but  contentment.  For  mark, 
whether  ever  you  did  fee  a  man  grown  to  any  ho- 
nourable commandment  in  the  wars,  but  whenioever 
he  gave  it  over,  he  was  ready  to  die  with  melancho- 
ly ?  Such  a  fweet  felicity  is  in  that  noble  exerciie, 
that  he,  that  hath  tailed  it  thoroughly,  is  diftafied. 
for  all  oi  ler.  And  no  marvell  •,  for  if  the  hunter 
takes  fucn  iblace  in  his  chace  •,  if  the  matches  and 
wagers  of  fport  pafs  away  with  fuch  fatisfadlion  and 
delight ;  if  the  looker  on  be  affected  with  pleafure 
in  he  reprefentation  of  a  feigned  tragedy  *,  ihink 
what  cortentment  a  man  receiveth,  when  they,  that 
are  equal  to  him  in  nature,'  from  the  hight  of  info- 
Itncy  and  fury  are  brought  to  the  condition  of  a 
chaced  p.'ey  ;  when  a  vidory  is  obtained,  whereof  the 
victories  of  games  are  but  counterj-eits  and  fhadows ; 
and  when,  in  a  lively  tragedy,  a  man's  enemies  are 
facrificed  before  his  eyes  to  his  fortune. 

Then  for  the  dignity  of  military  profeffion,  is  it 
not  the  trueil  and  perfedleil  practice  of  all  virtues  ? 
of  wifdom,  in  difpofing  thole  things,  which  are 
moll  iubject  to  confufion  and  accident :  of  juftice,  in 
continual  diflributing  rewards  :  of  temperance,  in 
exercifmg  of  the  ftraitefl  difcipline  :  of  fortitude,  in 
toleration  of  all  labours  and  abflinence  from  effemi- 
nate delights  :  of  conflancy,  in  bearing  and  digefling 
the  greateft  variety  of  fortune.  So  that  when  all 
other  places  and  profeflions  require  but  their  feveral 
virtues,  a  brave  leader  in  the  wars  muft  be  accom- 
plilhed  with  all.  It  is  the  wars,  that  arc  the  tribunal 
feat,  where  the  highefl  rights  and  pofleflions  are  de- 
cided ;  the  occupation  of  kings,  the  root  of  nobi- 
lity-, the  prote6lion  of  all  eflates.  And  laftly,  lovers 
never  thought  their  profeflionfufficiently  graced,  till 

they 
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they  have  compared  it  to  a  warfare.  All,  that  in 
any  other  profellion  can  be  willied  fur,  is  but  :o  live 
happily  :  but  to  be  a  brave  commander  in  the  field, 
death  itfelf  doth  crown  the  head  with  glor}^  There- 
fore, Squire,  let  thy  mafter  go  with  me  ;  and  though 
he  be  refolved  in  the  purfuit  of  his  love,  let  hi.n  af- 
pire  to  it  by  the  nobleft  means.  For  ladies  count  it 
no  honour  to  fubdue  them  with  their  faireft  eyes,^ 
which  will  be  daunted  wuh  the  fierce  encounter  of 
an- enemy.  And  they  will  quickly  difcern  a  cham- 
pion fit  to  wear  their  glove  from  a  page  not  w^orthy 
to  carry  their  pantofle.  Therefore  I  fay  again,  let 
him  leek  his  fortune  in  the  field,  where  he  may  either 
lofe  his  love,  or  find  new  argument  to  advance  it. 


The  StatesmanV  fptech. 

Squire,  my  advice  to  thy  mafter  fhall  be  as  a 
token  wrapped  up  in  words  -,  but  then  will  it  Ihew 
itfelf  fair,  when  it  is  unfolded  in  his  a6lions.  To  wiih 
him  to  change  from  one  humour  to  another,  were 
but  as  if,  for  the  cure  of  a  man  in  pain,  cne  fhould 
advife  him  to  lie  upon  the  other  fide,  but  not  enable 
him  to  ftand  on  his  feet.  If  from  a  iangulne  de- 
lightful humour  of  iove,  he  turn  to  a  melancholy  re- 
tired humou^  of  contemplation,  or  a  turbulent  boil- 
ing humour  of  the  wars  ;  what  doth  he  but  change 
tyrants  ?  Contemplation  is  a  dream  •,  love  a  trance ; 
and  the  humour  of  war  is  raving.  Thefe  be  fnifts 
of  humour,  but  no  reclaiming  to  reafon.  I  debar 
him  not  ftudies  nor  books,  to  give  him  ftay  and  va- 
riety of  conceit,  to  refrefh  his  mind,  to  cover  floth 
and  indifpofition,  and  to  draw  to  him  from  thofe, 
that  are  Itudious,  refped  and  commendation.  But 
let  him  beware^  left  they  pofl^efs  not  too  much  of  his 
time  •,  that  they  abftracl  not  his  judgement  from 
prefent  experience^   nor  make  him  prefume  upon 

knowing 
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knowing  much,  to  appl7  the  lefs.     For  the  wars, 
1  deny  him  no  enterprife,  that  ihall  be  worthy  ir> 
grcatnefs,    hkcly  in  fuccefs,  or  neceffary  in  duty  • 
not  mixed  with  any  circumflance  of  jealoufy,  but 
duly  laid  upon  him.     But  I  would  nbr  have  him 
take  the  alarm  from  his  own  humour,  but  from  the 
occafion  ;  and  I  would  again  he  Ihould  know  an  em- 
ployment  from  a  difcourting.     And  for  his  love,  let 
It  not  difarm  his  heart  within,  as  it  make  him  too 
credulous  to  favours,  nor  too  tender  to  unkindnefTes, 
nor  too  apt  to  depend  upon  the  heart  he  knows  not! 
IN  ay,  m  his  demonftration  of  love,   let  him  not  era 
too  far ;  for  thefe  feely  lovers,when  they  profefs  fud> 
inhnite  affedion  and  obligation,  they  tax  themfelves 
at  lo  high  a  rate,   that  they  are  ever  under  arrefl 
it  makes  their  fervice  feem  nothing,  and  every  cavil 
or  imputation  very  great.     But  what.  Squire,  is  thy 
mafter  s  end  ?  If  to  make  the  prince  happy  he  ferves 
let  the  inftrudlions  to  employ  men,  the  relations  of 
ambaffadors,  the  treaties  between  princes,  and  ac* 
tions  of  the  prefent  time,  be  the  books  he  reads- 
let  the  oratibns  of  wife  princes,   or  experimented 
counfellors  in  council  or  parliament,  and  the  final 
ientences  of  grave  and  learned  judges  in  weighty 
and  doubtful  caufes,  be  the  lefturers  he  frequents. 
i.et  the  holding  ot  affedion  with  confederates  with- 
out charge,    the  fruftrating  of  the  attempts  of  ene- 
mies without  battles,  the  intitling  of  the  crown  to 
new  pofleffions  v/ithouc  Ihew  of  wrong,  the  filhncy  of 
the  prince's  coffers  without  violence,    the  keeplncr 
of  men  in  appetite  without  impatience,  be  the  inven"^ 
tions  he  feeks  out.     Let  policy  and  matters  of  ftate 
be  the  chief,  and  almofl  the  only  thing,  he  intend^ 
But  if   he   will  believe  PhHautia,    and   feek  mofl 
his  own  happinefs,  he  muft  not  of  them  embrace 
all  kinds,  but  make  choice,  and  avoid  all  matter  of 
peril,  difpleafure,  and  charge,  and  turn  them  over 
to  lom.e  novices,  that  know  not  manacles  from  brace^ 

lets. 
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lets,  nor  burdens  from  robes.  For  himfelf,  let  him 
iet  for  matters  of  commodity  and  ftrength,  though 
they  be  joined  with  envy.  Let  him  not  trouble 
himfelf  too  laborioufly  to  found  into  any  matter 
deeply,  or  to  execute  any  thing  exadlly  •,  but  let 
himfelf  make  himfelf  cunning  rather  in  the  humours 
and  drifts  of  perfons,  than  in  the  nature  of  bufinefs 
and  affairs.  Of  that  it  fufficeth  to  know  only  fo 
much,  as  may  make  him  able  to  make  ufe  of  other 
men's  wits,  and  to  make  again  a  fmooth  and  pleafmg 
report.  Let  him  entertain  the  propofition  of  others, 
and  ever  rather  let  him  have  an  eye  to  the  circum- 
flances,  than  to  the  matter  itfelf  •,  for  then  (hall  he 
ever  feem  to  add  fomewhat  of  his  own  :  and  befides, 
when  a  man  doth  not  forget  fo  much  as  a  circum- 
fiance,  men  do  think  his  wit  doth  fuperabound  for 
the  fubftance.  In  his  counfels  let  him  not  be  con- 
fident ;  for  that  will  rather  make  him  obnoxious  to 
the  fuccefs ;  but  let  him  follow  the  wifdom  of  ora- 
cles, which  uttered  that,  which  might  ever  be  ap- 
plied to  the  event.  And  ever  rather  let  him  take 
the  fide,  which  is  likeliefl  to  be  followed,  than  that 
which  is  foundefl  and  bed,  that  every  thing  may 
feem  to  be  carried  by  his  diredlion.  To  conclude, 
let  him  be  true  to  himfelf,  and  avoid  all  tedious 
reaches  of  ftate,  that  are  not  merely  pertinent  to  his 
particular.  And  if  he  will  needs  purfue  his  aftedlion, 
and  go  on  his  courfe,  what  can  fo  much  advance 
him  in  his  own  way  }  The  merit  of  war  is  too  out- 
wardly glorious  to  be  inwardly  grateful :  and  it  is  the 
exile  of  his  eyes,  which  looking  with  fuch  affection 
upon  the  pidure,  cannot  but  with  inf  nite  contentment 
behold  the  life.  But  when  his  miftrefs  fhall  perceive, 
that  his  endeavours  are  become  a  true  fupport  of 
her,  a  difcharge  of  her  care,  a  watchman  .of  her  per- 
fon,  a  fcholar  of  her  wifdom,  an  inflrument  of  her 
operation,  and  a  conduit  of  her  virtue  ;  this,  with 
bis  diligences,  acceiTe<?,  humilit\%  and  patience,  m.ay 
A  move 
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move  him  to  give  her  further  degrees  and  approaches 
to  her  favour.  So  that  I  conclude,  I  have  traced 
him  the  way  to  that,  which  hath  been  granted  to 
fome  few,  amare  et  fapere^  to  love  and  be  wife. 


The  reply  of  the  Squire. 

Wandering  Hermit,  ftorming  Soldier,  and  hollow 
Statefman,  the  inchanting  orators  oi  Philautia^  which 
have  attempted  by  your  high  charms  to  turn  refolved 
Erophilus  into  a  itatue  deprived  of  aclion,  or  into  a 
vulture  attending  about  dead  bodies,  or  into  a  mon^ 
Her  with  a  double  heart ;  wdth  infinite  affurance, 
but  with  jufl  indignation,  and  forced  patience,  I 
have  fuiFercd  you  to  bring  in  play  your  whole 
forces.  For  I  would  not  vouchfafe  to  combat  you 
one  by  one,  as  if  I  trufled  to  the  goodnefs  of  my 
breath,  and  not  the  goodnefs  of  my  ftrength,  which 
little  needeth  the  advantage  of  your  fevering,  and 
much  iefs  of  your  difagreeing.  Therefore,  firft,  I 
would  know  of  you  all  what  aflurance  you  have  of 
the  fruit,  whereto  you  afpire. 

You,  Father,  that  pretend  to  truth  and  knowledge, 
how  are  you  afTured,  that  you  adore  not  vain  chi- 
masra*s  and  imaginations  ?  that  in  your  high  pro- 
fpe6t,  when  you  think  men  wander  up  and  down  ; 
that  they  ftand  not  indeed  ftili  in  their  place  ?  and 
it  is  fome  fmoke  or  cloud  between  you  and  them, 
which  moveth,  or  elfe  the  dazzling  of  your  own  eyes  ? 
Have  not  many,  which  take  themfelves  to  be  inward 
counfellors  with  nature,  proved  but  idle  believers, 
which  told  us  tales,  which  were  no  fuch  matter  ? 
And,  Soldier,  what  fecurity  have  you  for  thefe  vido- 
ries  and  garlands,  which  you  promife  to  yourfelf  ? 
Know  you  not  of  many,  v/hich  have  made  provifion 
of  laurel  for  the  vidory,  and  have  been  fain  to  ex- 
change it  with  cyprefs  for  the  funeral  ?  of  many, 
3  which 
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^hich  have  befpoken  fame  to  found  their  triumphs, 
and  have  been  glad  to  pray  her  to  fay  nothing  of 
them,  and  not  to  difcover  them  in  their  flights  ? 

Corrupt   Statefman,  you  that   think  by  your  en- 
gines and  motions  to  govern  the  wheel  of  fortune  ; 
do  you  not  mark,    that  clocks  cannot  be  long  in 
temper  ?  that  jugglers  are  no  longer  in  requeft,  when 
their  tricks  and  (lights  are  once  perceived  ?  Nay,  do 
you  not  fee,  that  never  any  man  made  his  own  cun- 
ning and  pra6tice  (without  religion  and  moral  ho- 
nefly)  his  foundation,  but  he  overbuilt  himfelf,  and 
in  the  end  made  his  houfe  a  windfall  ?  But  give  ear 
now  to  the  companion  of  my  mailer's  condition,  and 
acknowledge  fuch  a  difference,  as  is  betwixt  the  melt- 
ing hail-ftone  and  the  folid  pearl.    Indeed  it  feemeth 
to^  depend,    as  the   globe  of  the  earth  feemeth  to 
hang,  in  the  air ;  but  yet  it  is  firm  and  liable  in  it- 
felf     It  is  like   a  cube,  or  a  die-form,  which  tofs 
it  or  throw  it  any  way,  it  ever  lighteth  upon  a  fquare- 
Is  he  denied  the  hopes  of  favours  to  come  ?  He  can 
refort  to  the  remembrance  of  contentments  paft. 
Deftmy  cannot  repeal  that,  which  is  paft.     Doth  he 
fmd  the  acknowledgement  of  his  affeftion  fmail  ? 
He  may  find  the  merit  of  his  affedlion  the  greater. 
Fortune  cannot  have  power  over   that,    which   is 
within.     Nay,  his  falls  are  like  the  falls  of  Antasus  •, 
they  renew  his  ftrength.     His  clouds  are  like  the 
clouds  of  hcirveft,  which  makes  the  fun  break  forth 
with  greater  force.     His  wanes  are  changes  like  the 
moon's,  whole  globe  is  all  light  towards  the  fun, 
when  it  is  all  dark  towards  the  world ;  fuch  is  the 
excellency  of  her  nature,  and  of  his  eftate.     Attend,, 
you  beadfman  of  the  mufes,  you  take  your  pleafure 
in  a  wildernefs  of  variety;  but  it  is  but  of  Ihadows^ 
You  are  as  a  man  rich  in  pi6lures,  medals,  and  cry- 
ftals.     Your  mind  is  of  the  water,  which  taketh  alt 
forms  and  imprefTions,    but  is  weak  of  fubftance. 
Will  you   compare  fhadows  with   bodies,    pi<5lure 

with 
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with  life,  variety  of  many  beauties  with  the  peerlefs 
^  excellency  of  one  ?  the  element  of  water  with  the 
clement  of  fire  ?  And  fuch  is  the  comparifon  between 
knowledge  and  love. 

Come  out,  Man  of  war-,  you  mud  be  ever  in 
noife.  You  will  give  laws,  and  advance  force,  and 
trouble  nations,  and  remove  land-marks  of  king- 
doms, and  hunt  men,  and  pen  tragedies  in  blood : 
and  that,  which  is  woi-ft  of  all,  make  all  the  virtues 
acceiTary  to  bloodihed.  Hath  the  practice  of  force 
fo  deprived  you  of  the  ufe  of  reafon,  as  that  you 
will  compare  the  interruption  of  fociety  with  the  per- 
fection of  fociety  ?  the  conqueft  of  bodies  with  the 
conqueftof  Ipirits  ?  the terreflrial fire, which deftroyeth 
and  difTolveth,  with  the  celeftial  fire,  which  quick- 
enerh  and  giveth  life  ?  And  fuch  is  the  comparifon 
between  the  foldier  and  the  lover. 

And  as  for  you,  untrue  Politique,  but  trueft 
bondman  to  Philautia^  you,  that  prefume  to  bind 
OGcafion,  and  to  overwork  fortune,  I  would  afl<  you 
but  one  queflion.  Did  ever  any  lady,  hard  to  pleafe, 
or  difpofed  to  exercife  her  lover,  in  join  him  fo  good 
tafks  and  commandments,  as  Philautia  exadleth  of 
you  ?  While  your  life  is  nothing  but  a  continual 
adiing  upon  a  flage ;  and  that  your  mind  muft  ferve 
your  humour,  and  yet  your  outward  perfon  muft 
ferve  your  end ;  lb  as  you  carry  in  one  perfon  two 
feveral  fervitudes  to  contrary  mailers.  But  I  will 
leave  you  to  the  fcorn  of  that  miftrefs,  whom  you 
undertake  to  govern  \  that  is,  to  fortune,  to  whom 
Philautia  hath  bound  you.  And  yet,  you  commif- 
jioner  of  Philautia^  I  will  proceed  one  degree  farther  : 
if  I  allowed  both  of  your  afliirance,  and  of  your 
values,  as  you  have  fet  them,  may  not  my  mafter 
enjoy  his  own  felicity  •,  and  have  all  yours  for  advan- 
tage ?  I  do  not  mean,  that  he  fhould  divide  him- 
felf  in  both  purfuits,  as  in  your  feigning  tales  to- 
wards the  conclufion  you  did  yield  him  ^  but  becaufe 

all 
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all  thefe  are  in  the  hands  of  his  miftrefs  more  fully 
to  beftow,  than  they  can  be  attained  by  your  ad- 
drefles,  knowledge,  fame,  fortune.  For  the  mufes^ 
they  are  tributary  to  her  Majeily  for  the  great  liber- 
ties they  have  enjoyed  in  her  kingdom,  during  her 
mofl  fiourilhing  reign  j  in  thankfulnefs  whereof, 
they  have  adorned  and  accomplifned  her  Majefty 
with  the  gifts  of  all  the  fifters.  What  library  can 
preient  fuch  a  ftory  of  great  actions,  as  her  Ma- 
jeft)rcarrieth  in  her  royal  breail  by  the  often  return 
of  this  happy  day  ?  What  vvorthy  author,  or  favou- 
rite of  the  mufes,  is  not  familiar  with  her  ?  Or  what 
language,  wherein  the  mufes  have  ufed  to  fpeak,  is 
unknov/n  to  her  ?  Therefore,  the  hearing  of  her,  the 
obferving  of  her,  the  receiving  inilruclions  from  her, 
maybe  to  Ef^c^bihts  aledture  exceeding  all  dead  mo- 
numents of  the  mufes.  For  F^rr/ie^  can  all  the  exploits 
of  the  war  win  him  fuch  a  title,  as  to  have  the  name 
of  favoured  and  feledled  fen^ant  of  fuch  a  Queen  ^  For 
Fortune,  can  any  infolent  politique  promife  to  himfelf 
fuch  a  fortune,  by  making  his  own  way,  as  the  ex- 
cellency of  her  nature  cannot  deny  to  a  careful,  ob- 
fequious,  and  dutiful  fervant  ?  And  if  he  could, 
were  it  equal  honour  to  obtain  it  by  a  fhop  of  cun- 
ning,  as  by  the  gift  of  fuch  a  hand  ? 

Therefore  Erophilus's  relblution  is  fixed  :  he  i^- 
nounceth  Philautia,  and  all  her  inchantments.  For 
her  recreation,  he  will  confer  with  his  mufe  :  for  her 
defence  and  honour,  he  will  facrifice  his  life  in  the 
wars,  hoping  to  be  embalmed  in  the  fweet  odours  of 
her  ren>embrance.  To  her  fervice  will  he  confecrate 
all  his  watchful  endeavours,  and  will  ever  bear  in  his 
heart  the  pidure  o^  her  beauty  ;  in  his  aclions,  of 
her  will ;  and  in  his  fortune,  of  her  grace  and 
favour. 
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ro  i?/r  ThO|4as  Egerton,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal(g). 

It  may  pleafc  your  Lordfhip, 

I  AM  to  make  humble  complaint  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip  of  fome  hard  dealing  offered  me  by  one  Symp- 
fon,  a  go:  Ifnith,  a  man  noted  much,  as  I  have 
heard,  for  extremities  and  ftoutnefs  upon  his  purfe  : 
but  yet  I  could  fcarcely  have  imagined,  he  would 
have  dealt  either  fo  difhoneftly  towards  myfelf,  or  fo 
contemptuouily  towards  her  Majefty's  fervice.  For 
this  Lombard  (pardon  me,  I  moft  humbly  pray  your 
Lordlhip,  if  being  admonifhed  by  the  ftreet  he  dwells 
in,  I  give  him  that  name)  having  me  in  bond  for 
300 1.  principal,  and  I  having  the  laft  term  confeiTed 
the  adlion,  and  by  his  full  and  direct  confent,  refpited 
the  latisfadtion  till  the  beginning  of  this  term  to 
come,  without  ever  giving  me  warning,  either  by 
letter  or  meflage,  ferved  an  execution  upon  me, 
having  trained  me  at  fuch  time,  as  I  came  from  the 
7"ower,  where,  Mr.  Waad  can  witnefs,  we  attended  a 
fervice  of  no  mean  importance  {b).     Neither  would 

he 

fg)  From  the  original  in  the  Hatfield  Collection  of  f  tatc 
Papers,  communicated  to  me  by  the  Re\'.  William  P»iurdin, 
B.  D.  and  intended  by  him  for  the  public  in  a  third  volume  of 
the  colleftion  of  thofe  papers,  if  his  death  had  not  prevent- 
ed him  from  executing  his  dciign. 

(h)  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  what  this  fervice  was ;  but 
It  feems  to  relate  to  the  examination  of  fome  prifoner  ;  perhaps 
Edward  Squire,  executed  in  November,  1598,  for  poifoning  the 
Qneen*s  iaddle ;  or  Valentine  Thomas,  who  accufed  the  King 
of  Scots  of  pradlices  againft  Queen  Elizabeth  [Hiftorical  Vie^y 
p.  178.]  or  one  Stanley;  concerning  whom  I  fhall  infert  here 
pafifages  from  two  MS.  letters  of  John  Chamberlain,  Efq;  to 
his  friend,  Dudley  Carleton,  Efq;  afterwards  ambaffador  to 
Venice,  the  United  Provinces,  and  France  ;  thefe  letters  being 
part  of  a  very  large  colleftion,  from  1598  to  1625,  which  I 
tranfcribed  from  tJe  originals.     *»  One  Stanley,  fays  Mr.  Cham- 

**  her  Iain  ^ 
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he  fo  much  as  vouchfafe  to  come  and  fpcak  with  me 

to  take  any  order  in  it,  though  I  fent  for  him  divers 

times,  and  his  houfe  was  jufl  by  •,  handling  it  as  upon 

a  defpite,  being  a  man  I  never  provoked  with  a  crols 

word,  no  nor  with  many  delays.     He  would  have 

urged  it  to  have  had  me  in  prilbn  •,  which  he  had 

done,  had  not  Sheriff  More,  to  whom  I  fent,  gently 

recommended  me  to  an  handlbme  houfe  in  Cole- 

man-ilreet,  where  I  am.     Now  becaufe  he  will  not 

treat  with  me,  I  am  inforced  humbly  to  defire  your 

Lordfhip  to  fend  for  him,  according  to  your  place, 

to  bring  him  to  fome  reafon ;  and  this  forthwith, 

becaufe  I  continue  here  to  my  farther  difcredit  and 

inconvenience,  and  the  trouble  of  the  gentleman, 

with  whom.  I  am.     I  have  an  hundred  pounds  lyin-r 

by  me,  which  he  may  have,  and  the  reft  upon  lomc 

reafonable  time  and  fecurity ;   or,   if  need  be,    the 

whole  j    but  v/ith   miy  m.ore    trouble.     As  for  tlie 

contempt  he  hath  ofiered,  in  regard  her  Majefcy'a 

**  herlatn^  in  his  lettei'  dated  at  Lt)ndcn,  3  Qackr,  1^98,  that 
**  came  in  fixteen  days  over  land  with  letters  out  of  Spain,  is 
**  lately  committed  to  the  Tower.  He  was  very  earneil  to  have 
"  private  conference  with  her  Majelly,  pretending  matter  o^* 
"  great  importance,  v/hich  he  would  by  no  means  utter  to  any 
•*  body  elie."  In  another  letter,  dated  20  November,  159S, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  obferves,  that  on  "  the  day,  that  they  looked 
"  for  Stanley's  arraignment,  he  came  not  himfelf,  but  fent  \\h 
"  forerunner,  one  Squire,  that  had  been  an  under-purv'evor  of 
*'  the  ftable,  who  being  in  Spain  was  dealt  Vviihall  by  one  Wal- 
**  pole,  a  Jefuit,  to  poifon  the  Queen  and  the  Earl  of  Eifex  ;  and 
**  accordingly  came  prepared  into  England,  and  went  v/ith  the 
.**  Earl  in  his  own  fhip  the  lali  journey,  and  poifoned  the  arm* 
"  or  handle?  of  the  chair  he  ufed  to  fit  in,  with  a  confection  he 
"  had  received  of  the  Jefuit;  as  likewife  ho  had  done  th^  pum* 
**  mel  of  the  Queen's  faddie  not  pall  five  days  before  his  "^oing 
**  to  fea.  But  becaufe  nothing  fucceeded  of  it,  the  priell  ttink- 
**  ing  he  had  eitlier  changed  his  purpofe,  or  betrayed  it, 
*•  gave  Stanley  inflructions  to  accufe  him  ;  thereby  to  get  him 
"  more  credit,  and  to  be  revenged  of  Squire  for  breaking  pro- 
•*  mife.  The  fellow  confefled  the  whole  practice,  andt  as  ic 
-"  fecracd,   died  very  penitent." 

C  fcfvicci 
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lervice,  to  my  undcrftanding,  carrleth  a  privilege 
eundo  ct  redeundo  in  meaner  caufes,  much  more  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  efpeciaiiy  in  perfons  known 
to  be  qualified  with  that  place  and  employment, 
v/hich,  though  unworthy,  I  am  vouchfafed,  I  inforce 
nothing,  thinking  I  have  done  my  part,  when  I  have 
made  it  knov/n  ;  and  lb  leave  it  to  your  Lordfnip's 
honourable  confideration.  And  lb  with  fignification 
cf  my  humble  duty,  tzz. 


To  Sir  Robert  Cecil,   Secretary  of  State  (?)• 


It  may  pleafe  your  Honour, 

I  Humbly  pray  you  to  underftand  hov/  badly  I 
have  been  ufed  by  the  incloled,  being  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  complaint  thereof,  which  I  have  written 
to  the  Lord  Keeper.  How  fenfitive  you  are  of 
wrongs  offered  to  your  blood  in  aiy  particular,  I 
have  had  not  long  fmce  experience.  But  herein  I 
think  your  Honour  v/ill  be  doubly  fenfitive,  in  ten- 
dernefs  alfo  of  the  indignity  to  her  Majefty's  lervice. 
For  as  for  me,  Mr.  Sympfon  might  have  had  me 
every  day  in  London  \  and  therefore  to  belay  me, 
while  he  knew  I  came  from  the  Tower  about  her 
Majefty's  fpecial  fervice,  was  to  my  underftanding 
very  bold.  And  two  days  before  he  brags  he  forbore 
me,  becauf^  I  dined  v/ith  Sheriff  More.  So  as  with 
Mr.  Sympfon,  examinations  at  the  Tower  are  not 
fo  great  a  privilege,  eundo  et  redeundo,  as  Sheriff 
More's  dinner.  But  this  complaint  I  make  in  duty; 
and  to  that  end  have  alfo  informed  my  Lord  of  Elfex 
thereof;  for  otherwife  his  puniihariCnt  v/ill   do  me 

no  c-ood. 

■'    ^-^ 

(/)  From  the  Hatf.eldCclIeclioa. 
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So  udth  fisnlfication  of  my  humble  duty,  I  com- 
mend your  Honour  to  the  divine  prefervation. 

FromCcleman-ftreet,  this24th  of  September [1598.] 

At  your  honourable  command  particularly, 

Fr.  Bacon. 


The  SuhftoMce  of  a  Letter  I  (k)  noiv  'u^ijh  your  Lord- 
JJ-jip  (l)  fbodd  ''J^rite  to  her  Mcijefiy. 

THAT  you  defire  her  Majefty  to  believe  id,  quod 
res  ipfa  loquitur^  that  it  is  not  conlcience  to 
yourfelf  of  any  advantage  her  Majeily  hath  tov/ards 
you,  otherwife  than  the  general  and  infinite  advan- 
tage of  a  queen  and  a  miftrefs ;  nor  any  drift  or  de- 
vice to  win  her  Majefly  to  any  point  or  particular, 
that  moveth  you  to  fend  her  thefe  lines  of  your  own 
mind.  But  firft,  and  principally,  gratitude  ;  next  a 
natural  defire  of,  you  will  not  fay,  the  tedious  re- 
membrance, for  you  can  hold  nothing  tedious,  that 
hath  been  derived  from  her  Majefty;  but  the  troubled 
and  penfive  remem.brance  of  that,  which  is  pad,  of 
enjoying  better  times  with  her  Majefty,  fuch  as  others 
have  had,  and  that  you  have  wanted.  You  cannot 
impute  the  difference  to  the  continuance  of  time, 
which  addeth  nothing  to  her  Majefty  but  increafe  of 
virtue;  but  rather  to  your  own  misfortune  or  errors. 
Wherein  neverthelefs,  if  it  were  only  queftionof  your 
own  indurances,  though  any  ftrength  never  fo  good  may 
be  oppreifed,  yet  you  think  you  fhould  have  fuffo- 
cated  them,  as  you  had  often  done,  to  the  impairing 
of  your  health,  and  weighing  down  of  your  mind. 
But  that,  which  indeed  toucheth  the  quick,  is  that, 
whereas  you  accounted  it  the  choice  fruit  ot  yourfelf 

[k)  Francis  Eacon-  (/)  Robert  Earl  of  Efiex. 

C    2  to 


20  L  E  r  r  E  R  S,   &c,   of 

to  be  a  contentment  and  entertainment  to  her  Ma- 
jelly's  mind,  you  found  many  times  to  the  contrary^ 
that  you  were  rather  a  difquiet  to  her,  and  a  diftafte. 

Again,  whereas  in  the  courfe  of  her  fervice,  though 
you  confefs  the  weaknefs  of  your  own  judgement, 
yet  true  zeaj,  not  milled  with  any  mercenary  nor 
glorious  refpccl,  made  you  light  Ibmetimes  upon  the 
beft  and  ibundeft  counlels  ^  you  had  reafon  to  fear, 
that  the  diftafte  particular  againft  yourfelf  made  her 
Majefty  farther  off  from  accepting  any  of  them  from 
fuch  a  hand.     So  as  you  feemed,  to  your  deep  dif- 
comfort,  to  trouble  her  Majefty's  mind,  and  to  foil 
her   bufincis  •,    inconveniencies,    which,   if  you    be 
minded  as  you  ought,  thankfulnefs  fliould  teach  you 
to  redeem,  with  ftepping  down,  nay  throwing  your- 
felf down,  from  your  own  fortune.     In  which  intri- 
cate cafe,  finding  no  end  of  this  former  courfe,  and 
therefore  defirous  to  find  the  beo-innincr  of  a  new, 
you  have  not  whither  to  refort,  but  unto  the  oracle  of 
her  Majefty's  diredlion.     For  though  the  true  in- 
trodu6i:ion  ad  tempora  meliora  be  by  an  amnefiia  of 
that,  which  is  paft,  except  it  be  in  the  fenfe,  that  the 
vcrfe  fpeaketh,  Olim  hc^cmemimffe  juvahit^  when  tem- 
pefts  paft  are  remembered  in  the  calm  •,  and  that  you 
do  not  doubt  of  her  Majefty's  goodnefs  in  pardoning 
and  obliterating  any  of  your  errors  and  miftakings 
heretofore  ♦,    refrelliing  the    memory   and   contem- 
plations of  your  poor  fervices,  or  any  thing  that  hath 
been  gratefull  to  her  Majefty  from  you  •,  yea,  and 
fomewhat  of  your  fufferings  •,  fo  though  that  be,  yet 
you  may  be  to  feek  for  the  time  to  come.     For  as 
you  have  determined  your  hope  in  a  good  hour,  not 
willingly  to  offend  her  Majefty,  either  in  matter  of 
court  or  ftate,  but  to  depend  abfolutely  upon  her 
v/iil  and  pleafure  •,  fo  you  do  more  doubt  and  miftruft 
.  your  wit  and  infight  in  finding  her  Majefty's  mind, 
'  than  your  conformities  and  fubmiffion  in  obeying  it; 
(he  rather,  becaufc  you  cannot  but  nourifta  a  doubt 
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in  yourbreaft,  that  her  Majefty,  as  princes  hearts  are 
infcrutable,  hath  many  times  towards  you  aliud  in  ore^ 
et  aliud  in  corde.  So  that  you,  that  take  htr  fecundum 
literam.,  go  many  times  farther  out  of  your  way. 

Therefore  your  mod  humble  fuit  to  her  Majefty 
is,  that  fhe  will  vouchfafe  you  that  approach  to  her 
heart,  and  bolbm,  et  ad [criniurri  peoforis^  plainly,  for 
as  much  as  concerneth  yourlelf,  to  open  and  expound 
her  mind  towards  you,  fuffering  you  to  fee  clear  what 
may  have  bred  any  diflike  in  her  Majefty  •,  and  in 
what  points  fhe  would  have  you  reform  yourfelf  •,  and 
how  fhe  would  be  ferved  by  you.  Which  done,  you 
do  afTure  her  Majefty,  ftie  ihall  be  both  at  the  begin- 
ning and  the  ending  of  all,  that  you  do,  of  that  re- 
gard, as  you  may  prefume  to  impart  to  her  Ma- 
jefty. 

And  fo  that  hoping,  that  this  may  be  an  occafion 
of  fome  farther  ferenity  from  her  Majefty  towards  you, 
you  refer  the  reft  to  your  aclions,  which  may  verify 
what  you  have  written  •,  as  that  you  have  written  may 
interpret  your  aftions,  and  the  courfe  you  Ihall  here- 
after take. 

Indorfed  by  Mr.  Francis  Bacon, 
A  letter  framed  for  my  Lord  of  EJfex  to  the  ^tee^. 

^0  Mr,  Secretary  Cecil  [ni). 

It  may  pleafe  your  Honour, 

BE  C  A  U  S  E  we  live  in  an  age,  where  every  man's 
imperfections  is  but  another's  fable  ;  and  that 
there  fell  out  an  accident  in  the  Exchequer,  which  I 
know  not  how,  nor  how  foon,  may  be  traduced,  though 
I  dare  truft  rumour  in  it,  except  it  be  malicious,  or 
extreme  partial  i  I  am  bold   now   to  poflcfs   your 

(/»)  Ficm  the  Hatfield  Colledlion. 

C  3  Honour, 
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Honour,  as  one,  that  ever  I  found  careful  of  my  ad- 
vancemenL,  and  yet  more  jealous  of  my  wrongs, 
with  the  truth  of  that,  which  paffed  v  deferring  my 
farther  requefl,  unciil  I  may  attend  your  honour : 
and  fo  I  contiilue 

Your  Honour's  very  hum.ble 

Gray's-Inn,  this 

24th  of  April,  and  particularly  bounden, 


i6oi. 


Fr.  Bag  ox. 


yf  true  rei'aerfihrance  cf  the  ahufe  I  received  of  Mr.  At- 
Urney  General  (;z)  publicly  in  the  Exchequer  the  firfi 
day  of  teryn  \  for  the  truth  whereof  1  refer  my f elf  to 
all  that  'were  prefent. 

Moved  to  have  a  refelzure  of  the  lands  of  Geo. 
Moore,  a  relapfed  recufant,  a  fugitive,  and  a 
pradliling  tray  tor  •,  and  fnewed  better  matter  for  the 
Queen  againit  the  difcharge  by  plea,  vvhich  is  ever 
with  a  fulvQ  fare.  .And  this  I  did  in  as  gentle  and 
reafonable  terms  as  might  be. 

I^vlr.  Attorney  kindled  at  it,,  and  faid,  "  Mr.  Bacon, 
"  if  you  have  any  tooth  againil  me,  pluck  it  out ;  for 
''  it  will  do  you  more  hurt,  than  all  the  teeth  in  your 
*'  head  will  do  you  good."  I  anfwered  coldly  in  thefe 
very  words :  "  Mr.  Attorney,  I  refpe^t  you  :  I  fear 
''  you  not :  and  the  lefs  you  fpeak  of  your  own  great- 
"  nefs,  the  more  I  will  think  of  it." 

He  replied,  ''  I  think  fcorn  to  ftand  upon  terms 
"  of  greatnefs  towards  you,  who  are  iefs  than  little ; 
"  lefs  than  th^  leaft  i"  and  other  fuch  ftrange  light 
terms  he  gave  me,  with  that  infulting,  which  cannot 
be  expreiled. 

(n)  Edward  Ceke,  knighted  by  King  James  at  Qreenwich-in 
1603  ;  and  made  Lord  Chitf  Juilice  of  the  Ccnimon  Pleas, 
50  June,  1606. 

Here- 
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Herewith  ftirred,  yet  I  faid  no  more  but  this  : 
"  Mr.  Attorney,  do  not  deprds  me  fo  far  ;  for  I  have 
"  been  your  better,  and  may  be  again,  Vvhen  it  pleafe 
'y  the  Queen/' 

With  this  he  fpake,  neither  I  nor  himfelf  could  tell 
what,  as  if  he  had  been  born  Attorney  General-,  and 
in  the  end  bade  me  not  meddle  with  the  Queen's 
bufmefs,  but  with  mine  own  ^  and  that  I  was  un- 
fwcrn,  &:c.  I  told  him,  fworn  or  uniworn  was  all 
one  to  an  honefl  man  •,  and  that  I  ever  fet  my  fervice 
iirfl:,  and  myfelf  fecond  ;  and  wilh'd  to  God,  that  he 
would  do  the  like. 

Then  he  faid,  it  were  good  to  clap  a  cap.  utlega- 
turn  upon  my  back !  To  which  I  only  faid  he  could 
not ;  and  that  he  was  at  a  faulty  for  he  hunted  upon 
an  old  fee nt. 

He  gave  me  a  number  of  difgracefull  words  be- 
fdes  ;  which  I  anfwered  with  filence,  and  ihewing, 
that  I  was  not  moved  with  them, 

T<?  R  o  B  £  R  T,    Zi^rJ  C  E  CI  L  (^). 

It  may  pleafe  your  good  Lordihip, 

THEY  fay  late  thanks  are  ever  beft.  But  the 
reafon  was,  I  thought  to  have  feen  your  Lord- 
(hip  ere  this.  Howfoever  I  fhall  never  forget  this 
your  laft  favour  amongil  others ;  and  it  grieveth  m.e 
not  a  little,  that  I  find  myfelf  of  noufe'to  fuch  an 
honourable  and  kind  friend. 

For  that  matter,  I  think,  I  lliall  defire  your  afTifl:- 
ance  for  the  punifhment  of  the  contempt  •,  not  that  I 
would  ufe  the  privilege  in  future  time,  but  becaufe  I 
would  not  have  the  dignity  of  the  King's  fervice  pre- 
judiced in  my  inllance.  But  herein  I  will  be  ruled 
by  your  Lordihip. 

(c)  From  the  Hatfield  CoUedlion. 

C  4  k 
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It  is  iit.likewife,  though  much  againil  my  mind,  that 
I  let  your  Lordfliip  know,  that  I  fhall  not  be  able  to 
pay  the  money  within  the  time  by  your  Lordihip  un- 
dertaken, which  was  a  fortnight.  Nay  money  I  find 
fo  hard  to  come  by  at  this  time,  as  I  thought  to  have 
become  an  humble  fuitor  to  your  Honour  to.  have 
fuftained  me  v/ith  your  credit  for  the  prefent  from 
urgent  debts  with  taking  up  300 1.  till  I  can  put  away 
fomeiand.  But  I  am  fo  forward  with  fome  fales,  as 
this  reqaeH,  I  hope,  I  may  forbear. 

For  :ny  eftate  (becaufe  your  Honour  hath  care  of 
it)  it  is  thus  :  I  fnall  be  able  with  felling  the  (kirts 
of  my  living  in  Hertfordfhire  {p)  to  preferve  the  body ; 
and  to  leave  myfelf,  being  clearly  out  of  debt,  and 
having  fome  money  in  my  pocket,  300 1.  land  per 
anyu  with  a  fair  houfe,  and  the  ground  well  timbered. 
This  is  now  my  labour. 

For  my  purpofe  or  courfe,  I  defire  to  meddle,  as 
little  as  I  can,  in  the  King's  caufes,  his  Majefty  now 
abounding  in  council  •,  and  to  follow  my  private  thrift 
and  pradile,  and  to  marry  with  fome  convenient  ad- 
vancement. For  as  for  any  ambition,  I  do  afTure 
your  Honour,  mine  is  quenched.  In  the  Queen's, 
my  excellent  miftrefs's,  time,  the  quorum  was  fmall : 
her  llervice  was  a  kind  of  freehold,  and  it  was  a  more 
folennn  time.  All  thofe  points  agreed  with  my  na- 
ture and  judgement.  My  ambition  now  I, (hall  only 
put  upon  my  pen,  whereby  I  fhall  be  able  to  main- 
tain memory  and  merit  of  the  times  fucceeding. 

Laf!:Iy,  for  this  divulged  and  almofl  proilituted 
title  of  knighthood,  I  could  without  charge,  by  your 
Honour's  mean,  be  content  to  have  it,  both  becaufe 
of  this  late  difgrace,  and  becaufe  I  have  three  new 
knights  in  my  mefs  in  Gray's  Inn  commons ;  and 
becaufe  I  have  found  out  an  alderman's  daughter  (^), 

an 

(/)  Gorhambury.  V  . 

(j?)  Probably  the  lady,  whom  he  afterwards  /married,  Alice, 

■    -         '  one 


Lord  Chancellor  BACON,  25 

an  handfome  maiden,  to  my  liking.  So  as  if  your 
Honour  will  find  the  time,  1  will  come  to  the  court 
from  Gorhambury  upon  any  warning. 

How  my  fales  go  forward,  your  Lordfhip  fhall 
in  a  few  days  hear.  Mean  while,  if  you  will  not  be 
pleafed  to  take  farther  day  with  this  lewd  fellow,  I 
hope  your  Uordihip  will  not  fuffer  him  to  take  any 
part  of  the  penalty,  but  principal,  intereft,  and  cofts. 

So  I  remain  your  Lordfhip's  moft  bounden, 
3  July,  160^.  Fr^  Bacon. 


To  the  fame. 

It  may  pleafe  your  good  Lordfhip, 
TN  anfwer  of  your  laft  letter,  your  money  fliall  be 
X  ready  before  your  day,  principal,  intereft,   and 
cofts  of  fuit.     So  the  ftieriff  promifed,  when  I  re- 
lealed  errors  j   and  a  Jew  takes  no  more.     The  reft 
cannot  be  forgotten  ;  for  I  cannot  forget  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  dum  memor  ipfe  mei :  and  if  there  have  been 
ahquid  nimis,  it  ftiall  be  amended.     And,  to  be  plain 
with  your  Lordfhip,    that  will  quicken  me   now, 
which  flackened  me  before.     Then  I  thought  you 
might  have  had  more  ufe  of  me,  than  now,  I  fuppole, 
you  are  like  to  have.     Not  but  I  think  the  impedi- 
ment  will  be  rather  in  my  mind,  than  in  the  matter  or 
times.     But  to  do  you  fervice,  I  will  come  out  of  my 
religion  at  any  time. 

For  my  knighthood  fr;,  I  wifh  the  manner  might 
be  luch,  as  might  grace  me,  fince  the  matter  will 

one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Benedift  Barnham.  Efq; 
^^tT^'Vr    .f''^    She  furriv'd  her  huiband  above  twenty 
>ears       L:fe  of  Lor  a  Bacon,  by  Dr.  miliam  Razvley. 
(r)  He  was  knighted  at  Whitehall,  23  July,  1603. 

not: 
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not :  T  mean,  that  I  might  not  be  jnerely  gregarious 
in  a  trxiop.     The  coronation  (s)  is  at  hand.     It  may 
pleafe  yoMr  Lordinip  to  let  me  heaxfrom  you  fpeedi- 
ly^  L  So  I  continue 
'  "  Your  Lordfhip's 

'Z^Tt^'  ever  much  bounden, 

1603. 

Fr,  Bacon. 


::.:.ilU 


c 


To  Isaac  Casaubon  (t). 

UM    ex    Uteris,     quas    ad   Dominum    Carew 

liiififti,  cognofcam  icripta^ea  a  te  probari,   et 

mihi  de  judicio  tuo  gratulatus  ium,  et  tibi,  quam  ea 
res  m.ihi  fuerit  vokiptaci,  fcribendum  exiftimavi. 
Atque  illud  etiam  de  me  tecle  auguraris,  me  fcientias 
ex  iatebris  in  lucem  extrahere  vehementer  cupere. 
Neque  enim  multum  intereft  ea  per  ptium  fcribi^ 
qua^  per  otium  legantur  -,  fed  plane  vitam,  et  res  hu- 
manas,  et  medias  earum  turbas,  per  contemplatione^ 
fanas  et  veras  inftrudliores  efie  volo.  Quanta  autem 
la  hoc  genere  aggrediar,  et  quam  parvis  prasfidiis, 
poilmodum  fortaffe  refcifces.  Etiam  tu  pariter  gra- 
jtiflimum  mihi  facies,  fi  quae  in  animo  habes  atque 
^ollris  et  agitas,  mihi  nota  efie  velis.  Nam 
conjundionem  animorum  et  ftudiorum  plus  facere  ad 
amicitias  judico,  quam  civiles  neceflltates  et  occa- 
iionum  officia.  Equidem  exiftimo  neminem  unquam 
magis  vere  potuilTe  dicere  de  fefe,  quam  me  ipfum, 
iliud  quod  habet  pfalmus,  muhum  incola  fuit  anima 

(j)  Itwasfolemnifed,  24]uly,  1603. 

(/)  This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  after  Sir  George 
Carew,  mention'd  in  it,  returned  from  his  embafly  in  France,  in 
Oaober,  1609  ;  and  before  the  arrival  of  Cafaubon  in  England, 
in06k>b,  1 6 10. 

me  a. 
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mea.  Itaque  magis  videor  cum  antiquis  verfari, 
quam  cum  his,  quibufcum  vivo.  Quid  ni  etiam 
poffim  cufn  abfentibus  potius  verfari,  quam  cum  iis; 
qui  prsfto  funt  •,  ec  magis  eleclione  in  amicitiis  uti, 
quam  occafionibus  de  more  iubmitti  ?  Verum  ad  in- 
ftitutum  revertor  ego  •,  fi  qua  in  re  amicitia  mea  tibi 
aut  tuis  ufui  aut  ornamento  efle  pofiit,  tibi  operam 
meam  bonam  atque  navam  poUiceor.   Itaque  falutem 

tibi  dicit 

Amicus  tuus,  &c, 

Indors'd,     ^'0  Cafauhon, 

fhe    beginning  cf  a  letter  immediately  after  my  Lord 
'Treafurer's  (u)  deceafe  (w). 

May  29,  1 61 2.' 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

IF  I  (hall  feem  in  thefe  few  lines  to  write  niajora 
quam  pro  fortund^  it  may  pleafe  your  Majefty  to 
take  it  to  be  an  effeft,  not  of  prefumption,  but  of 
affection.  For  of  the  one  I  was  never  noted-,  and 
for  the. other  I  could  never  fhevv  it  hitherto  to  the 
full ;  being  as  a  hawk  tied  to  another's  fift,  that  might 
fometimes  bait  and  proffer,  but  could  never  fly. 
And  therefore  if,  as  it  was  faid  to  one,  that  fpoke 
great  words,  Amice^  verba  tua  defiderant  civitatem  {x)^ 
\o  your  Majefty  fay  to  me,  "  Bacon,  your  words  re- 
^'  quire  a  place  to  fpeak  them  \'  Imuft  anfwcr,  that 
place,  or  not  place,  is  in  your  Majefty  to  add  or  re- 
frain :  and  though  I  never  grow  eag^r.buttg  ****** 
yet  your  Majefty 

(«)  Robert  Earl  of  Salifbury,  who  died  24.  May,  161 2. 

\=iv)  The  draught  of  this  iiD pert e-cl  letter  is  written  cliiefly  i» 
Greek  charafters. 

[x)  Thefe  words' of  Themiflodes,  are  cited  likewife  by  Lord 
Bacon  at  the  en4  of  his  book  De  Augmutii  Sci^nUartm, 
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To  the  King,  mmeduitely  after  the  Lord  Treafurer's 

death. 

31  May^  1 61 2. 

It  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Majefty, 

I  Cannot  but  endeavour  to  merit,  confidermg  your 
preventing  graces,  which  is  the  occafion  of  thefc 
few  lines. 

Your  Majefty  hath  loft  a  great  fubjefl  and  a  great 
fervant.  But,  if  I  ftiould  praife  him  in  propriety,  I 
ihould  fay,  that  he  was  a  fit  man  to  keep  things  from 
growing  worfe  ;  but  no  veiy  fit  man  to  reduce  things 
to  be  much  better.  For  he  loved  to  have  the  eyes  of 
all  Ifrael  a  little  too  much  on  himfelf,  and  to  have  all 
bufinefs  ftill  under  the  hammer ;  and,  like  clay  in 
the  hands  of  the  potter,  to  mould  it  as  he  thought 
good  i  fo  that  he  v/as  more  in  operatio?ie  than  in  opere. 
And  though  he  had  fine  paflages  of  a6lion,  yet  the  real 
conclufions  came  flowly  on.  So  that  although  your 
Majefty  hath  grave  counfellors  and  worthy  perfons 
left  •,  yet  you  do,  as  it  were,  turn  a  leaf,  wherein 
if  your  Majefty  ftiall  give  a  frame  and  conftitution  to 
matters,  before  you  place  the  perfons,  in  my  fimple 
opinion  it  were  not  amifs.  But  the  great  matter,  and 
moft  inftant  for  the  prefent,  is  the  confideration  of  a 
parliament,  for  two  effedts :  the  one,  for  the  fupply  of 
youreftare;  the  other,  for  the  better  knitting  of  the 
hearts  of  your  fubjedls  unto  your  Majefty,  according 
to  your  infinite  merit  •,  for  both  which,  parliaments 
have  h^^n^  and  are,  the  ancient  and  honourable  re- 
medy. 

Now  becaufe  I  take  myfelf  to  have  a  little  fkill  in 
that  region,  as  one,  that  ever  afFc6bed,  that  your 
Majefty  might,  in  all  y9ur  caufes,  not  only  prevail, 
but  prevail  with  fatisfadion  of  the  inner  man ;  and 
though  no  man  can  fay  but  I  was  aperfeft  and  peremp- 
tory 
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tory  royalifl,  yet  every  man  makes  me  believe,  that 
I  was  never  one  hour  out  of  credit  with  the  lower 
houfe :  my  defire  is  to  know,  whether  your  Majefty 
will  give  me  leave  to  m.editate  and  propound  unto 
you  Ibme  preparative  remembrances,  touching  the 
future  parliament. 

YourMajefly  may  truly  perceive,  that,  though  I  can- 
not challenge  to  myfelf  either  invention,  or  judge- 
ment, or  elocution,  or  method,  or  any  of  thofe 
powers ;  yet  my  offering  is  care  and  obfervance  : 
and,  as  my  good  old  miftreis  was  wont  to  call  me  her 
watch-candle,  becaufe  it  pleafed  her  to  fay,  I  did 
continually  burn  (and  yet  fne  fuffered  me  to  waft  ai- 
m.oft  to  nothing  •,)  lb  I  muft  much  more  owe  the  like 
duty  to  your  Majefty,  by  v/hom  my  fortunes  have 
been  fettled  and  railed.  And  fo  craving  pardon, 
1  reft. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble  fervant  devote,  . 

F.  B. 


^To   the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Majefty, 

MY  principal  end  being  to  do  your  Majefty 
fervice,  I  crave  leave  to  make  at  this  time  to 
your  Majefty  this  moft  humble  oblation  of  myfelf. 
I  may  truly  fay  with  the  pMm,  MuUum  incola  fuit 
anima  mea  \  for  my  life  hath  been  coiiverfarit  in  things, 
wherein  I  take  little  pleafure.  Your  Majefty  mav 
have  heard  fomewhat,  that  my  father  was  an  honeft 
man  \  and  fomewhat  yet  I  may  have  been  of  myfelf, 
though  not  to  make  any  true  judgement  by,  becaufe 
I  have  hitherto  had  only  potejlatem  verborum,  nor  that 
neither.     I  was  three  pf  my  young  years  bred  with 

an 
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an  ambaflador  (y)  in  France,  and  fince  I  have  been 
an  old  truant  in  the  fchool-houfe  of  your  council 
chamber,  though  on  the  fecond  form  ;  yet  longer  than 
any,  that  now  fitteth,   hath  been  in  the  head  form. 
If  your  Majefty  find  any  aptnefs  in  me,  or  if  you  find 
any  fcarcity  in  others,  whereby,  you  may  think  it  fit 
for  your  fervice  to  remove  me  to  bufinels  of  ftate, 
although  I  have  a  fair  way  before  me  for  profit,  and,  by 
your  Majefty's  grace  and  favour,  for  honour  and  ad- 
vancement, and  in  a  courfe  lefs  expofed  to  the  blafc  of 
fortune ;  yet  now  that  he  {z)  is  gone,  quo  vivente 
virtutibus   certijfimmn  exitium,  I  will  be  ready  as  a 
chelTman  to  be  wherever  your  Majefty's  royal  hand 
ihall  fet  me.     Your  Majefty  will  bear  me  witneis, 
I  have  not  fuddenly  opened  myfelf  thus  far.    1  have 
looked  on  upon  others.     I  fee  the  exceptions  •,  I  lee 
the  diftradions  ;  and  1  fear  Tacitus  will  be  a  prophet, 
niagis  alii  homines,  quam  alii  mores.     I  know  mine 
own  heart  ♦,  and  I  know  not,  whether  God,  that  hath 
touched  my  heart  with  the  affedion,  may  not  touch 
your  royal  heart  to  difcern  it.    Howfoever,  I  fliall  go 
on  honeftly  in  mine  ordinary  courfe,  and  fupply  the 
reft  in  prayers  for  you,  remaining,  &c» 

J'o  the  King  (a). 

***  Laftly,  I  will  make  two  prayers  unto  your 
Majefty,  as  I  ufed  to  do  to  God  Almighty,  when  I 
commend  to  him  his  own  glory  and  caufe  ;  fo  I  will 
pray  to  your  Majefty  for  yourfelf. 

The  one  is,  that  thefe  cogitations  of  want  do  not 
any  ways  trouble  or  vex  your  mind.     I  remember, 

(y)  SirAmlasPoulet,  who  was  fent  ambaflador  to  France,  in 
September,  1576.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Edward  StafFord, 
in  December,  1578. 

(     )   Lord  Treafurer  Salifbury. 

(  a )  The  beginning  of  this  letter  h  wanting.  ^ 
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Mofes  faith  of  the  land  of  promife,  that  it  was  not 
like  the  land  of  Egypt,  that  was  watered  with  a  ri« 
ver,  but  was  watered  v;ith  fhovvers  from  heaven ; 
whereby  I  gather,  God  preferreth  fometimes  uncer- 
taifxties  before  certainties,  becaufe  they  teach  a  more 
immediate  dependance  upon  his  providence.  Sure  I 
am,  nil  nozi  accidit  vobis.  It  is  for  no  new  thing  for 
the  greateil  Kings  to  be  in  debt :  and,  if  a  man  Ihall 
parz'ts  corapcnere  magna^  I  have  feen  an  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  a  Chancellor  Hatton,  an  Earl  of  EfTex,  and 
an  Earl  of  Saiifbury  in  debt ;  and  yet  w^as  it  no 
manner  of  diminution  to  their  power  or  greatnefs. 

My  fecond  prayer  is,  that  your  Majefty,  in  refpefl: 
of  the  hafty  freeing  of  your  frate,  would  not  defcend 
to  any  means,  or  degree  of  means,  which  carrieth 
not  a  fymmxtry  with  your  majefty  and  greatnefs. 
He  is  gone,  from  whom  thofe  courfes  did  wholly  flow. 
So  have  your  wants  and  neceflities  in  particular,  as 
it  were,  hanged  up  in  two  tablets  before  the  eyes  of 
your  Lords  and  Com.mons  to  be  talked  of  for  four 
months  together  :  to  have  all  your  courfes  to  help 
yourfelf  in  revenue  or  profit  put  into  printed  books, 
which  were  wont  to  be  held  arca'riaimfcrli :  to  have 
fuch  worms  of  aldermen  to  lend  for  ten  in  the  hun- 
dred upon  good  ailurance,  and  vvith  fuch  *  *,  as  if  it 
fhould  fave  the  bark  of  your  fortune  :  to  contradt 
ftill  where  might  be  had  the  readied  payment,  and 
not  the  befl  bargain  :  to  ftir  a  number  of  projedls 
for  your  profit,  and  then  to  blail  them,  and  leave 
your  Majefty  nothing  but  the  icandai  of  them  :  to 
pretend  an  even  carriage  betv/een  your  Majefly's 
rights  and  the  eafe  of  the  people,  and  to  fatisfy 
neither.  Thefe  courfes,  and  others  the  like,  I  hope, 
are  gone  with  the  devifer  of  them,  which  have  turned 
your  Majefty  to  ineftimable  prejudice  -J/), 

I  hope 

{h)   It  will  be  but  juftice  to  the  meniory  of  the  Earl  of  Saiif- 
bury to  remark,  tliat  this  diiadviin:3g.eons  char;;£ler  of  him  by 
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I  hope  your  Majefly  will  pardon  my  liberty  of 
writing.  I  know  thelb  tilings  are  majora  quam  fro 
fcrtund:  but  they  are  minora  qiw.m pro Jludio  et  voliin- 
tate,  I  afTure  myfelf,  your  Majefby  taketh  not  me 
for  one  of  a  bufy  nature ;  for  my  ftate  being  free 
from  all  difficulties,  and  I  havino-  fuch  a  larse  field  for 

'  Do 

contemplations,  as  I  have  partly,  and  fhall  much 
more  make  manifeft  to  your  Majefly  and  the  world, 
to  occupy  my  thoughts,  nothing  could  make  me 
a6live,  but  love  and  affection.  So  praying  my  God 
to  blefs  and  favour  your  perfon  and  eftate,  &c. 

To  the  Kin  g. 

Ir  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Majefly, 

I  HAVE,  with  all  pofTible  diligence  fince  your 
Majefly's  progrefs,  attended  the  fervice  com- 
mitted to  the  fub-commifTioners,  touching  the  re- 
pair and  improvement  of  your  Majefly's  means : 
and  this  I  have  done,  not  only  in  meeting,  and  con- 
ference, and  debate  with  the  refl  •,  but  alio  by  my 
leveral  and  private  meditation  and  inquiry.  So  that, 
befides  the  joint  account,  which  we  fliall  give  to 
the  Lords,  I  hope  I  fnall  be  able  to  give  your  Majefly 
fomewhat  ex  propric.  For  as  no  man  loveth  better 
co?iftilere  in  commune  than  I  do;  neither  am  I  of  thofe 
fine  ones,  that  ufe  to  keep  back  any  thing,  wherein 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  recms  to  have  been  heightened  by  the  preju- 
dices of  the  latter  againfl  that  able  Minifler,  grounded  upon 
iOme  furpicion%  that  the  Earl  had  not  ferved  him  with  fo  much 
czeal,  as  he  might  have  expected  from  fo  near  a  relation,  cither 
in  Qaeen  Elizabeth's  reign,  or  that  of  her  fuccelTor.  Nor  is  it 
any  juft  imputation  on  his  Lordfhip,  that  he  began  to  decline  in 
King  James  I's  good  opinion,  when  his  Majelly's  ill  ceconomy 
occanoned  demands  on  the  Lord  Treafurer,  which  all  his  fkill,  in 
the  bufmefs  of  the  finances,  could  not  anfwer,  but  which  drew  from 
him  advices  and  remonftrances  Hill  extant,  which  that  King,  not 
being  very  ready  to  profit  by,  conceived  fome  refentment  againft 
hij  old  fervant,  and  even  retained  it  a^aiaH  his  jBs;nory. 

2  '  they 
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they  thiPxk  they  may  win  credit  apart,  and  fo  make 
the  coniultation  almofl  inutile.     So  neverthelefs,  in 
cafes,  where  matters  fnall  fall  in  upon  the  bye,  per- 
haps of  no  lefs  v^^orrh  than  that,  which  is  the  proper 
fubjed:  of  the  confultation  •,  or  where  I  find  things 
palfed  over  too  (lightly,  or  in  cafes,  where  that,  which 
I  fhould  advife,  is  of  that  nature,  as  I  hold  it  not 
fit  to  be  communicated  to  all  thofe,  with  whom  I 
am  joined  •,  thefe  parts  of  bufmefs  I  put  to  my  pri- 
vate account ;    not  becaufe  I  would    be    ofRcious, 
(though  I  profefs  I  would  do  works  of  fupereroga- 
tion,  if  I  could)  but  in  a  true  difcretion  and  caution. 
And  your  Majefiy  had  fome  tafte  in  thofe  notes, 
which  I  gave  you  for  the  wards,  (which  it  pleafed 
you  to  fay  were  no  tricks  nor  novelties,    but  true 
paiTages  of  bufmefs)  that  mine  own   particular  re- 
membrances and  obfervations  are  not  like  to  be  un- 
profitable.    Concerning  which  notes  for  the  Wards, 
though  I  might  fay,  fic  vos  non  vohis  ^  yet  let  that 
pafs. 

I  have  alfo  confidered  fully  of  that  great  propofi- 
tion,  which  your  Majeily  commended  to  m.y  care  and 
lludy,  touching  the  converfion  of  your  revenue  of  land 
into  a  multiplied  prefent  revenue  of  rent :  wherein,  I 
fay,  1  have  confidered  of  the  means  and  courfe  to  be 
taken,  of  the  afTurance,  of  the  rates,  of  the  excep- 
tions, and  of  the  arguments  for  and  againfb  it.    For 
though  the  projed;  itfelf  be  as  old  as  I  can  remember, 
and  falleth  under  ever/  man's  capacity ;  yet  the  dif- 
pute  and  manage  of  it  afketh  a  great  deal  of  confi- 
deration  and  judgement  -,  projects  being  like  iEfop's 
tongues,  the  beft  meat  and  the  worfl:,    as  they  are 
chofen  and  handled.     But  furely,  uhi  deficiunt  rerr.edla 
cr  dinar  ia^  recurrendmn  eft  ad  estraor  din  aria.     Of  this 
alfo  I  am  ready  to  give  your  Majefiy  an  accoi:nt. 

Generally  upon  this  fubje6t:  of  the  repair  of  ycuir 
Majefiy *s  means,  I  befeech  your  Majefry  to  gi\  e  me 
leave  to  make  this  judgement,  that  your  Majefiy 's 

D  recovery 
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recovery  muft  be  by  the  medicines  of  the  Galenifls 
and  Arabians,  and  not  of  the  chemifts  or  Paracelfians. 
For  it  will  not  be  wrought  by  any  one  fine  extract, 
or  ilrono;  water  ;  but  by  a  (kilful  company  of  a  num- 
ber of  tngredients,   and  thofe  by  juft  weight  and 
proportion,   and  that  of  fome  fimples,  which  per- 
haps of  themfelves,  or  in  over-great  quantity,  were 
little  better  than  poifons  •,  but  mixed,  and  broken, 
and  in  juft  quantity,  are  full  of  virtue       And  le- 
condly,  that  as  your  Majefty's  growing  behind-hand 
hath  been  work  of  time ;  fo  muft  likewife  be  your 
Maiefty's  coming  forth  and  making  even,     ^ot  but 
I  wifh  it  were  by  all  good  and  fit  means  accele- 
rated  ;  but  that  I  forefee,  that  if  your  Majefty  fhall 
propound  to  yourfelf  to  do  \tperfaltum,  it  can  hardly 
be  without  accidents  of  prejudice  to  your  honour, 
fafety,  or  profit. 

Indorfed, 
My  letter  to  the  King,  touching  his  eftate  in  general, 
September  i8th,  1612. 

<To  the  King. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

ACCORDING  to  your  Highnefs's  pleafure 
fignified  by  my  Lord  Chamberlain  (0,  I  hav« 
confidered  of  the  petition  of  certain  baronets  (^) 
made  unto  your  Majefty  for  confirmation  and  extent, 

tc)  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

(d)  The  order  of  baronets  was  created  by  patent  ot  King 
Tames  I,  dated  the  22d  of  May,  161 1.  The  year  following,  a 
decree  was  made  relating  to  their  place  and  precedence,  and  tour 
years  after,  viz.  in  1616,  another  decree  to  the  fame  purpole. 
See  Selden's  Titles  of  Honour,  Part.  II.  Ch.  V.  p.  82I.  Ch.  Al. 
p.  906,  and  910.  id  Edit.  fol.  1631.. 
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or  explanation  of  certain  points  mentioned  in  their 
charter ;  and  am  of  opinion,  that  firil,  whereas  it 
is  defired,  that  the  baronets  be  declared  a  middle 
degree  between  baron  and  knight,  I  hold  this  to  be 
realonable  as  to  their  placing. 

Secondly,  where  it  is  defired,  that  unto  the  words 
degree  or  dignity  of  barcn,  the  word  honour  might  be 
added ;  I  know  very  well,  that  in  the  preface  of  the 
baronets  parent  it  is  mentioned,  that  all  honours  are 
derived  from  the  king.     I  find  alfo,  that  m  the  patent 
of  the  baronets,  which  are  marfKalled  under  the  ba- 
rons (except  it  be  certain  principals)  the  v/ord  honour 
is  granted.     I  find  alfo,  that  the  word  dignity  is  many 
times  in  law  a  fuperior  word  to  the  word  honour^  as 
being  applied  to  the  King  himfelf,  all  capital  indid- 
ments  concluding  contra  coronam  et  dignitatem  noftram. 
It  is  evident  alfo,  that  the  word  honour  and  honourable 
are  ufed  in  thefe  times  in  common  fpeech  very  pro- 
mifcuouOy.     Neverthelefs,  becaufe  the  ftyle  of  ho- 
nour belongs  chiefly  to  peers  and  counfellors,  I  am 
doubtful  what  opinion  to  give  therein. 

Thirdly,  whereas  it  is  believed,  that  if  there  be 
any  queftion  of  precedence  touching  baronets,  it  may 
be  ordered,  that  the  fame  be  decided  by  the  com- 
miffioners  marfhal,  I  do  not  fee  but  it  may  be  granted 
them  for  avoiding  difturbances. 

Fourthly,  for  the  precedence  of  baronets,  I  find 
no  alteration  or  difficulty,  except  it  be  in  this,  that 
the  daughters  of  baronets  are  defired  to  be  declared 
to  have  precedence  before  the  wives  of  knights  eldefl 
fons  \  which,  becaufe  it  is  a  degree  hereditary,  and 
that  in  all  examples,  the  daughters  in  general  have 
place  next  the  eldefl  brothers  wives,  I  hold  conve- 
nient. 

Laftly,  whereas  it  is  defired,  that  the  apparent 
heirs  males  of  the  bodies  of  the  baronets  may  be 
knighted  during  the  life  of  their  fathers ;  for  that  I 
have  received  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  a  fignifica- 

D  2  tion. 
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tlon,  that  your  Majefty  did  fo  underftand  it,  I  hum- 
bly fubfcribe  thereunto,  with  this,  that  the  baronets 
eldeft  fons  being  knights  do  not  take  place  of  ancient 
knights,  lb  long  as  their  fathers  live. 

All  which  neverthelefs  I  humbly  fubmit  to  your 
Majefty's  better  judgement. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble,  and 
moft  bounden  fervant, 

Fr.  Ba  con. 


Tbe  Charge  againji  Mr,  Whitelocke  {e). 

My  Lords, 

THE  offence,    wherewith   Mr.   Whitelocke  is 
charged  (for  as  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell,  I  take 
it  to  my  part  only  to  be  forry  for  his  error)  is  a  con- 
tempt 

{e)  He  had  been  committed.  In  May  1613,  to  the  Fleet,  for 
fpeaklng  too  boldly  againft  the  marfhal's  court,  and  for  giving 
his  opinion  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell,  Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
^nd  Vice- Admiral,  that  the  commifTion  to  the  Earl  of  Notting-* 
ham,  Lord  High  Admiral,  for  reviewing  and  reforming  the  dif- 
orders  committed  by  the  officers  of  the  navy,  was  not  according 
to  law ;  though  Mr.  Whitelocke  had  given  that  opinion  only  in 
private  to  his  client,  and  not  under  his  hand.  Sir  Robert 
Manfell  was  alfo  committed  to  the  Marfhalfea,  for  animating 
the  Lord  Admiral  againft  the  commiffion.  [Sir  Ralph  Wind- 
wood's  Memorials  of  State,  Vol.  III.  p.  460.]  This  Mr. 
Whitelocke  was  probably  the  fame  with  James  Whitelocke, 
who  was  born  in  London,  28  November  1572,  educated  at 
Merchant  Taylor's  fchool  there,  and  St.  John's  college  in  Ox- 
ford, and  ftudied  law  in  the  Middle  Temple,  of  which  he  was 
fummer  reader  in  1619.  In  the  preceding  year,  161 8,  he 
flood  for  the  place  of  recorder  of  the  city  of  London,  but 
was  not  elefted  to  it,  Robert  Heath,  £{q;  being  chofen 
on  the  loth  of  November,  chiefly  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  King,  the  city  having  been  told,  that  they  muft  choofe 
none,  whom  his  Majelly  fliould  refufe,  as  he  did  in  par- 
ticular 
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tempt  of  an  high  nature,  and  refting  upon  two  parts : 
on  the  one,  a  prelumptuous  and  licentious  cenfure 
and  defying  of  his  Majefty's  prerogative  in  general ; 
the  other,  a  flander  and  traducement  of  one  a6l  or 
emanation  hereof,  containing  a  commiffion  of  furvey 
and  reformation  of  abufes  in  the  office  of  the  navy. 

This  offence  is  fit  to  be  opened  and  fet  before  your 
Lordfhips  (as  it  hath  been  well  begun,)  both  in  the 
true  ftate,  and  in  the  true  weight  of  it.  For  as  I 
defire,  that  the  nature  of  the  offence  may  appear  in 
its  true  colours ;  fo,  on  the  other  fide,  I  defire,  that 
the  fhadow  of  it  may  not  darken  or  involve  any 
thing,  that  is  lawful,  or  agreeable  with  the  jufl:  and 
reafonable  liberty  of  the  fubjedt. 

Firfl,  we  mufl  and  do  agree,  that  the  afking,  and 
taking,  and  giving  of  counfel  in  law  is  an  effential 
part  of  juflice  ;  and  to  deny  that,  is  to  fhut  the  gate 
of  juflice,  which  in  the  Hebrews  commonwealth 
was  therefore  held  in  the  gate,  to  fhew  all  palTage 
to  juflice  mufl  be  open  :  and  certainly  counfell  in 
law  is  one  of  the  pafTages.  But  yet,  for  all  that, 
this  hberty  is  not  infinite  and  without  limits. 

If  a  jefuited  papifl  fhould  come,  and  afk  counfel 
(I  put  a  cafe  not  altogether  feigned)  whether  all  the 
a6ls  of  parliament  made  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth and  King  James  are  void  or  no-,  becaufe 
there  are  no  lawful  bifhops  fitting  in  the  upper  houfe, 
and  a  parliament  mufl  confifl  of  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal  and  commons ;  and  a  lawyer  will  fet  it 
under  his  hand,  that  they  be  all  void,  I  will  touch 
him  for  high  treaibn  upon  this  his  counfel. 

ticular  except  to  Mr.  Whitelocke  by  name  [MS.  letter  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  November  14,  16 18.] 
Mr.  Whitelocke,  however,  was  call'd  to  the  degree  of  ferjeant 
in  Trinity  Term  1620,  knighted,  made  Chief  Juftice  of  Chefter  ; 
and  at  laft,  on  the  i8th  of  0(flober,  1624,  one  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  King's  Bench  ;  in  which  poll  he  died  June  1632.  He  was 
father  of  Balflrode  Whitelocke,  Efq;  CommilTioner  of  the  Great 
Seal. 

D  3  So, 


38  L  E  r  r  E  R  S,    &c.    of 

So,  if  a  puriuan  preacher  will  afk  counfel,  whether 
he  may  ftyle  the  King  Defender  of  the  Faith,  becaufe 
he  receives  not  the  difcipline  and  prefhytery  •,  and  the 
lawyer  will  tell  him,  it  is  no  part  of  the  King's  ftyle, 
it  will  go  hard  Vv^ith  fuch  a  lawyer. 

Or  if  a  tnbunitious  popular  fpirit  will  go  and  afk 
a  lawyer,  whether  the  oath  and  band  of  allegiance  be 
to  the  kingdom  and  crown  only,  and  not  to  the 
King  (as  was  Hugh  Spenier's  cafe,)  and  he  deliver 
his  opinion  as  Hugh  Spenfer  did  -,  he  will  be  in 
Hugh  Spenfer's  danger. 

So  as  the  privilege  of  giving  counfel  proveth  not 
all  opinions  :  and  as  fome  opinions  given  are  traitor- 
ous j  fo  are  there  others  of  a  much  inferior  nature, 
which  are  contemptuous.  And  among  thefe  I  reckon 
Mr.Whitelocke's  •,  for  as  for  his  loyalty  and  true  heart 
to  the  King,  God  forbid  I  fhould  doubt  it. 

Therefore  let  no  m.an  miftake  fo  far,  as  to  conceive, 
that  any  lawful  and  due  liberty  of  the  fubje6l  for 
afking  counfel  in  law  is  called  in  queftion,  when 
points  of  difloyalty  or  of  contempt  are  reftrained. 
Nay,  we  fee  it  is  the  grace  and  favour  of  the  King 
and  his  courts,  that  if  the  cafe  be  tender,  and  a  wife 
lawyer  in  modefty  and  difcretion  refufeth  to  be  of 
council  (for  you  have  lawyers  fomctimes  too  nice  as 
well  as  too  bold)  they  are  then  ruled  and  afTigned  to 
be  of  council.  For  certainly  counfell  is  the  blind 
man's  guide  -,  and  forry  I  am.  with  all  my  heart,  that 
in  this  cafe  the  blind  did  lead  the  blind. 

For  the  offence,  for  which  -  Mr.  Whitelocke  is 
charged,  I  hold  it  great,  and  to  have,  as  J  faid  at 
firft,  two  parts  ♦,  the  one  a  cenfure,  and  (in  as  much 
as  in  him  is)  a  circling,  nay  a  clipping,  of  the  King's 
prerogative  in  general :  the  other,  a  fiander  and  de- 
pravanon  of  the  King's  power  and  honour  in  this 
commifTion. 

And  for  the  firft  of  thefe,  I  confider  it  again  in 
three  degrees :   firft,  that  he  prefumed  to  cenfure 

the 
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the  King's  prerogative  at  all.  Secondly^  that  he 
runneth  into  the  generality  of  it  more  than  was  per- 
tinent to  the  prefent  queftion.  And  iaflly,  that  he 
hath  erroneously,  and  fallely,  and  dangeroufly  given 
opinion  in  derogation  of  it. 

Firfl,  I  make  a  great  difference  between  the 
King's  grants  and  ordinary  comrnmiiTions  of  jullice, 
and  the  King's  high  comnnilTions  of  regiment,  or 
mixed  with  caufes  of  flate. 

For  the  former,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  may 
be  freely  queilioned  and  difputed  (and  any  defecl  in 
matter  or  form  flood  upon,)  though  the  King  be 
many  times  the  adverfe  party  : 

But  for  the  latter  fort,  they  are  rather  to  be  dealt 
with  (if  at  all)  by  a  modefb,  and  humble  intimation 
or  remonftrance  to  his  Majeilyand  his  council,  than 
by  bravery  of  difpute  or  peremptory  oppofition. 

Of  this  kind  is  that  properly  to  be  underftood, 
which  is  faid  in  Bra6ton,  Be  chartis  et  fa5fis  regiis 
non  dehent  aut  pojjunt  juftitiarii  aut  private  perfon^ 
dlfpntare^  fed  tutius  efi^  ut  expeSetur  fententia  regis. 

And  the  King's  courts  themfelves  have  been  ex- 
ceeding tender  and  fparing  in  it  \  fo  that  there  is  in 
all  our  law,  not  three  cafes  of  it.  And  in  that  very 
cafe  of  24  Ed.  3.  afs.  pi,  s.  which  Mr.  Whitelocke 
vouched,  wliere,  as  it  was  a  commiffion  to  arreft  a 
man,  and  to  carry  him  to  prifon,  and  to  feize  his 
goods  without  any  form  of  juftice  or  examination 
preceding  ;  and  that  the  Judges  faw  it  was  obtained 
^^Y  furreption  :  yet  the  Judges  faid  they  would  keep 
it  by  them,  and  fhew  it  to  the  King's  council. 

But  Mr.  Whitelocke  did  not  advife  his  client  to 
acquaint  the  King's  council  with  it,  but  prcfump- 
tuoufly  giveth  opinion,  that  it  is  void.  Nay,  not 
fo  much  as  a  claufe  or  paffage  of  modefly,  as  that 
he  fubmits  his  opinion  to  cenfure :  that  it  is  too 
great  a  matter  for"  him  to  deal  in  -,  or  this  is  my  opi- 
nion,   which  is  nothing,   &c.     But  illotis  manihus, 
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he  takes  it  into  his  hands,  and  pronoun ceth  of 
it,  as  a  man  would  fcarcely  do  of  a  warrant  of  a 
juHice  of  peace,  and  fpeaks  like  a  ditlator,  that- 
ibis  is  lazVy  and  ibis  is  agairijl  law^  &c.  (f). 

Robert  Earl  of  Somerset  to  .S/r  Thomas  Over- 
bury  (g).  From  a  Copy  amo'ng  Lord  'B acquis  J>apers 
in  the  Lambeth  library. 


C)IR, 

I  HAVE  confidered,  that  my  anfwer  to  you,  and 
what  I  have  orherwife  to  fay,   will    exceed  the 
bounds  of  a  letter ;    and  now   having   not  much 


(f)  Sir  H.  Wotton  in  a  letter  of  his  to  Sir  Edmund  Bacon 
[Reliq.  Wottcn.  p.421.  Edit.  3d]  written  about  the  beginning  of 
June,  161 3,  mentions,  that  Sir  Robert Manfell  and  Mr.Whitelocke 
v/ere,  on  the  Saturday  before,  called  to  a  very  honourable  hear- 
ing in  the  Queen's  prefence-chamber  at  Whitehall,  before  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  with  intervention  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Judice  Coke,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Tanficld,  and  the  Mafler  of 
the  Rolls  ;  the  Lord  Chief  Jullice  of  the  King's  Berxh,  Fleming, 
being  kept  at  home  by  fome  infirmity.  There  the  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor  firH  undertook  Mr.  Whitelocke,  and  the  Recorder 
[Henry  Montagu],  as  the  King's  Serjeant,  Sir  Robert  Manfell, 
charging  the  one  as  a  counfellor,  the  other  as  a  quefdoncr,  in 
matters  of  the  King's  prerogative  and  fovereignty  upon  occafion 
of  a  commiifion  intended  for  a  refearch  into  the  adminilbation 
of  the  admiralty.  **  Whitelocke  in  his  anhver,  acids  Sir  Henry 
*'  W^otiov.,  fpake  more  confufedly  than  was  expefted  from  a  lawyer ; 
**  and  the  knight  more  temperately  than  was  expedled  from  a 
*'  foldier.  .  .  .  Whitelocke  ended  his  fpeech  with  an  abfolute 
*'  confcffion  of  his  own  offence,  and  with  a  promife  of  employing 
**  himfelf  hereafter  in  defence  of  the  King's  prerogative.  .  .  . 
**  In  this  they  generally  agreed,  both  counfellors  and  judges, 
*'  to  reprefent  the  humiliation  of  both  the  prifoners  to  the  King 
**  in  lieu  of  innocency,  and  to  intercede  for  his  gracious  par- 
*'  don  :  which  was  done,  and  accordingly  the  next  day  they 
*'  were  inlarged  upon  a  fubmiffion  under  writing." 

(g)  He  was  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  2iil  of  April, 
1613,  and  died  there  of  poifon  on  the  15th  of  September  foK 
lowing. 

time 
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time  to  ufe  betwixt  my  waiting  on  the  King,  and 
the  removes  we  do  make  in  this  our  little  progrefs, 
I  thought  fit  to  ufe  the  fame  man  to  you,  whom  I 
have  heretofore  many  times  employed  in  the  fame 
bufmefs.  He  has,  befides  an  account  and  a  better 
defcription  of  me  to  give  you,  to  make  a  repetition  of 
the  former  carriages  of  all  this  bufinefs,  that  you  may 
diilinguifh  that,  which  he  did  by  knowledge  of  mine 
and  direction,  and  betwixt  that  he  did  out  of  his 
own  difcretion  without  my  warrant.  With  all  this 
he  has  to  renew  to  you  a  form.er  defire  of  mine, 
which  was  the  ground-work  of  this,  and  the  chief 
errand  of  his  coming  to  you,  wherein  I  defire 
your  anfwer  by  him.  I  would  not  employ  this  gen- 
tleman to  you,  if  he  were,  as  you  conceit  of  him, 
your  unfriend,  or  an  ill  inflrument  betwixt  us.  So 
owe  him  the  teflimony  of  one,  that  has  fpoken  as 
honeilly,  and  given  more  praifes  of  you,  than  any 
man,  that  has  fpoken  to  me. 

My  hafte  at  this  time  makes  me  to  end  fooner  than 
I  expected  :  but  the  fubjecl  of  my  next  fending  fhall 
be  to  anfwer  that  part  you  give  me  in  your  love, 
with  a  return  of  the  fame  from 

Your  affured  loving  friend, 

R.  Somerset. 
Indorfed,  Lord  Somerfef  s  firft  letter. 


H 


'To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moll  excellent  Majefty, 

AVING  underftood  of  the  death  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Juflice  (h)^  I  do  ground  in  all  humble- 


(h)  Sir  Thomas  Fleming,  who  died  about  Auguft  16 13. 

nefs 
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nefs  an  afiured  hope,  that  your  Majefly  will  not 
think  of  any  other  but  your  poor  fervants,  your  At- 
torney (/),  and  your  Sollicitor  (^),  one  of  them, 
for  that  place.  Elfe  we  ihall  be  like  Noah's  dove, 
not  knowing  where  to  reft  our  feet.  For  the  places 
of  reft,  after  the  extreme  painful  places,  wherein 
we  ferve,  have  ufed  to  be  either  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's place,  or  the  Mafterftiip  of  the  Rolls,  or  the 
places  of  the  Chief  Juftices :  whereof,  for  the  firft, 
I  could  be  ^Imoft  loth  to  live  to  fee  this  worthy 
counfellor  fail.  The  Mafterfnip  of  the  Rolls  is 
blocked  with  a  reverfion  (I),  My  Lord  Coke  is 
like  to  oudive  us  both.  So  as,  if  this  turn  fail,  I 
for  my  part  knov/  not  whither  to  look.  I  have 
ferved  your  Majefty  above  a  prenticehood,  full  feven 
years  and  more,  as  your  Sollicitor,  which  is,  I 
think,  one  of  the  painfuUeft  places  in  your  kingdom, 
fpecially  as  my  em.ployments  have  been  ;  and  God 
hath  brought  mine  own  years  to  fifty  two,  which 
I  think  is  older  than  ever  any  Sollicitor  conti- 
nued unpreferred.  My  fuit  is  principally,  that  you 
wDuld  remove  Mr.  Attorney  to  the  place.  If  he 
refufe,  then  I  hope  your  Majefty  will  feek  no  far- 
ther than  myielf,  that  I  may  at  laft,  out  of  your 
Majefty's  grace  and  favour,  ftep  forwards  to  a  place 
either  of  more  comfort  or  more  eafe.  Befides,  how  ne- 
ceiTary  it  is  for  your  Majefty  to  ftrengthen  your  fer- 
vice  amongft  the  Judges  by  a  Chief  Juftice,  which 
is  lure  to  your  prerogative,  your  Majefty  knoweth. 
Therefore  I  ceafe  farther  to  trouble  your  Majefty, 
humbly  craving  pardon,    and  relying  wholly  upon 

(;)  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  who  was  made  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  November  26,  16 13,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Edward  Coke,  removed  to  the  poft  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  tbe 
King's  Bench,  Oftober  25. 

{k)  Sir  Francis  Bacon  himfelf,  who  was  appointed  Attorney 
General,  Oftober  27,   16 13. 

(IJ  to  Sir  Julius  Csefar. 

your 
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vour  goodnefs  and  remembrance,  and  refting  in  all 
true  humblenefs, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  devoted, 

and  faithful  fubjed  and  fervant, 

Fr»  Bacon.' 


Reafonswhy  it  Jhould  he  exceeding  much  for  his  Majefiy^s. 
fervice  to  remove  the  Lord  Coke  from  the  place  he 
now  holdeth  [ni)  to  be  Chief  J  lift  ice  of  EnglavA  {n)y 
and  the  Attorney  (o)  to  fucceed  him^  and  the  Sollici'^ 
tor  (p)  the  Attorney, 

First,  it  will  flrengthen  the  King's  caufes  greatly 
amongft  the  Judges  :  for  both  my  Lord  Coke  will 
think  himfelf  near  a  Privy  Counfellor's  place,  and 
thereupon  turn  obfequious ;  and  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, a  new  man,  and  a  grave  perfon,  in  a  Judge's 
place,  will  come  in  well  to  the  other,  and  hold  him 
hard  to  it,  not  without  emulation  between  them, 
who  fhall  pleafe  the  King  bed. 

Secondly,  the  Attorney  General  forteth  not  fo 
well  with  his  prefent  place,  being  a  man  timid  and 
icrupulous  both  in  parliament  and  other  bufmefs, 
and  one,  that  in  a  word  was  made  fit  for  the  late 
Lord  Treafurer's  bent,  which  was  to  do  little  with 
much  formality  and  proteftation  :  whereas  the  now 
Sollicitor  going  more  roundly  to  work,  and  being 
of  a  quicker  and  more  earneft  temper,  and  more  ef- 
fectual in  that  he  dealeth  in,  is  like  to  recover  that 

(m)  of  Chief  JuHice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  that  office  June  3c,    1606. 

(«)  He  was  advanced  to  that  office  Odober  25,   16 13. 

(c)  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  who  had  been  appointed  Attorney 
General  July  4,   1606. 

(p)  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  who  had  been  fworn  Sollicitor  Gene- 
ral June  25,   1607. 

ftrength 
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ftrength  to  the  King's  prerogative,  which  it  hath 
had  in  times  pail,  and  which  is  due  unto  it.  And 
for  that  purpoie  there  mufl  be  brought  in  to  be 
Sollicitor  fome  man  of  courage  and  fpeech,  and  a 
grounded  lav/yer  \  which  done,  his  Majeily  will 
fpeedily  find  a  marv^ellous  change  in  his  bufmefs. 
For  it  is  not  to  purpofe  for  the  Judges  to  Hand  well- 
difpofed,  except  the  King's  council,  which  is  the 
aftive  and  moving  part,  put  the  Judges  well  to  it ; 
for  in  a  weapon,  what  is  a  back  without  an  edge  ? 

Thirdly,  the  King  fhall  continue  and  add  reputa- 
tion to  the  Attorney's  and  Sollicitor's  place,  by  this 
orderly  advancement  of  them  •,  which  two  places  arc 
the  champions  places  for  his  rights  and  preroga- 
tive •,  and  being  llripped  of  their  expetStations  and 
fuccefTions  to  great  place,  will  wax  vile  ;  and  then 
his  Majelly's  prerogative  goeth  down  the  wind. 
Befides,  the  remove  of  my  Lord  Coke  to  a  place  of 
leis  profit  (though  it  be  with  his  will)  yet  will  be 
thought  abroad  a  kind  of  difcipline  to  him  for  op- 
pofmg  himfeif  in  the  King's  caufes  ;  the  example 
"vvhereof  will  contain  others  in  more  awe. 

Laftly,  whereas  now  it  is  voiced  abroad  touching 
the  fupply  of  places,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  labour 
and  canvafs,  and  money;  and  other  perfons  are  chiefly 
fpoken  of  to  be  the  men  and  the  great  fuitors  ;  this 
will  appear  to  be  the  King's  own  act,  and  is  a  courfe 
fo  natural  and  regular,  as  it  is  without  all  fufpicion 
of  thefe  by-courfes,  to  the  King's  infinite  honour. 
For  men  fay  now,  the  King  can  make  good  fecond 
Judges  (as  he  hath  done  lately  (^)  •,)  but  that  is  no 
maftery,  becaufe  men  fue  to  be  kept  from  thefc 
places.  But  nov/  is  the  trial  in  thofe  great  places,, 
how  his  Majefty  can  hold  good,  where  there  is  great 
fuit  and  means. 

(^)  Sir  John  Dodderidge  was  made  a  Judge  of  the  King's 
Bench,  November  25,  1612,  and  Sir  Auguftia  Nichols  of  the 
Coinmon  Pleas  the  day  following. 

4  Tq 
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'To  Mr.  John  Murray  (r)  df  the  Bed-chamher  to  the 
King  (*). 
Mr.  Murray, 

I  KEEP  the  fame  meafure  in  a  proportion  with  my 
mailer  and  with  my  friend  ^  which  is,  that  I 
will  never  deceive  them  in  any  thing,  which  is  in 
my  power ;  and  when  my  pov/er  faileth  my  will,  I 
am  lbrr\'. 

Monday  is  the  day  appointed  for  performing  his 
Majefl)^'s  commandment.  Till  then  I  cannot  tell 
what  to  advife  you  farther,  except  it  fhould  be 
this,  that  in  caie  the  Judges  fhould  refufe  to  take 
order  in  it  themfelves,  then  you  muft  think  of 
fome  warrant  to  Mr.  Secretary,  who  is  your  friend, 
and  conftant  in  the  bufmefTes,  that  he  fee  forth- 
with his  Majefty's  commandment  executed,  touching 
the  double  lock  ;  and,  if  need  be,  repair  to  the  place, 
and  fee  by  view  the  manner  of  keeping  the  feal ; 
and  take  order,  that  there  be  no  flay  of  working  of 
the  feal  for  juflice,  nor  no  prejudice  to  Killegrew's 
farm,  nor  to  the  duty  of  money  paid  to  the  Chief 
Juftice.  Whether  this  may  require  your  prefence, 
as  you  write,  that  yourfelf  can  beft  judge.  But  of 
this  more,  when  we  have  received  the  Judges  anfwer. 
It  is  my  duty,  as  much  as  in  me  is,  to  procure  my 
mafter  to  be  obeyed.     I  ever  reft. 

Your  friend  and  aflured, 

January  21, 

1614.  Fr.  Bacon'. 

I  pray  deliver  the  inclofed  letter  to  his  Majefty. 

^0  his  very  good  friend.,  Air,   John   Murray^    of  his 
Majejifs  Bed-chamber. 

(r)  He  was  created  Vifcount  of  Annan  in  Scotland,  in  Au- 
guft,  1622.  Negotiations  of  Sir  Thomas  Roe y  in  his  embajfy  to  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  p.  93.  In  April,  1624,  the  Lord  Annan  was 
created  Earl  of  Annandale  in  Scotland.     Ibid.  p.  250. 

(*)  This,  and  the  three  following  letters,  are  printed  from 
Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  6986.  "la 
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7q  Mr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Murray, 

MY  Lord  Chancellor,  yeflerday  in  my  prefence, 
had  before  him  the  Judges  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  and  hath  performed  his  Majefty's  royal  com- 
mand in  a  very  worthy  fafhion,  fuch  as  was  fit  for 
our  mailer's  greatnefs  •,  and  becaufe  the  King  may 
know  it,  I  fend  you  the  inclofed.  This  feemeth  to 
have  wrought  the  efFe6t  defired  •,  for  prefently  I  fent 
for  Sir  Richard  Cox  (j),  and  willed  him  to  prefent 
himfelf  to  my  Lord  Hobart,  and  fignify  his  readinefs 
to  attend.  He  came  back  to  me,  and  told  me,  all 
things  went  on.  I  know  not  what  afterwards  may 
be ;  but  I  think  this  long  chace  is  at  an  end. 
I  ever  reft, 

Your's  aiTured, 

January  25, 

1614.  Jtr.  Bacon. 

^0  Mr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Murray, 

1PRAY  deliver  the  inclofed  to  his  Majefty, 
and  have  care  of  the  letter  afterwards.  I  have 
written  alfo  to  his  Majefty  about  your  reference  to 
this  purpofe,  that  if  you  can  get  power  over  the 
whole  title,  it  may  be  fafe  for  his  Majefty  to  alTent, 
that  you  may  try  the  right  upon  the  deed.  This  is 
the  fartheft  I  can  go. 
I  ever  reft, 

Your's  aflured, 
February  28, 
1614,  Fr.  Bacon. 

(j)  He  was  one  of  the  Mailers  of  the  Green  Cloth,  and  had 
had  a  quarrel  at  court  during  the  Chriftmafs  holy-days  of  the 
year  16 14,  with  Sir  Thomas  Erficine ;  which  quarrel  was  made 
up  by  the  Lords  of  the  Marfhal's  Court,  Sir  Richard  being 
obliged  to  put  up  wich  very  foul  words.  MS.  letter  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  January  12,  16 if. 

To 
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Tb  the  King. 

May  it  pleafe  your  mofl  excellent  Majefty, 

I  SEND  your  Majefty  inclofed  a  copy  of  our  lad 
examination  of  Peacham  (/),  taken  the  loth  of 
this  prefent  j  whereby  your  Majefty  may  perceive, 

that 

(/)  Edmund  PeacKam,  a  miniiler  in  Somerfetfhire  [MS.  letter 
of  Mr.    Chamberlain,  dated  January  5,   i6i|].    1  find  one  of 
both  his  names,  who  was  inftituted  into  the  vicarage  of  Ridge 
in  Hertford/hire  July  22,   1581,  and  refigned  it  in  1587  [New- 
court,  Repertor.  Vol.  I.  p.  864.]     Mr.   Peacham  was  committed 
to  the  Tower  for  inferting  feveral  treafonable  pafTages  in  a  fer- 
mon  ne^cer  preached,  nor,   as    Mr.  Juftice  Croke  remarks   in  his 
Reports  during  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I,  p.  125,  ever  intended 
to  he  preached.     Mr.   Chamberlain,   in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  Fe- 
bruary, i6i|,  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  mentions  Mr.  Feacham's 
having  been   **  ibetched   already,   though  he  be  an  old  man, 
**  and,    they  fay,    much  above    threefcore  :     but  they  could 
•'  wring  nothing  out  of  him  more  than  they  had  at  firll  in  his 
"  papers.     Yet  the  King   is  extremely  incenfed   againil  him, 
**   and  will  have  him  profecuted  to  the  uttermoft."     In  another 
letter,    dated  P'ebruary  23,    we   are  informed,   that  the  King, 
fince  his  coming  to  London  on  the  15  th,  had  had  **  the  opinion. 
*'  of  the  Judges  feverally  in  Peacham's  cafe  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that 
**  moftof  them  concur  to  find  it  treafon  :   yet  my  Lord  Chief 
<*  Juftice  [Coke]  is  for  the  contrary ;   and  if  the  Lord  Hobart, 
**  that  rides  the  weftern  circuit,   can  be  drawn  to  jump  with  his 
««  collegue,  the  Chief  Baron  [Tanfield,]  it  is  thought  he  fliail 
"  be  fent  down  to  be  tried,    and  truffed  up  in  Somerfetlhire." 
In  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  March,    i6i|,   Mr.  Chamberlain  writes, 
**  Peacham's  trial  at  the  weftern  affizes  is  put  off,  and  his  journey 
**  ftayed,   Uiough  Sir  Randall  Crew,  the  King's  Serjeant,  and 
*'  Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  the  SoUicitor,  were  ready  to  go  to  horfe 
*«  to  have  waited  on  him  there."    "   Peacham,    the   minilier, 
«  adds  he  in  a  leUer  of  the    l^th  of  July,    1 6 1 5,    that  hath  been 
<*  this  twelve  month  in  the  Tower,  is  fent  down  to  be  tried  for 
**  treafon  in  Somerfetfhire  before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  Sir 
^'  Henr)'  Montagu,   the  Recorder.      The   Lord  Hobart   gave 
«*  over  that  circuit  the  laft  affizes.     Sir  Randall  Crew  and  Sir 
*<  Henry  YelvertORi  the  King's  Serjeaat  and  Sollicit<aj,  are  fent 

♦'  down 


4S  L  E  r  r  E  R  S,  ^c.  of 

that  this  mifcreant  wretch  goeth  back  from  all,  and 
denieth  his  hand  and  all.  No  doubt,  being  fully  of 
belief,  that  he  fhould  go  prefently  down  to  his  trial, 
he  meant  now  to  repeat  his  part,  which  he  purpofed 
to  play  in  the  country,  which  was  to  deny  all.  But 
your  Majefly  in  your  wifdom  perceiveth,  that  this 
denial  of  his  hand,  being  not  pofTible  to  be  coun- 
terfeited, and  to  be  fworn  by  Adams,  and  lb  oft  by 
himlelf  formerly  confefied  and  admitted,  could  not 
mend  his  cafe  before  any  jury  in  the  world,  but  ra- 
ther aggravateth  it  by  his  notorious  impudency  and 
falfhood,  and  will  make  him  more  odious.  He  never 
deceived  me ;  for  when  others  had  hopes  of  difcovery, 
and  thought  time  well  fpent  that  way,  I  told  your  Ma- 
jefly, pereuntihus  miile  figure ',  and  that  he  n  )w  did 
but  turn  himfelf  ifito  divers  fliapes,  to  fave  or  delay 
his  punifhment.  And  therefore  fubmitting  myfelf 
to  your  Majefty's  high  wifdom,  I  think  myfelf  bound 
in  confcience  to  put  your  Majefty  in  remembrance, 
whether  Sir  John  Sydenham  {u)  Ihall  be  detained 
upon  this  man's  impeaching,  in  whom  there  is  no 
truth.  Notwithftanding,  that  farther  inquiry  be 
made  of  this  other  Peacham,  and  that  information 

**  down  to  profecute  the  trial."  The  event  of  this  trial,  which 
was  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  appears  from  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
letter  of  the  14th  of  that  month,  wherein,  it  is  faid,  that  "  fe- 
**  ven  knights  were  taken  from  the  bench,  and  appointed  to  be 
<*  of  the  jury,  He  defended  himfelf  very  fimply,  but  oblb*- 
**  nately  and  doggedly  enough.  But  his  offence  was  fo  foul 
**  and  fcandalous,  that  he  was  condemned  o^  high  treafon  ; 
•*  yet  not  hitherto  executed,  nor  perhaps  fhall  be,  if  he  have 
**  the  grace  to  fubmit  himfelf,  and  fnew  fome  remorfe."  He 
died,  as  appears  from  another  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  1616, 
in  the  jail  at  Taunton,  where  he  was  faid  to  have  **  left  behind 
**  a  moft  wicked  and  defperate  writing,  worfe  than  that  he  was 
**  convifted  for." 

(«)  He  had  been  confronted  about  the  end  of  February,  or  be- 
ginning of  March,  161  f,  with  Mr.  Peacham,  about  certain 
Ipeeches,  which  had  formerly  paflcd  between  them.  MS.  letter 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  from  London, 
March  2,   \6\\ 

and 
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and  light  be  taken  from  Mr.  Poulet  (^)"and  his  fer- 
vants    I  hold  It,  as  things  are,  neceflary 
God  prelerve  your  Majefty. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble  and 

devoted  fubjed-and  fervant, 

March  \z, 

1614.,  I?  T> 

*  Fr.  Bacon. 

Su^phment  of  two  pajfages  omitted  in  the  edition  of  Sir 

tp^AScnBACor^  sfpeecb  in  the  King^s  Bench  alainli 

pwEN(.r),  as  printed  in  his  works.    After  theCrds 

u  IS  bottomleis]  in  the  paragraph  blginrZ  {it 

add  '  ""^-''^  ''  "-^^  fecond^point  &c°] 

[I  SAID  in  the  beginning,  that  this  treafon  m  the 
nature  of  :t  was  old.  It  is  not  of  the  treafonV 
whereof  .t  may  be  faid,  from  the  beginning  it  11^°^; 

•'^•/^"•'a   ]^^i'^'^'  °^-^"'  not  upon  any  ftatute 
made  againft  the  Pope's  fupremacy,  or  other  maters 
that  have  reference  toreligL,  bu't  merely  ip^hS 


*'  catf  »     VTQ    1  ♦.       r  I  -^*  ^    ^'^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^lot  excommuni- 


^  law. 
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law,  which  was  born  with  the  kingdom,  and  was 
law  even  in  fuperftitious  times,  when  the  Pope  was 
received.  The  compaffing  and  imagining  of  the  King  s 
death  was  treafon.  The  ftatute  ot  the  25th  ot  x<.d- 
ward  III,  which  was  but  declaratory,  begins  with 
this  article,  as  the  capital  of  capitals  in  treafon,  and 
of  all  others  the  moft  odious  and  the  moft  perilous.] 
And  fo  the  civil  law,  &c.       ^       ,       ,.       ,  ^^ 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech,  atter  tn?  words 
[the  Duke  of  Anion  and  the  Papijis]  add 

[As  for  fubjeds,  I  fee  not,  or  ever  cou  d  difcern, 
but  that  by  infallible  confequence,  it  is  the  cafe  ot 
all  fubieas  and  people,  as  well  as  of  Kings  •,  for  it  is 
all  one  reafon,  that  a  Biihop,  upon  an  excommuni- 
cation of  a  private  man,   may  give  his  lands  and 
goods  in  fpoil,  or  caufe  him  to  be  flaiigluered    as  for 
Fhe  Pope  to  do  it  towards  a  King  •,  and  for  a  bilhop  to 
abfolve  the  fon  from  duty  to  the  father,  as  for  the  Pope 
to  abfolve  the  fubjec^  from  his  aUegiance  to  his  King. 
And  this  is  not  my  inference,  but  the  very  affirmative 
of  Pope  Urban  the  Second,  who  in  a  brief  to  Godfrey, 
Biihop  of  Luca,  hath  theie  very  words,  which  Car- 
dinal Baronius  reciteth  in  his  Anna!s,Tom.XI  p.  b02. 
Nonillos  homicidas  arbitramur,  qui  adverfus  exccj..:nuni^. 
catos  zelo  catholka  matris  ardentes  eorum  quq,itoet  tru- 
cidare  contigerit,  fpeaking  generally  of  all  excommu- 
tiicauons.] 

"To  Mr.  Murray  (*). 

Good  Mr.  Murray, 

ACCORDING  to  his  Majefty's  pleafure  by  you 
fignified  unto  me,  we  have  attended  ^ny  l^ovd 
ChanceUor  (y),   my  Lord  Treafurer  (2),    and  Mr. 

(•)  H^rl.  MSS.  Vol.  6986.  (y)  EUefmere. 

^.)  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk.  -   chancellor 
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ChanGellor  of  the   Exchequer  (.0,    concerning  Sir 
Gilbert  Houghton's  patent  flayed  at  the  fealTand 
we  have  acquainted  them  with  the  grounds  and  ftate 
of  the  fuit    to  juftiry  them,  that  it^wasjuft  and  be- 
rteficial  to  his  i.  ajelty.     And  for  anv  thin;;  we  could 
perceive  by  any  objedion  or  reply' they  mace,  we 
ktt  them  in  gooj   opinion  of  the  fame,  wirh  this, 
hat  becauie  my  Lord  Chancellor  (by  the  advice,  a 
It  feemeth    of  the  other  two)  had' acquainted  the 
council-table  ^fot  fo  many  as  were  then  orelent)  with 
that  fuit  aniongft  others,  they  thought  ^''it  to.ffay  till 
his  Majeftys  coming  to  town,    being  a:  hand,    o 
undertland  his  farther  pleasure.     V/e  purpo^  upo^ 
his  Majefty's  coming,  tu  attend  his  Maie/v     'o  .     " 
him  a  more  particular  account  of  thisbufineft,  'and 
fome  other      Mean  w.iile,  finding  his    vlaieftv  to 
have  caie  of  the  matter,    we   thought  it  our  dutvr 
to  return  this  anfwer  to  you  in  difcharge  of  his  mI 
jelly's  direction.     We  remain,  ^      i  nis  wia 

Your  affured  friends, 
July  6,  i6ix. 

Francis  B.4con% 

HenRV  YlLVERTOif* 
To    ths    KlNG(*}. 

It  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Majcfty, 
Lit    f^^^^^tl  ^^^""'  direftions  touching  yout 

pX;    tl^r.K     /"'"'°"  ^^'  '°^'  SirChnftopher 
i-arkms,  that  the  day  appointed  lor  the  judicial  fen^ 

{a)  Sir  Fulk  Grevile,  advanced  to  that  poft  October  i    r6i^ 
{^)  John  Carey,  Ba/wi  of  Hanfdon.     Ke  died  {r,  Apri!,  ,6.7. 

^  **  wnce 
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tence  fliould  hold :  and  if  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice, 
upon  my  repair  to  him,  fhould  let  me  know,  that  he 
could  not  be  prefent,    then   my   Lord  Chancellor 
fliould  proceed,    calling  to  him  my  Lord  Hobart, 
except  he  fhould  be  excepted  to  •,    and  then  fome 
other  Judge  by  conlent.     For  the  latter  part  of  this 
your  diredtion,  I  fuppofe,  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty  ill  admitting  my  Lord  Hobart  -,  for  after  he 
had  afTilled  at  fo  many  hearings,  it  would  have  been 
too  late  to  except  to  him.     But  then  your  Majefty's 
fecond  and  later  direction  (which  was  delivered  unto 
me  from  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  as  by  word  of  mouth, 
but  fo  as  he  had  fet  down  a  remembrance  thereof  in 
writing  frefhly  after  the  fignification  of  his  pleafure) 
Vv'as  to  this  effe6t,  that  before  any  proceeding  in  the 
Chancery,  there  Ihould  be  a  conference  had  between 
my  Lord  Chancellor,   my  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and 
myfelf,  how  your  Majefty's  intereft  might  be  fecured. 
This  later  dire6lion  I  acquainted  my  Lord  Chancellor 
v/ith  •,  and  finding  an  impoiribilit)%  that  this  confe- 
rence ihould  be  had  before  to-morrow,    my  Lord 
thought  good,  that  the  day  be  put  over,  taking  no 
occafion  thereof  other  than  this,  that  in  a  caufe  of  lb 
great  weight  it  was  fit  for  him  to  confer  with  his 
aluftants,  "before  he  gave  any  decree,  or  final  order. 
After  fuch  time  as.  I  have  conferred  with  my  Lords, 
according  to  your  commandment,  I  will  give  your 
Majefty  account  with  fpeed  of  the  conclufion  of  that 
conference. 

Farther,  I  think  fit  to  let  your  Majefty  know, 
that  in  my  opinion  I  hold  it  a  fit  time  to  proceed  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Rege  inconfulto,  which  is  appointed 
for  Monday.  I  did  think  thefe  greater  caufes  would 
have  come  to  period  or  paufe  fooner  :  but  now  they 
are  in  the  hight,  and  to  have  lo  great  a  matter  as  this 
of  the  Rege  rnconfulio  liandled,  when  men  do  aliud 
agere^  I  think  it  no  proper  time.  Befides,  youf 
Majefty  in  your  great  wifdom  knoweth,  that  this 
L-.^   '  '      '  ..  ^.  bufinefs 
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bufinefs  of  Mr.  Murray's  is  fomcwhat  againil  the 
ftream  of  the  Judges  incHnation  :  and  it  is  no  part  of 
a  fkilful  mariner  to  fail  on  againfl  a  tide,  when  the 
tide  is  at  ftrongeft.  If  your  Majefly  be  pleafed  to 
write  to  my  Lord  Coke,  that  you  would  have  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Rege  inconfulto  receive  a  hearing,  when 
he  fhould  be  animo  fedato  et  Ithero^  and  not  in  the 
midfl:  of  his  afTiduous  and  inceflant  cares  and  in- 
duftries  in  other  practices,  I  think  your  Majefiy  fhall 
do  your  fervice  right.  Howfoever,  I  will  be  pro- 
vided againft  the  day. 

Thus  praying  God  for  your  happy  prefervation, 
whereof  God  giveth   you  fo  many   great  pledges, 

I  reft  your  Majefty's  moft  humble  and 

devoted  fubje6l  and  fervant, 
November  17, 

1615.  Fr.  Bacon. 


Innovations  i/ttroduced  into  the  lavjs  and  gcvernme^it  (r). 

I.  The  ecclefiaftical         In   this  he  prevailed,    and 
commifTion.  the  commilTion  was  pared,  and 

namely  the  point  of  alimony 
left  out,  whereby  wives  are 
left  wholly  to  the  tyranny  of 
their  hufbands.  This  point, 
and  fome  others,  may  require 
a  review^  and  is  fit  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  commilfion. 


[c)  This  paper  was  evidently  defigned  againil  the  Lord  Chief 
Jullice  Coke. 


Againft 
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2,  Againfl  the  pro- 
vincial councils. 


^.  Againfl:  the  Star- 
chamber  for  levy- 
ing damages. 


4.  A  gain  ft  the  A.d- 
miralty. 


Again  a:  the  court 
of  the  duchy  of 
Lancafter  prohi- 
bitions go  j  and 
the  like  may  do 
to  the  Court  of 
Wards  and  Ex- 
chequer. 
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In  this  he  prevailed  in  fuch 
fort,  as  the  prefidents  are  con- 
tinually fuitors  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  inftructions,  fome^ 
times  in  one  point,  fometimes 
in  another  -,  and  the  jurifdic- 
tions  grow  into  contempt,  and 
more  would,  if  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor did  not  ftrengthen  them 
by  injun6Vions,  where  they  ex- 
ceed not  tl>eir  inftrudtions. 

In  this  he  was  over-ruled  by 
thefentence  of  the  court;  but 
he  bent  all  his  flrength  and  wits 
to  have  prevailed  ;  and  fo  did 
the  other  Judges  by  long  and 
laborious  arguments  :  and  if 
they  had  prevailed,  the  autho- 
rity of  the  court  had  been  over- 
thrown. But  the  plurality  of 
the  court  took  m.ore  regard  to 
their  own  precedents,  th^n  to 
the  Judges  opinion. 

In  this  he  prevailcth,  for 
prohibitions  fly  continually ; 
and  m.any  times  are  caufe  of 
long  fuits,  to  the  difcontent  of 
foreign  ambaffadors,  and  the 
King's  difhcnour  and  trouble 
by  their  remonilrances. 

This  is  new,  and  would  be 
forthwith  reilrained,  and  the 
others  fettled. 


6.  A.£:a!nrT 


Lcrd  Chancelkr  BACON.  SS 

6.  Againfl  the  Court  In  this  he  prevaileth  ;  and 
this  but  lately  brought  in  que- 
ftion. 

In  this  his  Majefly  hath  made 
an  eftabliiliment :  and  he  hath 
not  prevailed,  but  made  a  great 
noife  and  trouble. 

8.  Pr^munire  for  This  his  Majefty  hath  alio 
eftablifhed,  being  a  ftrange  at- 
tempt to  make  the  Chancellor 
fit  under  a  hatchet,  inftead  of 
the  King's  arms. 

This  was  but  a  bravery,  and 
dieth  of  itfelf,  elpecialiy  the 
authority  of  the  Chancery  by 
his  Majefty's  late  proceedings 


of  Requelts. 


Againft  the  Chan- 
cery for  decrees 
after  judgment. 


Pr^munire  for 
fuits  in  the  Chan- 
cery. 


9.  Difputed  in  the 
Common  Pleas, 
whether  that  court 
may  grant  a  pro- 
hibition to  ftay 
fuits  in  the  Chan- 
cery, and  time 
given  to  fcarch 
for  precedents. 

10.  Againft  the  new 
borouo-hs  in  Ire- 
land. 


beinor  ib  well  eftablilhed. 


IT.  Againft  the  writs 
Dom.  Re^e  imon- 
Julto. 


This  in  good  time  was  over- 
ruled by  the  voice  of  eight 
Judges  of  ten,  after  they  had 
heard  your  Attorney.  And  had 
it  prevailed,  it  had  overthrown 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,which 
would  have  been  imputed  to  a 
fear  in  this  ftate  to  have  pro- 
ceeded •,  and  lb  his  Majefty's 
authority  and  reputation  loft 
in  that  kins;dom. 

This  is  ytt  fuh  judice :  but 
if  it  ftiould  prevail,  it  makcth 
th^  Judges  ablblute  over  the 
patents  of  the  King,  be  they 
of  power  and  profit,  contrary 

E  4  to 


5^ 


LETTERS,    ^r.    of 

to  the  antient,  and  ever  con- 
tinned  law  of  the  crown ;  which 
doth  call  thole  caufes  before 
the  King  himfelf,  as  he  is  rc- 
prefented  in  Chancer)\ 


12.  Againft  contri- 
bution, that  it  was 
not  lawful  neither 
to  levy  it,  nor  to 
move  for  it. 


13.  Peacham's  cafe. 


14.  Owen's  cafe. 


In  this  he  prevailed,  and 
gave  opinion,  that  the  King  by 
his  great  feal  could  not  fo  much 
as  move  any  his  fubjedls  for 
benevolence.  But  this  he  re- 
tra6led  after  in  the  Star-cham- 
ber ;  but  it  marred  the  bene- 
volence in  the  mean  time. 

In  this,  for  as  much  as  in 
him  was,  and  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  he  prevailed, 
though  it  was  holpen  by  the 
good  fervice  of  others.  But 
the  opinion,  which  he  held, 
amounted  in  effedt  to  this,  that 
no  word  of  fcandal  or  defama- 
tion, importing,  that  the  King 
was  utterly  unable  or  unwor- 
thy to  govern,  were  treafon, 
except  they  difabled  his  title, 
&c. 

In  this  we  prevailed  with 
him  to  give  opinion,  it  was 
treafon  :  but  then  it  was  upon 
a  conceit  of  his  own,  that  was 
no  lefs  dangerous,  than  if  he 
had  given  his  opinion  againft 
the  King :  for  he  proclaimed 
the  Kino;  excommunicate  in 
refpedl  of  the  anniverfary  bulls 
of  C^fia  Bernini y  which  was  to 

cxpofe 
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expofe  his  perfon  to  the  fury 
of  any  jeluited  confpiraror. 

1 5.  The  value  of  be-         By  this  the  intent  of  the  fla- 
ncfices  not  to  be     tuteof2i  Henry  VIII.  is  fru- 

according  to  the  ftrated  •,  for  there  is  no  bene- 
tax  in  the  King's  fice  of  fo  fmall  an  improved 
book  of  taxes.  value  as  81.  by  that  kind  of 

rating.  For  this  the  Judges 
may  be  aflembled  in  the  Ex- 
chequer for  a  conference. 

1 6.  Suits  for  legacies  The  pra6lice  hath  gone 
ought  to  be  in  againft  this  -,  and  it  is  fit,  the 
their  proper  dio-  fuit  be  where  the  probate  is. 
cefes,  and  not  in  And  this  ferved  but  to  put  a 
the  prerogative  pique  between  the  archbilhops 
court  •,  although  courts  and  the  bilhops  courts. 
the  will  be  prov-  This  may  be  again  propound- 
ed in  the  prero-  ed  upon  a  conference  of  the 
gative  court  upon     Judges, 

bona  notahilia  in 
feveral  diocefes, 
commendams,&c. 


To  Sir  George  Villi ers. 


Sir, 

THE  meflage,  which  I  received  from  you  by 
Mr.  Shute,  hath  bred  in  me  fuch  belief  and 
confidence,  as  I  will  nov/  wholly  rely  upon  your  ex- 
cellent and  happy  lelf.  When  perfons  of  greatnefs 
and  quality  begin  fpeech  with  me  of  the  matter,  and 
ofii^r  me  their  good  offices,  I  can  but  anfwer  them 
civilly.  But  thofe  things  are  but  toys  :  I  am  your's 
furer  to  vou  than  to  mine  own  life  -,  for,  as  they 
Ipeak  of  'the  l^.irquois  (lone  in  a  ring,  I  will  break 
,  u  into 
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into  twenty  pieces,  before  you  have  the  leaft  fall. 
God  keep  you  ever. 

Your  trued  fervant, 

February  i-, 

1615,  Fr.  Bacon. 

My  Lord  Charxcellor  is  prettily  amended.  I  "ivas 
with  him  yefterday  almoft  half  an  hour.  He  ufed 
me  with  wonderful  tokens  of  kindnefs.  We  both 
wept,  which  I  do  not  often. 

Indorfed, 

A  letter  to  Sir  G.  Villiers  touching  a  fnejfage  Irought  to 
hira  by  Mr.  Shute  cf  a  promife  cf  the  Chancellor's 
place. 


Afr.  ToBiE  Matthew  Ci^  to  6'/rFRANCis  Bacon, 
Attorney  General. 

May  it  pleafe  you,  Sir, 

THE  notice  I  have  from  my  Lord  Roos,  Sir 
Henry  Goodere,  and  other  friends,  of  the  ex- 
treme obligation,  wherein  I  continue  towards  you, 
together  with  the  confcience  I  have  of  the  knowledge, 
how  dearly  and  truly  I  honour  and  love  you,  and 
daily  pray,  that  you  may  rife  to  that  hight,   which 

(d)  Son  of  Dr.  Tobie  Matthew,  Archbifliop  of  York.  He 
was  born  at  Oxford  in  1578,  while  his  father  was  Dean  of  Chrift- 
church,  and  educated  there.  During  his  travels  abroad,  he  was 
feduced  to  the  Romifh  religion  by  Father  Parfons.  This  occa- 
fioned  his  living  out  of  his  own  country  from  the  year  1607  to 
16:7,  when  he  had  leave  to  return  to  England.  He  was  again 
ordered  to  lea\'«  it  in  Oiflober  161 8  ;  but  in  1622  was  recalled  to 
afSft  in  the  match  with  Spain  ;  and  on  account  of  his  endeavours 

..to  promote  it,  was  knighted  by  King  James  I.  at  Roydon,  on 
the  loth  of  Odober,  162^  '  He  tranflated  into  Italian  Sir 
Francis  Bacon's  5/%--^,  and  died  at  Ghent  in  Flanders,  Oftob.  13, 
1655,  N.  S. 

•'^i:-  the 
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the  {late,  wherein  you  live,  can  give  you,  hath 
taken  away  the  wings  of  fear,  whereby  I  was  ahnoil 
carried  av/ay  from  daring  to  importune  you  in  this 
kind.  But  1  know  how  good  you  have  always  been, 
and  are  dill,  towards  me  •,  or  rather  becaule  I  am  not 
able  to  comprehend  how  much  it  is,  I  will  prelume 
there  is  enough  for  any  ufe,  whereupon  an  honeft 
humble  fervant  may  em.ploy  it. 

It  imports  the  bufinefs  of  my  poor  eftate,  that  I 
be  reftored  to  my  country  for  fome  time ;  and  I  have 
divers  friends  in  that  court,  who  will  further  my 
defire  thereof,  and  particularly  Mr.  Secretary  Lake 
and  my  Lord  Roos,  whom  I  have  defired  to  confer 
with  you  about  it.  But  nothing  can  be  done  therein, 
unlefs  my  Lord  of  Canterbury  {e)  may  be  made  pro- 
pitious, or  at  leaft  not  averfe  ;  nor  do  I  know  in  the 
v7orld  how  to  charm  him  but  by  the  mufic  of  your 
tongue.  I  befeech  you.  Sir,  lofe  fome  minutes  upon 
me,  v/hich  1  (hall  be  glad  to  pay  by  whole  years  of 
fervice  -,  and  call  to  mind,  if  it  plekfe  you,  the  laft 
fpeech  you  made  me,  that  if  I  fhould  continue  as  I 
then  was,  and  neither  prove  ill-affe6led  to  the  ftate, 
nor  bscQme  otherwife  than  a  meer  fecular  man  in  my 
religion,  you  would  be  pleafed  to  negotiate  for  my 
return.  On  my  part  the  conditions  are  performed  ; 
and  it  remains,  that  you  do  the  like  :  nor  can  I  doubt 
but  that  the  noblenefs  of  your  nature,  which  loves 
nothing  in  the  world  fo  well  as  to  be  doing  of  good, 
can  defcend  from  being  the  Attorney  General  to  a 
great  King,  to  be  follicitor  for  one  of  the  meaneft 
lubjedts  that  he  hath. 

I  fend  my  letter  to  my  Lord's  Grace  open,  that  be- 
fore you  feal  it  (if  you  fliall  think  fit  to  feal  it,  and 
rather  not  to  deliver  it  open)  you  may  fee  the  reafons 
tha:  I  have-,  which,  if  I  be  not  partial,  are  very  preg- 
nant. Although  I  confefs,  that  till  it  was  now  very  lately 

{e)  Dr.  George  Abbot. 

2  motioned 
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motioned  to  me  by  fpme  honourable  friends,  who 
have  already  procured  to  diumprelTion  his  Majefty  of 
fome  hard  conceit  he  had  me  in,  I  did  not  greatly 
think  thereof  i  and  now  1  am  full  of  hope,  that  I 
fhall  prevail.  For  fuppofing,  that  my  Lord  of  Can- 
terbury's mind  is  but  made  of  iron,  the  adamant  of 
your  perfuafion  will  have  power  to  draw  it.  It  may 
pleafe  you  either  to  fend  a  prefent  anfwer  hereunto  -4 
or,  fmce  I  am  not  worthy  of  lb  much  favour,  to  tell 
either  of  thofe  honourable  perfons  aforenamed  what 
the  anfwer  is,  that  accordingly  they  may  co-operate. 

This  letter  goes  by  Sir  Edward  Parham,  a  gentle- 
man, whom  I  have  been  much  beholding  to.  I  know 
him  to  be  a  perfed  honeft  man  ;  and  fmce,  I  protefl, 
I  had  rather  die  than  deceive  you,  I  will  humbly 
pray,  that  he  may  rather  receive  favor  from  you,  than 
otherwife,  when  he  fhall  come  in  your  way,  which  at 
one  time  or  other  all  the  world  there  muft  do.  And 
I  fhall  acknowledge  myfclf  much  bound  to  you,  as 
being  enabled  by  this  means  to  pay  many  of  my  debts 
to  him. 

I  prefume  to  fend  you  the  copy  of  a  piece  of  a 
letter,  which  Galileo,  of  whom,  I  am  fure,  you  have 
heard,  wrote  to  a  monk  of  my  acquaintance  in  Italy, 
about  the  anfwering  of  that  place  in  Jolhua,  which 
concerns  the  fun's  {landing  flill,  and  approving  there- 
by the  pretended  fallliood  of  Copcrnicus's  opinion. 
The  letter  was  written  by  occafion  of  the  oppofition, 
which  fome  few  in  Italy  did  make  againft  Galileo,  as 
if  he  went  about  to  eftablilh  that  by  experiments, 
v/hich  appears  to  be  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture, 
But  he  makes  it  appear  the  while  by  this  piece  of  a 
letter,  which  I  fend  you,  that  if  that  pafTage  of  Scrip- 
ture doth  exprefsly  favour  either  fide,  it  is  for  the 
affirmative  of  Copernicus's  opinion,  and  for  the  ne- 
gative of  Ariilotle's.  To  an  Attorney  General  in 
the  midft  of  a  town,  and  fuch  a  one,  as  is  employed 
in  the  weightiefl  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  it  might 

feem 
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lecm  unfealbnable  for  me  to  interrupt  you  with 
matter  of  this  nature.  But  I  know  well  enough  in 
how  high  account  you  have  the  truth  of  things  ;  and 
that  no  day  can  pafs,  wherein  you  give  not  liberty  to 
your  wife  thoughts  of  looking  upon  the  works  of 
nature.  It  may  pleafe  you  to  pardon  the  fo  much 
trouble,  which  I  give  you  in  this  kind ;  though  yet, 
I  confefs,  I  do  not  deferve  a  pardon,  becaufe  I  find 
not  in  myfelf  a  purpofe  of  forbearing  to  do  the  like 
hereafter.     I  moil  humbly  kifs  your  hand. 

Your  moil  faithful  and  affeclionate  fervant, 

BrufieLs  this  21ft 

of  April,  1616.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Slusftions  legal  for  the  Judges  [in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl 
and  Count efs  of  Somerfet,'] 

WHETHER  the  ax  is  to  be  carried  before  the 
prifoner,  being  in  the  cafe  of  felony  ? 

Whether,  if  the  Lady  make  any  digreflion  to  clear 
his  Lordfhip,  fhe  is  not  by  the  Lord  Steward  to  be 
interrupted  and  filenced  ? 

Whether,  if  my  Lord  of  Somerfet  fhould  break 
forth  into  any  fpeech  of  taxing  the  King,  he  be  not 
prefently  by  the  Lord  Steward  to  be  interrupted  and 
filenced  \  and,  if  he  perfift,  he  be  not  to  be  told,  that 
if  he  take  that  courfe,  he  is  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
evidence  to  be  given  in  his  abfence  ?  And  whether 
that  may  be  ;  and  what  elfe  to  be  done  ? 

Whether  if  there  fhould  be  twelve  votes  to  con- 
demn, and  twelve  or  thirteen  to  acquit,  it  be  not  a 
verdid  for  the  King  ? 

^efiio7is  of  Convenience^  inhereupo?!  his  Majefy  may 
confer  with  fame  of  his  Council. 

Whether,  if  Somerfet  confefs  at  any  time  before 
his  trial,  his  Majefty  fhajl  (lay  trial  in  refped  of 
farther  examination  concerning  pradice  of  treafon,  as 

the 
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the  death  of  the  late  Prince,  the  conveying  into  Spain 
of  the  now  Prince,  or  the  like  •,  for  till  he  confefs  the 
lefs  crime,  there  is  [no]  likelihood  of  confefling  the 
greater  ? 

Whether,  if  the  trial  upon  that  reafon  iliall  be 
put  off,  it  fnall  be  difcharged  privately  by  diflblving 
the  commiffion,  or  difcharging  the  fummons  ?  Or 
whether  it  fliall  not  be  done  in  open  court,  the  peers 
being  met,  and  the  Iblemnity  and  celebrity  preiervedj 
and  that  with  fome  declaration  of  the  caufe  of  put- 
ting off  the  farther  proceeding  ? 

Whether  the  days  of  her  trial  and  his  fhali  be  im- 
mediate, as  it  is  now  appointed  -,  or  a  day  between, 
to  fee,  if,  after  condemnation,  the  Lady  will  confefs 
of  this  Lord  -,  which  done,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he 
will  confefs  of  himfelf  ? 

W^hether  his  trial  fhall  not  be  let  firfl,  and  hers 
after,  becaufe  then  any  conceit,  which  may  be 
wrought  by  her  clearing  of  him,  may  be  prevented  ; 
and  it  miay  be  he  will  be  in  the  better  temper,  hoping 
of  his  own  clearing,  and  of  her  refpiting  ? 

What  fhall  be  the  days  •,  for  Thurfday  and  Friday 
can  hardly  hold  in  relpect  of  the  fummons ;  and  it 
may  be  as  well  Friday  and  Saturday,  or  Monday  and 
Tuefday,  as  London  makes  it  already  ? 


A  particular  remembrance  for  his  Majefiy, 

I T  were  good,  that  after  he  is  come  into  the  Hall, 
fo  that  he  may  perceive  he  muft  go  to  trial,  and 
fhall  be  retired  into  the  place  appointed,  till  the  court 
call  for  him,  then  the  Lieutenant  Ihould  tell  him 
roundly,  that  if  in  his  fpeeches  he  fhall  tax  the 
KingC/;?  thatthejuftice  of  England  is,  that  he  ih all 

be 

(fj  The  King's  apprehenfion  of  being  taxed  by  the  Earl  of 
Somerfet  on  his  trial,  though  for  what  is  not  known,  accounts 

ia 
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be  taken  away,  and  the  evidence  (hall  go  on  without 
him  ;  and  then  all  the  peopic  will  cry  azvay  with  hhn  j 
and  then  it  Ihall  not  be  in  :h^  King's  will  to  fave  his 
life,  the  people  will  be  fo  lee  on  fire. 

Indorfcd, 

Memorial  touching  the  courfe  to  be  had  in  r/^y  Lord  of 
Somerfet's  arraignment. 


The  heads  of  the  charge  againfi  Rob  e  rt  Earl  of 
Some  r  s  e  t. 

Apoftyle  of  the  King. 

Te  z^'ill  doe  well  to         First  it  is  meant,  thatSo- 

reincriiber  lykewayes  in  merfet  fnall  not  be  charged  with 

your  preamble ^    that  any  thing  by  way  of  aggrava- 

infi^ne^  that  the  only  tion,    otherwife  than  as   con- 

%eal  to  juftice  maketh  duceth  to  the  proof  of  the  im- 

mc  take  this  courfe,  I  poifonment. 

in  fome  meafure  for  his  Majefty's  extreme  uneafmeTs  of  mind  till 
that  trial  was  over,  and  for  the  management  ufed  by  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  in  particular,  as  appears  from  his  letters,  to  prevail  upoa 
the  Earl  to  fubmit  to  be  tried,  and  to  keep  him  in  temper  during 
his  trial,  lejl  he,  as  the  King  exprefied  it  in  an  apollille  on  Sir 
Francis's  letter  of  the  28th  of  April,  161 6,  upon  the  one  part  commit 
unpardonable  errors,  and  I  en  the  Qtbir  jhm  to  puntjh  him  in  the  fpirit 
cf  revenge.  See  more  on  this  fubjed  in  iVIr.  Mallet's  Life  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  who  doles  his  remarks  with  a  reference  t-o  a 
letter  of  Someriet  to  the  King,  printed  in  the  Cabala,  and  written 
in  an  high  ftyle  of  expoftulation,  and  fhewing,  through  the  affeded 
obfcurity  of  fome  exprefHons,  that  there  was  an  important  fecret 
iji  his  keeping,  of  which  his  Majefty  dreaded  a  difcovery.  The 
Earl  and  his  Lady  were  releafed  from  their  confinement  in  the 
Tower  in  January  162*,  the  latter  dying  Auguft  23,  1632, 
leaving  one  daughter  Anne,  then  fixteen  years  of  age,  after- 
wards married  to  William  Lord  RufTel,  afterwards  Earl,  and 
at  lall  Duke  of  Bedford.  The  Earl  of  Somerfet  fur\'iv'd  his  Lady 
feveral  years,  and  died  in  July  1645,  being  interr'd  on  the  I7ih 
of  that  month  in  the  church  oi^  St.  Paul's,  Covcnt-Gardcn. 

mve 
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have  commandit  you  For  the  proofs  theinfelves^ 
not  to  expatiate^  nor  they  are  diftributed  into  four  : 
digrejfe  upon  any  other  The  fir  ft  to  prove  the  ma- 
points^  that  maye  not  lice,  which  Somerfet  bore  to 
ferve  clearlie  for  pro-  Overbury,  which  was  the  mo- 
bation  or  inducement  tive  and  ground  of  the  impoi- 
of  that  pointy  qiihairof  fonment. 
he  is  accufed.  The  fecond  is  to  prove  the 

preparations  unto  the  impoi- 
fonment,  by  plotting  his  im- 
prifonment,  placing  his  keep- 
ers, ftopping  accefs  of  friends, 
&c. 

The  third  is  the  afts  of  the 
impoifonments  themfelves. 

And  the  fourth  is  adls  fub- 

fequent,  which  do  vehemently 

argue  him  to  be  guilty  of  the 

impoifonment. 

For  the  firft  two  heads,  upon  conference,  where- 

unto  I  called  Serjeant  Montagu  and  Serjeant  Crew, 

I  have  taken  them  two  heads  to  myfelf ;  the  third  I 

have  allotted  to  Serjeant  Montagu  ;  and  the  fourth 

to  Serjeant  Crew. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe,  to  my  underftanding,  is  the 
only  tendernefs :  for,  on  the  one  fide,  it  is  moft  ne- 
celiary  to  lay  a  foundation,  that  the  malice  was  a  deep 
malice,  mixed  with  fear,  and  not  only  matter  of  re- 
venge upon  his  Lordihip's  quarrel :  for  periculum  pe^ 
riculo  vincitur ;  and  the  malice  muft  have  a  propor- 
tion to  the  efted  of  it,  which  was  the  impoifonment : 
fo  that  if  this  foundation  be  not  laid,  all  the  evidence 
is  weakened. 

On  the  otlier  fide,  if  I  charge  him,  or  could 
charge  him,  by  v/ay  of  aggravation,  wdth  matters 
tending  to  difloyalty  or  treafon,  then  he  is  like  to  grow 
defperate. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  I  fhall  now  fet  down  perfpicuoufly  what 
courfe  I  mean  to  hold,  that  your  Majefly  may  be 
pleafed  to  dired  and  corre6t  it,  preferving  the  ftrength 
of  the  evidence  :  and  this  I  Ihall  now  do,  but  fhortly, 
and  without  ornament. 

Firft,  I  fhall  read  fome  pafTages  of  Overbury's 
letters,  namely  thefe  :  "  Is  this  the  fruit  of  nine 
"  years  love,  common  fecrets,  and  common  dan- 
"  gers  ?'*  In  another  letter  •,  "  Do  not  drive  me  to 
"  extremity  to  do  that,  which  you  and  I  fhall  be 
"  forry  for  ?"  In  another  letter;  "  Can  you  forget 
*'  him,  between  whom  fuch  fecrets  of  all  kinds  have 
"  pafled?  &c." 

Then  will  I  produce  Simcock,  who  depofeth  from 
Wefton's  fpeech,  that  Somerfet  told  Weflon,  that,  // 
ever  Overhury  came  out  ofprifon^  one  of  them  muft  die  for  it. 

Then  will  I  lay  what  thefe  fecrets  were.  I  mean 
not  to  enter  into  particulars,  nor  to  charge  him  with 
difloyalty,  becaufe  he  flands  to  be  tried  for  his  life 
upon  another  crime.  But  yet  by  fome  tafte,  that  I 
fhall  give  to  the  peers  in  general,  they  may  conceive 
of  what  nature  thofe  fecrets  may  be.  Whereia  I  will 
take  it  for  a  thing  notorious,  that  Overbury  was  a 
man,  that  always  carried  himfelf  infolently,  both  to- 
wards the  Queen,  and  towards  the  late  Prince  :  that 
he  was  a  man,  that  carried  Somerfet  on  in  courfes  fe- 
parate  and  oppofite  to  the  privy- council :  that  he  was 
a  man  of  nature  fit  to  be  an  incendiary  of  a  ftate,  full 
of  bitternefs  and  wildnels  of  fpeech  and  project : 
that  he  was  thought  alfo  lately  to  govern  Somerfet, 
infomuch  that  in  his  own  letters  he  vaunted,  that  from 
hlra  proceeded  Somerfet^s  fortune^  credit^  and  tinder- 
Jlanding. 

This  courfe  I  mean  to  run  in  a  kind  of  o;eneralItv, 
putting  the  imputations  rather  upon  Overbury  than 
Somerfet ;  aad  applying  it,  that  fuch  a  nature  was 
like  to  hatch  dangerous  fecrets  and  praftices.  I 
mean  to  fhew  likewiie  what  jargons  there  were  and 

F  cyphers 
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cyphers  between  them,  which  are  great  badges  of 
fecrets  of  eflate,  and  ufed  either  by  princes  and  their 
miniflers  of  Hate,  or  by  fuch,  as  pratlife  againft 
Princes.  That  your  Majefty  was  called  Julius^  in 
refpe(St  of  your  empire  ^  the  Queen  Agrippina  (though 
Somerfet  now  faith  it  was  Livia^  and  that  my  Lady 
of  Suffolk  was  Agrippina  \)  the  Bifliop  of  Canterbury 
Un5fius  ;  Northampton,  Dominic  ♦,  Suffolk,  firll  Ler- 
ma,  after  Wolfey  \  and  many  others  :  lb  as  it  appears 
they  made  a  play  both  of  your  court  and  kingdom ; 
and  that  their  imaginations  wrought  upon  the  greatefl 
men  and  matters. 

Neither  will  I  omit  Somerfet's  breach  of  trufl  to 
your  Majefty,  in  trufting  Overbury  with  all  the  dif- 
patches,  things,  wherewith  your  council  of  eftate 
itfelf  was  not  many  times  privy  or  acquainted :  and 
yet  this  man  mufl  be  admitted  to  them,  not  curibrily, 
or  by  glimpfes,  but  to  have  them  by  him,  to  copy 
them,  to  regifler  them,  to  table  them,  &c. 

Apoflyle  of  the  King. 

*This  evidence  can-  I  ihall  alio  give  in  evidence, 
not  he  given  in  vDith-  in  this  place,  the  flight  ac- 
out  making  me  his  ac-  count  of  that  letter,  which  was 
cufer^  and  that  upon  brought  to  Somerfet  byAfhton, 
a  very  Jlight  ground,  being  found  in  the  fields  foon 
As  for  all  the  fuhfe-  after  the  late  Prince's  death, 
quent  evidences^  they  and  was  directed  to  Antwerp, 
are  all  fo  little  evi-  containing  thefe  words,  that 
dent.,  as  una  litura  "  the  firfl  branch  was  cut 
may  ferve  thairae  all,     "  from  the  tree  •,  and  that  he 

"  fhould,  ere  long,  fend  hap- 
"  pier  and  joyfuller  news." 

Which  is  a  matter  I  would 
not  ufe,  but  that  myLord  Coke, 
who  hath  filled  this  part  with 
many  frivolous  things,  would 
think  all  loft,  except  he  hear 
fomewhat 


fit 


Set 
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fomewhat  of  this  kind.     But 
this  ic  is  to  come  to  the  leav- 
,.    ,.  ^"gs  of  a  bufinefs. 

NotbtHg  to  Somer-  And  for  the  reft  of  than 
Jk  and  declared  by  kind,  as  to  fpeak  of  that  par- 
F^anklm  after  con-  ticular,  that  Mrs.  Turner  did 
at  Whitehall  Ihew  to  Franklin 
the  man,  who,  as  fhe  faid, 
poifoned  the  Prince,  which, 
he  fays,  was  a  phyfician  with 
a  red  beard. 

That  there  was  a  little  pic- 
ture of  a  young  man  in  white 
wax,  left  by  Mrs.  Turner  with 
Forman  the  conjurer,  which 
my  Lord  Coke  doubted  was 
the  Prince. 

.  fr       /•    T  J^'^^  ^^^  Vice-Roy  of  the 

pqlfage  of  Indies  at  Goa  reported  to  art 
Engliih  fadlor,  that  Prince 
Henry  came  to  an  untimely 
death  by  a  miftrefs  of  his. 

That  Somerier,  with  others, 
would  have  preferred  Low- 
bell,  the  apothecary,  to  Prince 
Charles. 

That  the  Countefs  laboured 
Forman  and  Greiham,  the  con- 
jurers, to  inforce  the  Queen  ^ 
by   witchcraft  to   favour  the 
Countefs. 

That  the  Countefs  told 
Franklin,  that  when  theQiieen 
died,  Somerlet  Ihould  have 
Somerfet-houfe. 

That  Northampton  faid,  the 
Prince,  if  ever  he  came  to 
reign,  would  prove  a  tyrant. 


demnation. 


Nothing  to  Somer 
fit^  and  a  loofe  con 
jetlure. 


No  better  than  a 
gazette^  07  ^ 
Gallo  Belgiais 


Nothing  yet  proved 
Ggainfl  LowhelL 


Nothing  to  Somer- 


Declared  by  Frank- 
lin after  condemnation 


Nothing  to  Somer- 


F  2 
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Nothing  to  Somer-        That  Franklin  was  moved 
fet,  by  the  Countefs  to  go  to  the 

Palfgrave,  and  fhould  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  nioney. 

The  particular  reafons,  why  I  omit  them,  I  have 
fet  in  the  margin ;  but  the  general  is  partly  to  do  a 
kind  of  right  to  juftice,  and  fuch  a  folemn  trial,  in 
rot  giving  that  in  evidence,  which  touches  not  the 
delinquent,  or  is  not  of  weight  •,  and  partly  to  obferve 
your  Majefty's  direction,  to  give  Somerfet  no  juft 
occafion  of  defpair,  or  flufhes. 

But  I  pray  your  Majefty  to  pardon  me,  that  I 
have  troubled  your  Majefty  with  repeating  them, 
left  you  fhould  hear  hereafter,  that  Mr.  Attorney 
hath  omitted  divers  material  parts  of  the  evidence. 

Indorfed, 
Somerfet' s  hufinefs  and  charge^  with  his  Majeftfs  pojliks. 


To  Sir  George  Villi  ers. 

Sir, 

YOUR  man  made  good  hafte  -,  for  he  was  with 
me  yefterday  about  ten  of  the  clock  the  forenoon. 
Si-nce  I  held  him. 

The  reafon,  why  I  fet  fo  fmall  a  diftance  of  timxe 
between  the  ufe  of  the  little  charm,  or,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty  better  terms  it,  the  evangile  (g)^  and  the  day  of 
his  trial  (-6),  notwithflanding  his  Majefty's  being  fo 
far  off,  as  advertifement  of  fuccefs  and  order  there- 
upon could  not  go  and  come  between,  was  chiefly, 
for  that  his  Majefty,  from  whom  the  overture  of  that 

CgJ  Cicero,  Epift.  ad  Atticum,  Lib.  XIII.  Ep.  40.  ufes  this 
word,  svxyyi>.ia, ;  which  fignifies  both  good  news,  and  the  reward 
given  to  him,  who  brings  good  news.     Sec  Lib.  II.  Epift.  3. 

(/^3  The  Earl  of  Somerfet's. 

firft 


Lord  Chancellor  BACON,  6g 

firft  moved,  did  write  but  of  a  few  hours,  that  this 
Ihould  be  done,  which  I  turned  into  days.  Secondly, 
becaufe  the  hope  I  had  of  effed:  by  that  mean,  was 
rather  of  attempting  him  at  his  arraignment,  than 
of  confeffion  before  his  arraignmet.  But  I  fubmit 
it  to  his  Majelly's  better  judgement. 

The  perfon,  by  your  firft  defcription,  which  was 
without  name,  I  thought  had  been  meant  of 
Packer  (t)  :  but  now  I  perceive  it  is  another,  to  me 
unknown,  but,  as  it  feemeth,  very  fit.  I  doubt  not 
but  he  came  with  fufficient  warrant  to  Mr.  Lieute- 
nant to  have  accefs.  In  this  I  have  no  more  to  do, 
but  to  expea  to  hear  from  his  Majefty  how  this 
worketh. 

^  The  letter  from  his  Majefly  to  myfelf  and  the  Ser- 
jeants I  have  received,  fuch  as  I  wiihed ;  and  I  will 
fpeak  with  the  commiffioners,  that  he  may,  by  the 
Lieutenant,  underlland  his  Majefty's  care  of  him, 
and  the  tokens  herein  of  his  Maje^'s  compafTion 
towards  him. 

I  ever  had  a  purpofe  to  make  ufe  of  that  circum- 
ftance,  that  Overbury,  the  perfon  murdered,  was 
his  Majelly's  prifoner  in  the  Tower  -,  which  indeed 
is  a  ftrong  prefTure  of  his  Majelly's  juftice.  For 
Overbury  is  the  firft  prifoner  murdered  in  the  Tower, 
fince  the  murder  of  the  young  Princes  by  Richard 
the  Third,  the  tyrant. 

I  would  not  trouble  his  Majeftv  with  any  points  of 
preamble,  nor  of  the  evidence  itielf,  more  than  that 
part  nakedly,  wherein  was  the  tendernefs,  in  which 
I  am  glad  his  Majefty,  by  his  poftils,  which  he  re- 
turned to  me,  approveth  my  judgement. 

Now  I  am  warranted,  I  will  not  ftick  to  fay  open- 
ly, I  am  commanded,  not  to  exafperate,  nor  to  ag- 
gravate the  matter  in  queftion  of  the  impoifonmenr 
with  any  other   collateral  charge  of  difloyalty,    or 

^  (0  John,  of  whom  there  are  feveral   letters  in  Winwood't 
Mcncnah,   Vol.  II.  ' 

F  5  othept 
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otherwife  ;  wherein,  befides  his  MajefLy's  principal 
intention,  there  will  be  fome  ufe  to  fave  the  former 
bruits  of  Spanifli  matters  (k). 

There  is  a  dire6bion  given  to  Mr.  Lieutenant  by 
my  Lord  Chancellor  and  myftlf,  that  as  yeflerday 
Mr.  Whiting  (7J),  tlie  preacher,  a  difcreet  man,  and 
one  that  was  ufed  to  Helwifle,  lliould  preach  before 
the  Lady  (m),  and  teach  her,  and  move  her  gene- 
rally to  a  clear  confcfiion.  That  after  the  fame 
preacher  ihould  fpeak  as  much  to  him  at  his  going 
away  in  private  •,  and  fo  proof  to  be  m^ade,  whether 
this  good  mean,  and  the  lafl  night's  thoughts,  will 
produce  any  thing.  And  that  this  day  the  Lieute- 
nant fhould  declare  to  her  the  time  of  her  trial,  and 
likewife  of  his  trial,  and  periuade  her,  not  only 
upon  Chrifrian  duty,  but  as  good  for  them  both, 
that  fhe  deal  clearly  touching  him,  whereof  no  ufe 
can  be  made,  nor  need  to  be  made,  for  evidence, 
but  much  ufe  may  be  made  for  their  comfort. 

It  is  thought,  at  the  day  of  her  trial  the  Lady  will 
confefs  the  indictment  •,  whichif  flie  do,  no  evidence 
ought  to  be  given.  But  becaufe  it  fhall  not  be  a 
dumb  (hew,  and  for  his  Majefly's  honour  in  fo  fo- 
lemn  an  afiembly,  I  purpofe  to  make  a  declaration  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  great  work  of  juftice,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  wherein,  neverthelefs,  I 

(i)  Secretary  Win  wood,  in  a  private  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Ed- 
mondes,  dated  March  26,  1616,  mentions,  that  there  was  great 
e.xpisclation,  that  Sir  John  Digby,  juft  then  returned  from  Spain, 
where  he  had  been  Amballador,  could  charge  the  Earl  of  Somer* 
fet  with  feme  trcajons  and  plots  njjith  Spain.  Hijiorical  FieiM  of  the 
Ncgciiations  between  the  Courts  of  England,  France^  and  BruJJels, 
p.  392. 

(I)  John  Whiting,  D.  D.  Reftor  of  St,  Martin  Vintry,  in 
London,  and  Vicar  of  Eaft-Ham  in  EfTex,  Prebendary  of  Eald- 
ftreet  in  the  church  of  St,  Paul's,  and  Chaplain  to  King  James  I. 
jEie  attended  Sir  Gervafe  HelwifTe,  who  had  been  Lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,  at  his  execution  upon  Tower-Hill,  on  Monday  the 
coth  of  No^'ember,  161 5,  for  the  murder  of  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury,  (z:;)  Frances,  Countofs  of  Somerfet, 

will 
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.  will  be  careful  no  ways  to  prevent  or  difcover  the 
evidence  of  the  next  day. 

In  this  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  I  have  likewile 
ufed  a  point  of  providence :  for  I  did  forecaft,  that 
if  in  that  narrative,  by  the  connection  of  things, 
any  thing  Ihould  be  fpoken,  that  Ihould  fhew  him 
guilty,  fhe  might  break  forth  into  paffionate  pro- 
tefbations  for  his  clearing ;  which,  though  it  may 
be  juitly  made  light  of,  yet  it  is  better  avoided. 
Therefore  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  I  have  devifed, 
that  upon  the  entrance  into  that  declaration  fhe  ihall, 
in  refpe6t  of  her  weaknefs,  and  not  to  add  farther 
affliction,  be  withdrawn. 

It  is  impoflible,  neither  is  it  needful,  for  me,  to 
exprefs  all  the  particulars  of  my  care  in  this  bufinefs. 
But  I  divide  myfelf  into  all  cogitations  as  far  as  I  can 
forefee  ;  being  very  glad  to  find,  that  his  Majefty 
doth  not  only  accept  well  of  my  care  and  advices,  but 
that  he  applieth  his  diredlions  fo  fitly,  as  guidcth  me 
from  time  to  time. 

I  have  received  the  commiffions  figncd. 

I  am  not  forgetful  of  the  goods  and  eflate  of  So- 
merfet,  as  far  as  is  feafonable  to  inquire  at  this  time. 
My  Lord  Coke  taketh  upon  him  to  anfwer  for  the 
jewels,  being  the  chief  part  of  his  moveable  value : 
and  this,  I  think,  is  done  v/ith  his  Majefly*s  privity. 
But  my  Lord  Coke  is  a  good  man  to  anfwer  for  it. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you.     I  reft. 

Your  true  and  devoted  fervant. 

May  10,  Friday  at  7 

of  the  clock  in  the  Fr.    B  A  C  0  X. 

jnorning  [1616.] 


ne 
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The  charge  of  the  Attorney  General,  Sir  Francis 
Bacon,  cgainft  Fa  an  c  e  s,  Count  efs  of  Somer- 
set, intended  to  have  been  fpcken  by  him  at  her  ar- 
raignment,  on  Friday,  May  24,  1616,  in  cafe  floe 
had  pleaded  not  guilty  (n), 

IT  may  pleafe  your  Grace,  my  Lord  High  Stew- 
ard of  England  (0),  and  you  my  Lords  the  Peers. 

You  have  heard  the  indi6lment  againfl:  this  Lady 
well  opened  •,  and  likewife  the  point  in  law,  that 
might  make  lome  doubt,  declared  and  folved  -, 
wherein  certainly  the  policy  of  the  law  of  England 
is  much  to  be  efteemed,  which  requireth  and  re- 
fpedteth  form  in  the  indictment,  and  fubilance  in  the 
proof. 

This  fcruple  it  may  be  hath  moved  this  Lady  to 
plead  not  guilty,  though  for  the  proof  I  (liall  not 
need  much  more  than  her  own  confelTion,  which  (he 
hath  formerly  made,  free  and  voluntary,  and  therein 
given  glory  to  God  and  Juftice.  And  certainly  con- 
feflion,  as  it  is  the  ftrongeft  foundation  of  Juftice,  fo 
it  is  a  kind  of  corner-ftone,  whereupon  Juftice  and 
Mercy  may  meet. 

The  proofs,  which  I  lliall  read  in  the  end  for  the 
ground  of  your  verdidt  and  fentence,  will  be  very 
lliort  •,  and,  as  much  as  may,  ferve  to  fatisfy  your 
honours  and  confciences  for  the  convi6lion  of  this 
Lady,  without  v/afting  of  time  in  a  cafe  clear  and  con- 
fefted-,  or  ripping  up  guiltinefs  againft  one,  that  hath 
proftrated  herfelf  by  confefiion  ;  or  preventing  or  de- 
flowering too  much  of  the  evidence.  And  therefore 
the  occafion  itfelf  doth  admonifti  me  to  fpend  this 
day  rather  in  declaration,  than  in  evidence,  giving 
God  and  the  King  the  honour,  and  your  Lordihips 
and  the  hearers  the  contentment,  to  fet  before  you 

(/?)  She  pleaded  gailty,  on  which  occafion  the  Attorney  Gereral 
fpoke  a  charge  foinewhat  different  from  this,  printed  in  his  works. 

(<?)  Thomas  Egerton,  Vifcount  Ellefmere",  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor. 

the 
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the  proceeding  of  this  excellent  work  of  the  King's 
juftice,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  and  fo  to 
conclude  with  the  reading  the  confefTions  and  proofs. 

My  Lords,  this  is  now  the  fecond  time  (p)  within 
the  fpace  of  thirteen  years  reign  of  our  happy  Sove- 
reign, that  this  high  tribunal-ieat  of  Juftice,  ordained 
for  the  trial  by  peers,  hath  been  opened  and  ereded ; 
and  that,  with  a  rare  event,  fupplied  and  exercifed  by 
one  and  the  fame  perfon  j  which  is  a  great  honour  to 
you,  my  Lord  Steward. 

In  all  this  mean  time,  the  King  hath  reigned  In  his 
white  robe,  not  fprinkled  w^ith  any  drop  of  blood  of 
any  of  his  nobles  of  this  kingdorn.  Nay,  fuch  hath 
been  the  depths  of  his  mercy,  as  even  thofe  noble- 
men's bloods,  (againft  whom  the  proceeding  was  at 
Winchefter,)  Cobham  and  Grey,  were  attainted  and 
corrupted,  but  not  fpilt  or  taken  away ;  but  that  they 
remained  rather  fpeciacles  of  juftice  in  their  continual 
imprifonment,  than  monuments  of  juftice  in  the  me- 
mory of  their  fuffering. 

It  is  true,  that  the  objects  of  his  juftice  then  and 
now  were  very  differing.  For  then,  it  was  the  re- 
venge of  an  offence  againft  his  own  perfon  and  crown, 
and  upon  perlbns,  that  were  malcontents,  and  con- 
traries to  the  ftate  and  government.  But  now,  it  is 
the  revenge  of  the  blood  and  death  of  a  particular 
fubjedt,  and  the  cry  of  a  prifoner.  It  is  upon  per- 
fons,  that  w^re  highly  in  his  favour;  whereby  his 
Majefty,  to  his  great  honour,  hath  ftiewed  to  the 
world  (as  if  it  were  written  in  a  fun-bea:n)  that  he  is 
truly  the  Lieutenant  of  him,  with  whom  there  is  no 
refpe6t  of  perfons  ;  that  his  affections  royal  are  above 
his  affedlions  private  :  that  his  favours  and  nearnefs 
about  him  are  not  like  popifti  fandluaries  to  privilege 
malefa6lors  :  and  that  his  being  the  beft  mafter  of  the 
world  doth  not  let  him  from  being  the  beft  King  of 

(p)  The  nrH  time  was  on  the  trials  of  the  Lords  Cobham  and 
Grey,  in  November  1603. 
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the  world.  His  people,  on  the  other  fide,  may  fay- 
to  themfelves,  /  ivill  lie  doirn  in  peace  -,  for  God  and 
the  King  arid  the  la'-ju  protect  me  againft  great  and  fmalL 
It  may  be  a  difcipline  alfo  to  great  men,  efpecially 
fuch,  as  are  fwoln  in  fortunes  from  fmall  beginnings, 
that  the  King  is  as  well  able  to  level  mountains,  as 
to  fill  vallies,  if  fuch  be  their  defert. 

But  to  come  to  the  prefent  cafe  -,  the  great  frame 
of  juflice,  my  Lords,  in  this  prefent  adion,  hath  a 
vault,  and  it  hath  a  ftage  :  a  vault,  wherein  thefe 
works  of  darknefs  were  contrived  ;  and  a  ftage  with 
Heps,  by  which  they  were  brought  to  light.  And 
therefore  I  will  bring  this  work  of  juftice  to  the  pe- 
riod of  this  day  %  and  then  go  on  with  this  day's 
work. 

Sir  Thomas  Overbury  v/as  murthered  by  poifon 
in  the  15th  of  September,  1613,  11  Reg,  This 
foul  and  cruel  murther  did,  for  a  time,  cry  fecretly 
in  the  ears  of  God  •,  but  God  gave  no  anfwer  to  it, 
otherwife  than  by  that  voice,  which  fometimes  he 
ufeth,  which  is  ^vox  populi,  the  fpeech  of  the  people. 
For  there  went  then  a  murmur,  that  Overbury  was 
poifoned  :  and  yet  this  fame  fubmifs  and  loft  voice 
of  God,  the  fpeech  of  the  vulgar  people,  was  not 
without  a  counter-tenor,  or  counter-blaft  of  the  devil 
(who  is  the  common  author  .both  of  murder  and  (lan- 
der:) for  it  was  given  out,  that  Overbury  was  dead 
of  a  foul  difeafe,  and  his  body,  which  they  had  made 
a  corpus  Judaicum  with  their  poiibns,  fo  as  it  had  no 
whole  part,  mufl  be  faid  to  be  leprofed  with  vice, 
and  fo  his  name  poifoned  as  well  as  his  body.  For 
as  to  diflblutenefs,  I  never  heard  the  gentleman  noted 
with  it :  his  faults  were  infolency,  and  turbulency, 
and  the  like  of  that  kind :  the  other  part  of  the  foul 
not  the  voluptuous. 

Mean  time,    there  was   fome   induftry  ufed    (of 
which  I  will  not  now  fpeak)  to  lull  afleep  thofe,  that 
were  the  revengers  of  blood  j  the  father  and  the  bro- 
ther 
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ther  of  the  murthered.  And  in  thefe  terms  things 
flood  by  the  fpace  almoft  of  two  years ;  during  which 
time,  God  fo  blinded  the  two  great  procurers,  and 
dazzled  them  with  their  own  greatnefs,  and  bind 
and  nail  faft  the  aclors  and  inftruments,  with  fecu- 
rity  upon  their  protection,  as  neither  the  one  looked 
about  them,  nor  the  other  ftirred  or  fled,  nor  were 
conveyed  away  •,  but  remained  here  Hill,  as  under  a 
privy  arreil  of  God's  judgments  ;  infomuch  as 
Franklin,  that  Ihould  have  been  lent  over  to  the 
Palfgrave  with  good  ftore  of  money,  ivas,  by  God's 
providence,  and  the  accident  of  a  marriage  of  his, 
diverted  and  flayed. 

But  about  the  beginning  of  the  progrefs  lafl  funi- 
mer,  God's  judgments  began  to  come  out  of  their 
depths  :  and  as  the  revealing  of  murthers  is  com- 
monly fuch,  as  a  man  may  fay,  a  Domhto  hcc  fa5itm 
eft',  it  is  God's  work,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our 
eyes  :  fo  in  this  particular  it  was  moil  admirable ; 
for  it  came  forth  by  a  compliment  and  matter  of 
courtefy. 

My  Lord  of  Shrewfbury  (?),  that  is  now  with 
God,  recommended  to  a  councilor,  of  flate  of  efpe- 
cial  trull  by  his  place,  the  late  Lieutenant  Helv/iile  (r), 

(q)  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Shrewfbary,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  who 
died  May  8,   1616. 

(r)  Sir  Gervafe  Helwiffe,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Tov/ei% 
upon  the  removal  of  Sir  William  Waad  on  the  6th  of  May,  16 1 3. 
[Reliquiae  Wcticniana,  p.  412,  3d  Edit.  1672.]  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
in  a  MS.  letter  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  dated  at  London,  May  1 3, 
1613,  fpeaks  of  Sir  Gervafe's  promotion  in  thefe  terms.  "  On-; 
"  Sir  Gervafe  Helwiffe  of  Lincolnfhire,  fomewhat  an  unknown 
**  man,  is  put  into  the  place  [of  Sir  W.  Waad's]  bv  the  favour 
*«  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  [Earl  of  Somerfet]  and  his  Lady. 
•'  The  gentleman  is  of  too  mild  and  gentle  a  difpofition  for  fuch 
*«  an  office.  He  is  my  old  friend  and  acquaintance  in  Francf , 
««  and  lately  renewed  in  town,  where  he  hath  lived  paft  a  year, 
«'  nor  followed  the  court  many  a  day."  Sir  Henry  V/otton,  in 
a  letter  of  the  fourteenth  of  May,  161 3,  [uhi  fupra,  p.  13.]  fay«;, 
that  Sir  Gervafe  had  been  before  one  cf  thi  Fcnjiomn. 

only 
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only  for  acquaintance  as  an  honefl  worthy  gentleman  ^ 
and  defired  him  to  know  hinn,  aiid  to  be  acquainted 
with  him.  That  counfellor  anfwered  him  civilly, 
that  my  Lord  did  him  a  favour  ^  and  that  he  fhould 
embrace  it  willingly  :  but  he  muft  let  his  Lordlhip 
know,  that  there  did  lie  a  heavy  imputation  upon 
that  gentleman,  Helwifle  ;  for  that  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury,  his  prilbner,  was  thought  to  have  come 
to  a  violent  and  untimely  death.  When  this  fpeech 
was  reported  back  by  my  Lord  of  Shrewfbury  to  Hel- 
wiffe,  perctilit  illico  dnimum^  he  was  flricken  with  it ; 
and  being  a  politic  man,  and  of  likelihood  doubting, 
that  the  matter  would  break  forth  at  one  time  or  other, 
and  that  others  might  have  the  ftart  of  him,  and  think- 
ing to  make  his  own  cafe  by  his  own  tale,  refolved 
with  himfeif,  upon  this  occafion,  to  dilcover  to  my 
Lord  of  Shrewfbur)^  and  that  counfellor,  that  there  was 
an  attempt,  whereto  he  was  privy,  to  have  poifoned 
Overbury  by  the  hands  of  his  under-keeper,  Wefton ; 
but  that  he  checked  it,  and  put  it  by,  and  difiuaded 
it,  and  related  fo  much  to  him  indeed :  but  then  he 
left  it  thus,  that  was  but  an  attempt,  or  untimely 
birth,  never  executed  ;  and,  as  if  his  own  fault  had 
been  no  more,  but  that  he  was  honeft  in  forbidding, 
but  fearful  of  revealing  and  impeaching  or  accufing 
great  perfons  j  and  fo  with  this  fine  point  thought  to 
fave  himfeif. 

But  that  great  counfellor  of  ftate  wifely  confidering, 
that  by  the  Lieutenant's  own  tale  it  could  not  be  fim- 
ply  a  permifTion  or  weaknefs ;  for  that  Weflon  was 
never  difplaced  by  the  Lieutenant,  notwithftanding 
that  attempt :  and  coupling  the  fequel  by  the  begin- 
ning, thought  it  matter  fit  to  be  brought  before  his 
Majeily,  by  whofe  appointment  HelwifTe  fet  down 
the  like  declaration  in  v/riting. 

Upon  thi^  ground,  the  King  playeth  Solomon's 

part,  Gloria  Dei  celare  rem  ;  et  Gloria  Regis  inveftigare 

rem  \  and  fets  dov;n  certain  papers  of  his  ow^n  hand, 

3  w^hich 
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vvhlch  I  might  term  to  be  claves  juftitU^  keys  of  ju- 
ftice  ;  and  may  ferve  for  a  precedent  both  for  Princes 
to  imitate,  and  for  a  direftion  for  Judges  to  follow  : 
and  his  Majefty  carried  the  balance  with  a  conftanc 
and  Heady  "hand,  evenly  and^  without  prejudice, 
whether  it  were  a  true  accufation  of  the  one  part, 
or  a  practice  and  fadious  device  of  the  other :  which 
writing,  becaufe  I  am  not  able  to  exprefs  according 
to  the  worth  thereof,  I  will  defire  your  Lordihip 
anon  to  hear  read. 

This  excellent  foundation  of  juftice  being  laid  by 
his  Majefty's  own  hand,  it  was  referred  unto  fome 
counfellors  to  examine  farther,  who  gained  fome  de- 
grees of  light  from  Wefton,  but  yet  left  it  imperfect.^ 
After  it  was  referred  to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  as  a  peribn  beft  praclifed 
m  legal  examinations,  v/ho  took  a  great  deal  of  indefa- 
tigable pains  in  it,  without  intermiffion,  having,  as 
I  liave  heard  him  fay,  taken  at  leaft  three  hundred 
examinations  in  this  bufmefs. 

But  thefe  things  were  not  done  in  a  corner.  I 
need  not  fpeak  of  them.  It  is  true,  that  my  Lord 
Chief  Juftice,  in  the  dawning  and  opening  of  the 
light,  finding  that  the  matter  touched  upon  thefe 
great  perfons,  very  difcreetly  became  fuitor  to^  the 
King  to  have  greater  perfons  than  his  own  rank  join- 
ed with  him.  Whereupon,  your  Lordfhip,  my  Lord 
High  Steward  of  England,  to  whom  the  King  com- 
monly reforteth  in  ardtiis^  and  my  Lord  Steward  of 
the  King's  houfe,  and  my  Lord  Zouch,  were  joined 
with  him. 

Neither  wanted  there  this  while  pra6tice  to  fup- 
prefs  teftimony,  to  deface  writings,  to  weaken  the 
King's  refolution,  to  flander  the  juftice,  and  the  like. 
Nay  when  it  came  to  the  firft  folemn  a6t  of  juftice, 
which  was  the  arraignment  of  Wefton,  he  had  his 
ieiTon  to  ftand  mute  •,  which  had  arrefted  the  wheel 
of  juftice.     But  this  dumb  devil,  by  the  means  of 

fome 
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fonie  difcreet  divines,  and  the  potent  charm  of  juftice, 
together,  was  call  out.  Neither  did  this  poifonous 
adder  flop  his  ear  to  thofe  charms,  but  relented,  and 
yielded  to  his  trial. 

Then  follow  the  proceedings  of  juflice  againft  the 
other  offenders.  Turner,  HelvifTe,  Franklin. 

But  all  thefe  being  but  the  organs  and  inftru- 
ments  of  this  fadl,  the  a6lors  and  not  the  authors, 
juflice  could  not  have  been  crowned  without  this 
lall  ad  againfl  thefe  great  perfons.  Elfe  Weflon's 
cenfure  or  predi6tion  might  have  been  verified^ 
when  he  faid,  he  hoped  the  fmall  flies  fhould  not  be 
caught,  and  the  great  efcape.  Wherein  the  King 
being  in  great  flraits,  between  the  defacing  of  his  ho- 
nour and  of  his  creature,  hath,  acording  as  he  ufeth 
to  do,  chofen  the  better  part,  referving  always  mercy 
to  himfelf. 

The  time  alfo  of  this  juflice  hath  had  its  true  mo- 
tions. The  time  until  this  Lady's  deliverance  was 
due  unto  honour,  Chriflianity,  and  humanity,  in 
refpe6l  of  her  great  belly.  The  tipje  fince  was  due 
to  another  kind  of  deliverance  too  •,  which  was,  that 
Ibme  caufes  of  eflatc,  that  were  in  the  womb,  might 
iikewife  be  brought  forth,  not  for  matter  of  juftice, 
but  for  reafon  of  flate.  Likewife  this  lafl  procrafli- 
nation  of  days  had  the  like  weighty  grounds  and 
caufes.  And  this  is  the  true  and  brief  reprefentation 
of  this  extreme  work  of  the  King's  juflice. 

Now  for  the  evidence  againll  this  Lady,  I  am 
forry  I  mufl  rip  it  up.  I  fhall  fird  fnew  you  the  pur- 
veyance or  provifions  of  the  poifons  ;  that  they  were 
feven  in  number  brought  to  this  Lady,  and  by  her 
billetted  and  laid  up  till  they  might  be  ufed :  and  this 
done  with  an  oath  or  vow  of  fecrecy,  which  is  like 
the  Egyptian  darknefs,  a  grofs  and  palpable  dark- 
nefs,  that  may  be  felt. 

Secondly,  I  fhall  fhew  you  the  exhibiting  and  fort- 
ing  of  this  fame  number  or  volley  of  poifons  ;  white 

arfenic 
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arfenic  was  fit  for  falc,.  becaule  it  is  of  like  body  and 
colour.  The  poilbn  of  great  fpiders,  and  of  the  ve- 
nomous fiy  cantharides,  was  fit  for  pig's  fauce,  or 
partridge  fauce,  becaufe  it  refembled  pepper.  As 
for  mercury- water,  and  other  ,poiibns,  they  might  be 
fit  for  tarts,  which  is  a  kind ^  of  hotch-pot,  wherein 
no  one  colour  is  fo  proper :  and  fome  of  thcfe  were 
delivered  by. the  hands  of  this  Lady,  and  fome  by  her 
direction. 

Thirdly,  I  fliall  prove  and  obferve  unto  you,  the 
cautions  of  thefe  poifons  ;  that. they  might  not  be 
too  fwift,  left  the  world  fhould  ftartle  at  it  by  the 
fuddennefs  of  the  difpatch :  but  they  muft  abide 
long  in  the  body,  and  work  by  degrees  :  and  for  this 
purpofe  there  muft  be  eflays  of  them  upon  poor 
beafts,  &:c. 

And  laftly,  I  Ihall  fhew  you  the  rewards  of  thi^ 
impoifonment,  firft  demanded  by  Wefton,  and  de- 
nied, becaufe  the  deed  was  not  done  •,  but  after  the 
deed  done  and  perpetrated,  that  Overbury  was  dead, 
then  performed  and  paid  to  the  value  of  180 1. 

And  fo  without  farther  aggravation  of  that,  which 
in  itfelf  bears  its  own  tragedy,  I  will  conclude  with 
the  confefiions  of  this  Lady  herfelf,  which  is  the 
ftrongeft  fupport  of  juftice  ;  and  yet  is  the  foot-ftool 
of  mercy.  For,  as  the  Scripture  fays^  Mercy  and 
^ruth  have  kijfed  each  other  \  there  is  no  meeting  or 
greeting  of  mercy,  till  there  be  a  confefTion,  or  trial 
of  truth.     For  thefe  read, 

Franklin,  November  16,  Helwifie,  Odober  2, 

Franklin,  November  17,  The     Countefs*s     letter 

Rich.  Wefton,  06tober  i,  without  date. 

Rich.  Wefton,  06tober  2,  TheCountefs'sconfeflioi], 

Will.  Wefton,  Odober  2,  January  8. 
Rich.  Wefton,  Oaober  3, 
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Mr.Tcy'Riz  MATtHEw  to  Sir  Francis  Bacok, 
Attorney  General, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honour, 

SUCH,  as  know  your  Honour,  may  congratulate 
with  you  the  favour,  which  you  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  his  Majefty,  of  being  made  a  Counsellor 
of  State  (j) :  but  as  for  me,  I  muft  have  leave  to 
congratulate  with  the  council-table,  in  being  fo  hap- 
py as  to  have  you  for  an  alTelTor.  I  hope  thefe  are 
but  beginnings,  and  that  the  marriage,  which  nov/ 
I  perceive  that  Fortune  is  about  to  make  with  Vir- 
tue, will  be  confummate  in  your  perfon.  I  cannot 
difTemble,  though  I  am  afhamed  to  mention,  the  ex- 
celTive  honour,  which  you  have  vouchfafed  to  do 
unto  my  pidlure.  But  fhame  ought  not  to  be  fo 
hateful  as  fin  \  and  without  fin  I  know  not  how  to 
conceal  the  extreme  obligation,  into  which  I  am  en- 
tered thereby,  which  is  incomparably  more  than  I 
can  exprefs,  and  no  lefs  than  as  much  as  I  am  able 
to  conceive.  And  as  the  copy  rs  more  fortunate  than 
the  original,  becaufe  it  hath  the  honour  to  be  under 
your  eye  -,  fo  the  original  being  much  more  truly 
your's  than  the  copy  can  be,  aipires  by  having  the 
happinefs  to  fee  you,  to  put  the  pidlure  out  of  coun- 
tenance. 

I  underftand  by  Sir  George  Petre  (^),  who  is  ar- 
rived here  at  the  Spa,  and  is  fo  wife  as  to  honour 
you  extremely,  though  he  have  not  the  fortune  to 
fee  known  to  your  Honour,  that  he  had  heard  how 
my  Lord  of  Canterbury  had  been  moved  in  my  be- 
half ;  and  that  he  gave  way  unto  my  return.     This, 

{s)  Sir  Francis  Bacon  was  iworn  at  Greenwich  of  the  privy- 
council,  June  9,   1616. 

{t)  Grandfon  of  John,  the  firll  Lord  Pctre,  ind  fon  of  William, 
fecond  Ba-on  of  that  name.  -^ 
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if  it  be  true,  cannot  have  happened  without  fome  en- 
deavour of  your  Honour ;  and  therefore,  howfoever 
I  have  not  been  particularly  advertifed,  that  your 
Honour  had  delivered  my  letter  to  his  Grace  ;    yet 
now  methinks  I  do  as  good  as  know  it,  and  uare 
adventure  to  prefent  you  with  my  humbleft  thanks 
for  the  favour.     But  the  main  point  is,  how  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  be  moved  •,  wherein  m.y  friends  are  ftrain- 
ing  courtefy  j  and  unlefs  I  have  your  Honour  for  a 
mafter  of  tJie  ceremonies,  to  take  order,  who  lliall 
begin,  all  the  benefit,  that  I  can  reap  by  this  nego- 
tiation, v/ill  be  to  have  the  reputation  of  little  judo-- 
ment  in  attempting  that,  which  I  was  not  able  to  ob- 
tain ;    and  that  howfoever  I  have  fiiot  fair,  I  know 
not  how  to  hit  the  mark.     I  have  been  direded  by 
my  Lord  Roos,   who  was  tlie  firft  mover  of  this 
ftone,  to  write  a  letter,  which  himfelf  would  deliver 
to  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  (?/),  who  doth  me  the 
honour  to  wiih  me  very  well :  and  I  have  obeyed  his 
Lordfhip,  and  befeech  your  Honour,  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  prevent,  or  to  accompany,  or  fecond  it 
with  your  commendation,    left  otherwife  the  many 
words,  that  I  have  ufed,  have  but  the  virtue  of  a 
fmgle  0,  or  cypher.     But  indeed,  if  I  had  not  been 
over-weighed  by  the  authority  of  my  Lord  Roos's 
commandment,    I  fiiould  rather  have  relerved  the 
Mafter  of  the  Horfe's  favour  to  Ibme  other  ufe  after- 
ward.    In  conformity  whereof,  I  have  alfo  written 
to  his  Lordftiip  -,  and  perhaps  he  will  thereupon  for- 
bear to  deliver  my  letter  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfc  : 
whereas,  I  ftiould  be  the  lefs  forry,  if  your  Honour's 
felf  would  not  think  it  inconvenient  to  make  the  fuit 
of  my  return  to  his  Majefty ;  in  which  cafe  I  ftiould, 
to  my  extreme  contentment,  have  all  my  obligations 
to  your  Honour  only. 

(7^)  Sir  George  Villiers,  who   was  appointed   to  that  ciTice, 
January  4,   161-I, 
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His  Majefty's  being  now  in  progrefs  will  give 
fonie  impediment  to  my  lliit,  unlefs  either  it  be  my 
good  fortune,  that  your  Honour  do  attend  his  per- 
ibn  ;  or  elfe  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  command 
fome  one  of  the  many  fervants  your  Honour  hath  in 
court,  to  procure  the  expedition  of  my  caule  •,  wherein 
I  can  forefee  no  difficulty,  when  I  confider  the  inte- 
reft,  which  your  Honour  alloweth  me  in  your  favour, 
and  my  innocent  carriage  abroad  for  fo  many  years ; 
whereunto  all  his  Majefty's  minifters,  who  have 
known  me,  I  am  fure,  will  give  an  atteftation,  ac- 
cording to  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  his  Grace  of 
Canterbury. 

If  I  duiil,  I  would  moil  humbly  intreat  your  Ho- 
nour to  be  pleafed,  that  fome  fervant  of  your's  may 
fpeedily  advertife  me,  whether  or  no  his  Grace  of 
Canterbury  hath  received  my  letter  ;  what  his  anfwer 
was  •,  and  what  I  may  hope  in  this  my  fuit.  I  re- 
member, that  the  lail  words,  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  hear  from  your  mouth,  were,  that  if  I  continued 
any  time,  free  both  from  difloyalty  and  priefthood, 
your  Honour  would  be  pleafed  to  make  yourfelf  the 
intercelTor  for  my  return.  Any  letter  lent  to  Mr. 
Trumball  for  me  will  come  fafely  and  fpeedily  to  my 
hands. 

The  term  doth  now  laft  with  your  Honour  all  the 
year  long ;  and  therefore  the  fooner  I  make  an  end^ 
the  better  fervice  I  (hall  do  you.  I  prefume  to  kifs 
your  hands,  and  continue 

Your  Honour's  moft  intirely,  and 
Spa,  this  I  eih  of        humbly  ever  at  commandment, 

|ulv,  /h-h  noif, 
l6i6; 

ToBiK-  Matthew, 


Posts  c. 
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Posts c.  It  is  no  finall  penance,  that  I  am  forced 
to  apparel  my  mind  in  my  man's  hand,  when  it 
I'peaks  to  your  Honour.  But  God  Almighty  will 
have  it  lb,  through  the  fliaking  I  have  in  my  right 
hand  ;  and  I  do  little  lefs  than  want  the  ufe  of  my 
fore  fincrer. 


^$  Sir  Fran'cis  Bacon,  Attorney  General, 

It  may  pleafe  your  Honour, 

I  PRESUMED  to  importune  your  Honour  with 
a  letter  of  the  i6th  of  this  month,  whereby  I 
fignified,  how  I  had  written  to  the  Mailer  of  the  Horfe, 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  move  his  Majefty  for  my 
return  into  England  \  and  how  that  I  had  done  it 
upon  the  direction  of  my  Lord  Roos,  who  offered 
to  be  the  deliverer  thereof.  Withal  I  told  your  Ho- 
nour, that  1  exprefled  thereby  an  act  rather  of  obe- 
dience, than  prudence,  as  not  holding  his  Lordfhip 
a  fit  man,  whom,  by  prefenting  that  letter,  the  King 
might  peradventure  difcover  to  be  my  favourer  in  this 
bufmefs.  In  regard  whereof  I  befought  him,  that, 
howlbever  I  had  complied  with  his  command  in  writ- 
ing, yet  he  would  forbear  the  delivery  :  and  I  gave 
him  divers  rcafons  for  it.  And  both  in  contemplation 
of  thole  realbns,  as  alfo  of  the  hazard  of  mifcarriage, 
that  letters  do  run  into  between  thefe  parts  and  thole, 
I  have  now  thought  fit  to  fend  your  Honour  this  in- 
clofed,  accompanied  with  a  mod  humble  intreaty, 
that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  put  it  into  the  Mailer  of 
the  Horfe's  hands,  with  fuch  a  recommendation  as 
you  can  give.  Having  read  it,  your  Honour  may  be 
pleafed  to  feal  it  \  and  if  his  Honour  have  received 
the  former  by  other  hands,  this  may  iervc  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  duplicate  or  copy  :  if  not,  it  may  be  the 
original     And  indeed,  though  it  fhould  be  but  the 
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copy,  if  it  may  be  touched  by  your  Honour,  it 
would  have  both  greater  grace  and  greater  life,  than 
the  principal  itfelf -,  and  therefore,  howfoever,  I  hum- 
bly pray,  that  this  may  be  delivered. 

If  my  bufinefs  fhould  be  remitted  to  the  council- 
table  (which  yet,  I  hope,  will  not  be)  I  am  mofl 
a  flranger  to  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  my  Lord 
Chamberlain  (w),  of  whom  yet  I  trull,  by  means  of 
your  Honour's  good  word  in  my  behalf,  that  I  fhall 
receive  no  impediment. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Becher  (x),  can  fay  what  my  car- 
riage hath  been  in  France,  under  the  eye  of  feveral 
Ambafladors  -,  which  makes  me  the  more  glad  to  ufe 
him  in  the  delivery  of  this  letter  to  your  Honour : 
and  if  your  Honour  may  be  pleafed  to  command  me 
any  thing,  he  will  convey  it  to  my  knowledge. 

I  hear,  to  my  unfpeakable  joy  of  heart,  how  much 
power  you  have  with  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  ^  and 
how  much  immediate  favour  you  have  alfo  with  his 
moft  excellent  Majefty  :  fo  that  I  cannot  but  hope 
for  all  good  fuccefs,  when  I  confider  withal  the  pro- 
tedlion,  whereinto  you  have  been  pleafed  to  take 
me,  the 


Moil  humble  and  moft  obliged  of 
Spa,  this  laft  of         your  Honour's  many  fervants, 

ToBiE  Matthew. 


spa,    una 

July,/y 

I6I6 


(xv)  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

\x)  William,  afterwards  knighted.  He  had  been  fecrerary 
fo  Sir  George  Calvert,  Ambafiador  to  the  court  of  France,  and 
was  afterwards  agent  at  that  court;  and  at  lafl  made  Clerk  of 
thje  Council. 
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To  Sir  Francis  Bacon,    Attorney  General, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honour, 

I  HAVE  been  made  happy  by  your  Honour's 
noble  and  dear  lines  of  the  two  and  twentieth  of 
July  :  and  the  joy,  that  I  took   therein,  was  only 
kept  from  excefs  by  the  notice  they  gave  me  of  fome 
intentions  and  advices  of  your  Honour,  which  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  impart  to  others  of  my  friends, 
with  a  meaning,  that  they  fhould  acquaint  me  with 
them^i     whereof   they  have  intirely  failed.      And 
therefore,  if  flill  it  fhould  import  me  to  underftand 
what  they  were,  I  muil  be  inforced  to  beg  the  know- 
ledge of  them  from  yourfelf    Your  Honour  hath,  by 
this  lliort  letter,  delivered  me  otherwife  from  a  great 
deal  of  laborious  fufpence.     For,  befides  the  great 
hope  you  give  me  ©f  being  fo  fhortly  able  to  do  you 
reverence,  I  am   come  to  knov/,    that  by  the  dili- 
gence of  your  favour  towards  me,  my  Lord  of  Can- 
terbury hath  been  drawn  to  give  way,  and  the  Ma- 
fter  of  the  Horle  hath  been  induced  to  move.     That 
motion,  I  truil,  will  be  granted  howfoever  •,  but  I 
■  fhould  be  out  of  fear  thereof,  if,  when  he  moves 
the  King,  your  Honour  would  cafl:  to  be  prefent ; 
that  if  his  Majefty  fhould  make  any  difficulty,  fome 
fuch  reply,  as  is  wont  to  come  from  you  in  fuch  cafes, 
may  have  pov/er  to  dilcharge  it. 

I  have  been  told  rather  confidently,  than  credibly 
(for  in  truth  I  am  hardly  drawn  to  believe  it)  that  Sir 
Henry  Goodere  fhould  under  hand  (upon  the  reafon 
of  certain  accounts,  that  run  between  him  and  me, 
wherein  I  mjght  juftly  lofe  my  right,  if  I  had  fo  Httle 
wit,  as  to  trouble  your  Plonour's  infinite  bufinefs, 
by  a  particular  relation  thereof,)  oppofe  himfelf  to 
my  return  •,  and  perform  ill  offices  in  conformity  of 
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that  unkind  affedlion,  which  he  is  faid  to  bear  me. 
But,  as  I  faid,  I  cannot  abiblutely  believe  it,  though 
yet.  I  could  not  lb  far  defpife  the  information,  as  not 
to  acquaint  your  Honour  with  what  I  heard.     I  offer 
it  not  as  a  ruled  cafe,  but  only  as  a  query,  as  I  have 
alfo  done  to   Mr.   Secretary  Lake,    in  this   letter, 
w^hich  I  humbly  pray  your  Honour  may  be  given 
him,  together  with  your  bed  advice,  how  my  bufi- 
nefs  is  to  be  carried  in  this  conjundure  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  dravv'ing  near  to  London,   at  which   time  I 
fhall  receive  my  fentence.     I  have  learned  from  your 
Honour  to  be  confident,  that  it  will  be  pronounced 
in  my  favour:  but,  if  the  will  of  God  fhould  be  other- 
wife,  I  fhall  yet  frame  for  myfeif  a  good  proportion 
of  contentment  •,  fince,  howfoever  I  was  fo  unfor- 
tunate, as  that  I  might  not  enjoy  my  country,  yet 
withal,  I  was  fo  happy,  as  that  my  return  thither 
was  defired  and  negotiated  by  the  affection,  which 
fuch  a  perfon   as  yourfelf  vouchfafed  to  bear  me. 
When  his  Majefty  fliall  be  mo-wed,  if  he  chance  to 
make  difficulty  about  my  return,  and  offer  to  im- 
pofe  any  condition,  which,  it  is  known,  I  cannot 
draw  myfeif  to  digeft  •,  1  defire  it  may  be  remember- 
ed, that  my  cafe  is  common  with  many  of  his  fubje6ls, 
who  breath  in  the  air  of  their  country,  and  that  my 
cafe  is  not  common  with  many,  fince  I  have  lived  fo 
long  abroad  with  difgrace  at  home  •,  and  yet  have 
ever  been  free,  not  only  from  fufpicion  of  pradtice, 
but  from  the  ieafl  dependence  upon  foreign  Princes. 
My  King  is  wife  •,  and  I  hope,  that  he  hath  this  juft 
mercy  in  flore  for  me.     God  Almighty  make  and 
keep  your  Honour  ever  happy,  and  keep  me  fo  in 
his  favour,  as  I  will  be  fure  to  continue 

Your  Honour's  ever  moft  obliged, 
Antwerp,  this  £rft  and  devoted  fervant, 

of  Sept./y©  7;orff, 

'I616.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Post- 
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Postscript. 
May  it  plcafe  your  Honour, 

I  have  written  to  Sir  John  Digby  ;  and  I  tJiink 
lie  would  do  me  all  favour,  if  he  were  handfomely 
put  upon  it.  My  Lady  of  Pembroke  (y)  hath  v/rit- 
ten,  and  that  very  earneflly,  to  my  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain  in  my  behalf. 

This  letter  goes  by  Mr.  Robert  Garret,  to  whom 
I  am  many  ways  beholden,  for  making  me  the  heft 
prefent,  that  ever  I  received,  by  delivering  me  your' 
honour's  laft  letter. 

4S'/r  Francis  Bacon  to  the  Ki^  g. 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellent  Majelly, 

BECAUSE  I  have  ever  found,  that  in  bufinefs 
the  confideration  of  perfons,  who  are  injlrumenta 
animata^  is  no  lefs  weighty  than  of  matters,  I  hum- 
bly pray  your  Majefly  to  perufe  this  inclofed  paper, 
containing  a  diligence,  which  I  have  ufed  in  omnem 
eventum.  If  Towerfon  (2),  as  a  paflionate  man,  have 
overcome  himfelf  in  his  opinion,  fo  it  is.  But  if  his 
company  make  this  good,  then  I  am  very  glad  to  fee 
in  the  cafe,  wherein  we  now  ftand,  there  is  this  hope 
left,  and  your  Majefty's  honour  preferved  in  the  en- 
tier,  God  have  your  Majefly  in  his  divine  pro- 
rer7tion. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  devoted,  and 

moft  bounden  fervant,  &c. 

(y)  Mary,  widow  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  died 
January  19,  \6o{,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  and  fifter  of 
Sir^hilip.     She  "died  September  25,    1621. 

(2)  Whofe  brother,  Captain  Gabriel  Towerfon,  was  one  of 
the  Englifh  merchants  executed  by  the  Dutch  at  Amboyna,  in 
1623;. 
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This  is  a  fecret  to  all  men  but  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor j  and  we  go  on  this  day  with  the  TxCW  company, 
without  dilcouracrins;  them  at  all. 

September  i8,   1616. 

Indorfed, 

Tc  the  King,  upon  Tower  furl's  propcfdions  about  the  cloth 

bufinefs. 

Richard  Martix,  Ef(i\  {a)  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon. 

Right  Honourable, 

My  attendance  at  court  two  days  (in  vain,  con- 
fidering  the  end  of  my  journey)  was  no  lols 
unto  me,  feeing  thereby  I  made  the  gain  of  the  over- 
ture and  afTurance  of  your  Honoui''s  affedtion.  Thefe 
comforts  have  given  new  life  and  llrength  to  my 
hopes,  which  before  began  to  faint.  I  know,  what 
your  Honour  promifeth,  you  will  undertake  -,  and 
what  you  undertake,  you  feldom  fail  to  compafs ; 
for  fuch  proof  of  your  prudence  and  induftry  your 
Honour  hath  of  late  times  given  to  the  fwaying 
world.  There  is,  to  my  underllanding,  no  great  intri- 
cacy in  my  affair,  in  which  I  plainly  defcry  the  courfe 
to  the  fhore  I  would  land  at  •,  to  which  neither  I, 
nor  any  other,  can  attain,  without  the  diredlion  of  oi>r 
great  mailer-pilot,  who  will  not  ftir  much  without 
the  beloved  mate  found  the  way.     Both  thefe  none 


(a)  Born  about  1570,  entered  a  commoner  of  Broad-gate's 
Hall,  now  Pembroke-College,  Oxford,  in  19^5,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  the  Middle-Temple.  Jn  the  Parliament  of  1601,  he 
ferved  for  the  borough  of  Barnftable  in  Devon  ;  and  in  the  hrH 
parliament  of- King  James  I,  he  ferved  for  Cirencefter  in  Glou- 
cellerfhire.  He  was  chofen  Recorder  of  London  in  September 
1618;  but  died  in  the  lall:  day  of  the  following  month.  He  was 
much  elleemed  by  the  m.en  of  learning  and  genius  of  that  age. 
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can  fo  well  {^t  awork  as  yonrfelf,  who  have  not  only 
their  far,  but  their  affedion,  and  that  with  good 
right,  as  I  hope,  in  time,  to  good  and  public  pur- 
pole.  It  is  fit  likewife,  that  your  Honour  know  all 
my  advantages.  The  prefent  incumbent  is  tied  to 
me  by  firm  promife,  which  gives  an  impediment  to 
tht  competitors,  whereof  one  already,  according  to 
the  heavinefs  of  his  name  and  nature,  petit  deorfum. 
And  though  I  be  a  bad  courtier,  yet  I  know  the 
ftyle  of  gratitude,  and  fhall  learn  as  I  am  inflru6led. 
Whatfoever  your  Honour  fliall  undertake  for  me,  I 
v/ill  make  good.  Therefore  I  humbly  and  earneflly 
intreat  yoiir  befl  endeavour,  to  alfure  to  yourfelf  and 
your  mafter  a  fervant,  who  both  can  and  will,  though 
as  yet  miftaken,  advance  his  honour  and  fervice  with 
advantage.  Your  love  and  wifdom  is  my  laft  ad- 
drefs  ;  and  on  the  real  noblenefs  of  your  nature 
(whereof  there  is  fo  good  proof)  (lands  my  laft  hope. 
If  I  now  find  a  ftop,  I  will  refolve  it  is  fatum  Cartha- 
ginis^  and  fit  dow^n  in  perpetual  peace.  In  this  bu- 
finefs  I  defire  all  convenient  filence ;  for  though  I 
can  endure  to  be  refufed,  yet  it  would  trouble  me 
to  have  my  namie  blafted.  If  your  Honour  return 
not,  and  you  think  it  requifite,  I  will  attend  at  court. 
Mean  time,  with  all  humble  and  hearty  wifhes  for 
increafe  of  all  happinefs,  I  kifs  your  Honour's  hands. 

Your  Honour's  humbly  at  command, 

September  27, 

^^'^'  R.  Martin. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Francis  Bacon^  Knight^ 
his  Majeftfs  Attorney  General^  and  one  cf  his  Ma- 
jeftfs  moft  honourable  pri-vy  council^  my  ftngular  pa- 
tron^  at  courts 


To 
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To  the  King, 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

THIS  morning,  according  to  your  Majefty's 
command,  we  have  had  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  King's  Bench  [b]  before  us,  we  being  afTifted 
by  all  your  learned  council,  except  Serjeant  Crew, 
who  was  then  gone  to  attend  your  Majefty.  It  was 
delivered  unto  him,  that  your  Majefty's  pleafure 
was,  that  we  lliould  receive  an  account  from  him  of 
the  performance  of  a  commandment  of  your  Ma- 
jefty laid  upon  him,  which  was,  that  he  fhould  enter 
into  a  view  and  retraclation  of  fuch  novelties,  and 
errors,  and  offenfive  conceits,  as  were  dilperfed  in 
his  Reports  •,  that  he  had  had  good  time  to  do  it  -,  and 
we  doubted  not  but  he  had  ufed  good  endeavour  in 
it,  which  we  defired  now  in  particular  to  receive  from 
him. 

His  fpeech  was,  that  there  were  of  his  Reports 
eleven  books,  that  contained  about  five  hundred 
cafes  :  that  heretofore,  in  other  Reports^  as  namely, 
thofe  of  Mr.  Plowden  (c),  which  he  reverenced  much, 
there  hath  been  found  neverthelefs  errors,  which  the 
wifdom  of  time  had  difcovered,  and  later  judgments 
controlled  9  and  enumerated  to  us  four  cafes  in  Plow- 


{!})  Sir  Edward  Coke. 

{c)  Edmund  Plowden,  born  of  an  ancient  family  of  that  name 
at  Plowden  in  Shropihire,  about  the  year  15 18.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Cambridge  and  Oxford,  in  both  which  univerfities  he 
lludied  phyfic  for  fome  time,  being  admitted,  in  November  1552, 
by  the  latter  to  pradifc  chirurgery  and  phyfic.  After  this,  he 
applied  himfelf  to  the  fludy  of  the  common  law,  in  which  he 
foon  became  eminent,  and  in  1557  was  autumn  reader  to  the 
Middle-Temple,  and  three  years  after  lent  reader,  having 
been  made  Serjeant,  Odober  27,  155 8.  He  died  February  6, 
158*,  at  the  age  of  fixty  feven,  in  the  profeflion  of  the  Roman 
catholic  faitli. 

den. 
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den,  which  were  erroneous  :  and  thereupon  deliver- 
ed in  to  us  the  inclofed  paper,  wherein  your  Majefty 
may  perceive,  that  my  Lord  is  an  happy  man,  that 
rhere  fhouid  be  no  more  errors  in  his  five  hundred 
cafes,  than  in  a  few  cafes  of  Plowden.  Your  Ma- 
jefty may  alfo  perceive,  that  your  Majefty's  diredlion 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  myfelf,  and  the  travail 
taken  by  us  and  Mr.  Sollicitor  (d)^  in  following  and 
performing  your  diredlion,  was  not  altogether  loft  ; 
for  that  of  thofe  three  heads,  which  we  principally 
refpected,  which  were  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
church,  your  prerogative,  and  the  jurifdiftion  of 
other  your  courts,  my  Lord  hath  fcarcely  fallen  upon 
any,  except  it  be  the  Prince's  cafe,  which  alfo  yet 
feemeth  to  Hand  but  upon  the  grammatical,  of  French 
and  Latin. 

My  Lord  did  alfo  give  his  promife,  which  your 
Majeily  fhall  find  in  the  end  of  his  writing,  thus  far 
in  a  kind  of  common  place  or  thefis,  tliat  it  was  fin 
for  a  man  to  go  againft  his  own  confcience,  though 
erroneous,  except  his  confcience  be  firft  informed  and 
fatisfied. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  conclufion  fignified  to 
my  Lord  Coke  your  Majefty's  commandment,  that 
until  report  made,  and  your  pleafure  thereupon 
known,  he  ftiall  forbear  his  fitting  at  Wcftminfter, 
&c.  not  reftraining  nevertheiefs  any  other  exercife 
of  his  place  of  Chief  Juftice  in  private. 

Thus  having  performed,  to  the  beft  of  our  under- 
ftanding,  your  royal  commandment,  we  reft  ever 

Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful,  and 

moft  bounden  fervants,  &c. 

(d)  Sir  Henry  Yelvcrton, 
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^heLord  Vifcount  Villiers  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon> 
Attorney  General. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  my  Lord 
Chancellor's  and  your  report,  touching  my  Lord 
Coke  ;  as  alio  with  your  opinion  therein  \  which  his 
Majefty  doth  diilike  for  thefe  three  reafons :  firft,  be- 
caufe,  that  by  this  courfe  you  propound,  the  procefs  can- 
not hav'.-  ^  beginning,  till  after  his  Majefty's  return  •, 
which,  how  long  it  may  laft  after,  no  man  knoweth. 
He  therefore  thinketh  it  too  long  and  uncertain  a 
delay,  to  keep  the  bench  fo  long  void  from  a  Chief 
Juftice.  Secondly,  although  his  Majefty  did  ufc 
the  council's  advice  in  dealing  with  the  Chief  Juftice 
upon  his  other  mifdemeanors ;  yet  he  would  be  loth 
to  leflen  his  prerogative,  in  making  the  council  judges, 
whether  he  fhould  be  turned  out  of  his  place  or  no, 
if  the  cafe  fhould  fo  require.  Thirdly,  for  that  my 
Lord  Coke  hath  fought  means  to  kifs  his  Majefty's 
hands,  and  withal,  to  acquaint  him  with  fome  things 
of  great  importance  to  his  fervlce  ;  he  holdeth  it  not 
fit  to  admit  him  to  his  prefence,  before  thefe  points 
be  determined,  becaufe  that  would  be  a  grant  of  his 
pardon  before  he  had  his  trial.  And  if  thole  things, 
wherewith  he  is  to  acquaint  his  Majefty,  be  of  fuch 
confequence,  it  would  be  dangerous  and  prejudicial 
to  his  Majefty,  to  delay  him  too  long.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  if  you  jliall  advife  of  any  other  reafons  to 
the  contrary,  his  Majefty  would  have  you,  with  all 
the  fpeed  you  can,  to  fend  them  unto  him  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  keep  back  his  Majefty's  letter,  which 
is  herein  fent  unto  youj  from  my  Lord  Coke's  know- 

ledge. 
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kdo-e,  until  you  receive  his  Majefty's    further   di- 
redion  for  your  proceeding  in  his  bufinefs. 
And  fo  1  reft, 

Your  ever  afTured  friend  at  command, 

Theobalds,  the 

3d  of  oao- 

ber,  1616.  George  Villiers. 

^0  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Francis  Bacon^  Knight^ 
his  Majeftfs  Attorney  General^  and  of  his  mojl  ho- 
iiourahle  privy  counciL 


J'o  the  KiN'G. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mofl  excellent  Majefty, 

WE  have  confidered  of  the  letters,  which  we 
received  from  your  Majefty,  as  well  that 
written  to  us  both,  as  that  other  written  by  my 
Lord  Villiers  to  me,  the  Attorney,  which  I  thought 
good  to  acquaint  my  Lord  Chancellor  withal,  the 
better  to  give  your  Majefty  fatisfa6tion.  And  we 
moft  humbly  defire  your  Majefty  to  think,  that  we 
are,  and  ever  ftiall  be,  ready  to  perform  and  obey 
your  Majefty's  directions  ;  towards  w^hich,  the  fir  ft 
degree  is  to  underftand  them  well. 

In  anfwer  therefore  to  both  the  faid  letters,  as  well 
coacerning  matter  as  concerning  time,  we  ftiall  in  all 
humblenels  offer  to  your  Majefty's  high  wifdom  the 
confiderations  following : 

Firft,  we  did  conceive,  that  after  my  Lord  Coke 
was  fequeftered  from  the  table  and  his  circuits  (€), 
when  your  Majefty  laid  upon  him  your  command- 

(^)  On  the  30th  of  [une,  i6i6.  Camdeni  Annates  Regis  y a- 
cobi  I.  p.  19  ;  and  Peck,  DefuUrata  Curioja,  Vol.  I.  Lib.  VI. 
p.  18. 

inent 
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itient  for  the  expurging  of  his  Reports,  and  com- 
manded alfo  our  fervice  to  look  into  them,  and  into 
other  novelties  introduced  into  the  government,  your 
Majefty  had  in  this  your  doing  two  principal  ends : 

The  one,  to  fee,  if  upon  fo  fair  an  occafion,  he 
would  make  any  expiation  of  his  former  faults  -,  and 
alio  Ihew  himfelf  fenfible  of  thofe  things  in  his  Reports, 
which  he  could  not  but  know  were  the  likefl  to  be 
offenfive  to  your  Majefty. 

The  other,  to  perform  de  vero  this  right  to  your 
crown  and  fuccelTion,  and  your  people  alfo;  that 
thofe  errors  and  novelties  might  not  run  on,  and  au- 
thorize by  time,  but  might  be  taken  away,  whether 
he  confented  to  it  or  no. 

But  we  did  not  conceive  your  Majefty  would  have 
had  him  charged  with  thofe  faults  of  his  book,  or 
thofe  other  novelties  ;  but  only  would  have  had 
them  reprefented  to  you  for  your  better  information. 

Now  your  Majefty  feeth  what  he  hath  done,  you 
can  better  judge  of  it  than  we  can.  If,  upon  this 
probation  added  to  former  matters,  your  Majefty 
think  him  not  fit  for  your  fervice,  we  muft  in  all 
humblenefs  fubfcribe  to  your  Majefty,  and  acknow- 
ledge, that  neither  his  difplacing  (confidering  he 
holdeth  his  place  but  during  your  will  and  pleafure) 
nor  the  choice  of  a  fit  man  to  be  put  in  his  room, 
are  council-table  matters,  but  are  to  proceed  wholly 
from  your  Majefty 's  great  wifdom,  and  gracious 
pleafure.  So  that  in  this  courfe,  it  is  but  the  Cg- 
nification  of  your  pleafure,  and  the  bufinefs  is  at  an 
end  as  to  him.  Only  there  remaineth  the  aftual  ex- 
purgation or  animadverfions  of  the  books. 

But  if  your  Majefty  underftand  it,  that  he  Ihall  be 
chwged^  then,  as  your  Majefty  beft  knoweth,  juftice 
requireth,  that  he  be  heard  and  called  to  his  anfwer, 
and  then  your  Majeft)^  will  be  pleafed  to  confider, 
before  whom  he  ftiall  be  charged ;  whether  before 
the  body  of  your  council  (as  formerly  he  was,)  or 

fomc 
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ibmc  fele(5tcd  commifTioners  -,  for  we  conceive  your 
Majefty  will  not  think  it  convenient  it  fhould  be  be- 
fore us  two  only.  Alfo  the  manner  of  his  charge  is 
confiderable,  whether  it  (liall  be  verbal  by  your  learned 
council,  as  it  was  laft  •,  or  whether,  in  refpedt  of  the 
multiplicity  of  matters,  he  fhall  not  .have  the  collec- 
tions, we  have  made  in  writing,  delivered  to  him. 
Alfo  the  matter  of  his  charge  is  likewife  confiderable, 
whether  any  of  thofe  points  of  novelty,  which  by 
your  Majeily's  commandment  we  coUedled,  fliall  be 
made  part  of  his  charge  ;  or  only  the  faults  of  his 
books,  and  the  prohibitions  and  habeas  corpus^  col- 
ledted  by  my  Lord  of  Canterbury.  In  all  which 
courfe  we  forefee  length  of  time,  not  fo  much  for 
your  learned  council  to  be  prepared  (for  that  is  al- 
moft  done  already,)  but  becaufe  himfelf,  no  doubt, 
will  crave  time  of  advice  to  perufe  his  own  books, 
and  to  fee,  whether  the  colle6tions  be  true,  and  that 
he  be  juftly  charged  ^  and  then  to  produce  his  proofs, 
that  thofe  things,  which  he  ihall  be  charged  with, 
were  not  conceits  or  Angularities  of  his  own,  but  the 
a6ls  of  court,  and  other  like  things,  tending  to  ex- 
cufation  or  extenuation  •,  wherein  we  do  not  fee,  how 
the  time  of  divers  days,  if  not  of  weeks,  can  be  de- 
nied him. 

Now  for  time,  (if  this  laft  courfe  of  charging  him 
be  taken)  we  may  only  inform  your  Majefty  thus 
much,  that  the  abfencc  of  a  Chief  Juftlce,  though 
it  ihould  be  for  a  whole  term,  as  it  hath  beefi  often 
upon  ficknefs,  can  be  no  hindrance  to  common 
juftice.  For  the  bufmefs  of  the  King's  Bench  may 
be  difpatched  by  the  reft  of  the  Judges  :  his  voice 
in  the  Star-Chamber  may  be  fupplied  by  any  other 
Judge,  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  fhall  call ;  and  the 
trials  by  nift  prius  may  be  lUpplied  by  commilGon, 

But  as  for  thofe  great  matters  of  difcovery,  we 

can  fay  nothing  more  than  this,  that  either  they  are 

old  or  new.     If  old,  he  is  to  blame  for  having  kept 

%  them 
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them  fo  long  :  if  new,  or  whatfoever,  he  may  ad- 
vertife  your  Majefty  of  them  by  letter,  or  dehver 
them  by  word  to  fuch  counfellor,  as  your  Majefty  will 
afiign. 

Thus  we  hope  your  Majeily  will  accept  of  our  fin- 
cerity,  having  dealt  freely  and  openly  with  your 
Majeily,  as  becometh  us  :  and  when  we  fhall  receive 
your  pleafure  and  diredtion,  we  fliall  execute  and  obey 
the  fame  in  all  things  •,  ending  with  our  prayers  for 
your  Majefty,  and  refting 

Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful,  and 

moft  bounden  fervants, 

Odober  6,  1616. 

T.  Ellesmere  Cane. 
Francis  Bacon. 


Rememhrances  of  his  Majefifs  declaration^  touching  the 
Lord  Coke. 


T 


H  AT  although  the  difcharging  and  removing 
of  his  Majefty's  officers  and  fervants,  as  well 
as  the  choice  and  advancement  of  men  to  place,"  be 
no  council-table  matters,  but  belong  to  his  Majefty's 
princely  will,  and  fecret  judgement ;  yet  his  Majefty 
will  do  his  council  this  honour,  that  in  his  refolutions 
of  that  kind,  his  council  fliall  know  them  firft  before 
others,  and  ftiall  know  them,  accompanied  by  their 
caufes,  making  as  it  were  a  private  manifefto,  or 
revealing  of  himfelf  to  them  without  parables. 

Then  to  have  the  report  of  the  Lords  touching 
the  bufmefs  of  the  Lord  Coke,  and  the  laft  order  of 
the  council  read. 

That  done,  his  Majefty  farther  to  declare,  that 
he  might,  upon  the  fame  three  grounds  in  the  order 

mentioned. 
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mentioned,  of  deceit,  contempt,  and  Qander  of  his 
government,  very  julily  have  proceeded  then,  not 
only  to  have  put  him  trom  hu  place  of  Chief  Jalbce, 
but  to  have  brought  him  in  que  (Hon  in  the  Star- 
Chamber,  Vv'hich  would  hav^e  been  his  urter  over- 
throw ;  but  then  his  Majelly  was  pleafed  for  that 
time  only  to  put  him  oif  from  the  council- table, 
and  from  the  public  exercife  of  his  place  of  Chief 
JulHce,  and  to  take  farther  time  to  deliberate. 

That  in  this  his  Majeily's  deliberation  (bcfides  the 
prefent  occafion)  he  had  in  fome  things  looked  back 
to  the  Lord  Coke's  former  carriage,  and  in  ibme 
things  looked  forward,  to  make  fome  farther  trial  of 
him. 

That  for  things  pafled,  his  Majefly  had  noted  in 
him  a  perpetual  turbulent  carriage,  firft  towards  the' 
liberties  of  his  church  and  eflate  ecclefiaftical  \  to- 
wards his  prerogative  royal,  and  the  branches  there- 
of-, and  likewife  towards  all  the  fettled  jurifdidicns 
of  all  his  other  courts,  the  High  CommifTion,  the 
Star-Chamber,  the  Chancery,  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cils, the  Admiralty,  the  Duchy,  the  Court  of  Re- 
quefts,  the  CommifTion  of  Inquiries,  the  new  Bo- 
roughs of  Ireland  -,  in  all  which  he  had  railed  trou- 
bles and  new  queftions  ;  and  iaflly,  in  that,  which 
might  concern  the  fafety  of  his  royal  perfon,  by  his 
expofition  of  the  laws  in  cafes  of  high  treafon. 

That,  befides  the  adlions  themfelves,  his  Majefty, 
in  his  princely  wifdom,  hath  made  two  fpecial  obfer- 
vations  of  him ;  the  one,  that  he  having  in  his  na- 
ture not  one  part  of  thofe  things,  which  are  popular 
in  men,  being  neither  civil,  nor  affable,  nor  mag- 
nificent, he  hath  made  himfelf  popular  by  dcfign 
only,  in  puUing  down  governmenrt.  The  other,  thac 
whereas  his  Majefty  might  have  expeded  a  change 
in  him,  when  he  made  him  his  own,  by  taking  him 
to  be  pf  his  council,  it  made  no  change  at  all,  but 
to  the  v/orfe,  he  hplding  on  ail  his  fgrmer  channel, 

H  and 
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and  running  feparate  courfes  from  the  reft  of  his 
council  ;  and  rather  bufying  himfelf  in  calling 
fears  before  his  council,  concerning  what  they 
could  not  do,  than  joining  his  advice  what  they 
Ihould  do. 

Thar  his  Majefty,  defirous  yet  to  make  a  farther 
trial  ot  him,  had  given  him  the  fummer's  vacation  to 
reform  his  Reports^  wherein  there  be  many  dangerous 
conceits  of  his  own  uttered  for  law,  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  crown,  parliament,  and  fubjedls  -,  and  to  fee, 
whether  by  this  he  would  in  any  part  redeem  his  fault. 
But  that  his  Majefty  hath  failed  of  the  redemption 
he  defired,  but  hath  met  with  another  kind  of  re- 
demption from  him,  which  he  little  expected.  P'or 
as  to  the  Reports^  after  three  months  time  and  confi- 
deration,  he  had  offered  his  Majefty  only  five  ani- 
madverfions,  being  rather  a  fcorn,  than  a  fatisfadlion 
to  his  Majefty  *,  whereof  one  was,  that  in  the 
Prince's  cafe  he  had  found  out  the  French  ftatutc, 
which  y/3.s  Jilz  aifne^  whereas  the  Latin  y!2is  primcge- 
nitiis ;  and  fo  the  Prince  is  Duke  of  Cornwall  in 
French,  and  not  Duke  of  Cornwall  in  Latin.  And 
another  was,  that  he  had  fet  Montagu  to  be  Chief 
Juftice  in  Henry  VIIFs  time,  when  it  fhould  have 
been  in  Edward  VFs,  and  fuch  other  ftuff;  not 
falling  upon  any  of  thofe  things,  which  he  could'  not 
but  know  were  offenfive. 

That  hereupon  his  Majefty  thought  good  to  re- 
frefti  his  memory,  and  out  of  many  cafes,  which  his 
Majefty  caufed  to  be  collated,  to  require  his  anfwer 
to  five,  being  all  fuch,  as  were  but  expatiations  of  his 
own,  and  no  judgments ;  whereunto  he  returned 
fuch  an  anfwer,  as  did  either  juftify  himfelf,  or  elude 
the  matter,  fo  as  his  Majefty  fceth  plainly  antiquum 
fihtmet. 


Tq 
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To  Sir  Fran  c  1  s  Bac  o  n.  Attorney  General  (*}. 

S  I  R, 

1H  AVE  kept  your  man  here  thus  long,  becaufe 
I  thought  there  would  have  been  fome  occafion 
for  me  to  write  after  Mr.  Sollicitor  General's  being 
vvith  the  King.  But  he  hath  received  lb  full  in- 
ftru6i:ion  from  his  Majefly,  that  there  is  nothing  left 
for  me  to  add  in  the  bufmefs.     And  fo  I  reft, 

Your  faithful  fervant, 

Rovfton*  the  I3tli 
ofoaob.1616.  George    \illiers; 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Francis  Bacon^  Knight^ 
one  of  his  Mfjejiy^s  Privy  Council^  and  his  A^Aorney 
General, 


Sir  T^DMVND  Bacon  (f)  to  Sir  Fr an c i s  Bac 0 n, 
Attorney  General. 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  bold  to  prefent  unto  your  hands  by  this 
bearer,  whom  the  law  calls  up,  ibme  fait  of 
wormwood,  being  uncertain,  whether  the  regard  of 
your  health  makes  you  ftill  continue  the  ufe  of  that 
medicine.  I  could  v/ifh  it  otherwife  •,  for  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  all  diuretics,  which  carry  with  them 
that  punftuous  nature  and  cauftic  quality  by  calci- 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.  7006. 

ff)  Nephew  of  Sir  Fraticis  Bacon,  being  eldefl  Ton  of  Sir  Ni- 
colas Bacon,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Nicolas  Bacon,  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal.  Sir  Edmund  died  without  ifTue,  April  ic,  1649. 
Inhere  are  feveral  letters  to  him  from  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  printed 
among  the  works  of  the  latter. 

H  2  nation-, 
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nation,  are  hurtful  to  the  kidneys,  if  not  enemies 
to  the  other  principal  parts  of  the  body.  Wherein, 
if  it  fhall  pleafe  you,  for  your  better  fatisfa6lion,  to 
call  the  advice  of  your  learned  phyficians,  and  that 
they  fliall  refolve  of  any  medicine  for  your  health, 
wherein  my  poor  labour  may  avail  you,  you  know 
where  your  faithful  apothecary  dwells,  who  will  be 
ready  at  your  commandment  •,  as  I  am  bound  both 
by  your  favours  to  myfelf,  as  alio  by  thofe  to  my 
nephew,  whom  you  have  brought  out  of  darknefs 
into  light,  and,  by  what  I  hear,  have  already  made 
him,  by  your  bounty,  a  fubjed:  of  emulation  to  his 
elder  brother.  We  are  all  partakers  of  this  your 
kindnefs  towards  him  •,  and,  for  myfelf,  I  (hall  be 
ever  ready  to  deferve  it  by  any  fervice,  that  fhall  lie 
in  the  power  of 

Your  Lordlhip's  poor  nephew, 

Redgrave,  this 
i9thofOao- 

ber,  1616.  Edm.  Bacon. 

For  the  Right  Honour ahle  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Knight^ 
his  Majejlfs  Attorney  General,  and  one  of  his  mojl 
Honourable  Privy  CounfellorSy  be  thefe  delivered  at 
London. 


To  the  King. 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellent  Majefty, 

I  SEND  your  Majefty  a  form  of  difcharge  for  my 
Lord  Coke  from  his  place  of  Chief  Juftice  of  your 
Bench  (g). 

Cg)  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  removed  from  that  poll  on  the  15th 
of  November,   1616. 

I  fend 
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I  fend  alio  a  warrant  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  for 
making  forth  a  writ  for  a  new  Chief  Juflice,  leaving  a 
blank  for  the  name  to  be  fupplied  hj  your  Majefty's 
prefence  -,  for  I  never  received  your  Majefly's  exprefs 
pleafure  in  it. 

If  your  Majefty  refolve  of  Montagu  {h)  (as  I  con- 
ceive and  wifh)  it  is  very  material,  as  thefe  times  are, 
that  your  Majefty  have  fome  care,  that  the  Recorder 
fucceeding  be  a  temperate  and  difcreet  man,  and 
allured  to  your  Majefty's  fervice.  If  your  Majeftv, 
without  too  much  harfhnefs,  can  continue  the  place 
within  your  own  fervants,  it  is  beft :  if  nor,  the  man, 
upon  whom  the  choice  is  like  to  fall,  which  is  Co- 
ventry  (Z),  I  hold  doubtful  for  your  fervice  ;  not  but 
that  he  is  a  well  learried,  and  an  honeft  man  ;  but 
he  hath  been,  as  it  were,  bred  by  Lord  Coke,  and 
feafoned  in  his  ways. 

God  prefervc  your  Majefty. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble,  and 

;?ioft  bounden  fen^ant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

I  fend  not  thefe  things,  which  concern  my  Lord 
Coke,  by  my  Lord  Villiers,  for  fucTi  reafons  as  your 
Majefty  may  conceive. 

November  13,  at  noon  [i6i6]. 

(h)   Sir  Henry  Montagu,    Recorder  of  London,    w1k>   was 

T^  ^^"^  ^^'^^  -f"^^^^  ^^'  ^^^  ^'"S's  Bench,  November  16. 
1616,  He  was  afterwards  made  Lord  Trealurer,  and  created 
Earl  of  Manchefter. 

(/)  Thomas  Coventry,  Efq;  afterwards   Lord  Keeper  of  th^ 
Great  Se^l.  ■ 

H3  T> 
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To   the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefty, 

I  SEND  your  Majefty,  according  to  your  com- 
mandment, the  warrant  for  the  review  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke's  Reports.  I  had  prepared  it  before  I  re- 
ceivedyour  Majefty's  pleafure:  but  I  was  glad  to  fee 
it  was  in  your  mind,  as  well  as  in  my  hands.  In  the 
nomination,  which  your  Majefty  made  of  the  Judges, 
to  whom  it  fnould  be  direded,  your  Majefty  could 
not  name  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  that  now  is  (k), 
becaufe  he  was  not  then  declared :  but  you  could 
not  leave  him  out  now,  without  difcountenance. 

I  fend  your  Majefty  the  ftate  of  Lord  Darcy's 
caufe  (I)  in  the  Star-Chamber,    fet  down  by  Mr. 

Sollicitor, 

(/')  Sir  Henry  Montagu. 

(I)  This  is  jaft  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon  to 
the  Lord  Vilcount  Villiers,  printed  in  his  works  ;  but  is  more 
particularly  ftated  in  the  R-pcrts  of  Sir  Henry  Kobart,  Lord 
Chief  jJlHce  of  the  Common  Pleas,  p.  120,  121.  Edit.  London, 
1658,  fol.  as  follows.  The  Lord  Darcy  of  the  North  fued 
Gervafe  Markham,  Efq;  in  the  Star-Chamber,  in  161 6,  on 
this  occafion.  They  had  hunted  together,  and  the  defendant 
and  a  fervant  cf  the  plaintiff,  one  Beckwith,  fell  together  by 
the  ears  in  the  field ;  and  Beckwith  threw  him  down,  and  was 
upon  him  cuffmg  him,  when  the  Lord  Darcy  took  his  fer- 
vant off,  and  reproved  him.  However,  Mr.  Markham  expreffmg 
forae  anger  againft  his  Lordfhip,  and  charging  him  with  main- 
taining hi?  man,  Lord  Darcy  anfwered,  that  he  had  ufed  Mr. 
Markham  kindly ;  for  if  he  had  not  refcued  him  from  his  man, 
the  latter  v.-ould  have  beaten  him  to  rags.  Mr.  Markham,  upon 
this,  wrote  five  or  fix  letters  to  Lord  Darcy,  fubfcribing  them 
with  his  name  -,  but  did  not  fend  them,  and  only  difperfed  them 
unfealed  in  the  fields ;  the  purport  of  them  being  this :  that 
whereas  rhe  Lord  Darcy  had  faid,  that,  but  for  him,  his  fervant 
Beckwith  had  beaten  him  to  rags,  he  lied  ;  and,  as  often  as  he 
fhould  fpeak  it,  he  lied  ;  and  that  he  would  maintain  this  with 
his  life:  adding,  that  he  had  difperfed  thofe  letters,  that  his 
Lordfhip  might  find  them,  or  fomebody  clfc  bring  them  to  him; 

and 
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SoUicitor (;;;),  and  mentioned  in  the  letters,  which  your 
Majeily  received  from  the  Lords.  I  leave  all  in 
humblenefs  to  your  Majeliy's  royal  judgement :  but 
this  is  true,  that  it  was  the  clear  opinion  of  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  myfelf,  and  the  two  Chief  Juftices, 
and  others,  that  it  is  a  caufe  mofl  fit  for  the  cenfure 
of  the  court,  both  for  the  repreiTmg  of  duels,  and 
the  encouragement  of  complaints  in  courts  of  juftice. 
If  your  Majeily  be  pleafed  it  fhall  go  on,  there 
refteth  but  Wednefday  next  for  the  hearing  •,  for  the 
laft  day  of  term  is  commonly  left  for  orders,  though 
fometimes,  upon  extraordinary  occafion,  it  hath  been 
fet  down  for  the  hearing  of  ibme  great  caufe. 

I  fend  your  Majefty  alfo  Baron  Bromley*s  (;z)  re- 
port, which  your  Majefty  required  ;  whereby  youi* 
Majefty  may  perceive  things  go  not  fo  well  in  Cum- 
berland (which  is  the  feat  of  the  party  your  Majefty 
named  to  me)  as  was  conceived.  And  yet  if  ihere 
were  land-winds,  as  there  be  fea-winds,  to  bind  men 
in,  I  could  wifti  he  were  a  little  wind-bound,  to  keep 
him  in  the  fouth. 

But  while  your  Majefty  pafleth  the  accounts  of  Judges 
in  circuits,  your  Majefty  will  give  me  leave  to  think  of 
the  Judges  here  in  their  upper  region.  And  becaufe 
Tacitus  faith  well,  opportuni  7nagnis  conatihus  tranfitus 
rerum  •,  now  upon  this  change,  when  he,  that  letteth, 
is  gone,  I  ftiall  endeavour,  to  the  beft  of  my  power 
and  fkill,  that  there  m.ay  be  a  confent  and  united 
mind  in  your  Judges  to  ferve  yoO,  and  ftrengthen 
your  bufinefs.  For  I  am  perluaded  there  cannot  be 
a  facrifice,  from  which  there  may  come  up  to  you 


and  that  if  his  Lord(Vjip  were  delirous  to  fpeak  v.  ith  him,  he 
might  fend  his  boy,  who  fhould  be  well  ufed.  ior  this  cfFence, 
Mr.  Markham  was  ceniured,  and  iined  500 1.  by  the  Sta?-. 
Chamber. 

{m)  Sir  Henry  Yelverton. 

{n)  Edward  Bromley,  made  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer, February  6,  16;^. 

H  4  a  fweeter 
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a  Iwecter  odour  of  reft,  than  this  effedl,  whereof  I 

fpeak. 

For  this  wretched  murderer,  Bertram  (<?),  now 
gone  to  his  place,  I  have,  perceiving  your  Majefty's 
good  liking  of  what  I  propounded,  taken  order,  that 
there  ihali  be  a  declaration  concerning  the  caufe  in 
the  King's  Bench,  by  occafion  of  puniihment  of  the 
offence  of  his  keeper ;  and  anocher  in  Chancery,  up- 
on the  occafion  of  moving  for  an  order,  according 
to  his  juft  and  righteous  report.  And  yet  withal, 
I  have'  fet  on  work  a  good  pen  (p)  (and  myfelf  will 
overlook  it)  for  making  fome  little  pamphlet  fit  to 
fly  abroad  in  the  country. 

For  your  Majefty^'s  proclamation  touching  the 
wearing  of  cloth,  after  I  had  drawn  a  form  as  near  as 
I  couW  to  your  Majefty's  direction,  I  propounded  it 
to  the  Lords,  my  Lord  Chancellor  being  then  ab- 
fcnt ;  and  after  their  Lordftiips  good  approbation, 
and  fome  points  by  them  altered,  I  obtained  leave  of 
them  to  confer  thereupon  with  my  Lord  Chancellor 
and  fome  principal  Judges,  which  I  did  this  after- 
noon i  fo  as,  it  being  now  perfe6led,  I  ftiall  offer  it 
to  the  board  to-morrow,  and  fo  fend  it  to  your  Ma- 
jefty. 

So  humbly  craving  your  Majefty's  pardon  for  trou- 
bling you  with  fo  long  a  letter,  fpecially  being  accom- 
panied with  other  papers,  1  ever  reft, 

Your  Majefty's  ^iioft  humble,  and 

bounden  fervant. 

This  2iilof  No- 
vember,   at  ten  Fr.    BaCON. 

at  night  [1616}. 

(3)  John  Bertram,  a  ^ravc  man,  above  feventy  years  of  age, 
2.vA  of  a  clear  reputation,  according  to  Camden,  Jnnaks  Regis 
Jacobi  ly  p.  21.,  He  killed  with  a  piftol,  in  Lincobi's  Inn,  on 
the  12th  of  November  1616,  Sir  John  Tyndal,  a  M after  in 
Chancery,  for  having  made  a  report  againft  him  in  a  caufe, 
wher-ein  the  Aim  contended  for  did  not  exceed  200I.  He  hanged 
^limfelf  in  prifon  Oii  the  1 7  th  of  that  month.  (p)  Mr.  Trott, 

Remembrd7ices 
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Rememhances  for  the  King  heforthis  going  into  Scotland, 

May  k  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

ALTHOUGH  your  journey  be  but  as  a  long 
progrefs,  and  that  your  Majefly  fhall  be  Hill 
within  your  own  land  •,  and  therefore  any  extraordi- 
nary courfe  neither  needful,  nor  in  my  opinion  fit ; 
yet  neverrhelefs,  I  thought  it  agreeable  to  my  duty 
and  care  of  your  fervice,  to  put  you  in  mind  of  thole 
points  of  form,  which  have  relation,  not  fo  xnuch  to 
a  journey  into  Scotland,  as  to  an  abfence  from  your 
city  of  London  for  fix  months,  or  to  a  diftance  from 
your  {aid  city  near  three  hundred  miles  ;  and  that  in 
an  ordinary  courfe,  wherein  I  lead  myfelf,  by  calling 
to  confideration  what  things  there  are,  that  require 
your  fignature,  and  may  feem  not  fo  fit  to  expod: 
fending  to  and  fro ;  and  therefore  to  be  fupplied  by 
fome  precedent  warrants. 

Firil,  your  ordinary  commifiions  of  juftice,  of 
affize,  and  the  peace,  need  not  your  fignature,  but 
pafs  of  courfe  by  your  Chancellor.  And  your  com- 
mifiions of  lieutenancy,  though  they  need  your  fig- 
nature,  yet  if  any  of  the  Lieutenants  fhould  die, 
your  Majefty's  choice  and  pleafure  may  be  very  well 
attended.  Only  I  fhould  think  fit,  under  your  Ma- 
jeil's  corredion,  that  fuch  of  your  Lord  Lieutenants, 
as  do  not  attend  your  perfon,  were  commanded  to 
abide  wiuhin  their  countries  refpeclively. 

For  grants,  if  there  were  a  longer  ceffation,  I  think 
your  Majefty  will  eafily  believe  it  will  do  no  hurt. 
And  yet  if  any  be  necefifary,  the  continual  dif- 
patches  willfupply  that  turn. 

That,  which  is  chiefly  confiderable,  is  proclama- 
tions, which  ail  do  require  your  Majefty's  fignature, 
except  you  leave  fome  warrant  under  your  great  feal 
to  your  ftandins;  council  here  in  London. 

It 
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It  is  true,  I  cannot  forefee  any  cafe  of  fuch  fudden 
necefTity,  except  it  fhould  be  the  apprehenfion  of 
feme  great  offenaers,  or  the  adjournment  of  the  term 
upon  ficknefs,  or  iome  riot  in  the  city,  fuch  as  hath 
been  about  the  liberties  of  the  Tower,  or  againft 
frrangers,  &c.  But  your  Majefly,  in  your  great  wif- 
dom,  rr^ay  perhaps  think  of  many  things,  that  I  can- 
not remember,  or  forefee  :  and  therefore  it  was  fit  to 
refer  thofe  things  to  your  better  judgement, 

Alfo  my  Lord  Chancellor's  age  and  health  is  fuch, 
as  it  doth  not  only  admit,  but  require  the  accident  of 
his  death  (q)  to  be  thought  of  5  which  may  fall  in 
fuch  a  time,  as  the  very  commifTions  of  ordinary 
juflice  before  mentioned,  and  writs,  which  require 
prefent  difpatch,  cannot  well  be  put  off.  Therefore 
your  Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion,  whether  you  will  not  have  fuch  a  commifTion, 
as  was  prepared  about  this  time  twelvemonth  in  my 
Lord's  extreme  ficknefs,  for  the  taking  of  the  fcal 
into  cuflody,  and  for  the  feal  of  writs  and  com- 
milTions  for  ordinary  juftice,  till  you  may  advife  of  a 
Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal. 

Your  Majefty  will  gracioufly  pardon  my  care, 
which  is  afnduous  •,  and  it  is  good  to  err  in  caring 
even  rather  too  much  than  too  little.  Thefe  things, 
for  fo  much  as  concerneth  form.s,  ought  to  proceed 
from  my  place,  as  Attorney,  unto  which  you  have 
added  fome  intereft  in  matter,  by  making  me  of  your 
privy  council.  But  for  the  main  they  reft  wholly  in 
your  princely  judgement,  being  well  informed ;  be- 
caufe  miracles  are  ceafed,  though  admiration  will  not 
q^afe,  while  you  live. 

Indorfed,  February  21,  1616. 


{q)  He  died  at  the  age  of Teventy,  on  the  15th  of  March,  161  f, 
having  refigned  the  great  feal  on  the  3d  of  that  mojith  ;  which 
was  given  on  the  7th  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon, 

2  Sir 
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Sir  Edward    Coke   to   the  King. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

I  THINK  it  now  my  duty  to  inform  your  Ma- 
jefty  of  the  motives,  that  induced  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Judges  to  refolve,  that  a  murder  or 
felony,  committed  by  one  Engliihman  upon  another 
in  a  foreign  kingdom,  fhall  be  puniihed  before  the 
Conftable  and  Marfhal  here  in  England. 

Firft,  in  the  book-cafe,  in  the  13th  year  of  King 
Henry  the  Fourth,  in  whofe  reign  the  ftatute  was 
made,  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  one  liege-man  v/as  killed 
in  Scotland  by  another  liege-man  ;  and  the  wife  of 
him,  that  was  killed,  did  fue  an  appeal  of  murder  in 
the  Conftable's  Court  of  England.  VideStattitum,  faith 
the  book,  de primo  Henrici  IV,  Cap.  14.  Et  contempora- 
neaexpofitioeftfortiJfmainLege,  Stanford  (r),  an  author 
without  exception,  faith  thus,  fol.  65.  a, :  "  By  the 
''  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  Cap.  14.  if  any  fubjedb  kill 
"  another  fubjecl  in  a  foreign  kingdom,  the  wife  of 
"  him,  that  is  flain,  may  have  an  appeal  in  Eng- 
"  land  before  the  Conftable  and  iVlarftial :  which  Is 
"  a  cafe  in  terminis  terminantibus.  And  when  the 
*'  wife,  if  the  party  flain  have  any,  ftiall  have  an  ap- 
"  peal,  there,  if  he  hath  no  wife,  his  next  heir  ihall 
«  have  it." 

If  any  fad  be  committed  out  of  the  kingdom,  upon 
the  high  fea,  the  Lord  Admiral  ihall  determine  it.  If 
in  a  foreign  kingdom,  the  cognizance  belongerh  to 
the  Conftable,  where  the  jurifdiftion  pertains  to  him. 

(r)  Sir  William,  the  moft  ancient  writer  on  the  Pleas  o{  the 
Crown.  He  was  born  in  Mlddlefex,  Augull  22,  1509,  educared 
in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  ftudied  the  law  at  Gray's  In.-^,  in 
which  he  was  eleaed  autumn  reader  in  1545,  made  Serjeant  in 
1^92,  the  year  following  Queen's  Serjeant,  and.  in  1554,  cne 
of  the  Juflices   of  the  Common  Pleas.     He  died  Aueuft  28. 

And 
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And  thefc  authorities  being  feen  by  Bromley, 
Chancellor,  and  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  they  clearly 
refolved  the  cafe,  as  before  I  have  certified  your  Ma- 
jefty. 

1  humbly  defire  I  may  be  fo  happy,  as  to  kifs  your 
Majefty's  hands,  and  to  my  exceeding  comfort  to 
fee  your  facred  perfon  -,  and  I  fhall  ever  reft 

Your  Majefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeft, 

February  25  [i 6 1  ^]. 

Edw.  Cokb. 
Ta  the  King^s  mojl  Excellent  Majefty, 

To  the  King  (s). 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefty, 

MY  continual  meditations  upon  your  Majefty's 
fervice  and  greatnefs  have,  amongft  other 
things,  produced  this  paper  inclofed,  which  I  moft 
humbly  pray  your  Majefty  to  cxcufe,  being  that, 
which,  in  my  judgement,  I  think  to  be  good  both  de 
vero,  and  ad  populum.  Of  other  things  I  have  written 
to  my  Lord  of  Buckingham.  God  for  ever  preferve 
and  profper  your  Majefty. 

Your  Majefty's  humble  fervant, 

moft  devoted  and  moft  bounden, 
March  23,  x6i6. 

Fr.  Bacon. 


Indorfed, 

My  Lord  Keeper  to  his  Majefty,  with  foine  additional 

inflru^fions  for  Sir  John  Bigby. 

(/)  His  Majefty  had  begun  his  journey  towards  Scotland,  on 
the  14th  of  March,  i6i|.    - 

Additional 
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Additional  Injlr unions  to  Sir  Jon  ^  D  i  c  b  y  (/). 

BESIDES  your  inftruftions  dire6lory  to  the  fub- 
llance  of  the  main  errand,  wc  would  have  you 
in  the  whole  carriage  and  pafTages  of  the  negotia- 
tion, as  well  with  the  King  himfclf,  as  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  and  council  there,  intermix  difcourfe  up- 
on fit  occafions,  that  may.exprefs  ourfelves  to  the 
cfFed  following : 

That  you  doubt  not,  but  that  both  Kings,  for  that 
which  concerns  religion,  will  proceed  fincerely,  both 
being  intire  and  perfedl  in  their  own  belief  and  way. 
But  that  there  are  fo  many  noble  and  excellent  effects, 
which  are  equally  acceptable  to  both  religions,  and 
for  the  good  and  happinefs  of  the  Chriftian  world, 
which  may  arife  of  this  conjundion,  as  the  union  of 
both  Kings  in  actions  of  ilate,  as  may  make  the 
difference  in  religion  as  laid  afide,  and  almofl  for- 
gotten. 

As  firft,  that  it  will  be  a  means  utterly  to  extin- 
guifh  and  extirpate  pirates,  which  are  the  common 
enemies  of  mankind^  and  do  fo  much  infeil  Europe? 
at  this  time. 

Alfo,  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  and  feed  (for  the 
like  adions  heretofore  have  had  lefs  beginnings)  of  a 
holy  war  againft  the  Turk  ;  whereunto  it  leems  the 
events  of  time  do  invite  Chriftian  Kings,  in  refpedt 
of  the  great  corruption  and  relaxation  of  difcipline, 
of  war  in  that  empire  •,  and  much  more  in  refped  of 
the  utter  ruin  and  enervation  of  the  Grand  Signor's. 
navy  and  forces  by  fea-,  which  openeth  a  way  (with 
congregating  vaft  armies  by  land)  to  fuffocate  and 
ftarve  Conflantinople,  and  thereby  to  put  thofe  pro- 
vinces into  mutiny  and  infurredion. 

(f)  AmbafTador  to  the  court  of  Spain. 

Alfo, 
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Alfo,  that  by  the  fame  conjundbion  there  will  be 
ere6led  a  tribunal,  or  praetorian  power,  to  decide  the 
controverfies,  which  may  arife  amongft  the  princes  and 
eftates  of  Chriilendom,  without  effufion  of  Chriftian 
blood  -,  for  fo  much  as  any  eftate  of  Chriftendom  will 
hardly  recede  from  that,  which  the  two  Kings  (hall 
mediate  and  determine. 

Alfo,  that  whereas  there  doth,  as  it  were,  creep 
upon  the  ground  a  difpofition  in  fome  places  to 
make  popular  eftates  and  leagues  to  the  difadvantage 
of  monarchies,  the  conjundlion  of  the  two  Kings 
will  be  able  to  flop  and  impedite  the  growth  of  any 
fuch  evil. 

Thefe  difcourfes  you  fhall  do  well  frequently  to 
treat  upon,  and  therewithal  to  fill  up  the  fpaces  of 
the  adive  part  of  your  negotiation  ;  reprefenting, 
that  it  ftands  well  with  the  greatnefs  and  majefty  of 
the  two  Kings  to  extend  their  cogitations  and  the  in- 
fluence of  their  government,  not  only  to  their  own 
fubje6ts,  but  to  the  ftate  of  the  whole  world  befides, 
ipecially  the  Chriftian  portion  thereof. 

Account  of  Council  Bujinefs. 

FOR  remedy  againft  the  infeftation  of  pirated, 
than  which  there  is  not  a  better  work  under  hea- 
ven, and  therefore  worthy  of  the  great  care  his 
Majefty  hath  exprefied  concerning  the  fame,  this  ia 
done : 

Firft,  Sir  Thomas  Smith  («)  hath  certified  in 
writing,  on  the  behalf  of  the  merchants  of  London, 

that 

(«)  of  Biborough  in  Kent,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Smith,  of 
bftenhanger,  of  that  county,  Efq.  He  had  farmed  the  cuftomj 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  fent,  by  King 
James  I,  AmbaiTador  to  the  court  of  RulTia,  in  March  i6o|; 
from  whence  returning,  he  was  made  governor  of  the  So- 
ciety of    Merchants    trading    to    the   Eall    Indies,    Mufcovy, 

the 
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that  there  will  be  a  contribution  of  20,000  I.  a  year, 
during  tv/o  years  Ipace,  towards  the  charge  of  re- 
prefTing  the  pirates ;  wherein  we  do  both  conceive, 
that  this,  being  as  the  firft  offer,  will  be  increafed. 
And  we  confider  alfo,  that  the  merchants  of  the  Weft, 
who  have  fuftained  in  proportion  far  greater  damage 
than  thole  of  London,  will  come  into  the  circle,  and 
follow  the  example:  and  for  that  purpofe  letters 
are  direded  unto  them. 

Secondly,  for  the  confultation  de  modo  of  the  arm- 
ing and  proceeding  againft  them,  in  refped  that  my 
Lord  Admiral  {w)  cometh  not  yet  abroad,  the  table 
hath  referred  it  to  my  Lord  Treafurer  {>:\  the  Lord 
Carew  (y)^  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {z\ 
who  heretofore  hath  ferved  as  Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
to  confer  with  the  Lord  Admiral,  calling  to  that  con- 
ference Sir  Robert  Manfell,  and  others  expert  in  fea- 
fervice  ;  and  fo  to  make  report  unto  the  board.  At 
which  time  fome  principal  merchants  fhall  likewifc 
attend  for  the  Lords  better"  infoi-m.ation. 

So  that,  when  this  is  done,  his  Majefty  fhall  be  ad- 
vertifed  from  the  table  :  whereupon  his  Majefty  may 
be  plealed  to  take  into  his  royal  confideration,  both 
the  bufmefs  in  itfelf,  and  as  it  may  have  relation  to 
Sir  John  Digby's  embaffage. 

For  fafety  and  caution  againft  tumults  and  difor- 
ders  in  and  near  the  city,  in  refped  of  fome  idle  ^iy- 

the  French  and  Summer  Iflands  ;  and  Treafurer  for  the 
colony  and  company  of  Virginia.  He  built  a  magnificent 
houfe  ?x  Deptford,  which  was  burnt  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1618;  and  in  April,  161 9,  he  was  removed  from  his  employ- 
ments of  Governor  and  Treafurer,  upon  feveral  complaints  of 
irauds  committed  by  him. 

(••a')  Charles  Howard,  Earl  of  Nottingham. 

[x)  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

(y)  George,  Lord  Carew,  who  had  been  prefident  of  Munfcer 
in  Ireland,  and  was  now  Mailer  of  the  Ordnance.  He  wis  created 
Earl  of  Totnefs  by  King  Charles  I,  in  1626.- 

(«)  Sir  Fulk  Grevile. 

ing 
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ing  papers,  that  were  cad  abroad  of  a  May-day,  &:c. 
the  Lords  have  wifely  taken  a  courfe  neither  to  nurfe 
it,  or  nourifti  it^  by  too  much  apprehenfion,  nor 
much  lefs  to  negled  due  provifion  to  make  all  fure. 
And  therefore  order  is  giveii,  that  as  well  the  trained 
bands,  as  the  military  bands,  newly  eredted,  ihall 
be  in  mufter  as  well  weekly,  in  the  mean  time, 
on  every  Thurfday  (which  is  the  day  upon  which 
May-day  falleth)  as  in  the  May-week  itfelf,  the 
Monday,  Tuefday,  Wednefday,  and  Thurfday.  Be- 
fides,  that  the  ftrength  of  the  watch  fhall  that  day  be 
increafed. 

For  the  buildings  in  and  about  London,  order  is 
given  for  four  fele6led  Alderm.en,  and  four  felected 
Juftices,  to  have  the  care  and  charge  thereof  laid 
upon  them  •,  and  they  anfwerable  for  the  obferving 
of  his  Majefty's  proclamation,  and  for  flop  of  all 
farther  building  •,  for  which  purpofes  the  faid  EJItis 
are  warned  to  be  before  the  board,  where  they  fhall 
receive  a  ftrait  charge,  and  be  tied  to  a  continual 
account. 

For  the  Provoft's  Marfhalls,  there  is  already  di- 
re6tion  given  for  the  city  and  the  counties  adjacent-, 
and  it  fhall  be  flrengthened  with  farther  commiflion, 
if  there  be  caufe. 

For  the  proclamation,  that  Lieutenants  (not  being 
counfellors)  Deputy-Lieutenants,  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  and  gentlemen  of  qualit)%  fhould  depart  the 
city,  and  refide  in  their  countries  ;  we  find  the  city 
fo  dead  of  company  of  that  kind  for  the  prefent, 
as  we  account  it  out  of  feafon  to  command  that, 
which  is  already  done.  But  after  men  have  attended 
their  bufmefs  the  two  next  terms,  in  the  end  of  Tri- 
nity term,  according  to  the  cuftom,  when  the  Ju- 
flices  fhall  attend  at  the  Star-Chamber,  I  fhall  give 
a  charge  concerning  the  fame  :  and  that  fhall  be  cor- 
roborated by  a  proclamation,  if  caufe  be. 

I  For 
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For  the  information  given  again (1:  the  Withering;- 
tons,  that  they  inould  counvcnance  and  abet  the 
fpoils  and  diforders  in  the  middle  fnires  ;  we  find  the 
inforiners  to  faulter  and  fail  in  their  accufirion.  Ke- 
vertherlefs,  upon  my  motion,  the  table  hath  or- 
dered, that  the  informiCr  fiiall  attend  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  council,  and  fet  down  articulately  what 
he  can  fpeak,  and  how  he  can  prove  it,  and  againfl 
whom,  eirher  the  Witheringtons  or  others. 

For  the  caufes  of  Ireland,  and  the  late  letters  from 
the  Deputy  (^),  we  have  but  entered  into  them, 
and  l:ave  appointed  Tuefday  for  a  farther  confuita- 
tion  of  the  lame  ;  and  therefore  of  that  fubjcdi:  I  for- 
bear to  write  niore  for  this  prefent. 

Indorfed, 
March  30,    1 61 7.     An  account  cf  council  huf.ikfs, 

'To  the  Loud   Keeper  (^], 

My  honourable  Lord, 

WHEREAS  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  thought 
it  fit  to  difmifs  out  of  the  Chancery  a  caufe 
touching  Henry  Skipwith  to  the  common  lav/,  v/herc 
he  defireth  it  fliould  be  decided  ;  thefe  are  to  in  treat 
your  Lordfhip  {b)  in  the  gentleman's  favpur,  that  if 

[a]  Sir  Oliver  St.  John,  afterwards  Vifcount  Grandiibn. 
(")  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.  ycoS. 

[b]  This  is  the  firft  of  many  letters,  which  the  Marcruls  of 
Buckingham  wrote  to  Lord  Bacon  in  favour  of  perfons,  who  had 
caafes  depending^  in,  or  likely  to  come  into,  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. And  it  15  not  improbable,  that  fuch  recomrr.endarions 
were  confidered  in  that  age  as  lefs  extraordinary  and  irregular, 
than  they  would  appear  new.  The  Marquis  made  the  fame  kind 
of  applications  to  Lord  Eaccn's  fucceffor,  the  Lord  Keeper* 
Williams,  in  whofe  Life,  by  Bifhop  Hacket,  Part  1,  p.  107,  v/c 
are  informed,  that  **  there  was  not  a  caufe  of  mcmerit,'  but,-'  ^s 
*'  foon  as  it  cam.e  to  publication,  one  of  the  parries  brought  letters 
**  from  this  m.ight;^'  Peer,  and  the  Lord  Keeper's  patron.*' 
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the  adverfe  party  fliall  attempt  to  bring  It  now  back 
again  into  your  Lordfl:iip's  court,  you  would  not  re- 
tain it  there,  but  let  it  reft  in  the  place,  where  now 
it  is,  that  without  more  vexation  unto  him  in  port- 
ing him  from  one  to  another,  he  may  have  a  final 
hearing  and  determination  thereof.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  ever  at  command, 

G.  Buckingham. 

My  Lord, 

This  is  a  bufinefs,  wherein  I  fpake  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor  {c)  \  whereupon  he  difmifled  the  fuit. 

Lincoln,  the  4th  of 
April,   1617. 

The  Lord  Keeper  to  his  Niece,  touching  her 
Marriage, 

Good  Niece, 

AMONGST  your  other  virtues,  I  know  there 
wanteth  not  in  you  a  mind  to  hearken  to  the 
advice  of  your  friends.  And  therefore  you  will  give 
me  leave  to  move  you  again  more  ferioufly  than  be- 
fore in  the  match  with  Mr.  Comptroller  (d).  The 
ftate,  wherein  you  now  are,  is  to  be  preferred  before 

(<r)  Ellefmere. 

Cii)  Sir  Thomas  Edmondes,  wlio  had  been  appointed  to  that 
office,  December  21,  1616;  and,  January  19,  i6i|,  was  made 
Treasurer  of  the  Houfliold.  He  had  been  married  to  Mag- 
dalen, one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  John  Wood, 
Knight,  Clerk  of  the  Signet;  which  Lady  died  at  Paris,  Decem- 
ber 31,   1 614. 

The  propofal  for  a  fecond  marriage  between  him  and  the  Lord 
Keeper'*  niece  doe?  not  appear  to  have  had  fuccefs. 

m.arriage. 
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marriage,  or  changed  for  marriage,  not  fimply  the  one  or 
the  otlier,  but  according  as,  by  God's  providence,  the 
offers  of  marriage  are  moi-c  or  kfs  fit  to  be  embraced. 
This  gentlenian   is  religious,    a  perfon  of  honour, 
being  Counlellor  of  State,  a  great  officer,  and  in  very 
good  favour  v/ith  his  Majefty.     He  is  of  years  and 
health  fit  to  be  comfortable  to  you,  and  to  free  you 
of  burdenfome  cares.     He  is  of  good  means,  and  a 
wife  and  provident  man,  and  of  a  loving  and  excel- 
lent good  nature  ;  and,  I  find,  hath  fet  his  affedions 
upon  you  ;  fo  as  I  foi-efee  you  m.ay  fooner  change 
your  mind,  which,  as  you  told  me,  is  not  yet  towards 
marriage,  than   find  fo  happy  a  choice.     I  hear  he 
is  willing  to  vifit  you,  before  his  going  into  France, 
which,  by  the  King's  commandment,  is  to  be  within 
fome  ten  days  :  and  I  could  wifh  you  ufed  him  kindly, 
and  with  refpecl.     His  return  out  of  France  is  in- 
tended before  Michaelmafs.     God  direcl;  you,  and  bi% 
with  you.     I  reil 

Your  very  loving  uncle,  and  afiured  friend, 

Dorfet-hoiife,   this 
28thofApr.i6i7.  Fr.    B  A  C  0  .V.' 


To  the  Lord   Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majeily  with  your  letters, 
who  liked  all  your  proceedings  v/ell,  laving  only 
the  point,  for  which  you  have  fince  made  amends, 
in  obeying  his  pleafare  touching  the  proclamation. 
His  Majeily  would  have  vourLordihip  go  thoroughly 
about  the  bufinefs  of  Ireland,  whereinto  you  are  fo 
well  entered,  efpecialiy  at  this  time,  that  the  Chief 

C)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  tcc6. 

I  2     '  Juflice 
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Jufiiice  (e)  is  come  over,  who  hath  delivered  his  opi- 
nion thereof  to  his  Majefty,  and  hath  underftood 
what  his  Majefty  conceived  of  the  fame  •,  wherewith 
he  will  acquaint  your  Lord/hip,  and  with  his  own  ob- 
fervarion  and  judgement  of  the  bufinefies  of  that 
country. 

I  give  your  Lordfhip  hearty  thanks  for  your  care 
to  facisfy  my  Lady  of  Rutland's  (f)  defire  ■,  and  will 
be  as  careful,  when  I  come  to  York,  of  recomm.end- 
your  fuit  to  the  Bifhop  (g).     So  I  reft 

Your  Lordftiip's  ever  at  command, 

Newark,   the   cth  ^    -rk 

of  April,  1617.  G-  Buckingham. 


7^0  my  very  hcnctirahk  Lord^  Sir  Francis  Bacct^  Knight^ 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England. 


{s)  Sir  John  Denham,  one  of  the  Lords  Juflices  of  Ireland 
in  161 6.  He  was  made  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
in  England,  May  2,  1617.  He  died  January  6,  1638,  in  the 
eif^htieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  firfl,  who  fet  up  cuR-cms 
in  Ireland  (not  but  there  were  laws  for  the  fame  before  ;)  of 
which  the  firft  year's  revenue  amounted  but  to  500  1  ;  but  before 
his  death,  which  was  about  tv/enty-two  years  after,  they  were 
let  for  54,000  1.  per  annum.  Borlaje's  Reduction  cf  Ireland  to  the 
Croxin  of  England,    p.  200.    Fdit.  London,    1675. 

(f)  Frances,  Countefs  of  Rutland,  firft  wife  of  Francis,  Earl 
of  Rutland,  and  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Henry  Knevet,  of 
Charleton  in  Wiltihire,  Knight.  She  had  by  the  Earl  an  only- 
daughter  and  heir,  Catharine,  lirft  married  to  George,  Marquis, 
and  afterwards  Duke,  of  Buckingham  ;  and  fecondly  to  Ran- 
dolph Mac-Donald,  Earl,  and  afterwards  Marquis,  of  Antrim, 
in  Ireland. 

(g)  relating  to  York-houfe. 
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To  the  luOKD  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  SPAKE  at  York  with  the  Archbifhop  (z!?),  touch- 
ing the  houfe,  which  he  hath  wholly  put  into 
your  hands,  to  do  with  it  what  your  Lordfhip  fhall 
be  pleafed. 

I  have  heretofore,  fince  we  were  in  this  journey, 
moved  his  Majefty  for  difpatch  of  my  Lord  Brack- 
ley's  (/)  bufinefs  :  but  becaufe  his  Majeily  never 
having  heard  of  any  precedent  in  the  like  cafe,  was 
ot  opinion,  that  this  would  be  of  ill  confequence  in 
making  that  dignity  as  eafy,  as  the  pulling  out  of  a 
fword  to  m.ake  a  man  a  knight,  and  fo  make  it  of 
^'^^^\^  efteem,  he  was  deurous  to  be  aflured,  fird, 
that  it  was  no  new  courfe,  before  he  w^ould  do  it  in 
that  taihion.  But  fince  he  can  receive  no  aiTurance 
from  your  Lordfhip  of  any  precedent  in  that  kind,  his 
Majeity  intendech  not  fo  to  precipitate  the  bufmefs, 
as  to  expofe  that  dignity  to  cenlure  and  contempt,  in 
omitting  the  foiemnities  required,  and  ufually  belong- 
ing unto  it. 

His  rvlaje%,  though  he  v/ere  a  while  troubled 
with  a  little  pain  in  bxis  back,  which  hindered  his 
hunting,  is  now,  God  be  thanked,  very  well,  and 
as  merry  as  ever  he  was  j  and  we  have  all  held  out 
well. 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006.  (/,)  Dr.Tcbie  Matthew. 

.  (0  who  defired  to  be  created  Earl  in  an  iifual  manner,  by  letters 
patents,  without  the  delivering  of  the  patent  by  the  King's  own 
hand,  or  without  the  ordinary  Iblemnities  of  creation.  He  was 
accordingly  created  Earl  of  Bridgewatcr,  May  zt,   161 7. 

I    q  I  ihewed 
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I  ihewed  his  Majcfty  your  letter,  who  taketh  very 
well  your  care  and  defire  to  hear  of  his  health. 
So  I  commit  you  to  God,  and  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  moil  afiured  friend 

to  do  you  fervice, 

Aukland,thei8th  ^  ..  .  ,, 

of  Apr.  1617.  G.Buckingham. 

Since  the  writing  of  this  letter,.  I  have  had  fome 
farther  fpeech  with  his  Majefty,  touching  my  Lord 
Brackley  -,  and  find,  that  if,  in  your  Lorcilhip's  in- 
formation in  the  courfe,  you  write  any  thing,  that 
may  tend  to  the  furthering  of  the  diipatch  of  it  in 
that  kind,  he  defireth  it  may  be  done. 

To  the  Lord  Keeper(*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  SEND  yourLordihip  the  warrant  for  the  Queen  {k) 
figred  by  his  Majelly,  to  whom  I  have  likewile 
delivered  your  LoidHiip's  letter.  And  touching 
the  matter  of  the  pirates,  his  Majefty  cannot  yet  re- 
folve  -,  but  wdihin  a  day  or  two  your  Lordfhip  fliall 
fee  adifpatch,  which  he  purpofeth  to  fend  to  the 
Lords  of  ]iis  Council  in  general,  what  his  opinion  and 
pleafure  is  in  t!:at  point. 

I  would  not  omit  this  opportunity  to  let  your 
Lordfhip  knows  thac  his  Majelly,  God  be  thanked, 
is  in  very  good  health,  andYo  well  pleafed  with  his 
journey,  that  I  never  faw  him  better,  nor  merrier. 
So  1  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  ever  at  command, 

-From  Newcaftle,  the 

23d  of  Apr.  1617.  G.  Buckingham. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.    VoL  7006. 

(i)  relating  to  her  houfe.     See  the   Lord  Keeper's  letter  of 
April  7,   1617,  printed  in  his  works. 

7^ 
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To  the  Lord  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

T  UNDERSTAND,  that  Sir  Lewis  Trefiiam 
A  hath  a  fuit  depending  in  the  Chancery  before 
your  Lordfliip  ;  and  therefore,  out  of  my  love  and 
refped  toward  him,  I  have  thought  fit  to  recommend 
him  unto  your  favour  fo  flir  only,  as  may  ftand  with 
JLiilice  and  equity,  which  is  all  he  defireth,  having  to 
encounter  a  Itrong  party.  And  becaufe  he  is  fhonly 
to  go  into  Spain  about  fome  other  bufmefs  of  his  own, 
I  farther  defire  your  Lordiliip  to  give  him  what  ex- 
pedition you  can,  that  he  may  receive  no  prejudice 
by  his  journey. 

Your  Lordfhip's  ever  at  command, 

G.  Buckingham. 
Indorfed,  May  6,   1616. 


To  the  Lord  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE,  by  reports,  heard  that,  which  doth 
much  grieve  and  trouble  me,  that  your  Lordiliip 
hath,  through  a  pain  in  one  of  your  legs,  been  forced 
to  keep  your  chamber.  And  being  defirous  to  un- 
derfland  the  true  eftate  of  your  health,  which  reports 
do  not  always  bring,  I  intreat  your  Lordihip  to  fa- 
vour me  with  a  word  or  two  from  yourfelf,  which, 
I  hope,    will   bring  mx  the  comfort  I  defire,   v/ho 

(*)  HarL  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

I  4  cannot 
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cannot  bin  be  very  ienfible  of  whatfoever  happeneth 
to  youi  Lordinip,  as  being 

Your  Lcrdfhip's  mofl  atFedionate 

to  do  you  fervice, 

G.  Buckingham. 

His  Majcdy,  God  be  thanked,  is  very  well,  and 
faiely  returned  from  his  hunting  journey. 

From  Edinburgh,  the 
3d  oF  June,    1617. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  day  I  have  made  even  with  the  bufinefs  of 
the  kingdom  for  common  juftice  \  not  one 
caufe  unheard  •,  the  lawyers  drawn  dry  of  all  the  mo- 
tions they  were  to  make  -,  not  one  petition  unan- 
fwered.  And  this,  I  think,  could  not  be  faid  in  our 
age  before.  This  I  fpeak  not  out  of  oftentation, 
but  out  of  gladnefs,  when  I  have  done  my  duty.  I 
know  men  think  I  cannot  continue,  if  I  fhould  thus 
opprefs  my  fclf  with  buhnefs  :  but  that  account  is 
made.  The  duties  of  life  are  more  than  life  *,  and,  if 
I  die  now,  I  ihall  die  before  the  world  be  weaiy  of 
me,  which  in  our  times  is  fomxwhat  rare.  And  all 
this  while  I  have  been  a  little  unperfedl  in  my  foot. 
But  I  have  taken  pains  more  like  the  bead  with  four 
legs,  than  like  a  man  with  fcarce  two  legs.  Bur  if  it 
be  a  gout,  which  I  do  neither  acknowledge,  nor 
much  difclaim,  it  is  a  good-natured  gout  ^  for  I  have 
no  rage  of  it,  and  it  goeth  avvay  quickly.  I  have 
.hope  it  is  but  an  accident  of  changing  from^  a  field- 
air 
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air  {I)  to  a  Thames-air  [m)  -,  or  rather,  I  think,  it  is 
the  diftance  of  the  King  and  your  Lordfnip  from  me, 
that  doth  congeal  my  hunioi^rs  and  fpirits. 

When  I  had  written  this  letter,  I  received  your 
Lordlhip's  letter  of  the  third  of  this  prefent,  wherein 
your  Lordihip  fheweth  your  follicitous  care  of  my 
health,  which  did  wonderfully  comfort  me.  And 
it  is  true,  that  at  this  prefent  I  am  very  well,  and 
mv  fuppofed  gout  quite  vanillied. 

I  humby  pray  you  to  commend  my  fervice,  infinite 
in  defire,  howlbever  limited  in  ability,  to  his  Majefty, 
to  hear  of  whofe  health  and  good  difpofition  is  to  me 
the  greateft  beatitude,  which  I  can  receive  in  this 
world.  And  I  humbly  befeech  his  Majefly  to  par- 
don me,  that  I  do  not  now  fend  him  my  account  of 
council  bufinefs,  end  other  his  royal  commands,  till 
within  thefe  four  days  •,  becaufe  the  flood  of  bufmefs 
of  juftice  did  hitherto  wholly  polTefs  me  •,  which,  I 
knov/,  v/orketh  this  effe^f,  as  it  contenteth  his  fab- 
jed:s,  and  k'nitteth  their  hearts  more  and  more  to 
his  Majeiiy,  though,  I  muft  confefs,  my  mind  is 
upon  other  matters,  as  his  Majefty  fhall  know,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  at  his  return.  God  ever  blefs 
and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordihip's  true,  and  moil 

devoted  friend  and  fervant, 

Whitehall,  this   Sth 

of  June,  1617.  Fr.  Bacon. 

^0  the  Lord  Keeper  C^). 

My  honourable  Lord, 
OUR  Lordfhip  will  underftand,  by  Sir  Thomas 

Lake's  letter,  his  Majeily's  diredlions  touching 

(I)  Gray's  Tnn. 

{m)  Doriet-houfe,  originally  bel&ncnng  to  the  Bifhcps  of  Salif- 
bury,  afterwards  the  houfc  of  Sir  P.ichard  '^ackville,  and  then  of 
his  fon.  Sir  Thomas,  Earl  of  Dorfet,  and  Lord  Treafurerl 

(*)  Karl.  MSS.  Vol.  70.6,  the 
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the  Surveyor's  Deputy  of  the  Court  of  Wards.  And 
though  I  aflure  myfelf  of  your  Lordfhip's  care  of  the 
bufinefs,  which  his  Majefty  maketh  his  own  ;  yet  my 
refpect  to  Sir  Robert  Naunton  (n)  maketh  me  add 
my  recommendation  thereof  to  your  Lordfhip,  whom 
I  defire  to  give  all  the  furtherance  and  afTifcance  you 
can  to  the  bufinefs,  that  no  prejudice  or  imputation 
may  light  upon  Sir  Robert  Naunton,  through  his 
zealous  affeccion  to  attend  his  Majefly  in  this  journey. 
I  will  not  omit  to  let  you  know,  that  his  Majefty 
is  very  well,  and  receiveth  much  contentment  in  his 
journey.     And  with  this  conclufion,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  afFedionate 

to  do  you  fervice, 

Edinburgh,  the  1 1  th 

of  June,    1617.  G.   BuCKINGHAxM. 

^0  the  Lord  Vif count  Fekton  {0). 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  THANK  your  Lordfliip  for  your  courteous 
letter-,  and,  if  I  were  afked  the  queftion,  I  would 
always  choofe  rather  to  have  a  letter  of  no  news, 
than  a  letter  of  news  ^  for  news  imports  alteration  : 
but  letters  of  kindnefs  and  refped  bring  that,  which, 
though  it  be  no  news  amongft  friends,  is  more  wel- 
come. 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear,  that  this  journey 
of  his  Majefty,  which  I  never  efteemed  more  than  a 

(«)  Surveyor  of  the  Court  of  Wards. 

{0)  Sir  Thomas  Erfkine,  who  for  his  fervice  to  the  King,  in  the 
attempt  of  the  Earl  of  Gowry,  was,  upon  his  Majefty's  accefhon 
to  the  throne  of  England,  mac^e  Captain  of  his  guard  in  the  room 
of  Sir  V/alter  Ralegh.  He  was  after\vards  created  Earl  of 
Kelly. 

long 
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loner  proo-refs,  fave  that  it  had  rcalbn  of  ftate  joined 
with  plcaTure,  doth  fort  to  be  fo  joyful  and  io  com- 
fortable. ^     ,  r        1  •  11  J  r 

For  your  parlian-icnt,  God  fpeed  it  well :  and  tor 
ours  you  know  the  fea  would  be  calm,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  winds :  and  I  hope  the  King,  whenfoever 
that  fhall  be,  will  find  thofe  winds  realonably  well 
laid.  Now  that  the  fun  is  got  up  a  little  higher, 
God  ordains  all  things  to  the  happineis  ot  his  Ma- 
iefty,  and  his  monarchy.  ^ 

My  health,  I  thank  God,  is  goca  •,  and  I  hope 
this  fuppoied  gout  was  but  an  incomer.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  affeaionate 

and  afllired  friend, 

^^Mh--^^  Fr.  Bacon. 

to  the  Lord   Keeper,    written   from   Scotlafid 
Junei^,  i6i8C^;. 

I  WILL  begin  to  fpeak  of  the  bufincfs  of  this 
day  ;  opus  hujus  diei  in  die  fuo,  which  is  of  the  par- 
liament. It  began  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  ended 
this  day,  being  the  28th  of  June.  His  Majefty,  as 
I  perceived  by  relation,  rode  thither  in  great  itate 
the  firft  day.  Thefe  eyes  are  witnefTes,  that  he 
rode  in  an  honoi;rable  fafhion,  as  I  have  fee n  him 
in  England,  this  day.  All  the  Lords  rode  in  Eng- 
lifli  robes;  not  an' Englifb  Lord  on  horfeback, 
thouo-h  all  the  parliament-houfe  at  his  Majefty  s  el- 
bow,^ but  my  Lord  of  Buckingham,  who  waited 
upon  the  King's  ftirrup  in  his  collar,  but  not  in  his 
robes.     His  Majefty  the  firft  day,  by  way  prepara- 

(p)  From  a  copy  in  the  Paper-ofHce. 

^^  tion 
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tion  to  the  flibjedl  of  the  parliament,  made  a  decla- 
ratory ipeech,  wherein  he  txprefTcd  himfelf  what  he 
would  nor  do,  but  what  he  would  do.  The  relation 
is  too  prolix  for  a  ilieet  of  paper-,  and  I  am  promifed 
a  copy  of  it,  which  I  will  bring  myfelf  unto  your 
Lordlhip  with  all  the  fpeed  I  may.  But  I  may  not 
be  fo  referved,  as  not  to  tell  your  Lordihip,  that  in 
that  fpeech  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  do  England 
and  EnglifliTien  much  honour  and  grace  ;  ancTthat 
he  ftudied  nothing  fo  mucn,  fleeping  and  waking, 
as  to  reduce  the  barbarity  (I  have  warrant  to  ufe  the 
King's  own  wordj  of  this  country  unto  the  fweet  ci- 
vility of  ours  ;  adding  farther,  that  if  the  Scottifh 
nation  would  be  as  docible  to  learn  the  goodnefs  of 
England,  as  they  are  teachable  to  limp  after  their  ill, 
he  might  with  facility  prevail  in  his  defire  :  for  they 
had  learned  of  the  Englifh  to  drink  healths,  to  wear 
coaches  and  gay  cioaths,  to  take  tobacco,  and  to 
fpeak  neither  Scottifn  nor  Englifh.  Many  fuch  dif- 
eafes  of  the  times  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  enume- 
rate, not  fit  for  my  pen  to  remember,  and  graciouHy 
to  recognize,  how  much  he  was  beholden  to  the  Eng- 
lifh nation  for  their  love  and  conformity  to  his  defires. 
The  King  did  perfonally  and  infallibly  fit  amongft 
them  of  the  parliam.ent  every  day  •,  fo  that  there  fell 
not  a  word  amongfl  them,  but  his  Majefty  was  of 
council  with  it. 

The  whole  a-Tembly,  after  the  v/onted  manner, 
was  abftracled  into  eight  3ifhops,  eight  Lords,  eight 
Gentlemen,  Knights  of  the  Shires,  and  eight  Lay 
Burgeffes  for  tosvns.  And  this  epitomie  of  the  whole 
parliament  did  m^eet  every  day  in  one  room  to  treat  and 
debate  of  the  great  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  There 
was  exception  taken  againft  fome  of  the  iower-houfe, 
which  were  returned  by  the  country,  being  pointed 
at  as  men  averfe  in  their  appetites  and  humours  to 
the  bufmefs  of  the  parliament,  w^ho  were  depofed 
qf  their  attendance-  by-  the  King's  power  ^  and  others, 
2  ^  ,  better 
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better  affecled,  by  the  King's  election,  placed  in  their 
room. 

Th^  greatefl  and  weightieft  articles,  agitated  in  this 
parliament,  were  fpecially  touching  the  governmenc 
of  the  kirk  and  i:;rkmcn,  and  for  the  abolilhing  of 
hereditary  Sheriu'3  to  an  annual  charge  -,  and  to  enable 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  have  as  well  the  real  execu- 
tion, as  the  title  of  their  places.  For  now  the  She-r 
riff  doth  hold  jura  7'egalia  in  his  circuit  v/ithout 
check  or  controlment  •,  and  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
do  want  the  ftafFof  their  authority.  For  the  church 
and  commonwealth,  his  Majefliy  doth  ftrive  to  fhape 
the  frame  of  this  kino-dom  to  the  method  and  degrees 
of  the  government  or  England,  as  by  reading  ot  the 
leveral  a6ts  it  may  appear.  The  King's  defire  and 
travail  herein,  though  he  did  fuffcr  a  momentary 
oppofition,  (for  his  countrymen  will  fpeak  boldly  to 
him,)  hath  in  part  been  proHtable.  For  though  he 
hath  not  fully  and  com.plementaliy  prevailed  in  all 
things,  yet  he  hath  won  ground  in  mofl:  things,  and 
hath  gained  a6ts  of  parliament  to  authorize  particular 
commiflioners,  to  fet  down  orders  for  the  church  and 
churchmen,  and  to  treat  with  Sheriffs  for  their  offices 
by  way  of  pecuniary  compofition.  But  all  theie 
proceedings  are  to  have  an  infeparable  reference  to 
his  Majefty.  If  any  prove  unreafonably  and  unduti- 
fully  refraclory,  his  Majefly  hath  declared  himfelf, 
that  he  will  proceed  againlt  him  by  the  warrant  of 
the  law,  and  by  the  ftrength  of  his  royal  power. 

His  Majefty's  fpeech  this  day  had  a  necelTary  con- 
nexion v/ith  his  former  difcourfe.  He  v/as  pleafed 
to  declare  what  was  done  and  determined  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  parliament ;  his  reafons  for  ir ;  and  that 
nothing  v/as  gotten  by  fhouldering  or  v^^reftling,  but 
by  debate,  judgement,  and  reafon,  v/ithout  any  in- 
terpoiiiion  of  his  royal  power  in  any  thing.  He 
commanded  the  Lords  in  ilate  of  judicature,  to  give 
life,  by  a  careful  execution,   unto  the  law,  which 

otherwife 
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otherwife  was  but  morluum  cadaver  et  bona  perl- 
tiira. 

Thus  much  touching  the  legal  part  of  my  adver- 
tifement  unto  you.  1  will  give  your  Lordiliip  an 
account  in  two  lines  of  the  complement  of  the  coun- 
try, time,  and  place. 

The  country  affords  more  profit,  and  better  con- 
tentment, than  I  could  ever  promife  myfelf,  by  my 
reading  of  it. 

The  King  was  never  more  chearful  in  body  and 
mind,  never  fo  well  pleafed  :  and  lb  are  the  Engliili 
of  all  conditions. 

The  entertainment  very  honourable,  very  general, 
and  very  full :  every  day  feafts  and  invitations.  I 
know  not  who  paid  for  it.  They  flrivc,  by  direction^ 
to  give  us  all  fair  contentment,  that  we  may  know, 
that  the  country  is  not  fo  contemptibk^,  but  that  it  is 
worth  the  cherilhing. 

The  Lord  Provofl  of  this  town,  v/no  in  Englifh 
is  the  Mayor,  did  feaft  the  King  and  all  the  Lords 
this  week  ;  and  another  day  all  the  gentlemen.  And, 
I  confefs,  it  was  performed  with  ftate,  with  abun- 
dance, and  with  a  general  content. 

There  is  a  general,  and  a  bold  expectation,  that 
Mr.  John  Murray  Ihall  be  created  a  Baron  of  this 
country  •,  and  fome  do  chat,  that  my  Lord  of  Buck- 
ingham's Mr.  Wray  fiiall  be  a  Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber in  his  place. 

There  hath  been  yet  no  creation  of  Lords,  fince  his 
Majefty  did  touch  Scotland  :  but  of  Kniglits  many, 
yet  not  fo  many  as  we  heard  in  England  ^  but  it  is 
thought  all  the  Penfioners  will  be  Knights  to-rnorrow. 
Neither  are  there  any  more  Englifh  Lord:,  fworn  of  the 
privy-council  here,  fave  my  Lord  of  Buckingham. 

The  Earl  of  Southamton,  Montgomery,  and  Hay, 
are  already  gone  for  England. 

I  have  made  good  profit  of  my  journey  hither ; 

for  I  have  gotten  a  tranfcripr  of  the  fpeech,  which 

4  your 
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your  Lordilnp  did  deliver  at  your  firfl  and  happv 
fitting  in  Chancery  -,  which  1  could  not  gain  in  Eng- 
land. It  hath  been  fhewed  to  the  King,  and  received 
due  approbation.  Ihe  God  of  heaven,  all-wife  and 
all  fulficienr,  guard  and  aiTift  your  Lordfnip  in  all 
your  actions  :  for  I  can  read  here  whatfoever  your 
Lordfiiip  doth  acl  there  ;  and  your  courfes  be  fuch, 
as  you  need  not  to  fear  to  give  copies  of  them.  Buc 
the  King's  cars  be  wide  and  long,  and  he  feeth  v/itli 
many  eyes.  All  this  works  for  your  honour  and 
comfort.  I  pray  God  nothing  be  foiled,  heated,  or 
cooled  in  the  carriage.  Envy  fometimes  attends  vir- 
tues, and  not  for  good ;  and  thefe  bore  certain  pro- 
prieties and  circumilances  inherent  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  mind  •,  which  men  may  adm.ire,  I  cannot  ex- 
prefs.  But  I  v/ill  wade  no  farther  herein,  left  I  jfhould 
feem  eloquent.  I  have  been  too  faucy  with  your 
Lordlhip,  and  held  you  too  long  with  my  idlenefs. 
He,  that  takes  time  from  your  Lordfhip,  robs  the 
public.  God  give  your  body  health,  and  your  foul 
heaven. 

My  Lord  of  Pembroke,  my  Lord  of  Arundel,  my 
Lord  Zouch,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Lake,  v/ere  new 
fvvorn  of  the  council  here. 


I'd  ihe   Earl  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IKiVVE  fent  inclofed  a  letter  to  his  Majefty  con- 
cerning the  ftrangers  •,  in  which  bufinefs  I  had 
formerly  written  to  your  Loi*dl]iip  a  joint  letter  with 
fny  Lord  of  Canterbury,  and  my  Lord  Privy-Seal  (^), 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Win  wood. 

Lam,  1  thank  God,  m.uch  relieved  v/ith  mybeln^ 
in  the  country-air,  and  the  order  I  keep  ;  fo  that  of 
late  years  I  have  not  found  my  health  better. 

{^)  Fd-.vaid,  E^rl  of  Worceiler. 

Your 
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Your  Lordfnip  writeth  feldomer  than  you  v/ere. 
wont  •,  but  v/hen  you  are  once  gotten  into  England, 
you  will  be  more  at  leifure.  God  biefs  and  profper 
you. 

Your  Lordflilp's  true  and  devoted 

friend  and  fervant, 

Gorhambury,  July  29, 

i6\j.  Fr.  Baco^\ 


To   the  Lord   Keeper  (^). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter, 
who,  in  this  bufinefs  of  Sir  John  Bennet's  (r),  hath 
altogether  followed  your  Lordfhip's  dire6lion. 

His  Majefty  hath  at  length  been  pleafed  to  difpatch 
Mr.  Lowder  (j),  according  to  your  Lordfhip's  defire, 
for  the  place  in  Ireland.  What  the  caufe  of  the  flay 
was,  I  fhall  impart  to  your  Lordfhip,  when  I  fee  you, 
being  now  too  long  to  relate. 

His  Majefty  hath  not  yet  had  leifure  to  read  the 
little  book  you  fend  me  to  prefent  unto  him ;  but, 
as  foon  as  I  fee  the  fitteft  opportunity,  I  will  offer  it 
to  him  again. 

His  Majefty,  God  be  thanked,  is  very  well  •,  and 
I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  that  you 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

(r)  of  Godftovv  in  Oxfordfnlre,  who  was  fent  to  Bruflels  to 
the  Archduke,  to  expoilulate  with  him  concerning  a  Libel  on  the 
King,  imputed  to  Erycius  Puteanus,  and  intitled,  Ijaaci  Cafau- 
hcni  Corona  Regia. 

,  (i)  He  had  been  Sollicitor  to  the  Q^een  ;  but  finding  her  dif- 
like  of  him,  he  was  willing  to  part  with  his  place  for  that  of 
one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland  ;  for  which  he  was 
recommenJed  by  the  Lord  Keeper  to  the  Earl  of  Buckingham, 
in  ..  letter  dated  at  Whitehall,  May  25,   16 17. 

arc 
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are  of  fo  good  term-proof,  which  is  the  beft  of  it, 
being  you  are  in  thofe  bufineiies  put  moft  to  the  trial, 
which  I  wifh  may  long  continue  in  that  ftrength, 
that  you  may  Hill  do  his  Majefly  and  your  country 
that  good  lervice,  whereof  we  hear  fo  general  ap- 
probation, that  it  m.uch  rejoiceth  me,  who  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  ever  at  comam.and, 

Falkland,  the  5th 
of  July,  i6i;.  G.   BuCKINGHAMi 

'Tg  the  King  {t). 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefty, 

ID  O  very  much  thank  your  Majefty  for  your  letter, 
and  think  myleif  much  honoured  by  it.  For 
though  it  contain  fome  matter  of  dillike,  in  which 
refped  it  hath  grieved  mt  more  than  any  tYtnt^ 
which  hath  fallen  out  in  my  life  :  yet  becaufe  I  know 
reprehenfions  from  the  beft  mafters  to  the  beft  fer^ 
vants  are  neceflary  ;  and  that  no  chafthemicnt  is  plea- 
fant  for  the  time,  but  yet  v;orketh  good  cfte6ls ;  and 
for  that  I  find  intermixed  fome  paflages  of  truft  and 
grace  ;  and  find  alfo  in  myfelf  inwardly  fincerity  of 
intention,  and  conformity  of  will,  howfoever  I  may 
have  erred  ;  I  do  not  a  little  com.fort  myfelf,  refting 
upon  your  Majefty's  accuftomed  favour ;  and  moft 
humbly  defiring,  that  any  one  of  my  particular  no- 
tions may  be  expounded  by  the  conftant  and  diredl 
courfe,  which,  your  Majefty  knoweth,  I  have  ever 
held  in  your  fervice. 

And  becaufe  it  hath  pleafed  your  Majefty,  of  your 
Angular  grace  and  favour,  to  write  fully  and  freely 

(/)  This  letter  appears,  from  the  indorfement  cf  the  King's 
anfv^er  to  it,  to  have  been  written  at  Gorhambury,  July  2^,  l6i;. 
That  printed  with  this  date  in  his  Wcrks,  Ihould  be  Augaft  2, 
1617,  as  I  find  bv  the  oritrinal  draught  of  it. 

K  unto 
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unto  me  •,  it  is  duty  and  decorum  in  me  not  to  write 
fnortly  to  your  Majefty  again,  but  with  fome  length  •, 
not  fo  much  by  way  of  defence  or  anfwer,  which  yet, 
I  know,  vour  Majefty  would  always  gracioufiy  ad- 
mit ;  as  to  fliew,  that  I  have,  as  I  ought,  weighed 
every  word  of  your  Majefty's  letter. 

Firft,  I  do  acknowledge,  that  this  match  of  Sir 
John  Villlers  is  magnum  in  -parvo  in  both  fenfes,  that 
your  Majelly  fpeaketh.  But  your  Majeily  perceiveih 
well,  that  I  took  it  to  be  in  a  farther  degree,  majuS 
inparvo,  in  refped  of  your  fervice.  But  fince  your 
Majefty  biddeth  me  to  confide  upon  your  a6l  of  em- 
pire, I  have  done.  For,  as  the  Scripture  faith,  to 
God  all  things  arepoJfihle\  fo  certainly,  to  wife  Kings 
much  is  poilible.  But  for  that  fecond  fenfe,  that  your 
Majefty  fpeaketh*  of,  magnura  in  fo/rcG^  in  refpecl  of 
the  ftir ;  albeit  it  being  but  a  moft  lav/ful  and  ordi- 
nary thing,  I  moft  humbly  pray  your  Majefty  to 
pardon  mic,  if  I  fignify  to  you,  that  we  here  take 
the  loud,  and  vocal,  and,  as  I  may  call  it,  ftreperous 
carriage  to  have  been  far  more  on  the  other  ftde, 
which  indeed  is  inconvenient,  rather  than  the  thing 
itfelf. 

Nov\^  for  the  manner  of  my  affection  to  my  Lord 
of  Buckingham,  for  whom  1  would  fpend  my  life, 
and  that,  which  is  to  me  more,  the  cares  of  my  life  j 
I  muft  humbly  confefs,  that  it  was  in  this  a  little 
parent-like  (this  being  no  other  term,  than  his  Lord- 
fiiip  hath  heretofore  vouchfafed  to  my  counfels  \)  but 
in  truth  (and  it  pleafe  your  Majefty)  without  any 
grain  of  difefteem  of  his  Lordfhip's  difcretion.  For 
1  know  him  to  be  naturally  a  wile  man,  of  a  found 
andftaidwit,  as  I  ever  faid  unto  your  Majefty.  And 
again,  I  know  he  hath  the  beft  tutor  in  Europe. 
But  yet  I  was  afraid,  that  the  hight  of  his  fortune 
might  make  him  too  fecure  \  and,  as  the  proverb  is, 
a  looksr-on  fometimes  feeth  more  than  a  gamefter. 

For 
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For  the  particular  part  of  a  true  friend,  which 
your  Majefty  witneileth,  thac  the  Earl  hath  lately 
jperformed  towards  me,  in  palliating  fome  errors  of 
mine;  it  is  no  new  tiiing  with  me  to  be  m.ore  and 
more  bound  to  his  Lordfnip  ;  and  I  am  mioft  hum- 
bly to  thank  (wliatfoever  it  was)  both  your  Miijeily 
and  him  ;  knowmg  well,  that  I  may,  and  do  commie 
many  errors,  and  m^ufc  depend  uoon  your  Maiefty's 
gracious  countenance  and  favour  for  them,  and  fli'all 
have  need  of  fuch  a  friend  near  your  Majefty.  For 
I  am  not  fo  ignorant  of  mine  own  cafe,  but  that  I 
know  I  am  come  in  with  as  ftrong  an  Qnwy  of  fome 
particulars,  as  with  the  love  of  the  general. 

For  my  oppofition    to  this  bufincfs,    which,    it 
feemeth,  hath  been  informed  your  Majefty,  I  think 
it  was  meant  (if  it  be  not  a  thing  merclv  feicmed, 
and  without  truth  or  ground)  of  one  of  thefe"  tvs^o 
things  ;  for  I  will  diilemble  nothing  vWth  your  ^  la- 
jefTy.     It  is  true,  that  in  thofe  matters,  which,  by 
your  Majeft^/s  commandm>ent  and  reference,  came 
before  the  table  concerning  Sir  Edward  Coke,  I  was 
fometimes  fharp  (it  may  be  too  m/uch;)  but  it  w^as 
with  end  to  have  your  Majefty's  will  performicd ;  or 
elfe,  when  me  thought  he  v/as  more  peremptory  thaa 
became  him,  in  refpeft  of  the  honour  of  the  table* 
It  is  true  alio,  that  I  difliked  the  riot  or  violence, 
whereof  v/e  of  your  council  gave  your  Majefty  ad- 
vertifement  by  our  joint  letter  :  and  I  diQiked  it  the 
m.ore,  becaufc  he  juftified  it  to  be  law;  which  v/as 
his  old  fong.     But  in  that  act  of  council,  which  was 
made  thereupon,    I  did  not  lee  but  all  my  Eords 
were  as  forv/ard  as  myfelf,  as  a  thing  m.oft  neceilary 
for  preferv^ation  of  your  peace,  which  had  been  fo  care- 
fully and  firmly  kept  in  your  abfence.     And  all  this 
had  a  fair  end,  in  a  reconcilement  made  by  Mr.  At- 
torney ()•),  whereby  both  hufband  and  wife  and  child 

(%)  Sir  Henry  Yelverton, 

K  2  ihi^uld 
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fiiould  have  kept  together.  Which,  if  it  had  conti- 
nued, I  am  perfuaded  the  match  had  been  in  better 
and  fairer  forwardnefs,  than  now  it  is. 

Now  for  the  times  of  things,  I  befeech  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  underiland  that,  which  my  Lord  of  Bucking- 
ham will  witnefs  with  me,  that  I  never  had  any 
word  of  letter  from  his  Lordfhip  of  the  bufmefs,  till 
I  wrote  my  letter  of  advice  •,  nor  again,  after  my 
letter  of  advice,  till  five  weeks  after,  which  was  now 
within  this  fennight.  So  that  although  I  did  in 
truth  prefume,  that  the  Earl  would  do  nothing  with- 
out your  Majefty's  privity  •,  yet  I  was  in  fome  doubt, 
by  this  his  filence  of  his  own  mind,  that  he  was  not 
earneft  in  it,  but  only  was  content  to  embrace  the 
OMicious  offers  and  endeavours  of  others. 

But,  to  conclude  this  point,  after  I  had  received, 
by  a  former  letter  of  his  Lordfliip,  knowledge  of  his 
mind,  I  think  Sir  Edward  Coke  himfelf,  the  lad 
time  he  was  before  the  Lords,  might  particularly 
perceive  an  alteration  in  my  carriage.  And  now  that 
your  Maieilv  hath  been  pleafed  to  open  yourfelf  to 
me,  I  fliall  be  willing  to  further  the  match  by  any 
thing,  that  ihall  be  defired  of  me,  or  that  is  in  my 
power. 

And  whereas  your  Majefty  conceiveth  fome  dregs 
of  fpleen  in  me  by  the  word  Mr,  Bacon  -,  truly  it  w^as 
but  to  exprefs  in  thankfulnefs  the  comparative  of 
my  fortune  unto  your  Majefty  ;  the  author  of  the 
latter,  to  ihew  how  little  I  needed  to  fear,  while  I 
had  your  favour.  For,  I  thank  God,  I  was  never 
vindicative  nor  implacable. 

As  for  my  opinion  of  prejudice  to  your  Majefty's 
fervice,  as  I  touched  it  before,  I  have  done  •,  I  do 
humbly  acquiefce  in  your  Majeily's  fatisfa6lion,  and 
rc"5y  upon  your  Majeily's  judgement,  who  unto 
judgement  have  alio  power,  fo  to  mingle  the  elements, 
as  may  conferve  the  fabric. 

For 
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For  the  intcrefl,  which  I  have  in  the  mother,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  it  was  increaled  by  this,  that  1  in 
judgement,  as  1  then  flood,  affeCled  that,  which  flic 
did  in  pafTion.  But  I  think  the  chief  obligation  was, 
that  I  ftood  fo  firmly  to  her  in  the  matter  of  her 
afTurance,  wherein  I  fuppofed  I  did  your  Majetly 
fervice,  and  mentioned  it  in  a  memorial  of  councii- 
bufmefs,  as  half  craving  thanks  for  it.  And  lure  I 
am  now,  that,  and  the  like,  hath  made  Sir  Edv/ard 
Coke  a  convert,  as  I  did  write  to  your  Majefty  in 
my  lafl. 

For  the  collation  of  the  two  fpirits,  I  fhall  eafily 
fubfcribe  to  your  Majefty's  anfwer  ;  for  Solom.on 
were  no  true  man,  if  in  matter  of  malice  the  woman 
ihould  not  be  the  fuperior. 

To  conclude,  1  have  gone  through,  with  the 
plainnefs  of  truth,  the  parts  of  your  Majefty's  letter  -, 
very  humbly  craving  pardon  for  troubling  your 
Majefty  fo  long  •,  and  moft  humbly  praying  your 
Majelly  to  maintain  me  in  your  grace  and  favour, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  my  life  upon  the  root  of  a  good 
confcience.  And  although  time  in  this  bufinefs 
have  caft  me  upon  a  particular,  which,  I  confefs, 
may  have  probable  fliew  of  pafiion  or  intereft;  yet 
God  is  my  witnefs,  that  the  thing,  that  rnoft  moved 
me,  was  an  anxious  and  follicitous  care  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's ftate  and  fervice,  out  of  confideration  of  the 
time  paft  and  prefent. 

God  ever  preferve  and  blefs  your  Majefty,  and  fend 
you  a  joyful  return  after  your  profperous  journey. 

The  Km  G  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  in  anfwer 
to  his  Lordpip's  Letter  from  Gorhambury  of  July  25^ 
1617. 

JAMES  R. 

RIGHT  trufty  and  well-beloved  Counfcllor,  v/e 
greet  vou  well. 
-        '  K  3  Al- 
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Althcuoh  our  approach  doth  now  begin  to  he 
near  Lo..don,  and  that  there  doth  not  appear  any 
great  necefllty  of  anfvvenng  your  laft  letter,  fince 
v/e  are  fo  fhortly  to  be  at  home  •,  yet  we  have 
thought  good  to  make  ionie  obiervaticns  to  you 
upon  the  ianie,  that  you  may  not  err,  by  miitaking 


our  meaning. 


The  fir-ft  obfervation  v/e  are  to  make  is,  that,whereas 
ycu  would  invert  the  iecond  i'tnle,  wherein  we  took 
your  magnum  in  -par^jo,  in  accounting  it  to  be  made 
magmtm  by  their  fcreperous  carnage,  that  were  for 
the  match,  we  cannot  but  iv.tw>j  you  your  miilaking 
therein.  For  every  wrong  muft  be  judged  by  the 
lirll  violent  and  wrongous  ground,  whereupon  it 
proceeds.  And  was  not  the  thefteous  Healing  away 
of  the  daughter  from  her  own  father  (ji)  the  firil  ground, 
whereupon  all  this  great  noife  hadi  fmce  proceeded  ? 
For  the  ground  of  her  getting  again  came  upon  a 
lawful  and  ordinary  warrant,  fubfcribed  by  one  of  our 
council  (w),  for  redirefs  of  the  former  violence :  and 

except 

{u^.  Lady  Hattoa  had  firil:  removed  ]:er  daughter  to  Sir  Ed- 
mund V.'ithi pole's  houfe,  near  Oatlands,  without  the  knowledge 
ci  Sir  Edward  Coke ;  and  irom  thence,  according  to  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  dated  July  19,  1617,  the  young  lady  was  privately 
conveyed  to  a  houfe  of  the  Lord  of  Argyle's  by  Kampton-Court. 
**  Whence,  a^.^^'s  Mr.  ChamberlaLt,  her  father,  with  a  warrant 
**  from  Mr.  Secretary  [Winwood]  fetched  her  ;  but  indeed  went 
**  farther  than  his  warrant,  and  brake  open  divers  doors  before 
*'  he  pother." 

o 

(-l)  Secret::ry  Winv.ooo,  who,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain  obferves 
in  the  letter  cited  in  the  note  aboi'e,  was  treated  with  ill  lan- 
guage at  the  council-board  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  threatened 
with  2i  pra-miii:ire^  on  account  of  hii  v/arrant  granted  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke.  Elis  Lordrnip,  at  the  fame  time,  told  the  Lady 
Compton,  mother  of  the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  that  they  wifned 
Wi-11  to  her  and  her  fens,  and  w(ju1.1  be  ready  to  ferve  the  Earl 
with  all  true  affcdion  ;  whereas  others  did  it  out  o^  fatikn  and 
iimbition.  Vyiiich  v.orJs  glancinGj  direftly  at  Secretary  Winwcod, 
he  allcdged,  that  what  he  had  done  was  by  the  dircdion  of  the 
Qneen  and  the  other  parties,  and  fhewed  a  letter  of  approbation 
of  all  his  courfcs  from  the  Kiiig,  making  the  whole  table  judge 

what 
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except  the  father  of  a  child  might  be  proved  to  be 
either  lunatic,  or  idiot,  we  never  read  in  any  law, 
that  either  it  could  be  lawful  for  any  creature  to  fical 
his  child  from  him  •,  or  that  it  was  a  matter  of  noife 
and  ilreperous  carriage  for  him  to  hunt  for  the  reco- 
very of  his  child  again. 

Our  next  obfervation  is,  that  whereas  you  proteft 
your  atfeclion  to  Buckingham,  and  thereafter  confcfs, 
that  it  is  in  fome  fort  parent-like-,  yet,  after  that  you 
have  praifed  his  natural  parts,  we  will  not  lay,  that 
you  throw  all  down  by  a  direft  imputation  upon  him  •, 
but  we  are  fare  you  do  not  deny  to  have  had  a  greater 
jealoufy  of  his  difcretion,  than,  fo  far  as  we  conceive, 
lie  ever  deferved  at  your  or  any  man's  hands.  For 
vou  fay,  that  you  vv'ere  afraid,  that  the  hight  of  his 
fortune  might  m.ake  him  too  fecure  •,  and  fo,  as 
a  looker-on,  you  might  fometime  fee  more  than  a 
cramefler.  Now  v/e  know  not  how  to  interpret  tlhs 
fn  plain  Engliih  otherwife,  than  that  you  were  afraid, 
that  the  hight  of  his  fortune  might  make  him  mif- 
knov/  himfelf.  And  furely,  if  that  be  your  parent^ 
like  affection  toward  him,  he  hath  no  obligation  to 
you  for  it.  And,  for  our  part,  befides  our  own 
proof,  that  we  find  him  fartheft  from  that  vice  of 
any  courtier,  that  ever  we  had  fo  near  about  us  \  \o 
do  we  fear,  that  you  Ihali  prove  the  only  phenix  in 
that  jealoufy  of  all  the  kingdom.  For  we  v/ould  be 
very  forry,  that  the  v/orld  lliould  apprehend  that 
conceit  of  him.  But  we  cannot  conceal,  that  we 
think  it  was  leaft  your  part  of  any  to  enter  into  that 

wlvat  faaicn  or  ambition  appeared  in  his  carriage  :  to  which  no 
anfwer  was  returned.  The  Queen,  fome  time  after,  taking  notice 
of  die  dif^uft,  which  the  Lord  Keeper  had  conceived  againft  Se- 
cretary Vv^inwood,  and  alking  his  Lordfliip,  \yhat  occafion  the  Se- 
cretary had  given  him  to  oppofe  himfelf  fo  violently  againft  him, 
his  Lordfliip  anfwered,  "  Madam,  I  can  fay  no  more  but  he  is 
«'  proud,  and  1  am  proud."  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Odober  II,  1717, 

K  4  jealoufy- 
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jealoufy  of  him,   v/hom  of  v/e  have  hca^d  you  oft 
fpeak  in  a  contrar}^  llyle.     And  as  for  thac  error  of 
yours,  which  he  lately  palliated,  whereof  you  feem 
to  pretend  ignorance  j  the  time  is  fo  fhort  lince  you 
commended  to  him  one  (x)  to  be  of  the  Barons  of 
our  Exchequer  in  .  *eland,  as  we  cannot  think  you 
to  be  fo  iliort  of  memory,  as  to  have  forgotten  how 
far  you  undertook  in  that  bufmefs,  before  acquainting 
us  wnth  itj  v-hat  a  long  journey  you  made  the  poor 
man  undertake,  together  with  the  flight  recommend-  : 
ation  you  fenc  or  him-,  which  iiavc  us  to  thofe  ftraits, 
that  both  the  poo-    'nan  had  been  undone,  anU  your 
credit  a  iittled  blafled,  if  Buckingham  had  not,  by  his 
impoitunity,  made  u^  both  grant  you  more  than  fuic 
(for  you  had  ahxady  acted  a  part  of  it,)  and  hkewife 
run  a  hazard  of  the  hindrance  of  our  own  fervice,  hj 
preferring  a  perfon  to  fo  important  a  place,  whom 
you  fo  (lightly  recommended. 

Our  third  obfervation  is  upon  the  point  of  your 
oppofition  to  this  bufinefs,  wherein  you  either  do, 
or  at  lead  would  feem  to,  miftake  us  a  little.     For 
iirft,  whereas  you  excufe  yourfelf  of  the  oppofitions 
you  made  againfl  Sir  Edward  Coke  at  the  council- 
table,  both  for  that,  and  other  caufes ;  we  never  took 
upon  us  fuch  a  patrociny  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  if 
he  were  a  man  not  to  be  meddled  withall  in  any  cafe. 
For  whatfoever  you  did  againfl:  him,  by  our  employ- 
ment and  commendation,  we  ever  allowed  it,  and 
llill  do,   for  good  fervice  on  your  part.     Be  bonis 
operibus  non  lapidamus  vcs.     But  whereas  you  talk  of 
the  riot  and  violence  committed  by  him,  we  wonder 
you  make  no  mention  of  the  riot  and  violence  of 
them,  that  dole  aw^y  his  daughter,  which  was  the 
firft  ground  of  all  that  noife,  as  we  faid  before.     For 
a  man  may  be  compelled  by  manifeft  wrong  beyond 

(at)  Mr  Lowder.     See  the  letter  cf  the  Earl  of  Buckingham  of 
the  5thof  Juiy. 

his 


Lord  Chancellor  BACON,  137* 

his  patience  •,  and  the  firfl:  breach  of  that  quietnefs, 
v/hich  hath  ever  been  kept  fince  the  beginning  of 
our  journey,  was  made  by  them,  that  committed 
the  theft.  And  h^:  your  laying  the  burden. of  your 
opp'Jiicion  upon  the  council,  we  meddle  not  with  chat 
queftion  -,  but  th-  oppofition,  v/hich  we  juftly  find 
fault  with  you,  was  the  refufal  to  fign  a  warrant  for 
the  father  to  the  recovery  of  his  child,  clad  with 
thofe  circumftances  as  is  reported)  of  your  flio-ht 
carriage  to  Buckingham's  mother,  when  flie  repaired 
to  you  upon  fo  reafonable  an  errand.  What  farther 
oppoation  you  made  in  that  bufin-fs,  we  leave  it  to 
the  due  trial  in  the  own  time.  But  whereas  you 
would  difling'.nih  of  times,  pretending  ignorance  ei- 
ther of  our  meaning  or  ais,  when  you  made  your  op- 
pofition i  that  would  have  ferved  for  a  reafonable  ex- 
cufe  not  to  have  furthered  fuch  a  bufinefs,  till  you 
had  been  firfl  employed  in  it :  but  that  can  ferve  for 
no  excufe  of  croffing  any  thing,  that  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned one,  whom  you  profels  fuch  friendihip  unto. 
We  will  not  fpeak  ot  obhgation  •,  for  furely  we  think, 
even  in  good  iiianners,  you  had  reafon  not  to  have 
croiled  any  thing,  wherein  you  had  heard  his  name 
ufed,  till  you  had  heard  from  him.  For  if  you  had 
wiUingly  given  your  confent  and  hand  to  the  reco-. 
very  of  the  young  gendewoman  •,  and  then  written 
both  to  us  and  to  him  what  inconvenience  appeared 
to  you  to  be  in  fuch  a  match  ;  that  had  been  the  part 
indeed  of  a  true  fervant  to  us,  and  a  true  friend  to 
him.  But  firft  to  make  an  oppofition ;  and  then  to 
give  advice  by  way  of  friendihip,  is  to  make  the 
plov/  go  before  the  horfe. 

Thus  leaving  all  the  particulars  of  your  carriage, 
in  this  bufinefs,  to  the  own  proper  time,  which  is 
ever  the  difcoverer  of  truth,  v/e  commend  you  to 
God.  Given  under  our  iignet  at  Nan:wich,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  our  reign  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 
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I 


To  thi  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lcrd, 

HAVE  received  your  Lordfhip's  letter  by  your 
_  man  •,  but  having  ib  lately  imparted  my  mind  to 
you  in  my  former  letters,  I  refer  your  Lordfhip  ta 
thofe  letters,  v/ithout  making  a  needlefs  repetition^ 
and  reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  at  command, 

AH-iton,    the'25tK 
of  Aug.  1617.  G.  Buckingham. 

To  my  honourahle  Lord^  Sir  F^'ancis  Bacon^  Knight^ 
Lcrd  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Eyigland, 


JiSTf  Henry  Ye  LVERTON,  Attorney  Genera!^  to  th^ 

L  O  R  D     K  E  E  P  E  R    B  A  C  O  N. 


I 


My  moft  v/orthy  and  honourable  Lord, 

DARE  not  think  my  journey  loft,  becaufe  I  have 
_  with  joy  feen  the  lace  of  my  mafter,  the  King, 
thoucrh  more  clouded  towards  me  than  I  looked  for. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  hath  not  forborne,  by  any  engine, 
to  heave  at  your  Elonour,  and  at  myfelf ;  and  he 
works  by  the  weighrieft  inftrument,  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham,  who,  as  I  fee,  fets  him  as  clofe  to  him 
as  his  ft^irt,  the  Earl  fpeaking  in  Sir  Edward's  praife, 
and,  as  it  w^re,  menacing  in  his  fpirit. 

My  Lord,  I  emboldened  mr/felf  ro  aftay  the  temper 
of  m.y  Lord  of  Buckingham  to  my  elf,  and  found  it 
very  fervent,  milled  by  information,  which  yet  I  find 
he  embraced  as  truth,  and  did  nobly  and  plainly  tell 
me,  he  would  not  fecretly  bite  •,  but  whofoever  had 
had  ^ny  intercft,  or  tafted  Q>i  the  oppofiticn  to  his 

brother's 
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brother's  marriage,  he  would  as  openly  oppofe  them 
to  their  faces,  and  they  ihould  diicern  what  favour 
he  had,  by  the  power  he  would  ufe. 

In  the  pallage  between  him  and  me,  I  flood  with 
much  confidence  upon  thefe  grounds  :         ^  - 

Firft,  that  neither  your  Lordfnip,  nor  myfelf,  had 
4ny  way  oppofed,  bur  many  ways  had  furthered,  the 
fair  paflage  to  the  marriage. 

Secondly,  that  we  only  wilhed  the  manner  of  Sir 
Edward's  proceedings  to  have  been  more  temperate, 
and  more  nearly  refembling  the  Earl's  fweet  difpo- 
fition. 

Thirdly,  that  the  chiefeft  check  in  this  bufinefs 
was  Sir  Edward  himfelf,  who  liftened  to  no  advice, 
who  was  fo  tranfported  with  pafilon,  as  he  purpofely 
dechned  the  even  v/ay,  which  your  Lordfliip  and  the 
reft  of  the  Lords  left  both  him,  his  Lady,  and  his 
daughter,  in. 

Fourthly,  I  v/as  bold  to  ftand  upon  my  ground ; 
and  io  I  laid  I  knew  your  Lordi]:ip  would,  that  thefe 
were  fianders,  which  were  brought  liim  of  us  both  s 
and  that  it  ftood  not  with  his  honour  to  give  credit  to 
them. 

After  I  had  paiTed  thefe  ftraits  v.'ith  the  Earl,  leav- 
ing him  leaning  ftill  to  the  nrfl  relation  of  envious 
and  odious  adverfaries,  I  adventured  to  approach  his 
Majefry,  who  gracioully  gave  me  his  hand  to  kifs, 
bur  intermixed  witliallj'  that  I  deferved  not  that  fa- 
vour, if  three  or  four  things  were  true,  which  he 
had  to  object  againft  me.  I  was  bold  to  crave  his 
princely  j uftice  ;  firft,  to  hear,  then  to  judge;  which 
he  gracioully  granted,  and  faid,  he  wiftied  I  could 
clear  myfelf.  I  anfwered,  I  would  not  appeal  to  his 
mercy  in  any  of  the  points,  but  would  endure  the 
kvereft  ceniure,  if  any  of  them  were  true.  Where- 
upon he  iaid,  he  would  referve  his  judgement  till  he 
heard  m.e  ;  v/hich  could  not  be  then,  his  other  occa- 
fions  preiied  him  fo  much.     All  this  was  in  the  hear- 


ing 
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ing  of  the  Earl  -,  and  I  proteft,  I  think  the  confidence 
in  my  innocency  made  me  depart  half  juftified  ;  for 
I  likewife  kiffed  his  Majefly's  hand  at  his  departure  i 
and  though  out  cf  his  grace  he  commanded  my  at- 
tendance to  Warvvick,  yet  upon  my  fuit  he  eafily 
inclined  to  g-ive  me  the  choice,  to  wait  on  him  at 
Windfor,  or  at  London. 

Now,  my  Lord,  give  me  leave,  out  of  all  my 
afFe6lions,  that  fnall  ever  ferve  you,  to  intimate 
touching  yourfelf: 

1.  That  every  courtier  is  acquainted,  that  the 
Earl  profefTe th  openly  againft  you,  as  forgetful  of  his 
kindnefs,  and  unfaithful  to  him  in  your  love,  and  in 
your  adtions. 

2.  That  he  returneth  the  fliame  upon  himfelf,  in 
not  liflening  to  counfel,  that  dilTuaded  his  affecricn 
from  you,  and  not  to  m.ount  you  fo  high,  not  for- 
bearing in  open  fpeech  (as  divers  have  told  me,  and 
this  bearer,  your  gentleman,  hath  heard  alio)  to  tax 
you,  as  if  it  were  an  inveterate  cuftom  with  you,  to 
be  unfaithful  to  him,  as  you  were  to  the  Earls  of 
EiTex  and  Somerfet. 

3.  That  it  is  too  common  in  every  man's  mouth 
in  court,  that  your  greatnefs  fliall  be  abated  •,  and  as 
your  tongue  hath  been  as  a  razor  to  fome,  fo  fliall 
theirs  be  to  you. 

4.  That  there  is  laid  up  for  you,  to  make  your 
burden  the  more  grievous,  many  petitions  to  his 
♦Majefty  again (1:  you. 

My  Lord,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  if  he  were  already 
upon  his  wings,  triumphs  exceedingly  •,  hath  much 
private  conference  with  his  Majefty  •,  and  in  public 
doth  offer  himfelf,  and  thruft  upon  the  King,  with 
as  great  boldnefs  of  fpeech,  as  heretofoi*e. 

It  is  thought,  and  much  feared,  that  at  Wood  (lock 
he  will  again  be  recalled  to  the  council-table  •,  for 
neither  are  the  Earl's  ears,  nor  his  thoughts,  ever  off 
him. 

Sir 
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Sir  Edward  Coke,  with  much  audacity,  affirmeth 
his  daughter  to.be  moil  deeply  in  love  with  Sir  John 
Villiers  j  that  the  contradt  pretended  with  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  is  counterfeit  •,  and  the  letter  alfo,  that  i$ 
pretended  to  come  from  the  Earl. 

My  noble  Lord,  if  I  were  worthy,  being  the 
meaneft  of  all  to  interpofe  my  weaknefs,  I  would 
humbly  defire, 

1.  I'hat  your  Lordfliip  fail  not  to  be  with  his 
Majefty  at  Woodftock.  The  fight  of  you  will  fright 
fome. 

2.  That  you  fmgle  not  yourfelf  from  the  other 
Lords;  but  juftify  the  proceedings  as  all  your  joint 
acls  ;  and  I  little  fear  but  you  pais  conqueror. 

3.  That  you  retort  the  clamour  and  noife  in  this 
bufmefs  upon  Sir  Edward  Coke,  by  the  violence  of 
his  carriage. 

4.  That  you  feem  net  difmayed,  but  open  your- 
felf bravely  and  confidently,  wherein  you  can  excel 
all  fubjedls  ;  by  v/hich  means  I  knov/  you  Ihall  amaze 
fomic,  and  daunt  others. 

I  have  abufed  your  Lordfhip's  patience  long  •,  but 
my  duty  and  affedlion  towards  your  Lordfhip  ihall 
have  no  end:  but  I  will  ftill  wilh  your  Honour 
greater,  and  reft  myfelf 

Your  Honour's  fervant, 

Daintrv,  Sept.  3, 

1617.  Henry  Yelverton. 

I  befeech  your  Lordihip  burn  this  letter. 

I'd  the  Right  Honourable  his  fingular  good  LordJIjip^ 
the  Lord  Keeper  cf  the  Great  Seal. 

To  the  1^0 KD   Keeper. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  received  fo  many  letters  lately  from  your 
Lordihip,  that  I  cannot  anfwer  them  feverally: 
but  the  ground  of  them  all  being  only  this,  that  your 

Lordfhip 
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Lordiliip  feareth  I  am  fo  incenfed  againft  you,  that 
I  will  hearken  to  every  information,  that  is  made 
utito  me  •,  this  one  letter  may  v/eli  make  anfwer  unto 
them  ail.  As  his  Majeily  is  not  apt  to  give  ear  to 
any  idle  report  againft  men  of  your  place  •,  fo,  for. 
myfelf,  I  will  anfwer,  that  it  is  far  from  my  difpofi- 
tion  to  take  any  advantage  in  that  kind.  And  for 
your  Lordihip's  un]<ind  dealing  with  me  in  this 
matter  of  my  brother's,  time  will  try  ail.  His  Ma-- 
jeily  hath  given  me  commandment  to  make  this  an- 
fwer in  his  name  to  your  letter  to  him,  that  he 
needeth  not  to  make  any  other  anfwer  to  you,  than 
that,  which  in  that  letter  you  make  to  yourfelf^ 
that  you  know  his  Majeily  to  be  fo  judicious,  that 
whatibever  he  heareth,  he  will  keep  one  ear  open  to 
you.  Which  being  indeed  his  own  princely  diipoR- 
tion,  you  may  be  allured  of  his  gracious  favour  in 
that  kind. 

I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordfliip  with  any  longer 
difcourfe  at  this  time,  being  to  meet  you  {o  fnortly, 
where  will  be  better  trial  of  all,  that  hath  palled, 
than  can  be  made  by  letters.     So  I  reft 

Your  Lordlliip's  at  command, 

Warwick,    Sept.  5 

[161 7].  ,  G.  Buckingham. 

^0  the  Right  Honour ahk  Sir  Francis  Bacon ^  Knight^ 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England. 


Ad-vice  to  the  KiuCyfor  reviving  the  coramifficn  of  fiiits. 

THAT,  which  for  the  prefent  I  would  have 
fpoken  with  his  Majeily  about,  was  a  matter, 
wherein  time  may  be  precious,  being  upon  the  ten- 
dered point  of  all  others.     For  though  the  particular 

occafion 
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occafion  may  be  derpifed  (and  yet  nathing  ought  to 
be  d.iplfcd  in  this  kiiidj  yet  the  counfei  thereupon 
I  conceive  to  be-  moit  found  and  necelLry,  to  avoid 
future  perils. 

Th-re   is  an  examination  taken  v/ithin  thefe  few- 
days  by  Mr.  Attorney,  concerning  one  Baynton,  or 
Baynham  (for  his  na'ne  is  not  yet  certain,)  attefted 
by  two  witnciTcs,  that  the  laid  Baynton,  without  any 
apparent  inew  of  being  overcome  with  drink,  other- 
wiie  than  10  as  rtiight  make  him  lefs  wary  to  keep 
fecrets,  faid,  that  he  had  been  lately  with  the  King, 
to  petition  him  for  rew^ard  of  fervice  ;  which  was 
denied  him.     Whereupon  it  was  twice  in  his  mind 
to  have  killed  his  Majefty.     The  man  is  not  yet  ap- 
prehended,   and  faid  by  fome  to  be  mad,  or  half- 
mad  ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  the  lefs  dange- 
rous ;  for  fuch  men  commonly  do  mod   mifchief  •, 
and  the  manner  Of  his  fpeaking  imported  no  diftrac- 
tion.    But  the  counfel  I  would  out  of  my  care  ground 
hereupon,  is,  that  his  Majefty  would  revive  the  com- 
miifuon  for  fuits,  which  hath  been  nov^  for  thefe  three 
years,  or  more,  laid  down.     For  it  may  prevent  any 
the  like  wicked  cogitations,  which  the  devil  may 
put  into  the  miind  of  a  roarer  or  fwaggerer  upon  a 
denial :    and  befides,    it  \vill  free  his  Majefty  from 
much  importunity,  and  fave  his  coffers  alfo.     For 
I  am  fure,  v/hen   I  was  a  commifTioner,    in   three 
whole  years  fpace  there  paifjd  fcarce  ten  fuits,  that 
were  allowed.     And  I  doubt  now,  upon  his  Majefty's 
coming  home  from  this  journey,  he  will  be  much 
troubled  with  petitions  and  fuits ;  which  maketh  me 
think  this  remedy  ir.ore  feafonable.     It  is  not  meant, 
that  fuits   generally  ftiould  pafs  that  way,  but  only 
fuch  fuits,  as  his  Majefty  would  be  rid  on. 

Indorfed, 

September  21,   1617. 
To  revive  the  CQniymJJion  of  fuits.     For  the  King. 

"the 
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The  Earl  ^/Bucking  kaivi  to  the  Lo rd  Ke  e  pe  r, 
Sir  Francis  Bacon  {z). 

My  Lord, 

1HAVE  made  his  Majefly  acquainted  with  your 
note  concerning  that  'wicked  fellow's  fpeecJies, 
which  his  Majefly  contemneth,  as  is  ulual  to  his 
great  fpirit  in  thefe  cafes.  But,  notwithftanding,  his 
Majefty  is  pleafed,  that  it  flrall  be  exa6tly  tried,  whe- 
ther this  foul-mouthed  fellow  was  taken  either  with 
drunkennefs  or  madnefs,  when  he  fpake  it.  And  as 
for  your  Lordfhip's  advice  for  fetting  up  again  the 
commiflioners  for  fuits,  his  Majefty  faith,  there  will 
be  time  enough  for  thinking  upon  that,  at  his  coming 
to  Hampton-Court. 

But  his  Majefty's  diredion,  in  anfwer  of  your  letter, 
hath  given  me  occafion  to  join  hereunto  a  diicovery 
upon  the  difcourfe  you  had  with  me  this  day  (a). 
For  I  do  freely  confefs,  that  your  offer  of  fubmifTion 
unto  me,  and  in  writing,  if  fo  I  would  have  it, 
battered  fo  the  unkindnefs,  that  I  had  conceived  in 
my  heart  for  your  behaviour  towards  me  in  my  ab- 
fence,  as  out  of  the  fparks  of  my  old  affedion  towards 
you,  I  went  to  found  his  Majefty's  intention  towards 
you,  fpecially  in  any  public  meeting  -,  where  I  found, 
on  the  one  part,  his  Majefty  fo  little  fatisfied  with  your 
late  anfwer  unto  him,  which  he  counted  (for  I  pro- 
teft  I  ufe  his  own  terms)  confiifed  and  childifto,  and 
his  rigorous  refolution,  on  the  other  part,  fo  fixed, 
that  he  would  put  fome  public  exemplary  mark  upon 
you  \  as  I  proteft  the  fight  of  his  deep-conceived  in- 

{z)  This  feems  to  be  the  letter,  to  which  the  Lord  Keeper  re- 
turned an  anlwer,  September  22,  16 17,  printed  in  his  works. 

{a)  at  Windlor,  according  to  Sir  Antony  Weidon,  who  may 
perhaps  be  believed  in  fach  a  circumihnce  as  this.  See  Court 
and  Cijar.Scer  of  King  Jamss  I,  p.  122. 

dignation 
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dignatlon  quenched  my  pafiion,  making  me  upon 
the  inflant  change  from  the  perfon  of  a  parry  into  a 
peace-maker  •,  fo  as  I  was  forced  upon  my  knees  to 
beg  of  his  Majelly,  that  he  would  put  no  public 
acl  of  difgrace  upon  you.  And  as,  I  dare  fay,  no 
other  perfon  woukl  have  been  patiently  heard  in  this 
fuit  by  his  Majelly  but  myfclf  •,  fo  did  I  (though  not 
without  difficulty)  obtain  thus  much,  that  he  would 
not  fo  far  difable  you  from  the  merit  of  your  future 
fervice,  as  to  put  any  particular  maH^  of  difgrace 
upon  your  perfon.  Only  thus  far  his  Majefty  pro- 
tefteth,  that  upon  the  confcience  of  his  office  he 
cannot  omit  (though  laying  afide  all  paffion)  to  give 
a  kindly  reprimand,  at  his  firft  fitting  in  council,  to 
fo  many  of  his  counfellors,  as  were  then  here  behind, 
and  were  adiOFS  in  this  bufinefs,  for  their  ill  behaviour 
in  it.  Some  of  the  particular  errors  committed  in 
this  bufinefs  he  will  name,  but  without  accufing  any 
particular  perfons  by  name. 

Thus  your  Lordfhip  feeth  the  fruits  of  my  natural 
inclination,  I  protefb,  all  this  time  pad  it  was  no 
fmall  grief  unto  me  to  hear  the  mouth  of  fo  many, 
upon  this  occafion,  open  to  load  you  with  innumera- 
ble malicious  and  detra6ting  fpeeches,  as  if  no  mufic 
were^more  pleafmg  to  my  ear,  than  to  rail  of  you  : 
which  made  me  rather  reo;ret  the  ill  nature  of  man- 
kind,  that,  like  dogs,  love  to  fet  upon  them,  that 
they  fee  fnatched  at. 

And,  to  conclude,  my  Lord,  you  have  hereby  a 
fair  occafion,  fo  to  make  good  hereafter  youi*  repu- 
tation, by  your  fincere  fervice  to  his  Majefty,  as  alfo 
by  your  firm  and  conifant  kindnefs  to  your  friends, 
as  1  may  (your  Lordfliip's  old  friend;  participate  of 
the  comfort  and  honour,  that  will  thereby  come  to 
you.     Thus  I  reft  at  laft 

Your  Lordftiip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  B. 

L  The 
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The  force  of  your  old  kindnefs  hath  made  me  feC 
down  this  in  writing  unto  you,  which  fome,  that 
have  deferved  ill  of  rrje  in  this  aftion,  would  be  glad 
to  obtain  by  word  of  mouth,  though  they  be  far 
enough  from  it,  for  ought  I  yet  fee.  But  I  beieech 
your  Lordihip  to  referve  this  lecrecly  to  yourielf  only^ 
till  our  meeting  at  Hampton -Court,  left  his  Majefly 
ihould  be  highly  offended,  for  a  caufe  that  1  know. 

Indorfed, 

yf  lelUr  cf  reconciliation  from  Lord  Buckingham^  after 
his  Majefly^ s  return  from  Scotland, 


To  the  Earl  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IT  may  pleafe  your  Lordihip  to  let  his  Majefty 
underiland,  that  I  have  fpoken  with  all  the  Judges^ 
fignifying  to  them  his  Majefty's  pleafure  touching  the 
commendams.  They  all  ufia  voce  did  re-affirm,  that 
his  Majefty's  powers,  neither  the  power  of  the  Crown, 
nor  the  pradtifed  power  by  the  Archbilhop,  as  well  in 
the  commendam.  ad  recipiendum^  as  the  commendam 
ad  retinendum^  are  intended  to  be  touched  ;  but  that 
the  judgement  is  built  upon  the  particular  defeds 
and  informalities  of  this  commendam  now  before 
them.  They  received  with  much  comfort,  that  his 
Majefty  took  fo  well  at  their  hands  the  former  ftay, 
and  v/ere  very  well  content  and  defirous,  that  when 
judgement  is  given,  there  be  a  faithful  report  made, 
of  the  reafon  thereof. 

The  accounts  of  the  fum.mer-Gircuits,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  lent-circuit,  fhall  be  ready  againft  his 
Majefty's  coming.  They  will  alfo  be  ready  with 
fome  account  of  their  labours  concerning  Sir  Edward 
Coke's  Reports :  wherein  I  told  them  his  Majefty's 

meaning 
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ineaning  was,  not  to  cllfgrace  t\i^  perron,  but  to 
'reclify  the  work,  having  in  his  royal  contemplation 
rather  poilerity  than  the  prefent. 

The  tv/o  points  touching  the  peace  of  the  middle 
^ires,  1  have  put  to  a  confult  with  Ibme  felecled 
Judores. 

The  caufe  of  the  Egertons  I  have  put  off,  and 
fhall  preiently  enter  into  the  treaty  of  accord,  accord- 
ing to  his  Majelly's  commandment,  which  is  well 
tafted  abroad  in  refped;  of  his  compafTion  towards 
thofe  ancient  families. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  your  Lordfliip, 
according  to  the  faithful  and  fervent  wiihes  of 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  friend^ 

and  devoted  lervant, 

Vork-houfe,    Oao- 

ber  II,    1617.  Fr.    BaC0N\ 

To  the  Earl  c/  B  u  c  K  i  n  g  h  a  m. 


I 


My  very  good  Lord, 

HAVE  reformed  the  ordinance  according  to  his 
Majefly's  correctioiis,  which  were  very  material. 
And  for  the  fird  oi phrajis  non  placet^  I  underiland  \\V:. 
Majefly,  nay  farther,  I  underfland  myfelf,  the  better 
for  it.  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  therefore  fix  privy  feals ; 
for  every  court  will  look  to  liave  their  feveral  warrant. 
I  fend  alfo  two  bills  for  letters  patents  to  the  two 
reporters :  and  for  the  perions,  I  fend  alfo  four  names, 
with  my  commendations  of  thole  two,  for  which  I 
will  anlwer  upon  my  knowledge.  The  names  muft 
be  filled  in  the  blanks  \  and  lb  they  are  to  be  re- 
turned. 

L  2  For 


148  LETTERS,   ^c.    of 

For  the  bufinefs  of  the  Court  of  Wards,  yotrr 
Lordfhip's  letter  found  me  in  the  care  of  it.  There- 
fore, according  to  his  Majefty's  commandment,  by 
you  fignified,  I  have  fent  a  letter  for  his  Majefty's 
fignature.  And  the  diredlions  themfelves  are  alfo  to 
be  figned.  Thefe  are  not  to  be  returned  to  me,  left 
the  fecret  come  out ;  but  to  be  fent  to  my  Lord  of 
Wallingford,  as  the  packets  ufe  to  be  fent. 

I  do  much  rejoice  to  hear  of  his  Majefty's  health 
and  good  difpofition.  For  me,  though  I  am  in- 
celTantly  in  bufinefs,  yet  the  re-integration  of  your 
love  maketh  me  find  all  things  eafy. 

God  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordftiip's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  fervant, 

York-houfe,  Oclo- 

ber  i8,   1617.  Fr.  Bacov. 


To  the  Lord  Keeper(*}- 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  delivered  the  Judges  advice,  touching 
the  middle  fhires,  unto  his  Majefty,  who  liketh 
it  very  well.  As  for  the  point  of  law,  his  Majefty 
will  conftder  of  it  at  more  leifure,  and  then  fend  you 
his  opinion  thereof.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Hinchingbroke, 
thezzdofOdo- 

bcr,  1617.  G.  Buckingham. 

(»)  Karl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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To  the  Lord  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  iMajeity  hath  fpent  fome  time  with  Sir  Lionel 
Cranfield  about  his  own  bufinefs,  wherewith 
he  acquainted  his  Majefty.  He  hath  had  fome  confe- 
rence with  your  Lordfhip,  upon  v/hofe  report  to  his 
Majefly  of  your  zeal  and  care  of  his  fervice,  which  his 
Majefty  accepteth  very  well  at  your  hands,  he  hath 
commanded  Sir  L,  Cranfield  to  attend  your  Lord- 
fhip, to  fignify  his  farther  pleafure  for  the  furtherance 
of  his  iervice  ;  unto  whofe  relation  I  refer  you.  His 
Majefty's  farther  pleafure  is,  you  acquaint  no  crea- 
ture living  with  it,  he  having  refolved  to  rely  upon 
your  care  and  truft  only. 

Thus,  wiihing  you  all  happinefs,  I  reft 

Your  Lordiliip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Oclober  26,   1617. 

G.  Buckingham, 


Sir  Francis    E  n  g  l  e  f  y  l  d  (^)   to    the   Lord 
Keeper. 

Right  Honourable, 

GIVE  me  leave,  I  befeech  your  Lordftiip,  for 
want  of  other  means,  by  this  paper  to  let  your 
Lordftiip  underftand,  that  notwithftanding  I  reft  in 

no 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.  7006. 

{h)  This  gentleman  was  very  unfortunate  in  his  behaviour, 
with  regard  to  thofe,  who  had  the  great  feal  ;  for  in  Hilar)' 
Term  of  the  year  162-,  he  was  fined  3000I.  by  the  Star-Chamber, 
for  calling  an  imputation  of  bribery  on  the  Lord  Keeper 
Williams,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln.  MS.  Letter  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain to  Sir  Dudley   Carleton,    dated  at  London,    162  ^.     Sir 
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no  contempt,  nor  have  to  my  knowledge  broken  any 
order  made  by  your  Lordlhip  concerning  the  trull, 
either  for  the' payment  of  money,  or  afiignment  of 
land ;  yet,  by  reafon  of  my  clofe  imprifonment,  and 
the  unufual  carriage  of  this  caufe  againft  me,  1  can 
get  no  council,  who  will  in  open  court  deliver  my 
cafe  unto  your  LordPnip.  I  muft  therefore  humbly 
leave  unto  your  Lordfhip's  wifdom,  how  far  your 
Lordlliip  wijl,  upon  my  adverfary's  fraudulent  bill 
exhibited  by  the  wife  without  her  hufband's  privity, 
extend  the  mioft  powerful  arm  of  your  authority  againft 
me,  who  defire  nothing  but  the  honeft  performance 
of  a  truft,  which  I  know  not  how  to  leave,  if  I  would. 
So,  nothing  doubting  but  your  Lordlliip  will  do  what 
appertaineth  to  juftice,  and  the  eminent  place  of 
equity  your  Lordfnip  holdeth,  I  muft,  fmce  I  cannot 
underftand  from  your  Lordftiip  the  caufe  of  my  late 
clofe  reftralnt,  reft,  during  your  Lordfhip's  pleafure. 

Your  Lordfhip's  clofe  prifoner  in  the  Fleet, 

Oftober  2S,  1617. 

Fr.  EnglefylDo 


Prancis  had  been  committed  to  the  Fleet  for  a  contempt  of  a 
decree  in  Chancery  ;  upon  which  he  was  charged,  by  Sir  John 
Bennet,  with  having  faid  before  fufficient  wirnefs,  **  that  he 
**  could  prove  this  holy  Bifliop  Judge  had  been  bribed  by  fomc, 
**  that  fared  well  in  their  caufes."  A  few  days  after  the  Cck^ 
tence  in  the  Star-Chamber,  the  Lord  Keeper  fent  for  Sir  Francis, 
and  told  him,  he  would  refute  his  foul  afperiicns,  and  prove 
upon  him,  that  he  fcorned  the  pelf  of  the  world,  or  to  exadl,  or 
make  lucre  of  any  m.an  :  and  that  for  his  own  part,  he  forgave 
him  every  penny  of  his  fine,  and  would  crav^  the  fame  m.ercy 
towards  him  from  the  King.  Bilhep  Hackers  Lifi  of  Archbtfrop 
Williams,  Parti,   p.  83,  84, 
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To  the  Lord   Keeper  (*}. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HAVE  thought  good  to  renew  my  motion  to 
_  your  Lordlhip,  in  the  behalf  of  my  Lord  of 
Huntingdon,  my  Lord  Stanhope,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Gerard  •,  for  that  I  am  more  particulaily  ac- 
quainted with  their  defires  ;  they  only  fceking  the 
true  advancement  of  the  charitable  uies,  unto 
wnich  the  land,  given  by  their  grandfather,  was 
intended :  which,  as  I  am  informed,  was  meant  by 
way  of  a  corporation,  and  by  this  means,  that  it  miight 
beVettled  upon  the  fchoolm after,  ufner,  and  poor, 
and  the  coheirs  to  be  victors.  The  tenants  might  be 
confcionably  dealt  withall  •,  and  {o  it  will  be  out  of 
the  pov/er  of  any  feoffees  to  abufe  the  truft-,  which, 
it  hath  been  lately  proved,  have  been  hitherto  the 
hindrance  of  this  good  work.  Thefe  coheirs  defire 
only  the  honour  of  their  anceftor's  gift,  and  wifh  the 
rnoney,  mifemployed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  into  court 
by  Sir  John  Harper,  may  rather  be  beftowed  by  your 
Lordfhip's  difcretion  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
foundation  of  their  anceflors,  than  by  the  cenfure  of 
any  other.     And  fo  I  reil 

Your  Lordiliip^s  fervant, 

TKcobalds,   No- 

vember  12.  ^-    BUCKINGHAM, 

Indorfed,   1617. 

To  the  Lord  Keeper(*)» 

My  honourable  Lord, 

THOUGH  I  had  refolved  to  give  your  Lord- 
fliip  no  more  trouble  in  matters  of  controverfy 
depending  before  you,  with  what  importance  foever 

(*)  Had.  MSS.   Vol.  ;co6. 
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my  letters  had  been  •,  yet  the  refped  I  bear  unto  this 
gentleman  hath  fo  far  forced  my  reiblution,  as  to  re- 
commend unto  your  Lordfhip  the  fuit,  v/hich,  1  am 
informed  by  him,  is  to  receive  a  hearing  before  you 
on  Monday  next,  between  Earneby  Leigh  and  Sir 
Edward  Dyer,  plaintiffs,  and  Sir  Thom.as  Thynne  (c), 
defendant ;  wherein  I  defire  your  Lordfhip's  favour 
on  the  plaintiffs  fo  far  only,  as  the  jullice  of  their  caufe 
ihall  require.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the 

l5thofNoVc  G.    Bug  K  INCH  AMo 

Indorfed,   1617. 


J'o  the  Lord   K  e  e  p  e  r  ( 


*\. 


My  honourable  Lord, 

THE  certificate  being  returned  upon  the  com- 
milTion  t0',:ching  Sir  Richard  Haughton's  alum- 
mines,  I  have  thought  fit  to  defire  your  Lordfhip's 
furtherance  in  the  bufinefs,  which  his  Majefty  (as 
your  Lordfhip  will  fee  by  his  letter)  much  affedleth 
as  a  bargain  for  his  advantage,  and  for  the  prefent  re- 
lief of  Sir  Richard  Haughton.  What  favour  your 
Lordfnip  fhall  do  him  therein,  I  will  not  fail  to  ac- 
knowledge, and  v/ill  ever  reft 

Your  Lordftiip's  faithful  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

Indorfed,  Received  November  16^  161  y, 

{:)  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John  Thynne,  Knight,  who  died  No- 
vember 21,  1604.  This  Sir  Thomas's  younger  fon  by  his  firil: 
v/ife,  Marv,  daughter  of  George,  J  ord  Audley,  was  father  of 
Thomas  Thynne,  Efq;  aflaiTinated  by  the  followers  of  Count 
Coninefmark,  February  12,   16'^^. 

(*)  HarL  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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"To  the  Lord  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

1HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefly  with  your  Lord- 
fhip's  letter,  who  liketh  well  of  the  Judges  opi- 
nion you  fent  unto  him,  and  hath  pricked  the  Sheriff 
of  Buckinghamfhire  in  the  roll  you  fent,  which  I  re- 
turn figned  unto  your  Lordihip. 

His  iMajefty  takes  very  well  the  pains  you  have 
taken  in  fending  to  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  ;  and  de- 
flreth  you  to  fend  to  him  again,  and  to  quicken  hirri 
in  the  bufinefs. 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

His  Majefty  liketh  well  the  courfe  taken  about  his 
houfhold,  wherewith  he  would  have  your  Lordfhip, 
and  the  reft  of  his  council,  to  go  forward. 

Newmarket,  the  17th 
of  November,  16 17. 

Indorfed, 

My  Lord  of  Buckingham  Jhewing  his  Majejlfs  appro* 

hation  of  the  courfes  held  touching  the  houfhold, 

To  the  Lord  Keeper(*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

NDERSTANDING,  that  Thomas  Huke- 
ley,  a  merchant  of  London,  of  whom  I  have 
heard  a  good  report,  intendeth  to  bring  before  your 
Lordfhip  in  Chancery  a  caufe  depending  between 
him,  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  William 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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u 
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Autlen,  and  one  John  Horfemendon,  who  married 
another  daughter  of  the  faid  Auiten  •,  1  have  thought 
£t  to  defire  your  Lordfliip  to  give  the  faid  Thomas 
Hukeley  a  favourable  hearing,  when  his  caufe  fhall 
come  before  you  ♦,  and  fo  far  to  refpeft  him  for  my 
fake,  as  your'Lordiliip  Ihali  fee  him  grounded  upon 
equity  and  reaibn  •,  which  is  no  more  than,  I  alfure 
myfelf,  your  Lordfhip  will  grant  readily^  as  it  is  de- 
fired,  by 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham, 
Indorfed,  November  17,  161 7. 


To   the   Earl  of  Buckingham  fij. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THE  laft  letter  of  my  Lords,  whereof  the  con- 
clufion  indeed  is  a  little  hlunt^  as  the  King 
calleth  it,  was  concluded  in  my  abfence,  v/hich  hath 
been  but  once  fmce  I  came  to  this  town  ;  and  brought 
me  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  as  I  fat  in  Chan- 
cery. '  Whereupon  I  retired  to  a  little  clofet  I  have 
there,  and  figned  it,  not  thinking  fit  to  fever. 

For  my  opinion,  I  difpatchcd  it  the  morrow  fol- 
lowing.    And  till  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  {e)  be  able  to 

(d)  In  anfwer  to  his  Lordfhip's  letter  from  Newmarket,  No- 
vember 19,  1617,  printed  in  Lord  Bacon's  works. 

{e)  He  was  originally  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  London,  in- 
troduced to  the  King's  knowledge  by  the  Earl  of  Northampton, 
and  into  his  fervice  by  the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  being  the  great 
projedlor  for  reforming  the  KLing's  houfhold,  advancing  the 
cuftoms,  and  other  fervices ;  for  which  he  was  miade  Lord 
Treafiiirer,  Baron  Cranfield,  and  Earl  of  Middlefex  ;  but  being 
accufed  by  the  houfc  of  commons  for  mifdemeanors  in  his  office, 
he  had  a  fevere  femence  pafTed  upon  him  by  the  Lords  in  1624. 

execute 
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execute  his  part  in  the  fub-commiiTion,  it  will,  in 
my  opinion,  not  be  lb  fit  to  dired  it.  He  crept  to 
nie  yellernight,  but  he  is  not  well.  I  did  his  Ma- 
jefty's  meflage  to  him  touching  the  tobacco  ;  and  he 
laid  he  would  give  his  Majeily  very  real  and  iblid  fa- 
tisfaftion  touching  the  fame. 

This  is  all  for  the  prefent  I  fhall  trouble  your  Lord- 
jlhip  withall,  refling  ever 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  fervant, 

November  20,  161 7. 

Fr.  Bacon, 


To  the  Lord   Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  Majeily  liketh  very  well  of  the  draught  your 
Lordfhip  fent  of  the  letter  for  the  fub-com- 
milTion,  and  hath  figned  it,  as  it  was,  without  any 
alteration,  and  fent  it  to  the  Lords.  Which  is  all 
i  have  to  write  at  this  time,  but  that  I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,    the  2d 
of  Decemb.  1617.  G.    BuCKINGHAAf. 


To  the  Lord  Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  Majefly  hath  been  pleafed  to  refer  a  petition 
of  one  Sir  Thomas  Blackftones  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  who  bemg  brother-in-law  to  a  gentleman, 
whom  I  much  refpecl,  Sir  Henry  Conflable,  I  have, 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

at 
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!EX  his  requell,  yielded  to  recommend  his  bufinefs  fo 
far  to  your  Lo;-dfhip's  favour,  as  you  fhall  find  his 
cafe  to  delerve  compalTion,  and  may  iland  with  the 
rules  of  equity.     And  lb  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the  ^th 

©f December.  G.  BUCKINGHAM, 

Indorfed,   1617. 


To  the  Earl  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  xVf , 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordlliip  may  marvel,  that  together  witPi 
the  letter  from  the  board,  which,  you  fee,  paffed 
fo  well,  there  came  no  particular  letter  from  mylelf  \ 
wherein,  though  it  be  true,  that  now  this  very  even- 
ing I  have  made  even  with  the  caufes  of  Chancery, 
and  comparing  with  the  caufes  heard  by  my  LordC/j, 
that  dead  is,  of  Michaelmafs-term  was  twelvemonth, 
I  find  them  to  be  double  fo  many  and  one  more ; 
befides  that  the  caufes,  that  I  difpatch,  do  feldom 
turn  upon  me  again,  as  his  many  times  did ;  yet 
neverthelefs,  I  do  affure  your  Lordfhip,  that  fhould 
have  been  no  excufe  to  me,  who  fhall  ever  afTign 
both  to  the  caufes  of  the  fubjedt,  yea,  and  to  my 
Jieakh,  but  the  leavings  of  times  after  his  Majefty's 
bufinefs  done.  But  the  truth  is,  I  could  not  fpeak 
with  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield,  with  whom  of  necelTity 
I  was  to  confer  about  the  names,  till  this  afternoon. 
Firft,  therefore,  I  fend  the  names,  by  his  advice, 
and  with  mine  own  good  allowance  of  thofe,  which 
we  wilh  his  Majefty  fhould  fele6t  j  wherein  I  have  had 

(f)  ChaRcellor  Ellefmere* 

refpect 
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refpecb  fomewhat  to  form,  more  to  the  avoiding  of 
oppofition,  but  mofl:  to  the  fervice. 

Two  mofl  important  effects  his  Majefty's  letter 
hath  wrought  already  :  the  one,  that  we  perceive  his 
Majefly  wiii  go  through  fiitch  ;  which  goeth  to  the 
root  of  our  difeafe.  1  he  other,  that  it  awaketh  the 
particular  officers,  and  will  make  their  own  endea- 
vours and  propofitions  lefs  perfunctory,  and  morq 
folid  and  true  for  the  future.  Somewhat  is  to  be 
done  prefently,  and  fomewhat  by  feafonable  degrees. 
For  the  prefent,  my  advice  is,  his  Majefly  would  be 
pleafed  to  write  back  to  the  table,  that  he  doth  well 
approve,  that  we  did  not  put  back  or  retard  the  good 
ways  we  were  in  of  ourlelvcs ;  and  that  we  under- 
llood  his  Majefiy's  right :  that  his  late  direction  was 
to  give  help,  and  not  hindrance,  to  the  former* 
courfes  ;  and  that  he  doth  expe6l  the  propofitions 
we  have  in  hand,  when  they  are  finiflied  :  and  than 
for  the  fub-commifTions,  he  hath  fent  us  the  names 
he  hath  chofen  out  of  thofe  by  us  lent  and  propound- 
ed ;  and  that  he  leaveth  the  particular  dirediions  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  ufe  of  the  fub-commifTioners, 
wholly  to  the  table. 

This  1  conceive  to  be  the  falrefr  way  ;  firil  to  feal 
the  fub-commilTion  without  opening  the  nature  of 
their  employments,  and  without  feeming,  that  they 
fhould  have  any  immediate  dependance  upon  his 
Majefly,  but  merely  upon  the  table. 

As  for  that,  which  is  to  be  kept  in  breaft,  and  to 
come  forth  by  parts,  the  degrees  are  thefe  : 

Firfl,  to  employ  the  fub-commifTioners  in  the  re- 
confidering  of  thofe  branches,  which  the  feveral  offi- 
cers ihall  propound. 

Next,  in  taking  confideration  of  other  branches  of 
retrenchment,  beiides  thofe,  v/hich  ihall  be  pro- 
pounded. 

The  third,  to  take  into  confideration  the  great 
and  huge  arrears  and  debts  in  even,-  office  ;  whether 

there 
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there  be  caufe  to  abate  them  upon  deceit  or  abufe  \ 
and  at  lead  how  to  fettle  them  befl,  both  for  the 
King's  honour^  and  avoiding  of  clamour,  and  for  the 
taking  away,  as  much  as  may  be,  that  fame  ill  in- 
fluence and  effed^  whereby  the  arrear  pad  deftroys 
the  good  hulbandry  and  reformation  to  come. 

The  fourth  is  to  proceed  from  the  confideration  of 
the  retrenchments  and  arrears  to  the  improvements. 

All  thefe  four,  at  leaft  the  laft  three^  I  wiHi  not 
to  be  flirred  in  till  his  Majefty's  coming. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  friehdj 

and  devoted  fervant^ 

Fr.  Bacon% 

Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  have  a  little  care 
of  the  bellowing  of  this  letter. 

York-houfe,  this    6  th 
of  December,  1617. 

To  the  Lord   Keeper  (*). 
My  honourable  Lord, 

LEST  Mr.  Secretary  (g)  fhould  be  come  away 
before  the  delivery  of  this  packet,  I  have  thought 
fit  to  dire6i  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  v/ith  this  letter  to 
your  Lordfhip  about  the  Court  of  Wards^  and  ano- 
ther to  the  Lords  from  his  Majefty.  Which  is  all  I 
have  now  to  v/rite,  but  that  I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordil^ap's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the 
7th  of  Decern-  vj.   BUCKINGHAM; 

ber,  1617. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.  7006. 

(g)  Sir  Thomas  Lake.  His  collegue,  Secretary  Winwood, 
died  0£lober  27,  1617  ;  and  Sir  Robert  Naunton  fucceeded  to 
the  poft  of  Secretary,  January  8,  i6i^,  from  that  of  Surveyor  of 
the  Court  of  Wards. 

4  ^^ 


Lord  'Chancellor  BACON.  159 


^0  the  Lord   Keeper  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefly  with  your  Lord- 
lliip's  letter,  who  hath  followed  your  directions 
therein,  and  written  to  the  Lords  accordingly.  Which 
is  all  I  have  now  to  write  to  your  Lordlhip,  but  that 
I  fhall  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the 
pth  day  of  De-  G.    BuCKINGHa  M.. 

cember,  1617. 

indorfed, 
My  Lord  of  Buckingham  to  your  Lordjhip^  JJjewing  the 
King's  liking  of  your  opinion  and  choice  of  names  for 
fub'CornmiJfion, 


To  the  Earl  d?/  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordiliip's  lettei-s  patents  {h)  are  ready. 
I  would  be  glad  to  be  one  of  the  witnefTes  at 
the  delivery  •,  and  therefore,  if  the  King  and  your 
Lordfhip  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  bring  it  to-morrow 
at  any  hour  fhall  be  appointed. 

Your  Lordlliip's  ever, 

New-Year's  eve,  16 17. 

Fr.  Bacon. 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

(//)  for  the  title  of  Marquis  of  Buckingham  to  himfelf  and  fhe 
rnaJe-hcirs  of  his  body. 

I  was 


.t6o  LETTERS,    ^c.    of 

I  was  bold  to  fend  your  Lordfhip,  for  your  New- 
Year's  gift,  a  plain  cap  of  effay,  in  token,  that  if  your 
Lordfhip  in  any  thing  Ihall  make  me  your  fayman, 
I  will  be  hurt  before  your  Lordihip  fhall  be  hurt.  I 
prefent  therefore  to  you  my  befl  fervice,  which  fhall 
be  my  All- Years  gift. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

SIR  George  Chaworth  and  I  am  agreed,  fo  that 
now  I  fhall  retain  the  grace  of  my  place,  and 
yet  he  rewarded.  The  King  hath  no  ill  bargain  ^ 
for  he  hath  four  times  as  much  as  he  was  offered  by 
Sir  George  of  increafe  ;  and  yet  I  take  upon  me  to 
content  my  fervants,  and  to  content  him.  Never- 
thelefs,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  pleafured  by  his  Majefty, 
and  do  acknowledge,  that  your  Lordfhip  hath  dealt 
very  honourably  and  nobly  with  me. 

I  fend  inclofed  a  letter,  'whereby  your  Lordfliip 
fignifieth  his  Majefly's  pleafure  to  me  •,  and  I  fhall 
make  the  warrant  to  Mr.  Attorney.  I  defire  it  may 
be  carried  in  privatenefs.     I  ever  refl 

Your  Lordfhip's  true,  friend, 

and  devoted  fervant. 

This  New-Year's 

eve,  1617.  Fr.  Bacon. 

To   Sir  James   Fullerton  (/). 

I  PRESUME  to  fend  his  Highnefs  this  pair  of 
fmall  candleilicks,  that  his  light,  and  the  light 
of  his  poflerity,  upon  the  church  and  commonwealth, 

(/)  He  had  been  Surveyor  of  the  Lands  to  Prince  Charles, 
when  Diike  of  York  ;  and  was  Groom  of  the  Stole  to  him,  when 
King.     He  died  in  January,  1632. 

may 
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may  never  fail.  I  pray  you  do  me  the  favour  to  pre- 
fent^  it  to  his  Highnefs,  with  my  bed  and  humbleft 
fervice. 

Your  moft  affedlionate  and  af?ared  friend ^ 

pR.  Bag  ox,  C  S. 

To  the  Lord  C h  a n  c  e l l or  {k). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  heretofore  recommended  unto  your  Lord* 
fhip  the  determination  of  the  caufe  between  Sir 
Rowland  Egerton  and  Edward  Egerton  (I)^    who, 
I  underftand,    did   both  agree,    being  before  your 
Lordfhip,  upon  the  values  of  the  v/hole  lands.     And 
as  your  Lordlhip  hath  already  made  fo  good  an  en- 
trance into  the  bufmefs,  I  doubt  not  but  you  Vv^iil 
be  as  noble  in  furthering  the  full  agreement  between 
the  parties  :  whereunto,  I  am  informed,  Sir  Rowland 
Egerton  is  very  forward,  offering  on  his  part  that, 
which  to  me  feemeth  very  reafonable,  either  to  divide 
the  lands,  and  his  adverfe  party  to  choofe  ;  or  the 
other  to  divide,  and  he  to  choofe.     Whereupon  m.y 
defire  to  your  Lordfhip  is,  that  you  would  accordingly 
inake  a  final  end  between  them,  in  making  a  divifion, 
and  fetting  forth  the  lands,  according  to^the  values 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties  themfelves.     Wherein, 
befides  the  charitable  work  your  Lordfnip  fiiali  do  in 
making  an  end  of  a  controverfy  between  thofe,  whom  * 

(>^)  Sir  Francis  Bacon  had  that  title  given  him  January  4. 

(I)  This  was  ojie  of  the  caufes  mentToned  in  the  charg-e  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  again  ft  the  Lord  Bacon  ;  in  his  :;nf\ver  to 
which,  he  acknowledged,  that  fome  days  after  perf?(fp>.cr  his  award, 
which  was  done  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lord  Chief 
JulHce  Hobart,  and  publifhing  it  to  the  parties,  he  recti vccj  300], 
of  Mr.  Edward  Egerton,  by  whom,  foon  after  his  comirr  to 
the  feal,  he  had  likev/ife  been  preiented  with  400 1.  in  a  puife. 

M  name 
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name  and  blood  fhouici  tie  togerfier,  and  keep  in 
unity,  I  v/ill  acknowledge  your  favour  as  unto  my- 
iclf,  and  will  ever  reft 


our  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 


Theobalds,   the  oth  of 

January,    1617.  G.    BUCKINGHAM,. 


Tb  the  "Lord  Cii  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

rS  Majefty  having  given  order  tx)  Mr,  Solli- 
citor  {m)  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip  with  a 
bufinefs  touching  ale-houfes  (;/),  that  upon  confider- 
ation  thereof  you  might  certify  your  opinion  unto 
his  Majefty,  whether  it  be  fit  to  be  granted  or  not ; 
I  have  thought  fit  to  defire  your  Lordfliip  to  give  it 
v/hat  favour  and  furtherance  you  may,  if  you  find 
it  reafonable,  and  not  prejudicial  to  his  Majefty's 
lervice,  becaule  it  concerneth  Mr.  Patrick  Maule, 
and  my  brother,  Chriftopher  Villiers,  whofe  benefit 
I  have  reafon  to  v/ifh  and  advance  by  any  juft  courfes. 
And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Kovflon,  the  nth 

o'fjan.  1617.-  G.  Buckingham. 

(')  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006.  (/«)  Sir  Thomas  Coventry. 

{n)  The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  his  letter  to  the  Marquis  of 
BuckiiT^ghcim,  dated  January  25,  1617,  printed  in  his  works, 
has  the  following  paffage  :  '*  For  the  fuit  of  the  alr-h^ufes,  which 
♦*  concerneth  your  brother,  Mr.  Chriftopher  Villiers,  and  Mr. 
<'  Patrick  Maule,  I  have  conferred  with  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
*'  and  Mr.  Sollicitor  thereupon,  and  there  is  a  fcruple  in  it,  tliat 
**  it  Ihould  be  one  of  the  grievances  put  down  in  parliament: 
*•  which  if  it  be,  I  may  not,  in  my  duty  and  love  to  you,  advife 
"  you  to  deal  in  it  ;  if  it  be  not,  I  will  mould  in  the  bell  man- 
*'  i;er,  and  help  it  forward."  A  patent  for  licenfing  ale-houfes 
being  afterwards  granted  to  oir  Giles  MompelTon  and  Sir  Franch 
Mi^chel,  and  greatly  abufed  by  the.m,  they  were  puniflied  for 
thofe  abufts  by  the  parliament,  which  met  Jamiarv  30,   162^.  „ 

'  T9 
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21?  the  Lord   Ch  a  k  c  e  l  l  o  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

SIR  John  Cotton  {0)  having  acquainted  mc  with  a 
petition  he  intended  to  exhibit  to  his  Majefty, 
that,  without  any  apparent  fault  committed  by^him, 
he  was  put  from  his  office  of  Ctiftos  Rotulorura  -,  I  have 
perfuaded  him.  to  forbear  the  prefenting  of  his  petition 
until  I  had  written  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  received 
your  anfwer.     I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  fio-nifv 
unto  your   Lordfhip,    that  he  is  a^gentlem:an^    of" 
whom  his  Majefty  maketh  good  efieem,  and  hath 
often  occafion  to  ufe  his  fer/ice  :  and  therefore,  be- 
fides  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  years,  and  hath  ferved 
long  in  the  place,  I  know  his  Majefty,  out  of  thefe 
refpeccs,  will  be  loth  he  fnould  receiye  any  difgrace. 
I  defire  therefore  to  undeiiland  from  your  Lordfhip 
the  reafons  of  his  remove,  that,  if  I  cannot  s:ive  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  the  gentlemian  himfelf,  I  may  at  leafb 
make  anfver  to  his  Majefly  for  that  acz  of  your  Lord- 
fliip's,  which  is  alledged  to  be  very  unulual,  unlefs 
upon  fome  precedent  mifdemeanor  of   the   part}^ 
Thus,    having  in  this  point  difcharged  my  parr  in 
taking  the  beil  courfe  I  could,  tha't  no  complaint 
fliould  come  againil  you  to  the  King,  I  reil 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend, 

Newmarket,  the  i6th 
of  January,  1617.  G.    B  'J  C  K  I  X  G  H  A  M. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

(c)  of  Laadvvade,  in  Cambrldgeilure,  Knight.  He  ferved 
many  years  as  knight  of  the  fnire  for  that  comuy,  and  died  in 
it)2o,  at  the  age  of  feventy-feven.  His  eldei'ion,  Sir  John 
Cotton,   r>a.^  created  a  Baronet,  July  14,  1641. 

M   2  ^0 
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To  Sir  Henry  Ye  l  v  e  r  t  o  n,  ^norney  GeneraL 

Mr.  Attorney, 

WHEREAS  there  dependeth  before  me  in 
Chancery  a  great  caule  of  tythes  concerning 
the  benefices  of  London,  though  in  a  particular,  yet, 
by  confequence,  leading  to  a  general ;  his  Majeily, 
out  of  a  great  and  religious  care  of  the  ftate,  both 
of  church  and  city,  is  graciouily  pleafed,  that  before 
any  judicial  fentence  be  pronounced  in  Chancery, 
there  be  a  commifTion  directed  unto  me,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Lord  Privy-Seal, 
and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  •,  and  likewife  to  the  Lord 
Archbifhop,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Winchefler  (p)^ 
and  the  Bifliop  of  Ely  (^),  and  alfo  to  the  Mafter 
of  the  Rolls  (r),  the  two  Lord  Chief  Juftices  (j), 
Juflice  Dodderidge,  and  Juftice  Hutton,  who  formerly 
aflifted  me  in  the  caufe,  to  treat  of  fome  concord  in 
a  reafonable  moderation  between  the  miniflers  and 
the  Mayor  and  the  commonalty  of  London  in  the 
behalf  of  the  citizens  •,  and  to  make  fome  padl  and 
tranfa6i:ion  between  them  by  confent,  if  it  may  be ; 
or  otherwife  to  hear  and  certify  their  opinions  touch- 
ing the  caufe,  that  thereupon  his  Majefty  may  take 
fuch  farther  order,  by  diredling  of  a  proceeding  in 
Chancery,  or  by  fome  other  courfe,  as  to  his  wifdom 
fhall  feem  fit. 

You  will  have  care  to  draw  the  commiflion  with 
fome  preface  of  honour  to  his  Majefty,  and  likewife 
toinfert  in  the  beginning  of  the  commiflion,  that  it 

(p)  Dr.  James  Montagu.  [q)  Dr.  Lancelot  Andrews. 

(r)  Sir  Julius  Csiar. 

[s)  Sir  Henry  Montagu  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir  Henry 

Hobart  of  the  Common  Plc.is^ 

was 
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was  de  advifamento  cancellarii  (as  it  was  indeed)  left 
it  fhould  feem  to  be  taken  from  the  court.  So  I 
commit  you  to  God's  Src. 

January  19,  1617, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Canc^ 


To  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  DO  not  eafily  fail  towards  gentlerr^en  of  quality 
to  difgrace  them.  For  I  take  myfelf  to  have 
fome  intereft  in  the  good  wills  of  the  gentlemen  of 
England,  which  I  keep  and  cherifh  for  his  Majefly's 
fpecial  fervice.  And  for  this  gentleman,  of  whom 
you  write.  Sir  John  Cotton,  I  know  no  caufe  in  the 
world,  why  I  ihould  have  difplaced  him,  but  that  it 
was  certified  unto  me,  that  it  was  his  own  defire  to 
refign  :  wherein  if  I  was  abufed,  I  will  reftore  him. 
But  if  he  did  confent,  and,  now  it  is  done,  changeth 
his  mind,  then  I  would  be  loth  to  difgrace  the  other, 
that  is  come  in.  Therefore  I  pray  your  Lordlhip, 
that  I  may  know  and  be  informed  from  himfelf 
what  paiTed  touching  his  confep>t ;  and  I  will  do  him 
reafon. 

Thus,  with  my  thanks  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  will 
ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  friend. 


January  20,  16L7. 


and  moft  devoted  fervant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Canc^ 


Indorfed, 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham^  concernifig  Sir  John 
Cotto'ds  refigning  the  place  of  Cujios  Rotulortim  of 
Qamhridgefhire,. 

M  3  T7^ 
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*> 


To    the   I^o  RD   Chancellor  (-; 

My  honourable  Lord, 

T  THANK  your  Lordihip  for  your  favour  to  Sir 
-.-  George  Tipping,  in  giving  liberty  unto  him  to 
make  his  appearance  before  you  after  the  holy-days^ 
at  my  requeit  •,  v/ho,  as  I  underiland  by  fome  friends 
of  rnine,  v/ho  moved  me  to  recommend  him  to  your 
Lordfnip's  favour,  is  v/illing  to  conform  himfelf  in 
performance  of  the  decree  made  in  the  Chancei-y  by 
your  Lordihip's  predeceffor,  but  that  he  is  per- 
fuadcd,  thatprefently,  upon  the  performance  thereof, 
his  fon  will  make  away  the  land,  that  fhall  be  con- 
veyed unto  him  :  v/hich  being  come  to  Sir  George 
from  his  anceRors,  he  defireth  to  preferve  to  his  po- 
fterity.  I  delire  your  Lordihip's  farther  favour 
therefore  unto  him,  that  you  will  find  out  fome 
courje,  how  he  m.ay  be  exempted  from,  that  fear  of 
the  faie  of  his  lands,  whereof  he  is  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge a  fine  to  his  fon,  and  to  his  heirs  by  Anne 
Pigot  -,  and,  they  faihng,  to  his  fon's  heirs  m^ales, 
and,  for  want  thereof,  to  any  of  his  fon*s  or  bre- 
thren's heirs  males,  and  fo  to  the  heirs  general  of  his 
father  and  him/elf  by  hneal  defcent,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  the  crown.  This  offer,  which  feemeth 
very  reafonable,  and  for  his  Majefly's  advantage,  I 
denre  your  Lordihip  to  take  into  your  confideration, 
and  to  fnevv^  him  what  favour  you  may  for  my  fake  ; 
which  I  will  readily  acknowledge,  and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarhet,  the  23d 
of  Januaiy,  1617-  G.    B  U  C  K  I N  G  H  A  M. 

(*)  Kail.  MS3.  Vol.  7006. 
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S!o  the  Lord   Ch an  c  ellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

SINCE  I  received  your  LordHvip's  letter,  Sir 
Lionel  Crantield  being  here,  hath  informed  his 
Majefty  of  the  whole  proceeding  in  his  bufinefs  of 
the1iouflT.old  i  which  his  Majeay  liketh  very  v/ell, 
and  is  glad  it  is  approved  by  your  Lordfhip,  of 
%vhofe  care  and  pains  therein  he  receiveth  very  gopd 
fatisfaciiion. 

In  the  bufinefs  touching  Sir  John  Cotton,  your 
Lordfhip  dealeth  as  nobly  as  can  be  defired  ;  and 
fo,  if  it  fliould  come  in  queftion  before  his  Majefly, 
I  would  anfwer  in  your  behalf.  I  leave  Sir  John 
Cotton  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  by  his  letter  of  the 
bufinefs,  and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  fathful  fervant^ 

Newmarket,  the  24th 
ofjanuc^ry,  1617.  G.    B.U  C  K  I  N  G  HAM.. 

'To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*).. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  intreated  by  a  gentleman,  w^hom  I 
much  relbedl,  to  recommend  to  your  Lordfliip's, 
favour  Mr.  John  Huddy,  between  whom  and  Mr. 
Richard  Huddy  there  is,  as  I  am  inform.ed,  a  caufe 
to  be  heard  before  your  Lordlliip  in  the  Chancer)-  oa 
Saturday  next.  My  defire  unto  your  LordCnip  is, 
that  you  would  fhew  the  faid  John  Huddy  what 
favour  you  lawfully  may,  and  as  his  caufe  v/ill  bear, 

(*)  Harl.MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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v/hen  it  cometh  before  you,  for  my  fake.     Which  I 
will  not  fail  to  acknowledge,  ever  refting 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the  28 tk 
of  January,  1617.  G.    BUCKINGHAM. 


I 


'ia  the  l^OYLT>  C  H  a n  c  e  l l o  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

UNDERSTAND,  that  his  Majeily  hath  been 
„  pleafed  to  refer  a  fuit  unto  him  by  two  of  his  fer- 
vants,  Robert  Maxwell  and  John  Hunt,  for  the 
makino^  of  Sheriffs  and  Efcheators  patents,  to  your 
Lordjfhip's  confideration.  My  defire  unto  your 
Lordfiiip  on  their  behalf  is,  that  you  would  fhew 
them  thus  much  favour  for  my  fake,  as  with  as 
much  expedition,  as  may  be,  and  your  Lordfhip's 
other  occafions  may  permit,  to  certify  your  opinion 
thereof  unto  his  Majefty  •,  which  I  will  be  ready  to 
acknowledge,  and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the  4th  day 

of  February,  1617.  G.  BUCKINGHAM. 


^0  the  Lord    C  h  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

THOUGH  I  had  refolved  not  to  write  to  your 
Lonifliip  in  any  matter  between  party  and 
party  •,  yet  at  the  earneft  requeft  of  my  noble  friend, 
the  Lord  Norris,  to  whom  I  account  myfelf  much  be- 

(  )  KaiLMSS.  V0I.70C6. 

holdeiij 
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holden,  I  could  not  but  recommend  unto  your  Lord- 
fhip's  favour  a  fpecial  friend  of  his.  Sir  Thomas 
Monk,  who  hath  a  fuit  before  your  Lordfhip  in  the 
Chancery  (/)  with  Sir  Robert  Baflet  ^  which,  upon 
the  report  made  unto  me  thereof,  feemeth  fo  reafon- 
able,  that  I  doubt  not  but  the  caufe  itfelf  will  move 
your  Lordfhip  to  favour  him,  if,  upon  the  hearing 
thereof,  it  (hall  appear  the  fame  unto  your  Lordfhip, 
as  at  the  firil  fight  it  doth  unto  me.  I  therefore 
defire  your  Lordfhip  to  fhew  in  this  particular  what 
favour  you  lawfully  may,  for  my  fake,  who  will  ac- 
count it  as  done  unto  myfelf ;  and  will  ever  refl 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,    the   4th 

day  of  Feb.  1 61 7.  G.    BUCKINGHAM. 

To  the,  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord, 

I  HAVE  fent  incloled  a  letter  to  his  Majefly  about 
the  public  charge  I  am  to  give  the  lail  Star- 
Chamber  day,  which  is  this  day  fevennight,  to  the 
Judges  and  Juflices  before  the  circuits.  I  pray  de- 
liver  it  to  his  Majefly  with  fpeed.  I  fend  alfo  fome 
papers  appertaining  to  that  bufinefs,  which  I  pray 
your  Lordfhip  to  have  in  readinefs,  if  his  Majefly 
call  for  them.     I  ever  refl 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  fervant, 
February  6,  16 17. 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 

(r)  Lord  Bacon  was  afterwards  accufed  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  having  received  of  Sir  Thomas  Monk  100  pieces: 
which  he  did  not  deny,  but  alJedged,  that  it  was  after  the  fuit 
was  ended. 
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5"^ /i?^  Lord  Ch  AN  c  E  LLO  R  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HI S  MajefTy  marvelleth,  that  he  heareth  nothing 
of  the  bufinefs  touching  the  gold  and  filver 
thread  («)  •,  and  therefore  hath  commanded  me  to 
write  unto  your  Lordfnip  to  haften  the  difpateh.  of 
iti  and  to  give  him  as  fpeedy  an  account  thereof, 
as  you  can.     And  fo  I  reit 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,  7  th  ^     t» 

of  February.  G.   BUCKINGHAM., 

Indorfed,  161 7. 


To  the  Lord   Ch  an  c  ello  a  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

IU  N  D  E  R  S  T A  N  D  by  this  bearer,  Edward  Haw- 
kins,  how  great  pains  your  Lordlhip  hath  taken, 
in  the  bufinefs,  whrch  I  recommended  to  you  concern- 
ing him,  and  how  favourably  your  Lordlhip  hath  ufed 
him  for  my  fake.  For  which  I  give  your  Lordihip 
many  thanks,  and  will  be  ever  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge your  favour  toward  him  by  all  the  teftimo- 
nies  of 

Your  Lord{hip*s  faithful  friend, 

Theobalds,  the  1 2th 
of  February,  16 1 7.  G.   BUCKINGHAM^. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  V0I.7C06. 

(z/)  A  patent  for  the  monopoly  of  which  was  granted  to  Sir 
Giles  Mompeflbn  and  Sir  Francis  Mitchel,  \^'ho  were  puniihed 
for  the  abufe  of  that  patent  by  the  parliament,  Vvihi^ch  uiet  Ja- 
nuary 30,  162^. 
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To  the  Lord   Chancellor  (*). 
My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter, 
who  liketh  well  of  the  courie  you  mention  in  the 
end  oi  your  letter,  and  will  fpeak  with  you  farther  of 
It  at  his  return  to  London.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
would  have  your  Lordlhip  give  diredtion  to  the 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls  {x)  and  Mr.  Attorney  (y)  to  ftay 
the  examination.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfnip's  moft  afiured 

to  do  you  fervice, 

Hampton-Court,  the 
iSth     of    March, 

^^^^"■-  G.  Buckingham^ 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland {z^ 

My  Lord  Chancellor, 
TWILL  not  have  you  account  the  days  of  my  not 
X  anfwering  your  letter.     It  is  a  thing  impofed  up- 
on the  multitude  of  my  bufinefs  to  lodge  many  things 
iaithrully,  though  I  make  no  prefent  return. 

Your  conjunclion  and  good  underftandino-  with 
the  Deputy  (^)  I  approve  and  commend  ;  for  I  ever 
loved  intire  and  good  compofitions,  which  was  the 
old  phyfic,  better  than  fine  leparations. 
^  Your  friendly  attributes  I  take  as  effeds  of  affec- 
tion •,  which  muft  be  caufes  of  any  good  offices, 
wherewith  I  can  requite  you. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  -006. 

(.')   Sir  Julius  C^far.  '  (y)  Sir  Henr^'  Yelverton. 

April  io,'*,6i        "'  •'''"'''    ArchbiHiop   of  Dublin,  who  died 

d^edL^Rn^?''r''-^V^^^"'  afterwards  VifcountGrandifon.     He 
died  at  BAtterfca  in  Surrey,  December  29,  1630,  aged  feventv. 

We 
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We  conceive  that  kingdom  is  in  growth.  God  fend       ^ 
foundnefs  to  the  increafe  -,  wherein  I  doubt  not  but 
your  Lordfhip  will  do  your  part.     God  keep  you. 

Your  Lordihip's  very  loving  friend, 

York-houfe,  April  15, 

1618.  -TR.  Bacon,  Canc^ 

To  the  Lord  Cu  it?  Justicz  of  Ireland  {b).  3 

My  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  ^ 

I  THANK  you  for  your  letter,  and  aflure  you» 
that  you  are  not  deceived,  neither  in  the  care  I 
have  of  the  public  in  that  ftate,  nor  in  my  good 
wifhes,  and  the  efFe6ls  thereof,  when  it  fhall  lie  ia 
my  power  towards  yourfelf. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  your  teflimony  of  my  Lord 
Deputy,  both  becaufe  I  efteem  your  judgement,  and 
becaufe  it  concurreth  v/ith  my  own. 

The  materials  of  that  kingdom,  which  is  trade 
and  wealth,  grow  on  apace.  I  hope  the  form,  which 
giveth  the  befl  living  of  religion  and  juftice,  will 
not  be  behind,  the  rather  by  you,  as  a  good  inftru- 
ment.     I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  aiTured  friend, 

York-houfe  •  *  of 

April,  1618.  Fr.  Bacon,  Canc^ 

To  the  Lord   C  han  c  e  llor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

UNDERSTANDING,    that  there  is  a  fuit  de- 
pending  before  your   Lordfhip  between   Sir 

{b)  Sir  William  Jones,  to  whom,  upon  his  being  called  to 
that  poft,  the  Lord  Keeper  made  a  fpeech,  printed  in  his  works. 
(♦)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

Rowland 
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Rowland  Cotton  (<:),  plaintiff,  and  Sir  John  Gawen, 
defendant,  which  is  fhortly  to  come  to  a  hearing  ; 
and  having  been  likewife  informed,  thai:  Sir  Row- 
land Cotton  hath  undertaken  it  in  the  behalf  of  cer- 
tain poor  people  ;  which  charitable  endeavour  of  his, 
I  afTure  myfelf,  will  find  fo  good  acceptation  with 
your  Lordlhip,  that  there  fhall  be  no  other  ufe  of 
recommendation  :  yet,  at  the  earneft  requeft  of  fome 
friends  of  mine,  1  have  thought  fit  to  write  to  your 
Lordlhip  in  his  behalf,  defiring  you  to  fhew  him 
what  favour  you  lawfully  may,  and  the  caufe  may 
bear,  in  the  fpeedy  difpatch  of  his  bufmefs ;  which  I 
fhall  be  ever  ready  to  acknowledge,  and  refl 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  devoted  to  ferve  you, 

Whitehall,  the  2cth 
day  of  Apr.  161 8.  G.    BUCKINGHAM, 


"To  the  Lord   Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

1WI  LL  not  go  about  to  excufe  mine  own  fault, 
by  making  you  believe  his  Majefty  was  backward 
in  your  bufinefs  \  but  upon  the  firft  motion,  he  gave 
me  directions  for  it ;  which  it  was  my  negligence, 
as  I  freely  confefs,  that  I  have  no  fooner  performed, 

{c)  a  gentleman  eminent  for  his  learning,  efpecially  in  the 
Hebrew  language,  in  which  he  had  been  inilruded  by  the  fa- 
mous Hugh  Broughton,  who  died  in  161 2.  He  was  fon  of  Mr* 
William  Cotton,  citizen  and  draper  of  London,  and  had  an 
eftate  at  Beilaport  in  Shropfhire,  where  he  refided,  till  he  came  to 
live  at  London  at  the  requeft  of  Sir  Allen  Cotton,  his  father's 
younger  brother,  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  that  city  in  1625. 
Sir  Rowland  was  the  firft  patron  of  the  learned  Dr.  Lightfoot, 
and  encouraged  him  in  the  profecution  of  hio  ftudiea  of  the  He- 
brew lant,^uage  and  antiquities. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

having 
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having  not  been  flack  in  moving  his  Majefty,  but 
in  difpatching  your  man.  All  is  done,  which  your 
Lordfhip  defired,  and  I  will  give  order,  according 
to  his  Majcfty's  diredtions,  fo  that  your  Lordfhip 
Ihall  not  need  to  trouble  yourfelf  any  farther,  but 
only  to  expect  the  fpeedy  performance  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  gracious  pleafure. 

I  will  take  the  firfl  opportunity  to  acquaint  his 
Majefty  with  the  other  bufincls,  and  will  ever  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Theobalds,  tke  8th 

ofiMay  [1618].  G.  Buckingham* 


To  the  Lord   C  h  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

*  My  honourable  good  Lord, 

WHEREAS  in  Mr.  Hanfbye's  caufe  f^;,  which 
formerly,  by  my  means,  both  his  Majefty  and 
myielf  recommended  to  your  Lordfhip's  favour, 
your  Lordfhip  thought  good,  upon  a  hearing  thereof, 
to  decree  fome  part  for  the  young  gentleman,  and  to 
refer  to  fome  Mafters  of  the  Chancery,  for  your 
farther  fatisfaclion,  the  examination  of  witnefTes  to 
this  point  •,  which  feemed  to  your  Lordfhip  to  be  the 
main  thing  your  Lordfliip  doubted  of,  whether  or  no 
the  leafes,  conveyed  by  oldHanfbye  to  young  Hanfbye 
by  deed,  were  to  be  liable  to  the  legacies,  which  he 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

(d)  This  feems  to  be  one  of  the  caufes,  on  account  of  whicTi 
Lord  Bacon  was  afterwards  accufed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j 
in  anfwer  to  whofe  charge  he  admits,  that  in  the  caufe  of  Sir 
Kalph  Hanlbye  there  being  two  decrees,  one  for  the  inheritance^ 
and  the  ether  for  goods  and  chattels ;  fome  time  after  the  firrt 
decree,  and  before  the  fecond,  there  was  500!.  delivered  to  him 
by  Mr.  Tobie  Matthew  ;  nor  could  his  Lordfhip  deny,  that  this 
was  upon  the  matter  prndcnu  lite, 

gave 
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^ave  by  will  •,  and  that  now  I  am  credibly  informed^ 
that  it  will  appear  upon  their  report,  and  by  the  de- 
pofitions  of  v/iLneiTes,  without  all  exception,  that  the 
laid  leafes  are  no  way  liable  to  thofe  legacies :  thefe 
fnall  be  earneftly  to  intreat  your  Lordlhip,  that  upon 
confideration  of  the  report  of  the  mailers,  and  depo- 
fitions  of  the  witnefles,  you  will,  for  my  fake,  fhew 
as  much  favour  and  expedition  to  young  Mr.  Hanfbyc 
in  this  caufe,  as  the  juitnefs  thereof  will  permit.  And 
I  fhall  receive  it  at  your  Lordfhip's  hands  as  a  parti- 
cular favour. 

So  I  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordfhip,  and  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Greenwich,   the 

i2thof  June,  G.    BUCKINGHAM. 

161 8. 


To  the  Lord  Ch  an  c  e  llo  r  (*^. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

UNDERSTANDING,  that  the  caufe  depending 
in  the  Chancery  between  the  Lady  Vernon  and 
the  officers  of  his  Majeily's  houfhold  is  now  ready 
for  a  decree  •,  though  I  doubt  nor,  but,  as  his  Majefty 
hath  been  fatisfied  of  the  equity  of  the  caufe  on  his 
officers  behalf,  who  have  undergone  the  bufinefs,  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  your  Lordlhip  will  alfo  find 
their  caufe  worthy  of  your  favour :  yet  I  have  thought 
fit  once  again  to  recommend  it  to  your  Lordlhip,  de- 
firing  you  to  give  them  a  fpeedy  end  of  it,  that  both 
his  Majelly  may  be  freed  from  farther  importunity, 
and  they  from  the  charge  and  trouble  of  following 

('*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  70Q6. 

it.: 
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it :  which  I  will  be  ever  ready  to  acknowledge  as  a 
favour  done  unto  myfelf^  and  always  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  andfervant, 

Greenwich,  the 

1 5th    day    of  G.    B  U  C  K  I  N  G  H  A  M. 

June,   161 8. 

To  the  Lord  Ch  an  c  e  llor  (*}. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  WROTE  unto  your  Lordihip  lately  In  the  be- 
half of  Sir  Rowland  Cotton,  that  then  had  a  fuic 
in  dependance  before  your  Lordfhip  and  the  reft  of 
my  Lords  in  the  Star-Chamber.  The  caufe,  I  un- 
derftand,  hath  gone  contrary  to  his  expe6lation ;  yet 
he  acknowledges  himfelf  much  bound  to  your  Lord- 
ihip for  the  noble  and  patient  hearing  he  did  then  re- 
ceive ;  and  he  refts  fatisfied,  and  I  much  beholden 
to  your  Lordfhip,  for  any  favour  it  pleafed  your  Lord- 
ihip to  afford  him  for  my  caufe.  It  now  refts  only 
in  your  Lordihip's  power  for  the  afTefling  of  cofts  ; 
which,  becaufe,  I  am  certainly  informed,  Sir  Rowland^ 
Cotton  had  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  I  hope  your 
Lordfhip  will  not  give  any  againft  him.  And  I  do 
the  rather  move  your  Lordfhip  to  refpe6l  him  in  it, 
becaufe  it  concerns  him  in  his  reputation,  which  I 
know  he  tenders,  and  not  the  money,  which  might 
be  impofed  upon  him ;  which  can  be  but  a  trifle. 
Thus  prefuming  of  your  Lordfhip's  favour  herein, 
which  I  fhall  be  ready  ever  to  account  to  your  Lord» 
(hip  for,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  devoted  to  ferve  you, 

June  19,  1618. 

G.  Buckingham. 

(»>  Harl.  MS3.   Vol.  7^06. 

T$ 
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7*1!?  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

"VS  THE  RE  AS  it  hath  pleafed  his  Majefty  to 
VV  recommend  unto  your  confideradon  a  peti- 
tion exhibited  by  Mr  Fowle,  together  with  the 
grievances  and  rcqueft  fjr  the  re6l:if}'ing  of  the  work 
of  gold  and  filver  thread ;  and  now  underilandeth, 
that  your  Lorcifhip  hath  called  unto  you  the  other 
com mifli oners  in  that  cafe,  and  ipent  fome  time  to 
hear  what  the  oppofers  could  objedl,  and  perceiveJi 
by  a  relation  of  a  good  entrance  you  have  made  into 
the  bufmefs  •,  and  is  now  informjcd,  that  there  re- 
maineth  great  flore  of  gold  and  filver  thread  in  the 
merchants  hands,  brought  from  foreign  parts,  be- 
fides  that,  which  is  brought  in  daily  by  fteaith,  and 
V/rought  here  by  underhand  workers  ;  fo  that  the 
agents  want  vent,  with  which  inconveniencies,  it 
feemeth  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law  cannot  fo  well 
meet :  and  yet  they  are  inforced,  for  freeing  of  cla- 
mour, to  fet  great  numbers  of  people  on  work  -,  fo 
that  the  commodity  lying  dead  in  their  hands,  will 
in  a  very  fhcrt  time  grow  to  a  very  great  fum  of 
money  :  To  the  end  therefore,  that  the  undertakers 
may  not  be  difheartened  by  thefe  wrongs  and  lofies, 
his  Majefty  hath  com.manded  m^e  to  write  unto 
your  Lordlhiip,  to  the  end  you  might  beftow  more 
time  this  vacation  in  proiecuting  the  courfe  you 
have  fo  worthily  begun,  that  all  differences  being 
reconciled,  the  defects  of  the  commiHion  may  be 
alfo  amended,  for  prevention  of  farther  abufes  there- 
in ',  fo  as  the  agents  may  receive  encouragement  to 

(♦)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7c c6. 

N  go 
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go  on  quietly  in  the  work  without  difturbance.  '  And 
I  reil 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

FromBewlv,  the2cth 
day  of  Aug.  1 61 8.  G.    BUCKINGHAM, 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Moft  honourable  Lord, 

EREWITHALL  I  prefumed  to  fend  a  note 
inclofed,  both  of  my  bufinefs  in  Chancery, 
and  with  my  Lord  Roos,  which  it  pleafed  your  Lord- 
fliip  to  demand  of  me,  that  fo  you  might  better  do 
me  good  in  utroque  genere.  It  may  pleale  your  Lord- 
fhip,  after  having  perufed  it,  to  commend  it  over  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Meautys  for  better  cuilody. 

At  my  parting  laft  from  your  Lordfhip,  the  grief 
I  had  to  leave  your  Lordfhip's  prcfence,  though  but 
for  a  little  time,  was  fuch,  as  that  being  accompanied 
v/ith  fome  fm.all  corporal  indifpofition,  that  I  v/as  in, 
m,ade  me  forgetful  to  fay  that,  which  now  for  his 
Maiefty's  fervice  I  thought  myfclf  bound  not  to  fi- 
lence*  I  was  credibly  informed  and  afTured,  when 
the  Spanifh  AmbafTador  went  away,  that  howfoever 
Ralegh  and  the  prentices  {e)  iliould  fall  out  to  be 
proceeded  withall,  no  miOre  inllances  would  be  made 
hereafter  on  the  part  of  Spain  for  I'uftice  to  be  done 
ever  in  thefe  particulars  :  but  that  if  flacknefs  were 

■  (c')vvho  en  tlie  12th  of  July,  161?,  had  infulted  Gondomar, 
the  Spanilh  ArnbaiTador,  on  account  of  a  boy's  being  hurt  by  him 
-as  he  v/as  riding..  \Camdsni  Annalcs  Rtgis  "Jacchi  I.  p.  33.] 
rhey  vvere  proceeded  againll  by  commillioners  at  Guildhall 
on  Wednefday  the  12th  of  Augiift  following  ;  feven  being  found 
guiltv,  and  adjudged  to  iix  months  imprifonment,  and  to  pay 
r^col.  a  piece.  Two  others  were  acquitted.  MS.  letter  of 
Mr.  Ch'ambcrlain  to  Sir  Dndlev  Carlcton,  London,  Augull  i'5, 
1618. 

-'  ufed 
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♦ifed  here,  they  would  be  laid  up  in  the  dec!:,  and 
would  lerv^e  for  materials  (this  was  the  very  word) 
of  future  and  final  difcontentments.  Nov/  as  the 
humour  and  dehgn  of  ibme  may  carry  them  tov/ard.s 
troubling  of  the  waters-,  fo  I  knov/  your  Lordfhip's 
both  nature  and  o-reat  place  recuire  an  appeannp;  them 
at  your  hands.  And  I  have  not  preiumed  to  fay 
this  little  out  of  any  mind  at  all,  that  I  may  have, 
to  meddle  with  matters  fo  far  above  me,  but  out  of 
a  thought  1  had,  that  I  was  tied  in  duty  to  lay  thus 
much  under  your  Lordfnip's  eye  -,  becaufe  I  i<:now 
and  confider  of  v/hom  I  heard  that  fpeech,  and  .with 
how  grave  circumftances  it  was  delivered.  ^    1 

I  befeech  Jefus  to  give  continuance  and  increafe  to 
your  Lordfhip's  happinefs  ;  and  that,  if  it  may  ftand 
with  his  will,  myfeif  may  one  day  have  the  honour 
of  cafiing  fome  fmall  mite  into  that  rich  treaiury. 
So  I  humbly  do  your  Lordihip  reverence,  and  con- 
tinue 

The  miofi:  obliged  of  your  LordOiip's 

many  faithful  fervantSj 

Nottingham,  this  ii^k 

of  Auguft,  161S.  TOBIE     iVlATTKEWi 


To  Mr,  (afterguards  Sir)  Isaac  \Va  k  e,    his  Ma- 
jeflfs  Agent  at  the  court  of  Sai'oy. 

Mr.  Wake, 

I  HAVE  received  Ibme  letters  from  you;  and 
hearing  from  my  Lord  Cavendifii  (f)  how  vvell 
he  affects  you,  and  taking  notice  alio  of  your  good  abi- 
lities andfervices  in  his  Majefty's  affairs,  and  not  for- 
getting the  knowledge  I  had,  when  young,  of  your 

(f)  Wniiam  Cavendifh,  Ton  and  heir  of  William,  created, 
Scroll  Cavendilh  Hardwicke  in  Derbyfhirc,  in  May  1605 »  and 
Eaxl  cf  Devori (hire,  July  12,  161 3. 

N  2  good 
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good  father  (g),  I  thought  myfelf  in  fome  meafure 
tied  not  to  keep  from  you  my  good  opinion  of  you, 
and  my  defire  to  give  you  any  furtherance  in  your 
fortunes  and  occafions,  whereof  you  may  take  know- 
ledge and  liberty  to  ufe  me  for  your  good.  Fare 
you  well. 

Your  very  loving  friend, 

York.houfe,  this  i ft  j^        ^r  ■        rt,^     r 

of  Sept.  1618.  TR.   Verulam(^),  Lane. 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honour afble  Lord, 

HIS  Majefty  is  dqfirous  to  be  fatlsfied  of  the  fit- 
nefs  and  conveniency  of  the  gold  and  filver 
thread-bufinefs  ;  as  aifo  of  the  profit,  that  fhall  any 
way  accrue  unto  him  thereby.  \Vherefore  his  pleafure 
is,  that  you  fliall,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  call  unto 
you  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench  (i), 
the  Attorney  General  (^),  and  the  Sollicitor  (I)  ;  and 
confider  with  them  of  every  of  the  faid  particulars, 
and  return  them  to  his  Majefly,  that  thereupon  he 
may  refolve  what  prefent  courfe  to  take  for  the  ad* 
vancemcnt  of  the  execution  thereof.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Theobalds,  the  4th 

cfoaob.  i6i3.  G.  Buckingham. 


.  (g)  Arthur  Wake,  Reclor  of  Billing  In  Northampton  {hi  re, 
Mfifter  of  the  Hofpital  of  St.  John  in  .-•orthampton,  and  Canon 
of  Chriil-Church,  Oxford. 

{h)  lie  had  been  created  Lord  Verulam  on  the  12th  of  July, 
■161S. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.    Vol.  7006. 

(?)  Sir  Henry  Montagu.  (/?)  Sir  Henr}'  Yclverton. 

^  (.7 )  Sir  Thomas  Coventrvr 

-■  To 
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'To  the  h,oviT>  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  defired  by  feme  friends  of  mine, 
in  the  behalf  of  Sir  Francis  Englefyld,  to  recom- 
mend his  caufe  fo  far  unto  your  Lordiliip,  that  a  per- 
emptory day  being  giv^en  by  your  Lordfhip's  order 
for  the  perfcding  of  his  account,  and  for  the  affign- 
mcnt  of  the  trufl,  your  Lordfnip  would  take  fuch 
courfe  therein,  that  the  gentleman's  eftate  may  be 
redeemed  from  farther  trouble,  and  fecured  from  all 
danger,  by  engaging  thole,  to  whom  the  truft  is 
now  transferred  by  your  Lordfhip's  order,  to  the 
performance  of  that,  whereunto  he  was  tied.  And 
fo  not  doubting  but  your  Lordfhip  will  do  him  what 
lawful  favour  you  may  herein,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 
Indorfed,  Received  O^cher  14,  161 8. 


To  /^^  K  I  N  G,  concerning  the  form  and  manner  of 
proceeding  againjl  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  {m). 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefty, 

ACCORDING  to  your  commandment  given 
unto  us,  we  have,  upon  divers  meetings  and 
conferences,  confidered  what  form  and  manner  of 
proceeding  againft  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  might  beft 
ftand  with  your  Majefty's  juftice  and  honour,  if  you 
ftiall  be  pleafed,  that  the  law  fhall  pafs  upon  him. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

{m)  He  was   beheaded  Oftober  29,  161 8,  the  day  of  the  in- 
auguration oi  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

N  3  And, 
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And,  firfl,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
jegh  being  attainted  of  high-treafon  (which  is  the 
hi^hcil  and  laft  work  of  law,)  he  cannot  be  drawn  in 
quciiion  judicially  for  any  crime  or  offence  fince  com- 
n^itted.    And  therefore  v/e  liumbly  prefent  tv/o  forms 
cf  proceeding  to  your  Majeily  :  the  one,  that  toge- 
ther with  the  warrant  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
(if  your  Majefty  fhall  fo  pleafe)  for  his  execution, 
to  publifli  a  narrative  in  print  of  his  late  crimes  and 
C'iTences  •,  which,  albeit  your  Majcuy  is  not  bound 
to  give  an  account  of  your  actions  in  thefe  cafes  to 
any  but  only  to  God  alone,  we  hum.bly  offer  to  your 
Majefty's  confideration,    as  wxll  in  refpe6l  of   the 
great  effluxion  of  timje  Hnce  his   attainder,  and  of 
his  employ m^ent  by  your  Majefty's  commiffion,  as 
for  that  his  late  crimes  and  offences  are  not  yet  pub- 
licly known.     The  other  form  (whereunto,  if  your 
Majefry  fo  pleafe,  w^e  rather  incline)  is,  that  where 
your  iVlajcfty  is  fo  renowned  for  your  juflice,    it 
m.ay  have  fuch  a  proceeding,  as  is  neareft  to  legal 
proceeding  •,  which  is,  that  he  be  called  before  the 
whole  body  of  your  Council  of  Stare,  and  your  prin- 
cipal Judges,  in  your  Council-Chamber;    and  that 
fome  of  the  nobility  and  gentlemen  of  quality  be 
admitted  to  be  prefent  to  hear  the  whole  proceeding, 
as  in  like  cafes  hath  been  ufed,     And  after  the  aflem- 
bly  of  all  thefe,  that  fome  of  your  Majefty's  Coun- 
fellors  of  State,  that  are  bell  acquainted  with  the 
cafe,  Ihould  openly  declare,  that  this  form  of  pro- 
ceeding againft  Sir  \Valter  is  holden,  for  that  he  is 
civilly  dead.  After  this  your  Majelly's  council  learned 
to  charge  his  acls  of  hoftility,   depredation,  abufe 
£S  well  of  your  Majefty's  commiffion,  as  of  your  fuh- 
jediS  under  his  charge,  impoftures,  attempt  of  efcape, 
and  other  his  mifdemcanors.     But  for  that,  which 
concerns  the  French,  wherein  he  was  rather  paflive 
than  adive,  and  without  which  the  charge  is  com- 
pleat,  v/e  humbly  refer  to  vour  Maiefty's  ccnfidera- 

tion. 
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lion,  how  far  that  lliall  be  touched.  After  which 
charge  fo  given,  the  exaaunations  read,  and  Sir 
Walter  heard,  and  fome  to  be  confronted  againfl 
liim,  if  need  be,  then  he  is  to  be  withdrawn  and 
fent  back  ^  for  that  no  fentence  is,  or  can  be,  given 
againfl  him.  And  after  he  is  gone,  then  the  Lords 
of  the  Council  and  Judges  to  give  their  advice  to 
your  Majefty,  whether  in  refped  of  thefe  fubfequent 
offences,  upon  the  vv^hole  matter,  your  Maiefty,  if 
you  fo  pleafe,  may  not  with  juflice  and  honour  give 
warrant  for  his  execution  upon  his  attainder.  And  of 
this  whole  proceeding  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  folemn 
act  of  council  fhould  be  made,  with  a  memorial  of 
the  whole  prefence.  But  before  this  be  done,  that 
your  Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  fignify  your  gracious 
direction  herein  to  your  Council  of  State  •,  and  that 
your  Council  learned,  before  the  calling  of  Sir  Walter, 
fhould  deliver  the  heads  of  the  matter,  tog-ether 
with  the  principal  examinations  touching  the  farne, 
wherewith  Sir  Walter  is  to  be  charged,  unto  them, 
that  they  may  be  perfectly  informed  of  the  true 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  give  their  advice  according- 
ly. All  which  neverthelefs  we,  in  all  humblenefs, 
prefent  and  fubmit  to  your  princely  wifdom  and  judge- 
ment, and  Ihall  follow  whatfoever  it  fhall  pleafe  your 
Majefty  to  direct  us  herein,  with  all  dutiful  readinefs. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble, 

Vork-hoiife,   this  iRth  ^  .      ^      - 

^  of  oaober,  1618.  and  faithful  fervants,  &c. 

Tg  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

WHEREAS  there  is  a  caufe  depending  in 
tlie   court  of  Chancery   between    one  Mr. 
Francis  Fohambe  and  Francis  Hornfoy,  the  which 
(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Yd\.  7006. 

N  4  already 
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already  hath  received  a  decree,  and  is  now  to  have 
another  hearing  before  yourfelf-,  I  have  thought 
fir  to  defire  you  to  fhew  fo  much  favour  therein, 
feeing  it  concer^is  the  gentleman's  whole  eftate,  as  to 
make  a  full  arbitration  and  final  end,  either  by  tak- 
ing the  pains  in  ending  it  yourfelf,  or  preferring  it 
tJ  fome  other,  whom  your  Lordihip  ihall  think  fit : 
v/hich  I  ihall  acknowledge  as  a  courtefy  fron^  yOur 
Lordihip  •,  and  ever  reil 


Your  Lordfliip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant^ 

iingbroke, 
-.„_2dofOao-  ^     ^ 

ber,  i6l8.  G.  BuCK  IN  GH  A  M. 


-Hinchingbroke, 
'  the22dofOclo- 


•  T*^  the  Marquis  ^/Bucking  h  a  m.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

ISEi'  D  the  commifiion  for  making  Lincoln's  Inn- 
Fields  into  walks  for  his  Majeily's  fignature.     It 
is  without  charge  to  his  MajciLy.  -  - 

We  have  had  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  (»)  before 
us.  We  could  not  yet  get  him  to  anfwer  diredlly, 
whether  he  would  obey  the  King's  award  or  no. 
After  we  had  endured  his  importunity  and  imperti- 
nences, and  yet  let  him  down  to  this,  that  his  Ma- 
jeily's  award  was  not  only  juil  and  within  his  fubmif- 
fign,  but  in  his  favour  j  we  concluded  in  few  words, 

in)  Vv^alter,  Earl  of  Ormonde,  grandfather  of  James  the  firft 
Duke  of  Ormonde.  This  Earl,  upon  the  death  of  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Ormonde  and  OiTory,  fucceeding  to  thofe  honours, 
fhouM  have  inherited  likewife  the  greateft  part  of  the  eftate  : 
but  his  right  was  contefled  by  Sir  Richard  Prefton  Lord  Ding- 
\^'ell,  fupported  by  the  favour  of  King  James  I,  who  made 
an  award,  which  Walter,  Earl  of  Ormonde,  conceiving  to 
be  unjuil,  refufed  to  fubmit  to,  and  was,  by  the  King's  order, 
comm'tied  to  the  Fleet,  wlierc  he  remained  eight  years  before  the 
deaih  of  that  King  ;  but  in  1625  recovered  his  liberty. 

■nn'i  that 
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that  the  award  muft  be  obeyed,  and  if  he  did  refufe 
or  impugn  the  execution  of  it  in  Ireland,  he  was  to 
be  punilhed  by  the  juftice  of  Ireland:  if  he  did 
murmur  or  fcandalize  it  here,  or  trouble  his  Majefty 
any  more,  he  was  to  be  puniihed  in  England.  Then 
he  afked,  whether  he  might  be  gone.  For  that,  we 
told  him,  his  Majefty's  pleafure  was  to  be  known. 

Sir  Robert  Manfell  hath  promifed  to  bring  his 
fummer  account  this  day  fevennight.  God  preferve 
aad  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfliip*s  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

"Kwcmber  12,  i6i8. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Canci 


.^o  the  Lo RD  Chancellor  (*)._ 

My  honourable  Lord, 

IS  END  your  Lordfliip  the  commifTion  figned  by 
his  Majefty,  which  he  was  very  willing  to  dif- 
patch  as  a  bufinefs  very  commendable  and  worthy 
to  be  taken  in  hand. 

For  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  his  Majefty  made  no 
other  anfwer,  but  that  he  hopeth  he  is  not  fo  un- 
mannerly, as  to  go  away  without  taking  leave  of  his 
Majefty. 

For  Sir  Robert  Manfell's  account,  his  Majefty 
faith  he  is  very  flow,  efpecially  being  but  a  fummarjr 
account,  and  that  he  promifed  to  bring  it  in  before: 
and  therefore  would  have  him  tied  to  the  day  he  hatJi 
now  fet,  without  any  farther  delay. 

(•)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

TJiir 
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Tliis  lafl:  his  Majeily  commanded  me  to  put  in 
after  I  had  written  and  figned  my  letter. 

V,'  J i.o"^'^^^  Lordiliip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Royflon,  the  I3th0f 
November,- i6iS.  Cj.  BUCKINGHAM. 


H 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

AVING  formerly  moved  your   Lordfhip  in 

the  bufinefs  of  this  bearer,    Mr.  Wyche,  of 

whom,  as  1  underftand,  your  LordHiip  hath  had  a 
fpecial  care  to  do  him  favour,  according  to  the  equi- 
ty of  his  caufe  j  now  feeing,  that  the  caufe  is  fhort- 
ly  to  be  heard,  I  have  thought  lit  to  continue  my 
recom.mendation  of  the  bufinefs  unto  you,  defiring 
your  Lordfhip  to  fnew  what  favour  you  lawfully 
may  unto  Mr.  Wyche,  according  as  the  juflnefs  of 
the  caufe  fhall  require  :  which  I  will  acknov/ledge  as 
a  courtefy  from  your  Lordfhip,  and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfiiip's  faithful  friend  andfervant, 

Newm^irket,  the  i8th 
ofNovember,  1618.  G.    BUCKINGHAM. 

To  the  Lord  C  h  a  n  c  e  l  l  o  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  SEND  your  Lordfhip  the  bill  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Hereford  and  Ltricefter,  pricked  and  figned  by  his 
Majefly,  who  hath  likewife  commanded  me  to  fend 
unto  your  Lordfhip  thefe  additions  of  inflru6tions, 
lent  unto  him  by  the  Surveyor  and  Receiver  ot  the 
Court  of  Wards  ;  wherein,  becaufe  he  knoweth  not 

C)  Hari.  MSS.  Vcl.  7006. 
fV;'  -.       2  what 
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ipvhat  to  preicribe  without  underflanding  what  ob- 
jedions  can  be  made,  his  pleafure  is,  that  your  Lord- 
fliip  advilc  and  coniider  of  them,  and  lend  him  your 
opinion  of  them,  that  he  may  then  take  fuch  courf<j 
therein,  as  fhall  be  fit. 

His  Majelly  commanded  me  to  give  you  thanks  for 
your  care  of  his  fervice  i  and  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  faithful  fervant, 

Newmarket,    2 2d 
of  November.  G.    BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorfed,  1618. 


'To   the   jvlarquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

WE  have  put  the  Declaration  (o)  touching  Ra- 
legh to  the  prefs  with  his  Majefty's  additions, 
which  were  very  material,  and  fit  to  proceed  from 
iiis  Majcfty. 

For  the  prifoners,  we  have  taken  an  account, 
given  a  charge,  and  put  fome  particulars  in  examin- 
ation for  punifliment  and  example. 

For  the  purfuivants,  we  ftaid  a  good  while  for  Sir 
Edv/ard  Coke's  health  ;  but  he  being  not  yet  come 
abroad,  we  have  entered  into  it  •,  and  we  find  faults, 
and  mean  to  feleft  cafes  for  example  :  but  in  this 
fwarm  of  priefts  and  recufants  wc  are  careful  not  to 
difcourage  in  general.  But  the  puniihment  of  fome, 
that  are  notorioufly  corrupt,  concerned  not  the  good, 
an4  will  keep  in  awe  thofe,  that  are  but  indifierent. 


(c)  Declaration  of  the  Demeanor  and  Carriage  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, Knight y  as  -ivell  in  his  Voyage,  as  in  and  fncc  his  return,  &C. 
printed  :^t  London,  1618,  in  Ato. 

The 
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The  balance  of  the  King's  eftate  is  in  hand,  whereof 
I  have  great  care,  but  no  great  help. 

The  fub-committees  for  tiie  feveral  branches  of 
treaRire  are  well  chofen  and  charged. 

This  matter  of  the  King's  '-itate  for  means  is  like 
a  quarry,  which  digs  and  works  hard  -,  but  then, 
when  1  confider  it  builcieth,  I  think  no  pains  too 
much  •,  and  after  term  it  (hall  be  my  chief  care. 

For  the  Mint,  by  my  next  I  will  give  account^- 
for  our  day  is  Wednefday. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfhip's 
November  22,  161 8. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane, 

Indorfed,  Of  coundl-bufmefs, 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

1  HAVING  underftood  by  Dr.  Steward,  that 
your  Lordlliip  hath  made  a  decree  againft  him  in 
the  Chancery,  which  he  tKinks  very  hard  for  him  to 
perform  -,  although  1  know  it  is  unufual  to  your 
Lordfhip  to  miake  any  alterations,  when  things  are 
fo  far  pad  :  yet  in  regard  I  owe  him  a  good  turn, 
which  I  know  not  now  how  to  perform  but  this  way, 
I  defire  your  Lordfhip,  if  there  be  any  place  left  for 
mitigation,  your  Lordfhip  would  fhew  him  what 
favour  you  may,  for  my  fake,  in  his  defires,  which  I 
flDaii  be  ready  to  acknowledge  as  a  great  courtefy 
done  unto  myfelf  j  and  will  ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,    the   2d  ^     -n 

cf  Decemb.  1618.  G.   B  U  C  KI  N  G  H  AM. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.7006. 

To 
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^0  the  Lord    Ch  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  hoTiourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  wricten  a  letter  unto  your  Lordfhip, 
which  will  be  delivered  unto  you  in  behalf  of  Dr.' 
Steward  ;  and  befides,  have  thought  fit  to  ufe  all 
freedom  with  you  in  that,  as  in  other  things  ;  and 
therefore  have  thought  fit  to  tell  you,  that  he  being 
a  man  of  very  good  reputation,  and  a  ftout  man,  that 
will  not  yield  to  any  tiling,  wherein  he  conceiveth 
any  hard  courie  againft  him,  I  ihould  be  forry  he 
fhould  make  any  complaint  againft  you.  And  there- 
fore, if  you  can  advife  of  any  courfe,  how  you  may  be 
eafed  of  that  burden,  and  freed  from  his  complaint, 
without  fhew  of  any  fear  of  him,  or  any  thing  he 
can  fay,  I  will  be  ready  to  join  with  you  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  thereof:  And  fo  defiring  you  to  excufe 
the  long  ftay  of  your  man,  I  reft 

'*■    Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervanty 

From  Newmarket,  3d  of 

December,  1618.  G.  B  U  C  KI  N  GUAM, 


'To  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

V^ESTERNIGHT   we  difpatched    the  Lord 
A     Ridgev/ay's   ac-.ount.      Good  fervice  is  done. 
Seven  or  eip-lii  aio  nand  pounds  are  coming  to  the 
King,  and  a  gooo  precedent  iet  for  accounts. 

There  came  to  the  feal  about  a  fortnight  fince  a 
ftrangc  bjc':  paiTed  by  Mr.  Attorney  to  one  Mr. 
Hall  \  and  it  is  to  make  fubjeds  (for  fo  is  deniza- 

(*)  Harl.  MSS,   Vol.  7006. 
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tion,)  and  this  to  go  to  a  private  ufe,  till  fome  thou- 
fand  pounds  be  made  of  it.  The  number  one  hun- 
dred denizens.  And  whereas  all  books  of  that  na- 
ture had  an  exception  of  merchants  (which  im- 
porteth  the  King  not  much  in  his  cuftoms  only,  for 
that  is  provided  for  in  the  book,  but  many  other 
ways)  this  takes  in  merchants  and  all.  I  acquainted 
the  commiflioners  with  it,  and  by  one  confent  it  is 
ftayed.  But  let  me  counfel  his  Majeily  to  grant 
forth  a  commiflion  of  this  nature,  lb  to  raife  money 
for  himfelf,  being  a  flower  of  the  crown  :  and  Hall 
may  be  rewarded  out  of  it ;  and  it  would  be  to  prin- 
cipal perfons,  that  it  may  be  carried  v/ith  eledion 
and  difcretion,  whom  to  admit  to  denization,  and 
whom  not. 

God  ever  blefs  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfhip's  mofl  faithful, 

and  oblicred  friend  and  fervant,' 

December  S,  i6i<^. 

Fr  .  V£  R  U  L  A M ,    Ca^fC^ 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  THANK  your  Lordfhip  for  the  favour^  whicb^ 
I  underfland.  Sir  Francis  Englefyld  hath  received 
from  your  Lord/hip  upon  my  laft  letter,  whereuiito 
I  defire  your  Lordfhip  to  add  this  one  favour  more 
(which  is  the  fame,  that  I  underftand  your  Lordfhip 
granted  him  at  Chriftmafs  laft)  to  give  him  liberty, 
for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  to  follow  his  bufmefs  in 
jiis  own  perfon  ;  v/hereby  he  may  bring  it  to  tha 
more  fpeedy  end,  putting  in  fecurity,  according  to 
the  ordinary  courfe,  to  render  himfelf  prilbner  again, 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Yol.  7006. 

as 


Lord  Chancellcr  BACON.  191 

a5  foon  as  that  time  is  expired  :  which  is  all  thar  I 

defire   for  him,  and  in  which  I   will   acknowledge 

your  Lordlhip's  favour  towards  him  ;  and  ever  reit . 

Your  LordnVip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

N'ewmarket,    the  loth 

ofDecemb.  1618.  G.  Buckingham. 


To  the  Af^'rqms  cf  R  u  c  K  i  n  c  H  a  M. 
My  very  good  Lord, 

I  SEND  you  herev/ith  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which 
we,  the  commiiTioners  for  Ormonde's  caufe,  hav^ 
Avritten  to  the  Deputy^  of  Ireland,  according  to  his 
MajefLy's  pleafure  fignified  by  Sir  Francis  Blimdell ; 
which  J  humbly  defire  his  Majefly  would  perufe, 
that,  if  it  do  not  attain  his  meaning,'  as  w^e  conveyed 
it,  we  may  fecond  it  v/ith  a  new  letter. 

We  have  appointed  Monday  ^morning  for  thefe 
Mint  bufinefles,  referred  by  his  Majefty  to  certain 
commifTioners,  and  we  will  carry  \x.f:nejirepitu, 
,^The  patent  touching  Guinea  and  Bynny  for  the 
trade  of  gold,  ilaid  firft  by  myfelf,  and  after  by  his 
Majefly's  commandment,  v/e  have  now  fettled  by 
conlent  of  all  parties. 

^  Mr.  Attorney,  by  my  dire6lion,  hath  made,  uporv 
his  inform.ation  exhibited  into  the  Star-Chamber,  a 
thundering  motion  againft  the  tranfportation  of  gold 
by  the  Dutch  ;  which  all  the  town  is  glad  of;  and  I 
have  granted  divers  writs  01  ne  escct  regnufn^  accord- 
ing to  his  Majefty's  warrant. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  keeps  in  ftii!,  and  we  have  mifi; 
of  him  ;  but  I  fupply  it  as  I  may  by  my  farther  dili- 
gence.    God  ever  blefs  you  and  keep  you. 

Your  Loi-dfiiip's  mod  faithful  and 

bounden  friend  and  fervanr, 

December  11,  \6i9., 

Fr  ,  Ve  R  tj  L  A  M,  Cane, 
I  forger 
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I  forget  not  your  Do6lor's  (p)  matter.  I  fhall  fpeak 
with  him  to-day,  having  received  your  Lordfhip's 
letter ;  and  what  is  pofiible,  ihall  be  done.  I  pray 
pardon  my  fcribbiing  in  hafte. 

To  the  Lord  Chan  c  e  llor  (*). 

My  honourable  I  ord, 

1HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefly  with  your  letters^ 
who  is  very  well  pleafed  with  your  care  of  hia 
fcrvice,  in  making  ilay  of  the  grant  of  denizens  upon 
the  reafon  you  alle.ige,  whereof  his  Majefly  v/ill 
Ipeak  farther  with  you  at  his  return. 

The  letter,  which  you  fent  me  about  my  Lord  of 
Ormonde's  fon,  is  not  according  to  his  Majefty's 
meaning ;  but  I  would  have  you  frame  another  to 
my  Lord  Deputy  to  this  purpofe  :  "  That  his  Majefly 
*'  having  feen  a  letter  of  his  to  Sir  Francis  Blundeli, 
*'  advertifmg,  that  the  Earl  of  Ormonde's  fon,  and 
*'  fome  other  of  his  kindred,  did  vidlual  and  fortify 
*'  their  houfes  ;  his  Majefty  hath  thereupon  com- 
**  manded  you  to  write  unto  him,  that  if  the  ground 
*'  of  his  information  be  true  (which  he  may  beft 
"  know,)  that  then  he  fend  for  the  faid  Earl's 
**  fon,  and  the  principal  of  his  kindred,  to  appear 
*'  before  him  :  and  if  they  appear,  and  give  him 
*'  fatisfadion,  it  is  well  •,  but  if  they  refufe  to  ap- 
"  pear,  or  give  him  not  fatisfadlion,  though  they 
*'  appear  *,  that  then  he  aiTemble  what  forces  he  can, 
*'  be  they  never  fo  few,  and  go  againll  them,  that 
**  he  may  crufh  the  rebellion  in  the  egg." 

I  have  remembered  his  Majefly,  as  I  promifed 
your  Lordfhip,  about  the  naming  you  for  a  com- 
mifiioner  to  treat  with  the  Hollanders  :  But  befides 
that  you  have  fo  many  bujQneffes,  both  of  the  Star- 

(p)  Steward's.     See  above,  p.  i88. 
C)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  -ccd. 
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Chamber,  and  others  in  the  term-time,  when  this 
mull  be  attended  as  well  as  in  th^  vacation,  whereby 
this  would  be  either  too  great  a  toil  to  you,  Jr  a 
hindrance  to  his  Majeily*s  fervke  ;  he  thinketh  it 
could  not  ftand  with  the  honour  of  your  place  to  be 
balanced  with  thofe,  that  are  fent  from  the  ftate    fo 
far  unequal  to  his  Majefly,  and  being  them^Ves 
•none  of  the  greateil  of  the  frate.     1  herefore  his 
Majefty  holdeth  it  not  fit  or  worthy  of  you  to  put 
you  into  fuch  an  employment,  in  which  none  of  vour 
predeceflbrs,  or  any  of  the  chief  Counfeilors,  have 
been  ever  ufed  in  this  kind,  but  oiily  in  a  treafy  of 
marriage  or  conciufion  of  a  peace  ;  as  when  the  Con- 
Itable  of  Caftiie  was  here,  when  the  commimoners 
on  both  fides  had  their  authority  under  tht  great  feal 
^F  either  kingdom,  with  dired  relaaon  to  their  So- 
vereigns, far  differing  from  this  commifTion,  which 
is  now  given  to  thefe  men,  and  wh^reunto  iiis  Ma- 
jefty IS  to  frame  the  courfe  of  his.      As  for  the  p^rt 
which    concerneth   Scodand,    the   choice    hath^  not 
been  made  of  the  Chancellor  or  Archbiiliop  of  St 
Andrew's,  but  of  men  nearer  the  rank  of  thofe,  that 
come  hither  to  treat.     As  yet  his  Majeily  de^yeth 
to  give  any  commiffion  at  all,  becaufe  lie  would  firi- 
be  intormed  from  the  Lords,  both  of  the  points  and 
form  of  their  commufTion,  which  his  iMajefty  hitherto 
underflandeth  to  be,  v/ith  authority  to  over-rule  and 
direft  their  merchants  in  what  they  DiaJl  think  fir  ^ 
which  if  it  be  fo,  then  his  Majefi:y  holdeth  it  fit' 
for  his  part,  to  appoint  the  whole  body  of  the  coun' 
til  v/ith  hke  power  over  his  merchants.     As  for  me, 
I  fhall  be  ever  ready  upon  any  occauon  to  Incw  inyfclf 

Your  Lordlbip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,  the  14th  of 

December,  161 8.  G.   B  U  C  K  I  N  G  H  A  M. 


1^4  LETTERS,  i^c.  of 


To  the  Lady  Clifford. 

My  good  Lady  and  coufin, 

I  SHALL  not  be  wanting  in  anything,  that  may 
exprefs  my  good  affection  and  wilhes  towards 
your  Ladyfhip,  being  fo  near  unto  me,  and  the 
daughter  of  a  father,  to  whom  I  was  in  the  paffages 
of  my  fortune  much  obliged.  So  v/ith  my  loving 
commendations,  in  the  midil  of  bufmefs,  I  reft 

Your  affedionate  kinfman  and  affured  friend, 

York-houfe,   this  25th 

of  Januar)',  1618.  Fr.   VerulAM,   Canc. 


To  the  Lord  Ch  an  ce  llor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

LEST  my  often  writing  may  make  your  Lordfhip 
conceive,  that  this  letter  hath  been  drawn  from 
you  by  importunity,  I  have  thought  fit,  for  prevent- 
ing of  any  fuch  conceit,  to  let  your  Lordfhip  know, 
that  S'v:  John  Wentworth,  whofe  bufmefs  I  now  re- 
commend, is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  eileem  in  more 
than  an  ordinary  degree.  And  therefore  I  defire 
your  Lordlhip  to  fhew  him  what  favour  you  can  for 
my  fake  in  his  fuit,  which  his  Majelly  hath  referred 
to  your  Lordlhip  :  which  I  will  acknowledge  as  a 
courtefy  unto  me,  and  reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Newmarket,  Janua- 
ry 26,  161S.  G.  Buckingham, 

(*)  Harl.  MS3.  Vol.  7006. 
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^0  the  Lord    C  h  an  c  e  llo  r  (*), 

My  honourable  Lordj 

1  BEING  defired  by  a  fpecial  friend  of  mine  to 
recommend  unto  your  Lordfhip's  favour  the 
cafe  of  this  petitioner,  have  thought  fit  to  defire  you, 
for  my  fake,  to  fhew  him  all  the  favour  vou  may  in 
this  his  defire,  as  you  fhali  find  it  in  reafon'to  defervej 
which  I  fhali  take  as  a  courtefy  from  your  Lordlliip, 
and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant^ 

G.  Buckingham, 

I  thank  your  Lordfliip  for  your  favour  to  Sir  John 
Wentworth,  in  the  dilpatch  of  his  bufinefs. 

Newmarket,  March  15,  161 8. 

^0  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Moft  honourable  Lord, 

IT  may  pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  there  was  With  me 
this  day  one  Mr.  Richard  White,  who  hath  fpenc 
fome  little  time  at  Florence^  and  is  now  gone  into 
England*  He  tells  mc,  that  Galileo  had  anfwered 
your  difcourfe  concerning  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
fea,  and  was  fending  it  unto  me  ;  but  that  Mr.  White 
hindered  him,  becaufe  his  anfwer  was  grounded  upon 
afalfe  fuppofition,  namely,  that  there  was  in  the  ocean 
a  full  fea  but  once  in  twenty-four  hours.  But  now 
I  will  call  upon  Galileo  again.     This  Mr.  White  is  a 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006, 
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difcreet  and  underftanding  gentleman,  though  he 
feem  a  little  foft,  if  not  flow ;  and  he  hath  in  his 
hands  all  the  works,  as  I  take  it,  of  Galileo,  fome 
printed,  and  fome  unprinted.  He  hath  his  difcourfe 
of  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea,  which  was  never 
printed  •,  as  alfo  a  difcourfe  of  the  mixture  of  metals. 
Thofe,  vv^hich  are  printed,  in  his  hand  are  thefe  :  the 
Nwachis  ftdereus  •,  the  Macchie  folari^  and  a  third 
Belle  Cofe^  che  ftanno  fu  I'acqua,  by  occafion  of  a  dif- 
putation,  that  was  amongft  learned  men  in  Florence 
about  that,  which  Archimedes  wrote,  de  infidentibus 
humido, 

I  have  conceived,  that  your  Lordfliip  would  not 
be  forry  to  fee  thefe  difcourfes  of  that  man  -,  and 
therefore  I  have  thought  it  belonging  to  my  fervice 
to  your  Lordfliip  to  give  him  a  letter  of  this  date, 
though  it  will  not  be  there  fo  foon  as  this.  The 
gentleman  hath  no  pretence  or  buflnefs  before  your 
Lordfliip,  but  is  willing  to  do  your  Lordfliip  all 
humble  fervice  •,  and  therefore,  both  for  this  reafon, 
as  alfo  upon  my  humble  requefl:,  I  befeech  your 
Lordfliip  to  beftow  a  countenance  of  grace  upon  him. 
1  am  beholden  to  this  gentleman ;  and,  if  your 
Lordfliip  fnall  vouchfafe  to  aflc  him  of  me,  I  fliall 
receive  honour  by  it.  And  I  mofl:  humbly  do  your 
Lordfliip  reverence. 

Your  Lordfliip's  mofl:  obliged  fervant, 

Bruffels,  from  mv  r^  1^  k 

bed,  the  1 4th  of  TOBIE  MATTHEW, 

April,  16 19. 

To  the  Lord  Chan  c  e  llo  r  (*). 
My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  Majefl:y  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  unto 
your  Lordfliip,  that  it  is  his  pleafure  you  put 
off  the  hearing  of  the  caufe   between  Sir  Arthur 

(*)  Harl.  MSS,  Vol.  7006. 
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Manwaring  and  Gabriel  Dennis  till  toward  the  end 
of  the  term  ;  becaufe  his  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  be  at  the  hearing  thereof  himfelf.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Roy  lion,.    April 

13,  1619.  G.  Buckingham. 


To  the  Lord  Chanctllor,  and  Sir  L, ton "el 
Tan  F 1 E  LD,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  (*). 

My  Lords, 

HIS  Majefty  having  been  moved  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy's  AmbafTador  in  the  behalf  of  Philip  Ber- 
nardi,  v/hom  he  is  to  fend  about  fome  fpecial  em- 
ployment over  the  feas  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  that, 
before  his  going,  the  bufinefs  mentioned  in  this  pe- 
tition may  be  ended,  hath  commanded  me  to  re- 
commend the  fame  unto  your  Lordftiips  care,  that 
with  all  expedition  the  caufe  may  be  heard  and  ended 
by  your  Lordftiips,  according  to  his  Majefty's  re- 
ference ;  or  left  to  the  determination  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  where  it  is  depending,  and  where  the 
party  affureth  himifelf  of  a  fpeedy  end.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordftiips  very  affured  friend 

at  command, 

Royilon,  the  19th  of 

April,  1619.  G.  Buckingham. 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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To  the  Marquis  ^/Buck-InghaM' 


My  very  good  Lord, 

I  THINK   fit  to  let   your  Lordfhip  underftand 
what  paired  yeftcrday  in  the  Star-Chamber  touch- 
ing Suffolk's  (f)  bufinefs. 

There  came  to  me  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  in 
the  inner  chamber,  and  told  me,  that  my  Lord  of 
Suffolk  defired  to  be  heard  by  his  council  at  the 
*  fitting  of  the  court,  becaufe  it  v/as  pen  *  *  *  him. 

I  marvelled  I  heard  not  of  it  by  Mr.  Attorney, 
who  ihould  have  let  me  know  as  much,  that  I  might 
not  be  taken  on  the  fudden  in  a  caufe  of  that  weight, 

I  called  prefently  Mr.  Attorney  to  me,  and  afked 
him.,  whether  he  knew  of  the  motion,  and  what  it 
was,  and  how  he  was  provided  to  anfwer  it.  He 
fignified  to  me,  that  my  Lord  would  defire  to  have 
the  commifTion  for  examinations  in  Ireland  to  be  re- 
turnable in  Michaelmafs  term.  I  faid,  it  might  not 
be,  and  prefently  drew  the  council,  then  prefent,  to 
m.e,  and  made  Mr.  Attorney  repeat  to  them  the 
pafiages  pafc,  and  fettled  it,  that  the  commiffion 
ihould  be  returnable  the  firfl  day  of  the  next  term, 
and  then  republication  granted,  that  it  might,  if 
accidents  of  wind  and  weather  permit,  come  to  hear- 
ing in  the  term.  And  upon  motion  in  open  court  it 
was  ordered  accordingly. 


(p)  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  had  been  made 
Lord  Treafurcr  in  1614.  Ke  was  accufed  of  feveral  mifde- 
meanors  in  that  office,  together  with  his  Lady,  and  Sir  John 
Bingley,  his  Ladyfhip's  agent;  and  an  information  preferred 
againil  them  all  in  the  Star- Chamber^ 

God 
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God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you.     I  pray  God 
this  great  eafterly  wind  agree  well  with  his  Majefty. 

Your  Lordfhip's  mofl  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

May  6,   16 19. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

Indorfed,  Sent  by  Sir  Gilbert  Houghton. 

fo  the  Marquis  c/  B u c ki n c h a M. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  AM  much  bounden  to  his  Majefty,  and  Hkewife 
to  your  Lordfhip.  I  fee,  by  the  late  accelTes  I 
have  had  with  his  Majefty,  and  now  by  his  royal  and 
real  favour  (^),  that  he  loveth  me,  and  acknowledgeth 
me  for  the  fervant,  that  I  am,  or  cleftre  to  be.  This 
in  me  muft  turn  to  a  great  alacrity  to  honour  and 
ferve  him  with  a  mind  lefs  troubled  and  divided. 
And  for  your  Lordftiip,  my  affedtion  may  and  doth 
daily  receive  addition,  but  cannot,  nor  never  could, 
receive  alteration.  I  pray  prefent  my  humble  thanks 
to  his  Majefty  •,  and  I  am  very  glad  his  health  con- 
firmeth  •,  and  I  hope  to  fee  him  this  fummer  at  Gor- 
hambury :  There  is  fweet  air  as  any  is.  God  pre- 
ferve and  profper  you  both.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant. 

May  9,  1619. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cam. 

{q)  probably  the  grant  made  to  him  about  this  time  of  1200 1, 
a  year. 
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Minute  cf  a  LetUr  to  the  Count  Pa  l  a  t  i  n  e  of  the 

PJolne, 

Monfeigneur, 

JE  me  tiens  a  grand  honneur,  qu'il  plaifc  a  voftre 
Alteffe  de  me  cognoiflre  pour  eel,  que  je  fuis,  ou 
pour  le  moins  voucirois  eilre,  envers  vous  et  voftre 
fervice  :  et  m'eflimeray  heureux,  fi  par  mes  Confeih 
auprcs  du  Roy,  ou  autre  devoir,  je  pourroy  contri- 
buer  a  voftre  grandeur,  dont  il  femble  que  Dieu  vous 
a  bafti  de  belles  occafions,  ayant  en  contemplation 
voftre  tres-llluftre  perfonne,  non  feulement  comme 
tres-cher  allie  de  mon  maiftre,  mais  aufli,  comme  le 
meilleur  appui,  api-es  les  Roys  de  Grande  Bretagne, 
de  la  plus  faine  partie  de  la  Chreftienete. 

Je  ne  puis  aufti  palTer  fous  filence  la  grande  raifon, 
que  voftre  AltefTe  fait  a  voftre  propre  honneur  en 
choifiiftant  tels  Confeilleurs  et  Miniftres  d'Eftat, 
comme  fe  monftre  tres-bien  eftre  Monfteur  le  Baron  de 
Dhona  et  Mcnfieur  de  Pleften,  eftants  perfonages  fi 
graves,  diferetes  et  habiles  \  en  quoy  voftre  jugement 
reluidl  aflez.. 

Voftre  AltefTe  de  voftre  grace  excufera  la  faulte 
de  mon  language  Francois,  ayant  efte  tant  verfe  es 
vielles  Loix  de  Normandie  :  mais  le  coeur  ftipplera 
la  plume,  en  priant  Dieu  de  vous  tenir  en  fa  digne 
et  faincle  garde,^ 

Monfeigneur, 
De  voftre  AltefTe  le  plus  humble 

et  plus  afredlionne  ferviteur^ 
liidorfed,  May  13,   1619. 
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To  the  Lord   Ch  a  n  c  e  l  l  q  r  (*), 


My  honourable  Lord, 


H 


I S  Majefly  was  pleafed/at  the  fuit  of  fome,  wha 
have  near  relation  to  me,  to  grant  a  licenfe 
for  tranfportation  of  butter  out  of  Wales  unto  one 
Lewis  and  Williams,  who  in  confideration,  that  the 
patent  fhould  be  paffed  in  their  names,  entered  into 
articles  for  the  performance  of  certain  conditions 
agreed  upon  between  them,  which,  now  that  the 
patent  is  under  the  great  feal,  they  utterly  refufe  to 
perform.  My  defire  therefore  to  your  Lordfhip  is, 
that  you  would  call  the  faid  Lewis  and  Williams  be- 
fore you,  with  the  other  parties,  or  fome  of  them, 
who  fhall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  attend  your  Lord- 
fhip ;  and  out  of  your  confideration  of  the  matter, 
according  to  equity,  to  take  fuch  courfe  therein,  that 
either  the  faid  agreement  may  be  performed  ;  or  that 
they,  which  refufe  it,  may  receive  no  benefit  of  the 
patent ;  which  upon  reafon  thereof  was  paiTed  in  their 
names.  And  herein  I  defire  your  Lordlhip  to  make 
w^hat  expedition  you  can  ;  becaufe  now  is  the  feafon 
to  make  provifion  of  the  butter,  that  for  this  year 
is  to  be  tranfported,  whereof  they  take  advantage  to 
iland  out.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Greenwich,   May 

Mj  1619.  G.  Buckingham^ 


(*)  Harl.  MSS,  Vol.  7006. 
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7*0  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THOUGH  it  be  nothing,  and  all  is  but  duty; 
yet  I  pray  fhew  his  Majefly  the  paper  inclofed, 
that  his  Majefly  may  fee,  how  careful  his  poor  fer- 
vant  is  upon  every  emergent  occafion  to  do  him  what 
honour  ht  can.  The  motion  made  in  court  by  the 
King's  ferjeant.  Crew  (^),  that  the  declaration  might 
be  made  parcell  of  the  record,  and  that  I  hear  other- 
wife  of  the  great  fatisfadlion  abroad,  encourageth  me 
to  let  his  Majefty  know  what  palTed. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you  both. 

Your  Lordfhip's  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

Indorfed,  June  2^^  1619, 
My  Lord  to  my  Lord  Marquis^  inclojing  the  form  of  a 
declaration  ufed  in  point  of  acknowledgment   in  the 
Lady  Exeter* s  (r)  caufe. 


Ho  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  PURPOSED  to  have  feen  you  to  day,  and  re- 
ceive your  commandments  before  the  progrefs. 
But  I  came  not  to  London  till  it  was  late,  and  found 

(^)  Sir  Randolph  Crew,  made  Chief  Juflice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  January  26,  1624. 

(r)  Counters  of  Exeter,  accufed  of  inceft  and  other  crimes  by 
the  Lady  Lake,  wife  of  Secretary  Lake,  and  their  daughter  the 
i^ady  Roos. 

2  you 
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yon  were  gone  before  I  came.  Neverthelefs,  I 
would  not  fail  to  let  your  Lordfhip  underftand,  that 
as  I  find  every  day  more  and  m.ore  occafions,  v/here- 
by  you  bind  me  to  you  ;  lb  this  morning  the  King  of 
himfelf  did  tell  me  fome  teftimony,  that  your  Lord- 
Ihip  gave  of  me  to  his  Majefty  even  now,  when  you 
went  from  him,  of  fo  great  affediion  and  commenda- 
tion (for  I  mud  afcribe  your  commendation  to  affec- 
tion, being  above  my  merit)  as  I  muft  do  contrary 
to  that,  that  painters  do  j  for  they  defire  to  make 
the  pidure  to  the  life,  and  I  mufl  endeavour  to  make 
the  life  to  the  picture,  it  hath  pleaied  you  to  make 
fo  honourable  a  defcription  of  me.  I  can  be  but 
your's,  and  defire  to  better  myfelf,  that  1  may  be  of 
more  worth  to  fuch  an  owner. 

I  hope  to  give  the  King  a  good  account  of  my 
time  this  vacation. 

If  your  Lordfhip  pafs  back  by  London,  I  defire 
to  wait  on  you,  and  difcourie  a  little  with  you  :  if 
not,  my  prayers  fhall  go  progrefs  with  you,  and  my 
letters  attend  you,  as  occafion  ferveth. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfhip's  mofl  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

July  19,   1619, 

Fr.  VpRULAM,  Cane, 


^0  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  day,  according  to  the  firfl  appointment, 
I  thought  to  have  waited  upon  his  Majefly, 
and  to  have  given  him  an  account  of  my  cares  and 
preparations  for  his  fervice,  which  is  my  progrefs. 
And  therefore,  fince  his  coming  to  Windfor  is  pro- 
longed. 
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longed,  I  thought  to  keep  day  by  letter,  praying 
your  Lordfhip  to  commend  my  moft  humble  fervice 
to  his  Majefty,  and  to  let  him  know,  that  fince  I  fee 
his  Majefty  doth  me  the  honour,  as  to  rely  upon 
my  care  and  fervice,  I  lofe  no  time  in  that,  which 
may  pertain  thereunto.  I  fee  the  ftraits,  and  I  fee 
the  way  out  •,  and  what  lieth  in  one  man,  whom  he 
hath  made  great,  and  trained,  fhall  not  be  wanting. 
And  I  hope,  if  God  give  me  life  for  a  year  or  two, 
to  give  his  Majefty  caufe  to  think  of  me  fevcn  years 
after  I  am  dead. 

I  am  glad  the  time  approacheth,  when  I  fhall 
have  the  happinefs  to  kifs  his  Majefty's  hands,,  and 
to  embrace  your  Lordftiip,  ever  reftirrg 

YourLordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

York-houfe,  Aug.  t-       Tr  ^ 

28,  1619.  -tR-  Yerulam,  Canu 


^0  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  Majefty,  upon  a  petition  delivered  by  Mr^ 
Thomas  Digby,  wherein  he  complaineth  of 
great  wrongs  done  unto  him,  hath  been  pleafed,  for 
his  mor€  fpeedy  relief  and  redrefs,  if  it  prove  as  he 
alledgeth,  to  refer  the  confideration  thereof  unta  l| 
your  Lordftiip.  And  becaufe  he  is  a  gentleman, 
whom  I  have  long  knowa  and  loved,  I  could  not  but 
add  my  defire  to  your  Lordiliip,  that,  if  you  find  he 
kath  been  wronged,   you  would  do  him  fo  much 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 
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favour,  as  to  give  him  fuch  remedy,  as  the  equity  of 
his  cafe  may  require.     For  which  I  will  ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Royfton,  Oaob.  8, 

1619.  G.  Bug  K  I  N  c  H  AM. 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

1H AVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter, 
who  hath  given  order  to  Mr.  Secretar)^  Calvert  to 
fignify  his  pleafure  for  the  proceeding  in  that  bufi- 
nefs,  whereof  you  write,  without  any  farther  delay, 
as  your  Lordfhip  will  more  fully  underfland  by  Mr. 
Secretary,  who  for  that  purpofe  is  to  return  to  Lon- 
don againft  the  day  of  hearing. 

I  have  no  anfwer  to  make  to  your  former  letter, 
and  will  add  no  more  to  this,  but  that  his  Majefty 
hath  a  great  confidence  in  your  care  of  his  fervicc. 
And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordftiip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Rpyflon,  Oclob.  lo, 

1619.  G.  Buckingham. 

liidorfed. 
Shewing  his  Majejlfs  acceptation  of  your  Lordjhip's 
<:are^  in  particular  in  the  buftnefs  againft  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk, 

n  HarL  MSS.   Vol.  7006. 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lordj 

AFTE  R  my  laft  letter  yefterday,  we  entered  into 
conference,  touching  the  Suffolk  caufe,  myfelf, 
and  the  commiffioners,  and  the  two  Chief  Juflices  (j). 
The  fruit  of  this  conference  is,  that  we  all  conceive 
the  proceedings  againft  my  Lord  himfelf  to  be,  not 
only  juft  and  honourable,  but  in  fome  principal  parts 
plaufible  in  regard  of  the  public  ;  as  namely,  thofe 
three  points,  which  touch  upon  the  ordnance,  the 
army  of  Ireland,  and  the  money  of  the  cautionary 
towns  ;  and  the  two  Chief  Juilices  are  firm  in  it. 

I  did  alfo  in  this  caufe,  by  the  affent  of  my  Lords, 
remove  a  part  •,  for  Mr.  Attorney  had  laid  it  upon 
Serjeant  Davies  (/)  to  open  the  information,  which 
is  that,  which  gives  much  life  or  coldnefs  to  the 
caufe.  But  I  will  have  none  but  trained  men  in  this 
caufe  ;  and  I  cannot  forget,  that  the  allotting  of  the 
opening  of  the  information  in  this  caufe  of  the  Dutch 
(I  mean  the  main  caufe)  to  a  mean  fellow,  one 
Hughes,  did  hurt,  and  was  never  well  recovered. 

By  my  next  I  will  write  of  the  King's  eftate  :  and 
I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Odeber  14,  16 19. 

Fr.  VerulaM,  Cancs 

(i)  Sit  Henry  Montagu  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir  Henry 
Hobart  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

(/)  Sir  John  Davies,  atithor  of  Nofce  feipfumy  knighted  in  Fe- 
bruary, i6o7,  and  made  Serjeant  at  Law  in  161 2.  He  had  been 
Attorney  General  of  Ireland. 
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My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  morning  the  Duke  («)  came  to  me,  and 
told  me  the  King's  caufc  was  yefterday  left  fair; 
and  if  ever  there  were  a  time  for  my  Lord  of  Suffolk's 
fubmiflion,  it  was  now  j  and  that,  if  my  Lord  of 
Suffolk  fhould  come  into  the  court,  and  openly  ac- 
knowledge his  delinquency,  he  thought  it  was  a  thing 
confiderable.  My  anfwer  was,  I  would  not  meddle 
in  it  -,  and,  if  I  did,  it  mufl  be  to  diffuade  any  fuch 
courfe  ^  for  that  all  would  be  but  a  play  upon  the 
ftage,  if  juftice  wxnt  not  on  in  the  right  courfe.  This 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  let  the  King  know  by  your 
Lordfhip. 

I  cannot  exprefs  the  care  I  hare  had  of  this  caufe 
in  a  number  of  circumftances  and  difcretions,  which, 
though  they  may  feem  but  fmall  matters,  yet  they 
do  the  bufinefs,  and  guide  it  right. 

God  ever  keep  your  Lordfhip. 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 
OClober  li,  1619. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cofjc. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

AM  doubly  bounden  to  the  King  for  his  Majefty's 
truft  and  acceptation  ;  whereof  the  one  I  will  ne- 
ver deceive  ^  the  other,  though  I  cannot  deferve,  yet 

(«)  Lo3o\vick,  Duke  of  Lennox.  He  was  created  Duke  of 
Richmond,  May  17,   1623;  and  died  Februarv'  u,  162^. 

I  will 
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I  will  do  my  beft,  and  perhaps  as  much  as  another 
man. 

This  day  the  evidence  went  well ;  for  the  Sollici- 
tor{w)  did  his  part  fubflantially  :  and,  a  little  to  warm 
the  bufmefs,  when  the  mifemployment  of  treafure, 
which  had  relation  to  the  army  of  Ireland,  was 
handled,  I  fpake  a  word,  that  he,  that  did  draw  or  milk 
treafure  from  Ireland,  did  not  emklgere^  milk  money^ 
but  blood.  But  this  is  but  one  of  the  little  things, 
that  I  wrote  of  before. 

The  King,  under  pardon,  muft:  come  hither  with 
two  refolutions  ;  the  one,  to  remit  all  importunity, 
touching  this  caufe,  to  the  Lords  in  Court  of  Juftice; 
the  other,  to  purfue  the  defigns  firft  taken  at  Wind- 
for,  and  then  at  Hampton-Court,  for  his  commiflion 
of  treafury  :  wherein  I  do  my  part,  and  it  is  reafona- 
bly  well  ^  but  better  would  it  be,  if  inftruments 
were  not  impediments.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant^ 

October  27,  Wedneftiay. 

Fr.  VerulaMj  Canc^ 

Friday  will  not  end  rhe  bufmefs ;  for  to-morroW- 
Vill  but  go  through  with  the  King's  evidence*    -  *V^ 

^0  the  Lord  Ch  an  c  ellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

THIS  bearer,    a  Frenchman  belonging  to  the 
AmbafTador,  having  put  an  Englifhman  in  fuit 
for  fome  matters  between  them,  is  much  hindered 

{iv)  Sir  Thomas  Coventry,  afterwards  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006,  -  -  "^  . 
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and  moleftcd  by  often  removing  of  the  caufe  from 
one  court  to  another.     Your  Lordfhip  knows,  that 
the  French  are  not  acquainted  with  our  manner  of 
proceedings  in  the  law,  and  mull  therefore  be  io-no- 
rant  of  the  remedy  in  fuch  a  cafe.     His  courfe  w?s  to 
his  Majefty ;  but  J  thought  it  more  proper,  that  vour 
Lordihip  would  be  pleafcd  to  hear  and  underfrand  rhis 
cafe  fitjm  himfelf,  and  then  to  advife  and  take  order 
tor  his  rehef,  as  your  Lordihip  in  your  v^ifdom  fhall 
think  fit.     So  commending  him  to  your  honourable 
fevour,  I  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  faithful  friend  and  fer\'anr, 

Royflon,     27  th   of 
Oaober,    1619.  G.    BuCKIXGKAMi 

Your  LordfLip  lliall  do  well  to  be  informed  of 
every  particular,  becaufe  his  Majefty  will  have  ac  = 
count  of  it  at  his  coming. 

To  she  Lord   C  h  a  n  c  e  l  i:  0  r  (*V 
My  honourable  Lord, 

T  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter, 
X  who  commanded  me  to  give  your  Lord'ihip  thanks 
tor  your  fpeed  in  advertifmg  thofe  things,  that  pafs, 
and  for  the  great  care  he  feeth  you  ever  have  of  his 
icrvice. 

I  fend  your  Lordfhip  back  the  bill  of  Sheriffs  for 
Suffex,  wherein  his  Majefty  hath  pricked  the  firft 
as  your  Lordftiip  wiftied.  * 

His  Majefty  would  not  have  vou  omit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  fo  grofs  an  over-fight  in  the  Judges,  to  ad- 
monifh  them  ot  their  neghgence  in  fuftcrin^r  fuch  a 
ttiing    to   come  to  his  Majefty,    which  needed  his 

(*)  Hvl.  MSS.  Vol.  7cg6. 

^  amending 
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amending  aftenvard  :  and  withall,  to  let  them  know, 
that  his  Majefty  obfervcth,  that  every  year  they  grow 
more  and  more  carelefs  of  prefenting  fit  men  unto 
him  for  that  place  ,  and  that  you  advife  them  to  be 
more  wary  hereafter,  that  they  may  give  his  Majefty 
better  fatisfadion.     And  fo  1  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  fathful  friend  and  fervant, 

Royfton,  November 

i^,  1619.  G.  Buckingham. 


To  the   Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  day  afternoon,  upon  our  meeting  in  coun- 
cil, we  have  planed  thofe  rubs  and  knots, 
which  were  mentioned  in  my  laft,  whereof  I  thought 
good  prefently  to  advertife  his  Majefty.  The  days 
hold  without  all  queftion,  and  all  delays  diverted 
and  quieted. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  was  at  Friday's  hearing,  but  in 
his  night-cap  -,  and  complained  to  me,  he  was  am- 
bulant, and  not  current.  I  would  be  forry  he  fhould 
fail  us  in  this  caufe.  Therefore  I  defire  his  Majefty 
to  fignify  to  him  by  your  Lordfhip  (taking  know- 
ledge of  fome  light  indifpofition  of  his.)  how  much  he 
fhould  think  his  fervice  difadvantaged  in  this  caufe, 
if  he  fhould  be  at  any  day  away  -,  for  then  he  cannot 
fentence. 

By  my  next  I  will  give  his  Majefty  fome  account 
oi  the  tobacco  and  the  currants.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

November  20,  at  even- 
ing, 161Q.  Fr.  Verulam^  Cane. 

Tq 
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To  tipe  Marquis  of  Buckingham!. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  KNOW  well  his  Majefty  taketh  to  heart  this  b'j» 
finefs  of  the  Dutch  (ac),  as  he  hath  great  rcafon, 
in  refpedl  both  of  honour  and  profit.  And  becanle 
my  firft  letter  was  written  in  the  epitafis,  or  trouble 
of  the  bufinefs  ;  and  my  fecond  in  the  beginning  of 
the  cataftrophe,  or  calming  thereof,  (wherein  nev^er- 
thelefs  I  was  fain  to  bear  up  ftrongly  into  the  weather, 
before  the  calm  followed)  and  fince  every  day  harh 
been  better  and  better,  I  thought  good  to  fignify  fo 
much,  that  his  Majefty  may  be  lefs  in  fufpence.  . 

The  great  labour  was  to  get  entrance  into  the  bu- 
finefs ;  but  now  the  portcullis  is  drav/n  up.  And 
though,  I  mufl  fay,  there  were  fom.e  blots  in  the 
tables,  yet,  by  well  playing,  the  game  is  good. 

Rowland  is  pafTing  well  juftified  ;  for  both  his 
credit  is  by  very  conftant  and  weighty  teflimony 
proved,  and  thofe  vaft  quantities,  which  were 
thought  incredible,  or  at  leail  improbable,  are  now 
made  manifeft  truth. 

Yet  I  find  a  little  of  the  old  leven  towards  the  firfl: 
defendants,  carried  in  this  ilyle  and  charader :  "  1 
'V  would  this,  that  appears  now,  had  appeared  at 
**  firft.  But  this  cometh  of  halle  and  precipitation  i" 
and  the  like.  But  yet,  I  hope,  the  corruption  and 
practice  upon  the  ore  teyius^  and  the  re6tifying  of 
Rowland's  credit,  will  fatisfy  my  Lords  upon  the 
former  proofs.  For  I  would  be  very  forry,  that 
thefe  new  defendants  (which,  except  one  or  two, 
are  the  fmaller  flies)  fhould  be  in  the  net,  and  the  old 

(;ir)  Merchants,  accufedin  the  Star-Cham ber  for  exporting  th« 
gold  and  iilvet  coin, 

P  2  defendants. 
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defendants,  which  are  the  greater  flies,  ihould  get- 
through.     God  preferve  you.  ;  .^ 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant,         * 

This  November 

26,  1615,.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane, 

Indorled,  T^ouchhyg  the  Dutch  huf^nefs. 


To  the  Lord  C  h  an  c  e  llo  r  (*> 

My  honourable  Lord, 

1DO,  from  time  to  time,  acquaint  his  Majeily 
with  your  letters,  wherein  he  ever  perceiveth  your 
vigilant  care  in  any  thii"jig,  that  concerneth  his  fer- 
vice ;  and  hath  commanded  me  to  give  you  thanks 
in  his  name,  who"  is  lure  your  endeavours  will  never 
be  wanting,  when  any  thing  is  to  be  done  for  the 
advancement  of  his  affairs. 

According  to  your  Lordihip's  advice,  his  Majefly 
hath  written  to  the  CommifTioners  of  the  Treafury, 
both  touching  the  currants  and  tb>e  tobacco  (jy\  the^ 
plantation  whereof  his  Majefly  is  fully  rcfolved  ta 
reflrain  -,  and  hath  given  them  order  forthwith  to  fee 
out  a  proclamation  to  that  effedl  •,  not  intending  in 
that  point  to  (land  upon  any  doubt  of  law,  nor  ta 
expert  the  Judges  interpretation  j  nor  to  allow  any 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006. 

(y)  Lord  Bacon,  in  his  letter  of  November  22,  16 19,  ir.en- 
tions,  that  there  wus  oitered  2C00I.  increafe  yearly  for  the  to-- 
bacco,  to  begin  at  Michaelmafs,  as  it  now  is,  and  5000 1.  in- 
creafe, if  die  pLmtations  here  within  land  be.reftrained* 

freehold 
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freehold  in  that  cafe  \    but  holding  this  the  fafeft 
ruk,  Salus  reipuhlide  fuprema  lex  efto.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Jse^'market,  Nov. 

27,  1619.  G.  Buckingham, 


^0  the  Lord  C  h an  c  e  llo  r  (*}. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  prefcnted  both  the  fubmlfllons  to  his 
Majeily.  His  anfwer  is,  he  cannot  alter  thac, 
which  was  allowed  of  by  the  Lords  of  the  laft  Star- 
Chamber-day,  except  firll  they  be  acquainted  with  it, 
and  the  confent  of  the  Lady  Exeter  be  like  wife  had, 
becaufe  the  decree  doth  necelTarily  require  it.  So  I 
reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  humble  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

Indorfed, 
touching  the  fiihmijfwftsj^f  Sir  Thomas  Lake  and  his  Lady. 


To  the  I^larquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  ACQUAINTED  this  day  the  bearer  with  his 
Majefty's  pleafure  touching  Lake's  (2;)  fubmiirion  ; 
which,  whether  it  fhould  be  done  in  perfon,  or  ia 
writing,  his  Majefty  fignified  his  will  thus  ;  that  it 
fhould  be  fpared  in  open  court,  if  my  Lady  of  Exe- 
ter (hould  confent,  and  the  board  think  fit.     The 

(•)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006.  {-^)  Sir  Thomas  Lake's. 
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board  liked  it  well,  and  appointed  myLordDigby  and 
Secretary  Calvert  to  fpeak  with  my  Lady,  who  re- 
turned her  anfwer  in  fubftance,  that  Ihe  would,  in  this 
and  all  things,   be  commanded  by  his  Majefty  :  but 
if  his  Majefty  left  it  to  her  liberty  and  ele6lion,  fhe 
humbly  prayed  to  be  excufed.     And  though  it  was 
told  her,  that  this  anfwer  would  be  caufe,  that  it 
could  not  be  performed  this  term  -,   yet  Ihe  feemed 
willing  rather  it  fhould  be  delayed,  than  difpenfed  with. 
This  day  alfo  Trafke  (a),  in  open  court,  made  a 
retractation  of  his  wicked  opinions  in  writing.     The 
form  was  as  good  as  may  be.     I  declared  to  him, 
that  this  court  was  the  judgement-feat ;  the  mercy- 
feat  was  his  Majeily  :  but  the  court  would  commend 
him  to  his  Majefty  :  and  I  humbly  pray  his  Majefty 
to  fignify  his  pleafure  fpeedily,  becaufe  of  the  mifery 
of  the  man  •,  and  it  is  a  rare  thing  for  a  fedary,  that 


{a)  John  Trafke,  a  Minliler,  who  was  profecuted  in  the  Star- 
Chamber  for  maintaining,  as  we  find  mentioned  in  the  Reports 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Hobart,  p.   236,  that  the  Jewifh  Sab- 
bath ought  to  be  obferveJ,  and  not  ours ;  and  that  we  ought  to 
abftain  fjoin  all  manner  of  fwine's  flefh,  and  thofe  meats,  which 
the  Jews  were  forbidden  in  Leviticus,  according  to  Bifliop  An- 
drews,   in  his  fpeech  in   the   Star-Chamber  on  that  occaiion, 
printed  among  his  Lordihip's  works.  Mr,  Trafke  being  examined 
in  that  court,  ccnfefled,  that  he  had  divulged  thofe  opinions, 
and  had  laboured  to  bring  as  many  to  them  as  he  could ;  and 
had  alfo  written  a  letter  to  the  King,  wherein  he  feemed  to  tax 
his  Majelly  with  hypocrify,  and  exprefsly  inveighed  againft  the 
Biiliops  High  CcmmilTioner.s  as  bloody  and  cruel  in  their  pro- 
ceedings againft  him,  and  a  papal  clergy.     He  was .  fentenced 
to  fine  and  imprifonment,  not  for  holding  thofe  opinions   (for 
thofe  were   examinable  in    the  Ecclefiaftical    Court,    and  not 
there,)    but  for  m.aking  of  conventicles  and  commotions,  and  for 
fcandalizing  the  King,  the  bifhops,  and  clergy.     Dr.  Fuller,  in 
his  Cb'urch  Hljiory  of  Britain^  Book  X.   p.  77-  §  64.  mentions  his 
having  heard  Mr.  Trafke  preach,  ^nd  remarks,  that  his  'voice  had 
mere  fir  cngth  than  afiy  th'nig  elfe  he  delluend-y   and  that  after  his  re- 
cantation he  relapfed,  not  into  the  fame,    but  other  opinions, 
rathsr  burner  ens  tba7i  hnrtfuU  and  died  obfcurely  at  Lambeth  in 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  L 

bath 
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hath  once  fuffered  Imart  and  fliamc,  to  turn  fo  un- 
ieignedly,  as  he  fcemed  to  do. 
God  ever  blefs  and  keep  you. 

Your  moft  obliged  friend,  and  faithful  fervant, 
December  I,  1619.  Fr.    Verulam,  C^nc. 

^0   the   Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

ON  Friday  I  left  London,  to  hide  myfelf  at  Kew ; 
for  two  months  and  a  half  together  to  be  flrong- 
bent  is  too  much  for  my  bow.  Aud  yet,  that  the 
King  may  perceive,  tliat  in  my  times  of  leifure  I  am 
not  idle,  I  took  down  with  me  Sir  Giles  Mom- 
pefTon  {h\  and  with  him  1  have  quietly  conferred  of 
that  proportion,  which  was  given  me  in  charge  by 
his  Majefly,  and  after  feconded  by  your  Lordfhip. 
Wherein  I  find  fome  things  I  like  very  well,  and  fome 
other,  that  I  v/ould  fet  by.  And  one  thing  is  m^uch 
to  my  liking,  that  the  propofition  for  bringing  in  his 
Majefty's  revenue  with  fmall  charge  is  no  invention, 
but  v/as  on  foot  heretofore  in  King  Philip's  and  Queen 
Mary's  time,  and  had  a  grave  and  mighty  opinion  for 
it.  The  reft  I  leave  to  his  relation,  and  mine  own 
attendance. 

I  hope  his  Majefty  will  look  to  it,  that  the  fines 
now  to  come  in  may  do  him  moft  good.  Both 
caufes  produce  fines  of  one  hundred  and  fourfcorc 
thoufand  pounds,    whereof  one  hundred  thoufand 

{h)  who  in  the  parliament,  which  began  January  30,  162^, 
was  fentenced  to  be  degraded,  and  rendered  incapable  of  bearing 
any  office,  for  praiTdfing  feveral  abufes,  in  fctring  up  new  inns 
and  ale-houfes,  and  exading  great  Turns  of  money  of  the  people, 
by  pretence  of  letters  patents  granted  him  for  that  piirpofe.  But 
he  fled  into  foreign  parts,  finding  himfeif  abandoned  by  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  on  whom  he  had  depended  for  pro- 
tei^ion. 

P  4  may 
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may  clear  the  anticipations  ;  and  then  the  afTignations 
may  pals  under  the  great  feal,  to  be  inrollable;  fo  as 
we  Ihail  need  to  think  of  nothing  but  the  arrears  iq 
a  manner,  of  which  I  wifh  the  20,000 1.  to  the  ftran- 
gers  (with  the  intereft)  be  prefently  fatisfied.  The 
remain  may  ferve  for  the  King's  prefenjt  and  urgent 
oceafions.  And  if  the  King  intend  any  gifts,  let 
them  ftay  for  the  fecond  courfe  (for  all  is  not  yet 
done,)  but  nothing  out  of  thefe,  except  the  King 
ftiould  give  me  the  20,000 1.  I  owe  Peter  Vanbore 
put  of  his  fine,  which  is  the  chief  debt  I  owe.  But 
this  I  fpcak  m.errily.     I  ever  reft 

.  "Tour  Loidihip's  mofl  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

,Kcw,  Decemb.  12,  161 9. 

Fr.  Vbrulam,  Cane, 

After  I  had  written  this  letter,  I  received  from 
your  Lordfhip,  by  my  fervant,  his  Majefty's  accept- 
ation of  my  poor  fervices  \  for  -yvhich  I  pray  your 
Lordfhip  to  prefent  to  his  Majefty  my  moft  humble 
thanks.  I  have  now  other  things  in  my  mind  for  his 
Majefly's  fervice,  that  no  time  be  loft. 


7o  the  Lord  Chan  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HI  S  Majefty  hath  been  pleafed,  out  of  his  gracious, 
care  of  Sir  Robert  Killigrew,  to  refer  a  fuit  of 
his,  for  certain  concealed  lands,  to  your  Lordftiip  and 
the  reft  of  the  CommifTioners  for  the  Treafury ;  the 
like  whereof  hath  been  heretofore  granted  to  many 
Cithers.     My  defire  to  your  Lordftiip  is,  that  he  be- 

C)  Harl,  M3S.  Vol  7006. 
2  ing 
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ing  a  gentleman,  whom  I  love  and  wifli  veiy  well 
unto,  your  Lordfhip  would  fhew  him,  for  my  fake, 
all  the  favour  you  can,  in  furthering  hisfuit.  Where- 
in your  Lordlhip  fhall  do  me  a  courtefy,  for  which  I 
will  ever  rell 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Roy  Hon,  December 

15,1619.  G,  BuCKINGH  AM. 

Tv  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  witTi  your  letter, 
who  for  that  bufinefs,  whereof  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  brought  the  meflage  to  his  Ma- 
jeily  to  Theobalds,  returned  the  anf>ver  by  him. 

As  for  that,  whereof  Sir  Giles  Mompeifon  fpake 
to  your  Lordlhip,  his  Majefty  iiketh  very  well,  and 
fo  do  all  others,  with  whom  his  Majefty  hath  fpoken 
of  it ;  and  therefore  he  recommendeth  it  to  your 
care,  not  doubting  but  your  Lordfhip  will  give  ail 
your  furtherance  to  it,  being  your  own  work,  and 
io  much  concerning  his  Majeity's  honour  and  profit ; 
and  will  fpeak  farther  with  your  Lordfhip  of  it  at  his 
return  to  London. 

For  thofe  other  bufinefTes  of  the  Star-Chamber, 
which  his  Majefty  hath  recommended  to  your  Lord- 
fhip, he  hopeth  you  will  keep  the  clock  ftill  going, 
his  profit  being  fo  much  interefted  therein,  efpecially 
feeing  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (c)  hath  pro- 
mifed  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  no  more  fick, 
whereby  you  lliall  have  this  comfort,  that  the,  burden 
will  not  lie  upon  your  Lordftiip  alone. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.    Vol.  7006. 

(f)  Sir  Fulke  Greville,\vho  furrendered  that  office  in  September, 
1621,  being  fucceeded  in  it  by  Sir  Richard  Wefton.  He  ha4 
t)een  created  Lord  Brooke  of  Beauchamp's  Court,  Jan.  ^,  162-2. 

The 
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The  little  leifure  I  had  at  Theobalds  made  me 
bring  your  man  down  hither  for  this  anfwer,  which 
I  hope  your  Lordlhip  will  excufe  ^  and  ever  hold 
me  for 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Royllon,  i^thofjan.  G.   BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorfed,   1619. 

To  the  Marquis  ^Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IN  the  midfl  of  bufmefs,  as  in  the  midft  of  a  way, 
one  fhould  not  flay  long,  efpecially  when  I  crave 
no  diredlion,  but  only  advertife. 

This  day  we  met  about  the  commiflion,  the  com- 
monwealth's commiffion,  for  the  poor  and  vagabonds, 
&c.  We  have  put  it  into  an  exceeding  good  way, 
and  have  appointed  meetings  once  in  fourteen  days, 
becaufe  it  Ihall  not  be  a-flack.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
from  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  that  whatfoever  appears 
in  the  country  to  come  from  primiim  mobile  (that  is, 
the  Kino;'s  care)  works  better,  than  if  it  came  from 
the  law.  Therefore  we  have  ordered,  that  this  com- 
mifTion  fhall  be  publilhed  in  the  feveral  circuits  in  the 
charges  of  the  Judges.     For  the  reft  hereafter. 

For  the  propofition  of  Sir  Giles  MompeiTon,  we 
have  met  once.  Exchequer-men  will  be  Exchequer- 
men  ftill  •,  but  we  Ihall  do  good. 

For  the  account,  or  rather  imparting,  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Treafury  to  the  council,  I  think  it  will 
but  end  in  a  compUment.  But  the  real  c^re  (and  I 
hope  good  purpofe)  I  will  not  give  over,  the  better, 
becaufe  I  am  not  alone. 

For 
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^For  the  Star-Chamber  bufinefs,  I  fhall,  as  you 
v/rite,  keep  the  dock  on  going,  which  is  hard  to  do, 
when  fometimes  the  wheels  are  too  many,  and  ibme- 
times  too  few.  But  we  Ihali  do  well,  efpecially  if 
thofe,  whom  the  King  hath  hitherto  made  bond-men 
(I  mean,  which  have  given  bonds  for  their  fines)  he 
do  not  hereafter  make  free-men. 

For  Suffolk*?  bufinefs,  it  is  a  little  ftrange,  that 
the  Attorney  made  it  a  queftion  to  the  CommiiTioners 
of  Treafury,  whether  Suffolk  fhould  not  be  admitted 
to  the  leafe  of  the  extent  of  his  own  land,  which  is 
the  way  to  encourage  him  not  to  pay  his  fine.  But 
when  .it  was  told  him,  that  the  contrary  courfe  was 
held  v/ith  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  that 
thereby  he  was  brought  to  agree  for  his  fine  •,  then 
he  turned,  as  his  manner  is. 

For  the  errors,  v/e  have  yet  fo  much  ufe  of  the 
fervice  of  Sir  Henry  Britten  in  bringing  in  the  fines 
(indeed  more  than  of  the  Attorney)  as  we  cannot, 
without  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  enter  yet 
into  them;  and  befides,  Sir  Edward  Coke  comes 
not  abroad. 

Mr.  Kirkham  hath  communicated  with  me,  as 
matter  of  profit  to  his  Majefty,  upon  the  coals  re- 
ferred by  his  Majefty  to  us  of  the  Treafury  ♦,  wherein 
1  hope  v/e  fhall  do  good,  the  rather,  becaufe  I  am  not 
alone. 

The  proclamation  for  light  gold  Mr.  Secretary 
Calvert,  I  know,  hath  fent  to  his  Majefty,  and 
therefore  of  that  I  fay  no  more. 

For  the  raifing  of  filver  by  ordinance,  and  not  by 
proclamation,  and  that  for  the  time  to  come,  wc 
have  given  order  to  finilh  it.  I  hear  a  whifpering, 
that  thereupon  the  Commiflioncrs  of  the  Navy,  the 
Officers  of  the  Houfhold,  the  Wardrobe,  may  take 
occafion  to  break  the  book  and  the  undertakings, 
becaufe  the  prices  may  rife,  which  I  thought  good 
to  fignify  to  his  Majefty.     And,  to  fpeak  plainly,   I 

fear 
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fear  more  the   pretence,    than  the   natural  efFcft. 
God  ever  more  preferve  your  Lordfhip.     I  reft 

Your  Ldrdfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

January  20,  1615?. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Canc» 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter, 
who    is  very   well   pleafed    therewith,    finding 
in  you  a  continual  care  of  his  fervice.     In  that  point 
of  the  Star-Chamber  bufmefs,  his  Majefty  faith,  there 
is  a  miftaking  5  for  he  meant  not  the  Dutchmen-s 
bufinefs,    but   that  motion,    which  your  Lordfliip 
made  unto  him,  of  fitting  in  the  Star-Chamber  about; 
the  commifiions,  which  you  had  not  leifure  to  read 
till  he  came  down  to  Royfton,  and  hath  realbn  to 
give  you  thanks  for  it,  dcfiring  you  to  prepare  ir, 
and  ftudy  thic  point  (of  which  he  will  fpeak  more ' 
with  you  at  his  return  to  London,)  being  a  matter, 
worthy  your  thinking  on,  and  his  Majefty*s  pra6lice. 

For  the  laft  point  of  your  letter,  his  Majefty  faith,  ' 
it  cannot  but  proceed  of  malice,  that  there  ftiould  be  " 
any  fuch  plot,  which  he  will  not  endure,  but  he  will 
account  thofe,  that  whifper  of  it  in  that  fort,  ene-? 
mies  of  his  fervice  ;  and  will  put  them  out  of  their 
places,  that  praftife  it.     Andfo  I  reft:^' 

Your  Lordfhip's'faitMul  friend  and  lervant, 

Newmarket,  January  ^     ^ 

22,   1 6 19.  G.   B  U  C  KIN  O  H  A  M^  . 


.      .0   V  1,r.^^    ^^^^  ^^^^     ^^^^j^  ^^^^^ 


v 


n 


Lord- Chancelhr  B  A  CO  N^  24i- 


To  Mr,  Secretary  C  a  l  v  e  r  ri^-^' 


Mr.  Secretary, 

1HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  this 
prefent,  fignifying  his  Majefly's  pleafure  touch- 
ing Peacock's  (d)  examinations,  of  which  I  will 
have  fpecial  care. 

My  Lord  Coke  is  come  to  town,  and  hath  fent 
me  word,  he  will  be  with  me  on  Monday,  though  he 
be  fomewhat  lame.  Howfocver,  the  Vervice  fhall 
be  done. 

I  was  made  acquainted,  by  your  letter  to  Secretary 
Naunton,  with  his  Majefly's  diflike  of  the  fending  to 
him  of  the  jolly  letter  from  Zealand.  I  will  now  fpeak 
for  myfelf,  that,  when  it  was  received,  I  turned  to  the 
Mafter  of  the  Wards  (<?),  and  faid,  "  Well,  I  think 
**  you  ajid  -I  ihall  ever  advife  the  King  to  do  more 
*'  for  a  Burlamachi,  when  he  feeketh  to  his  Majefty 
*f  by  fupplication  and  fupplying  the  King  at  the  firft 
"  word,  than  for  all  the  reft  upon  any  bravados  from 
''  the  BurgomaftcrsofHolland  and  Zealand:"  Who 
anfwered  very  honeftly,  that  ic  was  in  the  King's 
Jaower  to  make  them  alter  their  ftyle  when  he  would. 
But  when  another  of  us  faid,  we  could  not  but  in  our^,, 
own  difcharge  fend  t^e  King  the  letter,  fdlicet  negan^  : 
dum  non  fuit ;  though  indeed  my  way  is  otherwife* 

I  have  at  laft  recovered  from  thefe  companions^ q 
Harrifon  and  Dale,   a  copy. of  my  Lord  of  Ban- 

C^)  He  was^  a  Minlfter  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.     He  ' 
was  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  pretending,  that  he  had,  by  for- 
ccry,  infatuated  the  King's  judgement  in  the  caufe  of  Sir  Tho- 
maj  L»ake.     Cumd.  AnnaL,  Rtgis  Jacehi  I.  p.  54*^ 

(<)  Sir  Lionel  CranAeld. 

^  gor^s 
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gor's  (f)  book,  the  great  one,  and  will  prefently  fet 
in  hand  the  examinations.     God  keep  you. 

Your  affured  friend, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 


February  5,  16 19. 


To  the  K  J  K  G. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

SIR  Edward  Coke  is  now  a-foot,  and,  according 
to  your  command,  fignified  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Calvert,  we  proceed  in  Peacock's  examinations.  For 
although  there  have  been  very  good  diligence  ufed, 
yet  certainly  we  are  not  at  the  bottom  ♦,  and  he,  that 
would  not  ufe  the  utmoft  of  his  line  to  found  fuch  a 
bufmefs  as  this,  fhould  not  have  due  regard,  neither 
to  your  Majefty's  honour,  nor  fafety. 

A  man  would  think  he  were  in  Luke  Hutton's 
cafe  again  ;  for  as  my  Lady  Roos  perfonated  Luke 
Hutton,  fo,  it  feemeth,  Peacock  perfonateth  Atkins. 
But  I  make  no  judgement  yet,  but  will  go  on  with 
all  diligence  ;  and,  if  it  may  not  be  done  otherwife,  ic 
is  fit  Peacock  be  put  to  torture.  He  deferveth  it  as 
well  as  Pcacham  did. 

I  befeech  your  Majefty  not  to  think  I  am  more 
bitter,  becaufe  my  name  is  in  it ;  for,  befides  that 
I  always  make  my  particular  a  cypher,  when  there 


(f)  Dr.  Lewis  Bayly,  bora  at  Caermarthen  in  Wales,  and 
educated  in  Exeter-Callege,  Oxford.  He  had  been  Minifter  of 
Evelham  in  Worcefterfhire,  and  Chaplain  to  Prince  Henry,  and 
Reftor  of  St.  Matthew's,  Friday-Street,  in  London.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Billioprlc  of  Bangor  in  1 616.  On  the  15th  of  July, 
1621,  he  was  committed  to  the  Fleet,  but  on  what  account  is  not 
related  by  Camden,  Annales  Regisjacobi  I.  p.  72.  who  mentions 
the  Oircumftance  of  the  Bilhop's  imprifonment ;  but  that  he  was 
foon  after  fet  at  liberty..  He  was  the  author  of  the  well-known 
book,  thsPra^ke  of  Piety, 

is 
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is  queftion  of  your  Majefty's  honour  and  fervice,  I 
think  myfelf  honoured,  for  being  brought  into  fo 
good  company.  And  as,  without  flattery,  I  think 
your  Majefty  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  my  noble  Lord 
of  Buckingham  the  beft  of  perfons  favoured  •,  fo  I 
hope,  v/ithout  prefumption,  for  my  honeil  and  true 
intentions  to  ftate  and  juftice,  and  my  love  to  my 
mafter,  I  am  not  the  worft  of  Chancellors. 
God  ever  preferve  your  Majefty. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  obliged, 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 
loth  of  February,  1619, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cci/tc, 


I 


^0  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Moft  honoured  Lord, 

PRESUME,  now  after  term  (if  there  be  any 
fuch  thing  as  an  after-term  with  your  Lordfhip,) 
to  offer  this  inclofed  paper  (g)  to  your  fight,  con- 
cerning the  Duke  of  Lerma  ;  which,  if  your  Lord- 
fliip  have  not  already  read,  will  not,  I  think,  be 
altogether  unpleafing,  becaufe  it  is  full  of  particular 
circumftances.  I  know  not  how  commonly  it  pafTeth 
up  and  down  more  or  lefs.  My  friend,  Mr.  Gage, 
fent  it  me  lately  out  of  Spain.  But  howfoever^  I 
build  upon  a  fure  ground ;  for  though  it  fhould  be 
vulgar,  yet  for  my  defire  to  ferve  your  Lordftiip,  I 
can.iot  demerit  fo  much,  as  not  to  deferve  a  pardon  at 
your  Lordftiip's  moft  noble  hand. 

(gj  I  have,  out  of  a  ragged  hand  in  Spanifh  tranflated  it, 
and  accompanied  it  with  feme  marginal  notes  for  vour  Lordlhip's 
greatej  eafe.     Note  of  Mr.  Matthew. 

•'^  Before 
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Before  the  departure  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  froni 
that  court,  there  was  written  upon  the  gate  for  a  paf- 
quinade,  that  the  houfe  was  governed  por  el  PadrCi 
y  el  Hijo^  y  un  Santo  ^  as  in  Paris  about  the  fame  time 
was  written  upon  the  Louvre-Gate,  Cejl  icy  Vhofiet 
des  troys  Roys ;  for  Luynes's  brother  is  almoft  as  great 
as  himfelf.  But  the  while  there  is  good  ftore  of 
Kings  now  in  Chriftendom,  though  there  be  one 
fewer  than  there  was. 

In  Spain,  there  are  very  extraordinary  preparations 
for  a  great  armada.  Here  is  lately  in  this  court  a 
current  fpeech,  as  that  the  enterprize  (whatfoever  it 
ihould  have  been)  is  laid  wholly  afide  :  but  that  were 
ftrange.  Yet  this  is  certain,  that  the  forces  of  mcil, 
to  the  number  of  almoft  two  thoufand,  which  v/ere 
to  have  gone  into  Spain  from  hence,  are  difcharged, 
together  with  fome  munition,  which  was  alfo  upon 
the  point  of  being  fent.  Another  thing  is  alfo  cer- 
tain, that  both  in  the  court  of  Spain  and  this,  there 
is  at  this  time  a  ftrange  ftraitnefs  of  money  •,  which 
I  do  not  conceive,  for  my  part,  to  proceed  fo  much 
from  want,  as  defign  to  employ  it.  The  rendezvous^ 
where  the  forces  were  to  meet,  was  at  Malaga,  v/ith- 
in  the  Straits  j  which  makes  the  enterprife  upon  Al- 
giers moft  likely  to  be  intended.  For  I  take  that  to 
be  a  wild  conceit,  which  thinks  of  going  by  the  A- 
driatic^fr/^r  in  tot  Viaggio  duoi  fervitii  -,  as  the  giv- 
ing a  blow  to  Venice,  and  the  landing  of  forces  in 
aid  of  the  King  of  Bohemia  about  Triefte. 

Perhaps  the  King  of  Spain  would  be  glad  to  let 
the  world  fee,  that  now  he  is  hors  de  paye\  and  by 
(hewing  himfelf  in  fome  adion,  to  intitlc  the  Duke 
of  Lerma  to  all  his  former  floth  ;  or  perhaps  he  now 
makes  a  great  preparation,  upon  the  pretence  of  fomel 
enterprize,  that  he  will  let  fall,  that  fo  he  may  with 
the  lefs  noife  affemble  great  forces  fome  other  year, 
for  fome  other  attempt  not  fpoken  of  now. 

My 
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i'"  My  Lord  Compton(/^)  is  in  this  court,  and  goes 
fliortly  towards  Italy^  His  fafhion  is  fvvcet,  and  his 
dilpofition  noble,  and  his  converfation  fair  and  honefl. 

Diego,  my  Lord  Roos's  man,  is  come  hither.  I 
pray  God  it  be  to  do  m.e  any  good  towards  the  reco- 
very of  the  debt  his  Lord  owes  me* 

Moft  honoured  Lord,  I  am  here  ^t  good  leifiire 
to  look  back  upon  your  Lordlliip's  great  and  noble 
goodnefs  towards  m.e,  which  may  go  for  a  great  ex- 
ample in  this  age  ;  and  fo  it  doth.  That,  which  I 
am  fure  of^  is,  that  my  poor  heart,  fuch  as  it  is, 
doth  not  only  beat,  but  even  bcii  in  the  defires  ic 
hath  to  do  your  Lordfhip  all  humble  fervice. 

I  crave  leave^  though  it  be  againft  good  manners, 
that  I  may  ever  prefent  m^y  humbleft  fervice  to  my 
moft  honoured  Lady,  my  Lady  Verulami,  and  Lady 
Conftable,  with  my  beft  refpects  to  my  dear  friend^ 
Sir  John  Conftable  ;  who,  if  your  Lordfhip  want  the 
leifure,  would  perhaps  caft  an  eye  upon  the  inclofed 
paper. 

I  do,  with  more  confidence,  preflime  to  addrefs 
this  other  letter  to  Mr.  Meautys,  becaufc  the  con* 
tents  thereof  concern  your  Lordihip*s  fervice. 

I  befeech  fweet  Jefus  to  make  and  keep  your  Lord- 
fhip intirely  happy.  So  I  humbly  do  you  reverence, 
remaining  ever 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged  fervant, 

To  s  I E   Matth  ew. 


{^)  Spencer,  Lord  Comptpn,  only  fen  cf  William,  Earl  of 
Northampton.  This  nobleman,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  his 
title  and  cftate,  in  June,  1630,  was  killed  at  liopton-Heath, 
hear  Staiford,  on  Sunday,  March   19,    i6^}','fig\un  g  tor  Kiiig 

Charles  L  '  '-  ■■     -'  — • 


Q^  Post, 
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Post.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  receive  fome  of  your 
Lordfhip's  philolbphical  labours,  if  your  Lordfhip 
could  fo  think  fit.  I  do  now  receive  a  letter  from 
the  Conde  de  Gondomar,  who,  thinking  that  it  ihould 
find  me  in  England,  faith  thus :  Befo  las  manes  mil 
vezes  a  mi  fennory  el  fennor  Gran  Cbancilor^  con  my 
coracon  \  como  eftoy  en  fu  buena  gracia.  The  Em- 
prefs  is  dead  long  fince,  and  the  Emperor  is  fo  fickly, 
or  rather  fo  fick,  that  they  forbear  to  bury  her  with 
folemnity,  as  conceiving,  that  he  will  fave  charge  by 
dying  fhortly.  They  fay  here,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
Bohemia  is  growing  towards  an  end  by  compofition. 

Bruflels,  this  14th  of 
February,  16 19. 

To  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

FO R  the  fervices  committed  to  Sir  Lionel  Cran- 
field,  after  his  Majefty  hath  fpoken  with  him,  I 
fhall  attend  and  follow  his  Majefty's  pleafure  and  di- 
redtions,  and  yield  my  bcfl  care,  advice,  and  endea- 
vour for  performance. 

In  the  pretermitted  duty  I  have  fome  profit,  and 
more  was  to  have  had,  if  Queen  Anne  had  lived. 
Wherefore  I  fhall  become  an  humble  fuitor  to  his 
Majefty,  that  I  may  become  no  lofer,  fpecially  feeing 
the  bufmefs  had  been  many  a  time  and  oft  quite  over- 
thrown, if  it  had  not  been  upheld  only,  or  chiefly,  by 
myfelf  i  fo  that  whatfoever  fervice  hath  been  fince 
done,  is  \ipon  my  foundation. 

Mr.  Attorney  (/)  groweth  pretty  pert  with  me  of 
late  ;  and  I  fee  well  who  they  are,  that  maintain  him. 
But  be  they  flies,  or  be  they  wafps,  I  neither  care  for 
buzzies  nor  ftings,  moft  efpecially  in  any  thing,  that 

(/)  Sir  Henry  Yelvcrton. 

concerneth 
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c6ncerneth  my  duty  to  his  Majefty,  or  my  love  to 
your  Lordfhip. 

I  forgot  not,  in  my  public  charge,  the  laft  Star- 
Chamber-day,  to  pubiifn  his  Majefly's  honour  for  his 
late  commiffion  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  fup- 
prefTing  vagabonds;  as  alio  his  gracious  intention 
touching  informers,  which,  I  perceive,  was  received 
xvith  much  applaufe.  That  of  projeaiors  I  ipake  not 
of,  becaufe  it  is  not  yet  ripe,  neither  doth  it  concern 
the  execution  of  any  law,  for  which  my  fpeech  was 
proper. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordlhip's  moil  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 
l^cbruGry  17,   161 9, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 


^0  the  Marquis  of  Buck 


N  G  H  A  M» 


My  very  good  Lord, 

I  SEND,  by  poll,' this  fealed  packet,    containing 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk's  anfwer  in  the  Star-Chamber. 
I  received  it  this  evening  at  fix  of  the  clock,  by  the 
handsoftheMafler  of  the  Rolls  (;^),  fealed  as  it  is' with 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk's  feal,  and  the  Mafter^s  of  the 
Rolls.     But  neither  I,  nor  the  Mafler  of  the  Rolls, 
know  what  is  in  it ;  but  it  cometh  lirll  to  his  Maj-efly's 
fight.     Only  I  did  direft,  that  becaufe  the  authentic 
copy  (unto  which  my  Lord  is  fworn,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  the  court)  is  not  fo  fit  for  his  Majeliy's 
reading,  my   Lord  of  Suffolk    Ihould  fend  withali 
a  paper  copy,  which  his  Majelly  might  read  with 
lefs  trouble. 

(i)  Sir  Julius  Caeiar. 

0^2  My 
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My  Lady  Suffolk  is  fo  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  as  flic 
is  not  yet  fit  to  make  any  anfv/er. 

Bingley's  (I)  anfwer  is  come  in,  a  long  one  •,  and, 
as  I  perceive,  with  fome  things  impertinent,  yea, 
and  unfit.  Of  that  I  confer  with  Mr.  Sollicitor  (w) 
to-morrow ;  and  then,  I  will  farther  advertife  your 

Lordfbip 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordihip's  mofl  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

York-houfe,    this  23d;  -r-       ^r  ,.     r^^. 

ofFebr.  .619,  at  9  Fr.  Verulam,  Canc. 

of  the  clock  [i6i^?]. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 


I 


Moft  honoured  Lord, 

DO  even  now  receive  this  letter  from  theConde 
^  de  Gondomar,   with  diredion  I  ihould  fend  it 
(fince  I  am  not  there  to  deliver  it)  to  Mr.  Wyche, 
that  fo  he  may  prsfent  it  to  your  Lordfhip's  hand  at 
fuch  time,  as  it  may  be  of  moft  ufe  to  him.     He 
commands  me  befides,  that  for  his  fake  I  fliould  be^ 
Gome  a  humble  follicitor  to  your  Lordfliip  for  this 
friend  of  his  •,  which  I  prefume  to  do  the  more  will- 
ingly, becaufe  this  party  is  a  great  friend  of  mine, 
and  fo  are  alfo  many  of  his  friends  my  friends.     Be- 
fides, he  wills-  me  to  reprefent  his  great  thanks  ta 
your  Lordlhip,  for  l\\t  juft  favours  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  vouchfafe  to  Mr.  Wyche  already,  the  ra- 
ther, in  contemplation  of  the  Conde,  as  he  hath  been 
informed.     And  if  in  the  company,  or  rather  in  the 
attendance,  of  fo  great  an  interceffor,  it  be  not  an  un- 

(l)  Sir  John  Bingle/s.  {m)  Sir  Thomas  ^^y^^^^y- 
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pardonable  kind  of  ill  manners  to  intrude  myfelf,  I 
prefume  to  call  myfelf  at  your  Lordihip's  feer,  with 
proteftation,  that  I  Ihall  be  very  particularly  bound 
to  your  Lordihip's  goodnefs  for  any  favour,  v/ith 
jullice,  that  he  ihall  obtain. 

I  befeech  Jefus  keep  your  Lordfhip  ever  intirely 
happy ;  and  fo  doing  all  humble  reverence,  I  take 
leave. 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  humble, 

and  moft  obliged  fervant, 

Erufiels,  this  26th  of 

February,    1619.  ToBIE    MatTHEW. 

^0  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

UNDERSTANDING,  that  there  hath  been  a 
long  and  tedious  luit  depending  in  the  Chan- 
cery between  Robert  D'Oyley  and  his  wife,  plaintiffs, 
and  Leonard  Lovace,  defendant ;  which  caufe  hath 
been  heretofore  ended  by  award,  but  is  now  revived 
again,  and  was,  in  Michaelmafs  term  laft,  fully  heard 
before  your  Lordfhip  \  at  which  hearing  your  Lord- 
Ihip  did  not  give  your  opinion  thereof,  but  were 
pleafed  to  defer  it,  untill  breviats  were  delivered  on 
both  fides ;  which,  as  I  am  informed,  hath  been 
done  accordingly :  now  my  defire  unto  your  Lord- 
fhip is,  that  you  v/ill  be  pleafed  to  take  fome  time, 
as  fpeedily  as  your  Lordfhip  may,  to  give  your 
opinion  thereof,  and  fo  make  a  final  end,  as  your 
Lordfhip  ihall  find  the  fame  in  equity  to  deferve. 
for  which  I  will  ever  reft 

Your  Lordihip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Windfor,   1 8  th  of 

^^ay,  1620.  G.  Buck  INCH  Ail. 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7006, 

0.3.  ^^ 
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Tc  the  Marquis  of  Buckingha 


M. 


My  very  ^ooci  Lord, 

I  WENT  to  Kew  for  pleafure,  but  I  met  with 
pain.  But  neither  pleafure,  nor  pain,  can  with- 
draw my  mind,  from  thinking  of  hisMajefly's  fervice. 
And  becaufe  his  Majefty  fhall  fee  how  I  was  occupied 
at  Kew,  1  fend  him  thefe  papers  of  rules  for  the  Star- 
Chamber,  wherein  his  Majefty  Ihall  ered  one  of  the 
nobleft  and  durableft  pillars  for  the  juftice  of  this 
kingdom  in  perpetuity,  that  can  be,  after,  by  his 
own  wifdom,  and  the  advice  of  his  Lords,  he  fhall 
have  revifed  them,  and  eftablifhed  them.  The 
manner  and  circumftances  I  refer  to  my  attending 
his  Majef.y.  The  rules  are  not  all  fet  down  •,  but  I 
will  do  the  reft  within  two  or  three  days.  I  ever  re- 
main 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

June  9,   1620. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane, 


s 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*), 

My  very  good  Lord, 

UCH  is  my  hafte  at  this  time,  that  I  cannot 
_  write  fo  largely  to  yourfelf,  as  I  would,  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  fteel,  in  which  once  already  I  fent  to 
your  Lordfhip,  and  in  which  I  only  defire  the  good  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  the  fervice  of  my  mafxer. 
I  therefore  have  fent  this  bearer,  my  fervant,  unto 
you,  and  committed  the  relation  of  the  bufinefs  to 

C)  Karl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 

him. 
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him.  And  I  do  intreat  your  Lordfhip  to  give  credit 
to  what  he  Ihall  deliver  your  Lordlliip  therein,  with 
your  lawful  afiiflance  of  my  defires  ;  wherein  I  doubt 
not  but  you  fhall  do  a  very  good  office.  And  I  ihall 
reft  ready  to  requite  your  courtefy  j  and,  with  my 
beft  wifhes,  continue 

Your  very  loving  friend, 

Egham,   July  6, 

162c.  G'  Buckingham. 

Indorfed, 

My  Lcrd  Marquis  in  the  behalf  of  his  fervant^  Mr. 
Porter^  and  Mr.  Dallington. 

To  the  Lord  Ch  a  n  c  e  l  l  0  r  (*)• 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HIS  Majefty  having  made  a  reference  of  bufineft 
to  your  Lordihip,  concerning  SirRobertDoug- 
las  and  Mr.  David  Ramfey,  two  of  his  Highneis's 
fervants,  whom  he  loveth,  and  whom  I  wiih  very 
well  unto  •,  I  have  thought  fit  to  defire  you  to  fhew 
them  all  the  favour  your  Lordfhip  may  therein  : 
which  I  will  acknowledge,  and  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

The  reference  comes  in  the  name  of  my  brother 
Chriftopher,  becaufe  they  thought  it  would  fucceed 
the  better :  but  the  Prince  wiHieth  well  to  it. 

Farnham,  the  laft  of 
Auguft,    1620. 

Indorfed,  Touching  the  bufinefs  of  zvills. 

r)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 
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To  the  King  («). 

AMONGST  the  counfels,  which,  fince  the 
time  I  had  the  honour  to  be  firft  of  your  learn- 
ed, and  after  of  your  privy  council,  I  have  given 
your  Majefcy  faidifully,  according  to  my  fmall  abih- 
ty  ;  I  do  take  comfort  in  none  more,  than  that  I  was 
the  firfl,  that  advifed  you  to  com.e  in  perfon  into 
the  Star-Chamber  •,  knowing  very  well,  that  thofe 
virtues  of  your  Majefty,  which  I  faw  near  hand, 
would  out  of  that  throne,  both  as  out  of  a  fphere, 
illuftrate  your  own  honour,  and,  as  out  of  a  fountain,^ 
v/ater  and  refrefn  your  whole  land.  And  becaufe 
your  Maiefcy,  in  that  you  have  already  done,  hath 
lb  well  effecled  that,  which  I  forefav/  and  defired, 
even  beyond  my  expedtation ;  it  is  no  marvel,  if  I, 
refort  flill  to  the  branches  of  that  counfel,  that  hath 
borne  fo  good  fruit. 

The  Star-Chamber,  in  the  inftitution  thereof,  hath 
two  uies ;  the  one  as  a  fupreme  court  of  judicature  ; 
the  oiher  as  an  open  council.  In  the  firil  kind,  your 
Majefty  hath  fat  there  now  twice  :  the  firft  time,  in  a 
caufe  of  force,  concerning  the  duels ;  the  fecond 
time,  in  a  caufe  of  fraud,  concerning  the  forgeries 
and  confpiracies  againft  the  Lady  of  Exeter ;  which 
tv/o  natures  of  crim.es,  force  and  fraud,  are  the  pro-^ 
per  objeds  of  that  court. 

In  the  fecond  kind,  your  Majefly  came  the  firfl: 
time  of  all,  when  you  did  fet  in  frame  and  fabric  the 
fcveral  jurifdidlions  of  your  courts.  There  wants  a 
fourth  part  of  the  fquare  to  make  all  complete,^ 
which  is,  if  your  Majeity  will  be  pleafed  to  publiih 

{n)  This  letter  apj-cars  to  ha^'e  been  vvntten  afcer  the  proceed- 
ings  againft  Sir  Thomas  Lake,  and  his  Lady  and  daughter,  in 
the  Star-Chamber,  in  January  i6^-^,  and  before  the  refolution 
of  calling  the  parliame^it,  which  met  January  30,  162°. 

certain 
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certain  commonwealth  commifTions  *,  which,  as 
your  Majefty  hath  well  begun  to  do  in  fome  things, 
and  to  fpeak  of  in  fome  others ;  fo,  if  your  Majefty 
will  be  pleafed  to  make  a  foleran  declarati©n  of  them 
in  that  place,  this  will  follow : 

Firft,  that  your  Majefty  ftiall  do  yourfelf  an  infi- 
nite honour,  and  win  the  hearts  of  your  people  to 
acknowledge  you,  as  well  the  moft  pohtic  King,  as 
the  moftjuft. 

Secondly,  it  will  oblige  your  ComimifTioners  to  a 
more  ftrid  account,  when  they  ihall  be  engaged  by 
fuch  a  public  charge  and  commandmiCnt.  And, 
thirdly,  it  will  invite  and  dired:  any  man,  that  finds 
himfelf  to  know  any  thing  concerning  thofe  com- 
mifTions, to  bring  in  their  informations.  So  as  I 
am  perfuaded  it  will  eternife  your  name  and  merit, 
and  that  King  James's  commifiions  will  be  fpoken  of, 
and  put  in  ure,  as  long  as  Britain  lafts  ;  at  the  leaft, 
in  the  reign  of  all  good  Kings. 

For  the  particulars,  befides  the  two  commifiions 
of  the  navy,  and  the  buildings  about  London  (where- 
in your  Majefty  may  confider,  whether  you  will  have 
any  thing  altered  or  fupplied,)  I  wifii  thefe  following 
to  be  added. 

Commiffion  for  advancing  the  clothing  of  England, 
as  well  the  old  drapery  as  the  new,  and  all  the  inci- 
dents thereunto. 

Commifiion  for  ftaying  treafure  within  the  realm, 
and  the  reiglement  of  monies. 

Commaifiion  for  the  provifion  of  the  realm  with 
corn  and  grain,  and  the  government  of  the  exporta- 
tion and  importation  thereof;  and  diredling  of  pub- 
lic granaries,  if  caufe  be. 

Commifiion  for  introducing  and  nourifhing  manu-* 
fadiures  within  the  realm,  for  the  fetting  people 
a-work,  and  the  confidering  of  all  grants  and  privi- 
leges of  that  nature, 

Commifiion 
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Commiaion  to  prevent  the  depopulation  of  towns 
and  houfes  of  husbandry,  and  for  nuifances  and 
high-ways. 

CommifHon  for  the  recovery  of  drowned  lands. 

Commiflion  for  the  fupprefiion  of  the  grievances 
of  informers. 

CommilTion  for  the  better  proceedings  in  the  plan- 
tations of  Ireland. 

Commifiion  for  the  provifion  of  the  realm  with  all 
kind  of  warlike  defence,  ordnance,  powder,  munition, 
and  armour. 

Of  thefe  you  may  take  and  leave,  as  it  fliall  pleafe 
you  :  and  I  wilh  the  articles  concerning  every  one  of 
them  (firft  allowed  by  your  council)  to  be  read  open- 
ly, and  the  Commifiioners  names. 

For  the  good,  that  comes  of  particular  and  fele6b 
committees  and  comm/iflions,  I  need  not  common- 
place, for  your  Majefty  hath  found  the  good  of  them  j 
but  nothing  to  that,  that  will  be,  when  fuch  things 
are  publiihtd ;  becaufe  it  will  vindicate  them  from 
negle<5t,  and  make  many  good  fpirits,  that  we  little 
think  of,  co-operate  in  them. 

I  know  very  well,  that  the  world,  that  commonly 
is  apt  to  think,  that  the  care  of  the  commonwealth 
is  but  a  pretext  in  matters  of  ftate,  will  perhaps 
conceive,  that  this  is  but  a  preparative  to  a  parha- 
ment.  But  let  not  that  hinder  your  Majefty's  mag- 
nanimity, inoperecperato^  that  is  lo  good;  and  befides, 
that  opinion,  for  many  refpeds,  will  do  no  hurt  to  your 
affairs. 

To  the  Lord  C  h  a  n  c  e  l  l  o  r  (*). 

-  My  very  good  Lord, 

BY  his  Majefty's  directions,  Sir  Francis  Blundell 
will  deliver  you  a  petition  of  Sir  Francis  An- 
nedy,    his  Majefty's  Secretary  of  Ireland,  with  bis 

(*)  Ksrl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 
2  Majefty's 
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Majefty's  pleafure  thereupon.  To  the  gentleman 
I  wifh  very  well,  and  do  therefore  recommend  him 
and  his  caufe  to  your  Lordfhip's  good  favour  •,  and 
your  refped  of  him,  in  his  abfence,  I  will  thankfully 
acknowledge.     So  I  take  my  leave. 

Your  Lcrdfliip's  very  loving  friend, 

Theobalds,  the  2d 

ofoaob.  1620.  G.  Buckingham. 


To  the  Y^it^G. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mofl  excellent  Majefly, 

IT  being  a  thing  to  fpeak  or  write,  fpecially  to  a 
King,  in  public,  another  in  private,  although  I 
have  dedicated  a  work  (^),  or  rather  a  portion  of  a 
work,  which,  at  laft,  I  have  overcome,  to  your  Ma- 
jefly by  a  pubhc  epiftle,  where  I  fpeak  to  you  in  the 
hearing  of  others ;  yet  I  thought  fit  alfo  humbly  to 
feek  accefs  for  the  fame,  not  fo  much  to  your  perlbn, 
as  to  your  judgement,  by  thefe  private  lines. 

The  work,  in  what  colours  ibever  it  may  be  fet 
forth,  is  no  more  but  a  new  logic,  teaching  to  invent 
and  judge  by  induction,  as  finding  fyllogifm  incom- 
petent for  fciences  of  nature  \  and  thereby  to  make 
philofophy  and  fciences  both  more  true  and  more 
a6tive. 

This  tending  to  inlarge  the  bounds  of  reafon,  and 
to  endow  man's  eftate  with  new  value,  w^as  no  im- 
proper oblation  to  your  Majefty,  who,  of  men,  is 
the  greateft  m.afler  of  reafon,  and  author  of  bene- 
ficence. 

There  be  two  of  your  council,  and  one  other  bi- 
fhop  (p)  of  this  land,  that  know  I  have  been  about 

{0)   Nofum  Organum. 

(/>J  Dr.  Lancelot  Andrews,  Biihop  of  Wincheder. 

furr.C 
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fbme  fuch  work  near  thirty  years  {q) ;  fo  as  I  made 
no  hafte.  And  the  reafon,  why  I  have  publifhed  it 
now,  fpecially  being  unperfe(5l:,  is,  to  fpeak  plainly, 
becaufe  I  number  my  days,  and  would  have  it  faved. 
There  is  another  reafon  of  my  fo  doing,  which  is 
to  try,  whether  I  can  get  help  in  one  intended  part 
of  this  work,  namely,  the  compiling  of  a  natural 
and  experimental  hiftory,  which  mufl  be  the  main 
foundation  of  a  true  and  active  philofophy. 

This  work  is  but  a  new  body  of  clay,  whereinto 
your  Majeily,  by  your  countenance  and  protection, 
may  breathe  life.  And,  to  tell  your  Majefly  truly 
what  I  think,  I  account  your  favour  may  be  to  this 
work  as  much  as  an  hundred  years  time :  for  I  am 
perfuaded,  the  work  will  gain  upon  men's  minds  in 
ages,  but  your  gracing  it  may  make  it  take  hold 
more  fwiftly  ^  which  I  would  be  very  glad  of,  it  be- 
ing a  v/ork  meant,  not  for  praife  or  glory,  but  for 
pra'flice,  and  the  good  of  men.  One  thing,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  am  ambitious  of,  with  hope,  which  is,  that 
after  thefe  beginnings,  and  the  wheel  once  fet  on 
going,  men  fhall  feck  more  truth  out  of  Chriftian 
pens,  than  hitherto  they  have  done  out  of  heathen, 
I  fay  with  hope  \  becaufe  I  hear  my  former  book  of 
the  Advancement  of  Learnings  is  well  tailed  in  the 
univerfities  here,  and  the  Englifh  colleges  abroad  i 
and  this  is  the  fame  argument  funk  deepen 


{q)  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Dudley  Carfeton^ 
Ambafiador  at  Holland,  dated  at  London,  October  28,  1620, 
mentions,  that  Mr.  Henry  Cuffe,  who  had  been  Secretary  to 
Robert,  Earl  of  EfTex,  and  e:";ecuted  for  being  concerned  in  hi^ 
treafons,  having  long  Jtnce  pertifed  this  work,  gave  this  cenfure^ 
that  a  fool  could  not  ha've  nvritten  fuch  a  atwi,  and  a  njoife  man 
nuould  not.  And,  in  another  letter,  dated-February  3,  162°^ 
Mr.  Chamberlain  takes  notice,  that  the  King  could  net  for- 
Ipear  foraetimes,  in  reading  that  book,  to  fay,  \\\2kX'iX.  xvas  lih 
ihs  peace  of  Gody  thai  p^Jpth  all  underfaiiding. 


And 
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And  fo  I  ever  humbly  reft  in  prayers,    and  all 
other  duties. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  bounden 

and  devoted  fervant, 

Vork-houfe,  this   12th  -  ^ 

of Cdober,  1620.  Fr.  Verulam,  Canc. 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  {^), 

My  honourable  Lord, 

THERE  is  a  bufmefs  in  your  Lord  (hip's  hands, 
with  which  Sir  Robert  Lloyd  did  acquaint  your 
Lordihip  -,  w^hereof  the  Prince  hath  demanded  of  me 
what  account  is  given.  And  becaufe  I  cannot  inform 
his  Highnefs  of  any  proceeding  therein,  I  defire 
your  Lordihip  to  ufe  all  expedition,  that  may  be,  in 
making  your  anfwer  to  me,  that  I  may  give  his 
Highnefs  fome  fatisfadion,  who  is  very  defirous 
thereof.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Royfton,   14th  of  ^     t^ 

OdobsT,  1620.  G.  Buckingham, 

Indorfed,  Touching  the  regijler  of  wills. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  DESIRE  your  Lordfhip  to  continue  your  fa- 
vour to  Sir  Thomas  Gerrard,  in  the  bufmefs  con- 
cerning  him,  wherein  I  fignifted  his  Majefty's  plea- 
fure  to  your  Lordihip.  And  one  favour  more  I  am 
to  intreat  of  your  Lordftiip  in  his  behalf,  that  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  fpeak  to  one  of  the  affiftants  of  the 

{*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 

•    Chancellor 
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Chancellor  of  the  Duchy,  in  whofe  court  he  hath  a 
caufe  depending,  as  he  will  more  fully  inform  your 
Lordfhip  himfeif,  to  fee,  that  he  may  have  a  fair 
proceeding,  according  to  juflicc  :  for  which  I  will 
ever  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

jRovfton,   15th  of 
Oaober,i62o.  G.   Bu  C  K  I  K  G  HAM* 


*To  the  Marquis  cf  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordfliip  defirlng  to  underfland  what 
cometh  of  the  bufmefs,  after  which  the  Prince 
hearkeneth,  I  was  in  doubt  which  of  the  two  bufi- 
neffes  you  meant  -,  that  of  the  Duchy,  or  that  of  the 
Prerogative-Court  for  wills  ;  for  both  are  recom- 
mended from  the  Prince.  But  be  it  one,  or  be  it  the 
other,  no  time  hath  been  loft  in  either  •,  for  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Naunton  and  I  have  entered  into  both.  For 
the  Duchy,  we  have  already  ftayed  all  proceeding  to 
the  King's  diflervice  for  thofe  manors,  which  arc  not 
already  pafled  under  feal.  For  that,  which  is  pafled, 
we  have  heard  the  Attorney  (r)  with  none,  or  little, 
fatisfadlion  hitherto.  The  Chancellor  (j)  is  not  yet 
come,  though  fent  for.  For  the  other,  we  have  heard 
Sir  John  Bennet  (/),  and  given  him  leave  to  acquaint 
my  Lord  of  Canterbury  -,  and  have  required  the  Sol- 
licitor  («)  to  come  well  prepared  for  the  King.  So 
that  in  neither  we  can  certify  yet  •,  and  to  trouble 

{r)  Sir  Henry  Yelverton. 

(x)  Sir  Humphrey  May,  made  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy, 
March  9,  161 7. 

{t)  Judge  of  the  Prerogative-Court  of  Canterbury.  In  162 1 
he  was  fined  200CO  I.  for  bribery,  corruption,  and  exadlion  in  that 
office.     He  died  in  1627.  {u)  Sir  Thomas  Coventry. 

your 
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your  Lordfhip,  while  bufinefs  is  but  in  paflage,  were 
time  loft.     I  ^ver  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Oclober  16,   1620. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 


To  /i?^  K  I  N  G,  thanking  his  Majejly  for  his  graciotcs 
acceptance  of  his  hook. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

I  CANNOT  exprefs,  how  much  comfort  I  re- 
ceived by  your  laft  letter  of  your  own  royal 
hand  ['u;),  I  fee  your  Majefty  is  a  ftar,  that  hath  be- 
nevolent afpefl  and  gracious  influence  upon  all 
things,  that  tend  to  a  general  good. 

Daphni^  quid  antiques  figncrum  fufpicis  artus  ? 
Ecce  Dion^i  procejft  C^faris  afirum  \ 
Aftrum^  quo  fegetes  gauderent  frugihus^  et  quo 
Duceret  apricis  in  collihus  uva  color  em  (x). 

This  work,  which  is  for  the  bettering  of  men's  bread 
and  wine,  which  are  the  charadlers  of  temporal  blefs- 
ings  and  facraments  of  eternal,  I  hope,  by  God's  holy 
providence,  will  be  ripened  by  Ca^far's  ftar. 

Your  Majefty  fhall  not  only  do  to  myfelf  a  fingu- 
lar  favour,  but  to  your  bufinefs  a  material  help,  if 
you  will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  open  yourfelf  to  me 
in  thofe  things,  wherein  you  may  be  unfatisfied.  For 
though  this  work,  as  by  pofition  and  principle,  doth 
difclaim  to  be  tried  by  any  thing  but  by  experience, 

{nv)  of  the  i6thof  Cdober,  1620,  printed  in  Lord  Bacon '» 
Works. 

(x)  Virgil,  Eclc^.  IX.  ver/.  46—50. 

and 
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and  the  refults  of  experience  in  a  true  way  •,  yet  the 
fharpnefs  and  profoundnefs  of  your  Majelly's  judge- 
ment ought  to  be  an  exception  to  this  general  rule  «, 
and  your  quellions,obrervations,and  admohifhments> 
may  do  infinite  good. 

This  comfortable  beginning  makes  me  hope  far^ 
ther,  that  your  Majefty  will  be  aiding  to  me,  in  fetting 
men  on  work  for  the  colle6ling  of  a  natural  and 
experimental  hiflory,  which  is  l?a/is  totius  nego- 
tiiy  a  thing,  which  I  aiTure  myfelf,  will  be  from 
time  to  time  an  excellent  recreation  unto  you  ;  I  fay, 
to  that  admirable  fpirit  of  yours,  that  delighteth  in 
light:  and  I  hope  well,  that  even  in  your  times 
many  noble  inventions  may  be  difcovered  for  man's 
ufe.  For  who  can  tell,  now  this  mine  of  truth  is 
opened,  how  the  veins  go ;  and  what  lieth  higher, 
and  what  lieth  lower  ?  But  let  me  trouble  your  Ma- 
jefty no  farther  at  this  time,  God  ever  preferve  and 
profper  your  Majefty. 

[Oftober  19,  1620.] 


To  the  Marquis  of  BuckIKgham* 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1SEND  now  only  to  give  his  Majefty  thanks  for 
the  fmgular  comfort,  which  I  received  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letter  of  his  own  hand,  touching  my  book. 
And  I  muft  alfo  give  your  Lordfhip  of  my  beft 
thanks,  for  your  letter  fo  kindly  and  affedlionately 
written. 

I  did  even  now  receive  your  Lordftiip's  letter 
touching  the  proclamation,  and  do  approve  his  Ma- 
jefty's  judgement  and  forefight  about  mine  own.  Nei- 
ther would  I  have  thought  of  inferting  matter  of  ftate 
for  the  vulgar,  but  chat  now-a-days  there  is  no  vul- 
gar, but  all  ftatefmen.  But,  as  his  Majefty  doth  ex- 
cellently 
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ceilently  confider,  the  time  of  it  is  not  yet  proper. 
I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant. 


Cftober  19,  1620. 


Fr.  Verulam,  Ca7tc. 


Indorfed, 

In  anfwer  to  his  Majejlfs  dire^ions  touching  the  po- 

clamation  for  a  'parliament. 


Notes  of  a  Speech  of  the  "Lovld  Chancellor 

in  the  Star-Chamber^  in  the  caufe  of  Sir  Henry 
Ye  lve  RTON5  Attorney  General  (y), 

SORRY  for  the  perfon,  being  a  gentleman,  that 
I  lived  with  in  Grey's-Inn  •,  ferved  with  him 
when  I  was  Attorney  •,  joined  with  him  in  many  fer- 
vices,  and  one,  that  ever  gave  me  more  attributes 
in  public,  than  I  deferved  ;  and,  befides,  a  man  of 
very  good  parts,  which  with  me  is  friendihip  at  firft 
fight  •,  much  more,  joined  with  fo  ancient  an  ac- 
quaintance. 

But,  as  a  Judge,  I  hold  the  offence  very  great, 
and  that  without  prefTing  meafure ;  upon  v/hich  I 
will  only  make  a  few  obfervations,  and  fo  leave  it. 

(y)  Ke  was  profecuted  in  the  Star-Chamber,  for  having  pafT^  d 
certain  claufes  in  a  charter,  lately  granted  to  the  city  of  London, 
not  agreeable  to  his  Majefty's  warrant,  and  derogatory  to  his 
honour.  But  the  chief  reafon  of  the  feverity  a:;ainll  him  was 
thought  to  be  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  refentment  againit 
him,  for  having  oppofed,  according  to  the  duty  of  his  office, 
fome  o^preflive,  if  not  illegal,  patents,  which  the  projeftors  of 
thofe  time?  were  bufy  in  preparing, 

R  I.  Firil 
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.  1,  Firft  I  obferve  the  danger  and  confequence  of 
the  offence :  for  if  it  be  fuffered,  that  the  learned 
council  Ihall  pra6tife  the  art  of  multiplication  upon 
their  warrants,  the  crown  v/ill  be  deftroyed  in  fmall 
time.  The  great  feal,  the  privy  feal,  fignet,  are  fo- 
lemn  things  •,  but  they  follow  the  King's  hand. 
It  is  the  bill  drawn  by  the  learned  council  and  the 
docquet,  that  leads  the  King's  hand. 

2.  Next  I  note  the  nature  of  the  defence.     As 
firft,  that  ic  was  error  in  judgement :  for  this  furely, 
if  the  offence  were  fmall,  though  clear,  or  great,  but 
doubtful,  I  fhould  hardly  fentence  it.     For  it  is  hard 
to   draw  a  ftrait  line  by  fteadinefs   of  hand  -,    but 
it  could  not  be  the  fwerving  of  the  liand.     And 
herein  I  note  the  wifdom  of  the  law  of  England, 
which  termeth  the  highell  contempts  and  e:rceffes  of 
authority,  mifpri/ionsi,  which,  if  you  take  the  found 
and  derivation  of  the  words,  is  but  ynijiaken :  but  if 
you  take  the  ufe  and  acceptation  of  the  word,  it  is 
high  and  heinous  contempts  and  ufjrpations  of  au- 
thority •,  v/hereof  the  reafon  I  take  to  be,    and  the 
name  excellently  impofed  \  for  that  main  miitaking, 
it  is  ever  joined  with  contempt ;  for  he,  that  reveres, 
will  not  eafily  miffai^e  j    but  he,  that  flights,  and 
thinks    more   of  the  greatnefs   of   his   place   than 
of  the  duty  of  his    place,    will  foon  commit  mif- 
prifions. 

Indorfed,  SUr-Chamher^  05loher  24,  1620. 
Notes  upon  Mr,  Attorneys  caiife. 


To  t. 


'he  Marq^uis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

T  may  be,  your  Lordlhip  will  exped  to  hear  from 
me  what  pafled  yefterday  in  the  Star-Chamber, 
touching  Yelver ton's  caufe,  though  we  defi red  Se- 
cretary Calvert  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  therewith. 


I 


2 
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To  make  fhorr,  at  the  motion  of  the  Attorney,  in 
perfon  at  the  bar,  and  at  the  motion  of  my  Lord 
Steward  (z)  in  court,  the  day  of  proceeding  is  de^ 
ferred  till  the  King's  plcafure  is  known.  This  was 
againft  my  opinion,  then  declared  plain  enough ; 
but  put  to  votes,  and  ruled  by  the  m?jor  parr, 
though  fome  concurred  with  me. 

I  do  not  like  of  this  courfe,  in  refped  that  it  purs 
the  King  in  a  ilrait  -,  for  either  the  note  of  feverity 
mi] ft  reft  upon  his  Majefty,  if  he  go  on ;  or  the 
thanks  of  clemency  is  in  fonie  part  taken  away,  if 
his  Majefty  go  hot  on. 

I  have  cor  unum  et  via  una  ;  and  therefore  did  my 
part  as  a  Judge  and  the  King's  Chancellor.  What 
\%  farther  to  be  done,  I  will  advife  the  King  faith- 
fully, when  I  fee  his  Majefty  and  your  Lordfliip. 
But  before  I  give  advice,   I  muft  afK  a  queftion  firft. 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  obliged  friend^ 

and  faithful  fervant, 
prober  28,  1620. 

Fr.  Ve  R  u L AM,  Canc^ 


To  the  King. 

it  may  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majeft)*, 

IN  performance  of  your  royal  pleafure,  ^\gmn^(^  by- 
Sir  John  Suckling  {a\  we  have  at  feveral  times 
confidered  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Chriftopher  Vjl- 
liers  (Z'),  and  have  heard,  as  well  the  regifters  and  mini- 
fters  of  the  Prerogative-Court  of  Canterbury,  and  their 

(«)  The  Duke  of  Lenox. 

{a)  He  was  afterwards  Comptroller  of  the  Houfhold  to  King 
Charles  I,  and  father  of  the  poet  of  the  fame  name. 

{b)  Youngeft  brother  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  He 
was  created,  April  23,  1623,  Baron  of  Dave;itr/  and  Earl  of 
Anglefey.     He  died  September  24,  1624. 
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council,  as  alfo  the  council  of  the  Lord  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury.  And  fetting  afide  fuch  other  points, 
as  are  defired  by  the  petition,  we  do  think,  that  your 
Majefly  may  by  law,  and  without  inconvenience,  ap- 
point an  officer,  that  fhall  have  the  ingroffing  of  the 
tranfcripts  of  all  wills  to  be  fealed  with  the  feal  of 
either  of  the  Prerogative-Courts,  which  iliall  be 
proved  in  commiini  forma  \  and  likewife  of  all  inven- 
tories, to  be  exhibited  in  the  fame  courts. 

We  fee  it  necelTary,  that  all  wills,  which  are  not 
judicially  controverted,  be  ingroffed  before  the  pro- 
bate. Yet,  as  the  lav/  now  flands,  no  officer  of  thofe 
courts  can  lav/fully  take  any  fee  or  reward  for  in- 
groffing the  faid  wills  and  inventories,  the  flatutc 
of  the  2ift  of  King  Henry  the  Vlllth  reftraining 
them.  Wherefore  we  hold  it  much  more  convenient, 
that  it  fhould  be  done  by  a  lawful  officer,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  your  Majeft)^,  than  in  a  caufc  not  war- 
rantable by  law.  Yet  our  humble  opinion  and  ad- 
vice is,  that  good  conlideration  be  had  in  paffing 
this  book,  as  well  touching  a  moderate  proportion 
of  fees  to  be  allowed  for  the  pains  and  travel  of  the 
officer,  as  for  the  expedition  of  the  fuitor,  in  fuch 
fort,  that  the  fubje6b  may  find  himfelf  in  better  cafe 
than  he  is  now,  and  not  in  worfe. 

But  however  we  conceive  this  may  be  convenient 
in  the  two  courts  of  prerogative,  where  there  is 
much  bufinefs  -,  yet  in  the  ordinary  courle  of  the  Bi- 
fhop's  diccefans,  we  hold  the  fame  will  be  inconve- 
nient, in  regard  of  the  fm.all  employment. 

Your  Maje^'s  moft  faithful, 

and  obedient  fervant, 

November  15,  1620.  Fp..  VerulAM,   Canc^ 

Robert  Naunton, 
Henry  Montagu  (r). 

{c)  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench',  who,  on  the  ;5(i 
of  December  follov.ing,  was  advanced  to  the  poll  of  Loxd  High 
Treafurcr.  p      2"* 
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^0  the  Lord  Ch  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

FTER  my  very  hearty  commendations,  I  have 
.  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  your  letter,  who 
commanded  me  to  tell  you,  that  he  had  been  think- 
ing upon  the  fame  point,  whereof  you  write,  three 
or  four  days  ago,  being  fo  far  from  making  any 
queftion  of  it,  that  he  every  day  expeded  when  a 
writ  fliould  come  down.  For  at  the  creation  of 
Prince  Henry,  the  Lords  of  the  council  and  Judges 
allured  his  Majefty  of  as  much,  as  the  precedents, 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  fpeak  of.     And  fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  very  loving  friend 

at  command, 

Newmarket,    the  24th 

of Novemb.  1620.  G.  Buckingham. 

Indorfed, 

Shewing  his  Majefty  is  fatisfied  with  precedents^  touching 
the  Prince's  fummons  to  'parliament. 


T'o  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordiliip  may  find,  that  in  the  number 
of  patents,  which  we  have  reprefented  to  his 
Majefty,  as  like  to  be  ftirred  in  by  the  Lower  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  we  have  fet  down  three,  which  may 
concern  fome  of  your  Lordfhip's  fpecial  friends, 
which  I  account  as  mine  own  friends  -,  and  fo  ftiewcd 
myfelf,  when  they  were  in  fuit.    The  one,  that  to  Sir 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 
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Giles  MompefTon,  touching  the  inns  •,  the  fecond,  ft) 
Mr.  Chriftopher  Villiers  and  Mr.  Maule,  touching 
the  recognizances  for  ale-houfesj  the  third,  to  Mr. 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  touching  the  caflc.  Thefe 
in  duty  could  not  be  omitted,  for  that,  fpecially  the 
two  fiiil  of  them,  are  more  rumoured,  both  by  the 
vulgar,  and  by  the  gentlemen,  yea,  and  by  the 
Judges  themfelves,  than  any  other  patents  at  this 
day.  Thertibre  I  thought  it  appertained  to  the  fin- 
gular  love  and  afieciiion,  \shkh  I  bear  you  upon  fa 
many  obligations,  to  wifh  and  advile,  that  your 
l.ordfnip,  whom  God  hath  made  in  all  things  lb  fit 
to  he  beloved,  would  put  off  the  envy  of  thefe  things, 
which  1  think  in  thennfelves  bear  no  great  fruit  •,  and 
rather  take  the  thanks  for  cealing  them,  than  the 
note  for  maintaining  them.  But,  howfoever,  let  me 
know  your  mind,  and  your  Lordihip  Ih^il  find  I  will 
go  your  v/ay. 

I  cannot  exprefs,  how  much  comfort  I  take  in  the 
choice  his  Majefly  hath  made  of  my  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  to  be  Lord  Treafurer  •,  not  for  his  fake,  nor 
for  my  fake,  but  for  the  King's  fake ;  hoping,  that 
nov;  a  number  of  counfels,  which  I  have  given  for 
the  eftablifivment  of  his  Majefty's  ellare,  and  have 
lain  dead  and  buried  deeper  than  this  fnow,  may  now 
f}oring  up,  and  bear  fruit  -,  the  rather,  for  that  I  per- 
fuade  myfelf,  lie  and  I  fl:all  run  one  way.  And  yet 
I  know  well,  that  in  this  doubling  world  cor  una  et  via 
una  is  rare  in  one  man,  but  more  rare  between  two. 
And  therefore,  if  it  pleafe  his  Majefly,  according  to 
his  prudent  cuflom  in  fuch  cafes,  to  cafl  out,  now  at 
his  combing  down,  fome  words,  which  may  the  better 
knit  us  in  conjundion  to  do  him  fervice,  I  fuppofe  it 
will  be  to  no  idle  purpofe. 

And  as  an  old  truant  in  the  commifHon  of  the 
treafur)%  let  me  put  his  iVjajcfly  in  remembrance  of 
three  things  now  upon  his  entrance,  which  he  is  pre- 
feiitly  to  go  in  hand  with  :  the  firf^,  to  make  Ireland 

to 
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tx)  bear  the  charge  thereof :  the  fecond,  to  bring  all 
accounts  to  one  purie  in  the  Exchequer :  the  third, 
by  all  poflible  means  to  endeavour  the  taking  off  of 
the  anticipations.  There  be  a  thoufand  things  more; 
but  thefe  being  his  Majefly's  laft  commands  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treaiur\%  with  fuch  as  in  his 
Majefly's  princely  judgement  fnall  occur,  will  do  well 
to  feafon  his  place. 

Your  Lordrhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

November  29,   1620. 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane, 

As  foon  as  I  had  written  this  letter,  I  received 
your  Lordfhip*s  letter,  touching  my  Lord  Chief 
Juftice,  which  redoubled  my  comfort,  to  fee  how 
his  Majefly's  thoughts  and  mine,  his  poor  fervant*s, 
and  your  Lordfhip's,  mxet. 

I  fend  inclofed  names  for  the  Speaker  -,  and  if  his 
Majefly,  or  your  Lordfhip,  demand  our  opinion, 
which  of  them,  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice  will  tell  you. 
It  were  well  it  were  difpatched  •,  for  elfe  I  will  not 
dine  with  the  Speaker  •,  for  his  drink  will  not  be  laid 
In  time  enough. 

I  befeech  your  Lordfhip,  care  may  t>e  taken,  than 
our  general  letter  may  be  kept  fecret,  whereof  my 
Lord  Chief  Juflice  will  tell  you  the  reafon. 


T^G   the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your.mofl  excellent  Majefly, 

ACCORDING  to  your  commandm.pnt,  v/e  have 
heard  once  more  the  pro6tor3  of  the  Preroga- 
tive-Court, what  they  could  fay  •,  and  find  no  reafon 

R  4  to 
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to  a^lter,  in  any  parr,  our  former  certificate.  Thus 
rniKrh  wirhall  we  think  fit  to  note  to  your  Majcfty, 
that  our  former  certificate,  which  v/e  now  ratify,  is 
principally  grounded  upon  a  point  in  law,  upon  the 
flatute  of  21  Henry  VIII,  wherein  we  the  Chancellor 
and  Treafurer,  for  our  own  opinions,  do  conceive 
the  law  is  clear ;  and  your  Soilicitor  General  (d) 
concurs. 

Now  whether  your  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  refl 
in  our  opinions,  and  fo  lo  pafs  the  patents;  or 
give  us  leave  to  aifiic  ourfelves  with  the  opinion  of 
ibme  principal  Judges  now  in  town,  whereby  the 
law  may  be  the  iDetter  refolved,  to  avoid  farther  que- 
flion  hereafter  •,  we  leave  it  to  your  Majefly's  royal 
pleafure.  This  we  reprefent  the  rather,  becaufe  we 
difcern  fuch  a  confidence  in  the  prodlors,  and  thofe 
upon  whom  they  depend,  as,  it  is  not  unlike,  they 
v/ili  bring  it  to  a  legal  queftion. 

And  fo  we  humbly  kils  your  Majefty's  hands,  pray- 
ing for  your  prefervation. 

Your  Majefly's  mod  humble 

and  obedient  fervants, 

York-houfc,  December  t-       xr  r^ 

12,  1620.  r?..   Verulam,  La7tc, 

Henry  Montagu, 
Robert  Naunton. 

^Ije  Lord  Chancellor  and  two  Chief 
Justices  {e)  to  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham. 

Our  very  good  Lord, 

IT  may  pleafe  his  Majefl)^  to  call  to  mind,  that 
when  we  gave  his   Majefly  our  lafl  account  of 

(aj  Sir  Thomas  Coventry,  who  was  made  Attorney  Genera!, 
January  14,  162°. 

(.")  Sir  Henry  Montagu  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir  Henry 
Hobart  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

parliament 
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parliament  bufinefs  in  his  prefence,  we  went  over 
the  grievances  of  the  laft  parliament  in  7 mo  (f)^ 
with  our  opinion  by  way  of  probable  conjecture, 
which  of  them  are  like  to  fall  off,  and  which  may 
perchance  flick  and  be  renewed.  And  we  did  alfo 
then  acquaint  his  Majefly,  that  we  thought  it  no  lefs 
fit  to  take  into  confideration  grievances  of  like  na- 
ture, which  have  fprung  up  fmce  the  faid  laft  fefnon, 
which  are  the  more  like  to  be  called  upon,  by  how 
much  they  are  the  more  frefh,  fignifying  withall, 
that  they  were  of  two  kinds  ;  fome  proclamations 
and  commifTions,  and  many  patents ;  which,  never- 
thelefs,  we  did  not  trouble  his  Majefty  withall  in 
particular ;  partly,  for  that  we  \vei'e  not  th-n  f  Jiiy 
prepared  (as  being  a  work  of  fome  length,)  and 
partly,  for  that  we  then  defired  and  obtained  leave  of 
his  Majefly  to  communicate  them  with  the  council- 
table.  But  now  fince,  I,  the  Chancellor,  received  his 
Majelly*s  pleafure  by  Secretary  Calvert,  that  we 
fhouid  firfl  prefent  them  to.  his  Maje  ty  wiih  feme 
advice  thereupon  provifionally,  and  as  v.e  are  capa- 
ble, and  thereupon  know  his  Majv-fty's  plealure  be- 
fore they  be  brought  to  the  table,  which  is  the  w^ork 
of  this  difpatch. 

And  hereupon  his  Majefly  may  be  likewife  pleafed 
to  call  to  mind,  that  we  then  laid,  and  do  now  alfo 
humbly  make  remonflance  to  his  Majefly,  that  in 
this  we  do  not  fo  much  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  our  own 
minds  or  judgements  upon  the  particulars,  as  we  do 
perfonate  the  Lower  Houfe,  and  call  with  ourfdves 
what  is  like  to  be  flirred  there.  And  therefore  if 
there  be  any  thing,  either  in  refpe6t  of  the  matter^ 
or  the  perfons,  that  ftands  not  fo  well  with  his  Ma- 
jefly's  good  liking,  that  his  Majefly  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  not  to  impute  it  unto  us ;  and  withall 

(f)  that  which  began  February  9,  1609;  and  was  prorogued 
July  23,   1610. 

3  t=> 


250  let:  TE  R  Sy  ^c.  of 

to  confider,  that  it  is  to  this  good  end,  that  his  Ma? 
jefly  may  either  remove  fach  of  them,  ;as  in  his  own 
princely  judgement,  or  ^vith  the  advice  of  his  coun- 
cil, he  fliaii  think  fit  to  be  removed ;  or  be  the  better 
provided  to  carry  through  luch  of  them,  as  he  fhall 
think  fit  to  be  maintained,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be 
moved',  and  fo  the  lefs  furprifed. 

Firft,  therefore  to  begin  with  the  patents,  we  find, 
three  forts  of  patents,  and  thofe  fomewhat  frequent, 
fince  the  feffion  of  ymo,  which  ingenere  we  conceive 
may  be  moil  fubjed  to  exception  of  grievance  •,  pa- 
tents of  old  debts,  patents  of  concealments,  and 
patents  of  monopolies,  and  forfeitures  for  difpenfa- 
tions  of  penal  laws,  together  with  fome  other  parti- 
culars, which  fall  not  fo  properly  under  any  one 
head. 

.    In  thefe  three  heads,  we  do  humbly  advife  feveral 
courfes  to  be  taken  ^  for  the  firft  two,  of  old  debts 
and  concealments,  for  that  they  are  in  a  fort  legal, 
though  there  may  be  found  out  fome  point  in  law  to 
overthrow  them  -,  yet  it  would  be  a  long  bufinefs  by 
courfe  of  law,  and  a  matter  unufual  by  aft  of  coun- 
cil, to  call  them  in.    But  that,  that  moves  us  chiefly, 
to  avoid  the  queilioning  them  at  the  council-table, 
is,  becaufe  if  they  fhall  be  taken  away  by  the  King's 
aft,  it  may  let  in  upon  him  a  flood  of  fuitors  for  re- 
compence  ;  whereas,  if  they  be  taken  away  at  the 
luit  of  the  parliament,  and  a  law  thereupon  mjade, 
it  frees  the  King,  and  leaves  him  to  give  recompence 
only  where  he  Ihall   be  •  pleafed   to   intend  grace. 
Wherefore  we  conceive  the  moft  convenient  way  will 
be,  if  fome  grave  and  difcreet  gentleman  of  the  coun- 
try, fuch  as  have  lofl:  relation  to  the  court,  make, 
at  fit  times,  fome  modell  motion  touching  the  fame  ; 
and  that  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
permit  fom.e  law  to  pafs  (for  the  time  paft  only,  no 
ways  touching  his  Majefly's  regal  pow^r)  to  free  the 
fubjefts  from  the  fame  •,  and  \o  his  Majefty,  after  due 
confultation,  to  give  way  unto  it.  For 
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For  the  third,  we  do  humbly  advife,  that  fuch  of 
them,  as  his  Maicfty  fhall  give  way  to  have  called  in> 
may  be  queftioned  before  the  council-table,  either  as 
granted  contrary  to  his  Majefty's  book  of  bounty,  or 
found  fince  to  have  been  abufed  in  the  execution,  or 
otherwife  by  experience  difcovered  to  be  burden- 
fome  to  the  country.  But  herein  we  fhall  add  this 
farther  humble  advice,  that  it  be  not  done  as  matter 
of  preparation  to  a  parliament  •,  but  that  occafion  be 
taken,  partly  upon  revifing  of  the  book  of  bounty, 
and  partly  upon  the  frefh  examples  in  Sir  Henry  Yel- 
verton's  cafe  of  abufe  and  furreption  in  obtaining  of 
patents ;  and  likewife,  that  it  be  but  as  a  continuance 
in  conformity  of  the  council's  former  diligence  and  vi- 
gilancy,  which  hath  already  flayed  and  revoked  divers 
patents  of  like  nature,  whereof  we  are  ready  to  fhew  the 
examples.  Thus,  we  conceive,  his  Majefty  fnall  keep 
his  greatnefs,  and  fomev;hat  fhall  be  done  in  parlia- 
ment, and  ibmewhat  out  of  parliament,  as  the  na- 
ture  of  the  fubjcft  and  bufmefs  require. 

We  have  fent  his  Majefty  herewith  a  fchedule  of 
the  particulars  of  thefe  three  kinds  -,  wherein,  for  the 
firft  two,  we  have  fet  down  all  that  we  could  at  this 
timiC  difcover  :  but  in  the  latter,  we  have  chofen  out 
but  Ibme,  that  are  moft  in  fpeech,  and  do  moft  tend, 
either  to  the  vexation  of  the  common  people,  or  the 
difcountenancing  of  our  gentlemen  and  juftices,  the 
one  being  the  original,  the  other  the  reprefentative 
of  the  commons. 

There  being  many  more  of  like  nature,  but  not 
of  like  weight,  nor  fo  much  rumoured,  which,  to  take 
away  now  in  a  blaze,  will  give  more  fcandal,  that  fuch 
things  were  granted,  than  thanks,  that  they  be  now 
revoked. 

And  becaufe  all  things  may  appear  to  his  Majefty 
in  the  true  light,  we  have  fet  down,  as  well  the 
fuitors  as  the  grants,  and  not  only  thofe,  in  whofe 
names  the  patents  were  taken,  but  thofe,  v/hom  they 
concern,  as  far  as  comes  to  our  knowledge.  For 
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For  proclamations  and  commifTions,  they  are  ten- 
der things  ;  and  we  are  willing  to  meddle  with  them 
iparingly.  For  as  for  fuch,  as  do  but  wait  upon  pa- 
tents (wherein 'his  Majefly,as  we  conceived,  gave  fome 
approbation  to  have  them  taken  away,)  it  is  better 
they  fall  away,  by  taking  away  the  patent  itfeif,  than 
otherwife  ;  for  a  proclamation  cannot  be  revoked 
but  by  proclamation,  which  we  avoid. 

For  thofe  commonwealth  bills,  which  his  Majefty 
approved  to  be  put  in  readinefs,  and  fome  other 
things,  there  will  be  time  enough  hereafter  to  give 
his  Majeily  account,  and  amongft  them,  of  the  ex- 
tent of  his  Majefty's  pardon,  which,  if  his  fubjeds 
do  their  part,  as  we  hope  they  will,  we  do  wifh  may 
be  more  liberal  than  of  later  times,  a  pardon  being 
the  ancient  remuneration  in  parliament. 

Thus  hoping  his  Majefty,  out  of  his  gracious  and 
accuftomed  benignity,  will  accept  of  our  faithful  en- 
deavours, and  fupply  the  reft  by  his  own  princely 
wifdom  and  direction ;  and  alfo  humbly  praying  hi^ 
Maiefty,  that  when  he  hath  himfelf  confidered  of  our 
humble  proportions,  he  will  give  us  leave  to  impart 
them  all,  or  as  much  as  he  fhall  think  fit,  to  the 
Lords  of  his  Council,  for  the  better  ftrength  of  his 
fervice,  we  conclude  with  our  prayers  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  happy  prefervation,  and  always  reft  &c. 

Indorfed, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  two  Chief  Jufiices  to  the 

King^  concerning  parliament  hufinefs. 

To  the  ho  KD  Chancellor,  and  the  Lord M a n- 
DEviLLE,  Lord  Treafurer  of  England  (*). 

My  honourable  Lords, 

I S  Majefty  is  pleafed,  according  to  your  Lord- 
fhips  certificate,  to  rely  upon  your  judgements, 

(*)  Harl.  MSS.   Vol.  7000. 
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and  hath  made  choice  of  Sir  Robert  Lloyd,  Knighr, 
to  be  Patentee  and  Mafter  of  the  Office  of  ingrofling^ 
the  Tranfcripts  of  all  Wills  and  Inventories  in  the 
Prerogative-Courts,  during  his  Highnefs's  pieafure, 
and  to  be  accountable  unto  his  Majefty  for  fuch  pro- 
fits, as  fhall  arife  out  of  the  fame  office.  And  his 
Majefty's  farther  pleafure  is,  that  your  Lordfhip 
forthwith  proportion  and  fet  down,  as  wtU  a  reafon- 
able  rate  of  fees  for  the  fubjed  to  pay  for  ingroffing 
the  faid  tranfcripts,  as  alfo  fuch  fees,  as  your  Lordfhip 
fhall  conceive  fit  to  be  allowed  to  the  faid  patentee  for 
the  charge  of  clerks  and  minifters  for  execution  of 
the  laid  office.  And  to  this  c^cd:  his  Majefty  hath 
commanded  me  to  fignify  his  pleafure  to  his  Sollicitor 
General  (g),  to  prepare  a  book  for  his  Majefty's  fig- 
nature.  And  fo  I  bid  your  Lordihip  heartily  well  to 
fare,  and  remain 

Your  Lordfliip's  very  loving  friend, 

Rovfton,  December  ^    _. 

•  ,„   i52o.  G.Buckingham. 


T<?  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  WAS  fo  full  of  cold,  as  I  could  not  attend  his 
Majefty  to-day.  Yefterday  I  difpatched  the  pro- 
clamation with  the  council.  There  was  a  motion  to 
have  ftiarpened  it  •,  but  better  none,  than  over  flvarp 
at  firft.  I  moved  the  council  alfo  for  fupplying  the 
committee  for  drawing  of  bills  and  fome  other  matters, 
in  regard  of  my  Lord'^Hobart's  (^)  ficknefs,  who,  I 
think,  will  hardly  efcape  :  which,  though  it  be  hap- 
pinefs  for  him,  yet  it  is  lofs  for  us. 

f^J  Sir  Thomas  Coventry. 

U)  Lord  Chief  Juftic;  of  the  CoiTjmpn  Pl?as. 
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Mean  while,  as  I  propounded  to  the  King,  which 
he  allowed  well,  \  have  broken  the  main  of  the  par- 
liament into  queftions  and  parts,  which  I  fend.  It 
may  be,  it  is  an  over-diligence  ;  but  flill  methinks 
there  is  a  middle  thing  between  art  and  chance  :  I 
think  they  call  it  provklence,  or  fome  fuch  thing, 
which  good  fervants  owe  to  their  Sovereign,  fpecially 
in  cafes  of  importance  and  ilraits  of  occafions.  And 
thofe  huffing  eleclions,  and  general  licence  of  fpeech, 
ought  to  make  us  the  better  provided.  The  way 
wiU  be>  if  his  Majeily  be  pleafed  to  perufe  thefc 
queftions  advifedly,  and  give  me  leave  to  wait  on 
him  •,  and  then  refer  it  to  fome  few  of  the  council,  a 
little  to  advife  upon  it.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

December  23,   1620. 

F  R.  Ve  r  u  l  a  m,  CaHC4 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*)• 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HI  S  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  his 
pleafure  unto  your  Lordihip,  that  Sir  Thomas 
Coventry,  now  his  Sollicitor  General,  be  forthwith 
made  his  Attorney  General :  and  that  your  Lordftiip 
give  order  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  draw  up  a 
grant  of  the  faid  place  unto  him  accordingly.  And 
fo  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fer^Tant, 

Whitehall,  9th  of 
Januagr,  1620.  G.   BUCKINGHAM* 

(*)  Harl;MSSv  Vol.7000. 
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To  the  Lord  Chancellor  (*)» 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  intreated  to  recommend  unto  your 
Lordfhip  the  difLrefled  cafe  of  the  Lady  Martin, 
v/idow  of  Sir  Richard  Martin,  deceafed,  who  hath  a 
caufe  to  be  heard  before  your  Lordlhip  in  the  Chan- 
cery, at  your  fird  fitting  in  the  next  term,  between 
her  and  one  Archer,  and  others,  upon  an  ancient 
ftatute,  due  long  fince  unto  her  hufband  ;  which 
caufe,  I  am  informed,  hath  received  three  verdicts 
for  her  in  tiie  common  law,  a  decree  in  the  Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, and  a  difmiflion  before  your 
Lcrdfliip  :  which  I  was  the  more  willing  to  do,  be- 
caufe  I  have  k^n  a  letter  of  his  Majefty  to  the  faid 
Sir  Richard  Martin,  acknowledging  the  good  fervice, 
that  he  did  him  in  this  Kingdom,  at  the  time  of  his 
Majefb/s  being  in  Scotland.  And  therefore  I  defire 
your  Lordfhip,  that  you  would  give  her  a  full  and 
fair  hearing  of  her  caufe,  and  a  fpeedy  difpatch 
thereof,  her  poverty  being  fuch,  that  having  nothing 
to  live  on  but  her'hufband's  debts,  if  her  fuit  long 
depend,  flie  fhall  be  inforced  to  lofe  her  caufe  for 
want  of  means  to  follow  i^  :  wherein  I  will  acknow- 
ledge your  Lordlhip's  favour,  and  reft 

Your  Lordlhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Whitehall,  the  13  th  of 

January,   1620.  G.  BUCKINGHAM^ 


(*)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000, 
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To  the  Lord   C  h  an  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  honourable  Lord, 

HI S  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  his 
pleafure  unto  you,  that  you  give  prelent  order 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  draw  a  bill  to  be  figned 
by  his  Majefty  for  Robert  Heath,  late  Recorder  of 
London,  to  be  his  Majefty 's  Sollicitor  General.  So 
I  reft 

Your  Lordftiip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Theobalds,  20th  of 

January,  1620.  G.    BUCKINGHAM". 


To  the  King  (J), 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

I  THANK  God  I  number  days,  both  in  thank- 
fulnefs  to  him,  and  in  warning  co  myfelf.  I  ftiouid 
likewife  number  your  Majefty's  benefits,  which,  as, 
to  take  them  in  all  kinds,  they  are  without  number; 
fo  even  in  this  kind  of  ftep3  and  degrees  of  advance- 
ment, they  are  in  greater  number,  than  fcarcely  any 
other  of  your  fubjcdls  can  (ay.  For  this  is  now  the 
eighth  time,  that  your  Majefty  hath  raifed  me. 

You  formed  me  of  the  learned  council  extraor- 
dinary, without  patent  or  fee,  a  kind  of  iridivi- 
duum  vagum.  You  eftablifhed  me,  and  brought 
me  into  ordinary.  Soon  after,  you  placed  me  Sol- 
licitor, where  I  fenced  feven  years.  Then  your 
Majefty  made   me  your   Attorney,    or   Procurator 

{;)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  70C0. 

{i}  This  feems  to  have  been  written  by  Lord  St.  Albans,  jufl 
after  he  was  created  a  Vikount  by  tiiat  title,  January  27,  1620. 

General ; 
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General  •,  then  Privy  Counfellor,  while  I  was  Attor- 
ney j  a  kind  of  mnacle  of  your  favour,  that  had  not 
been  in  many  ages  :  thence  Keeper  of  your  Seal ; 
and,  becaufe  that  was  a  kind  of  planet,  and  not  fixed. 
Chancellor  :  and,  when  your  Majeily  could  raife 
me  no  higher,  it  was  your  grace  to  illuftrate  me 
with  beams  of  honour,  firft  making  rne  Baron  Ve- 
rulam,  and  nov/ Vifcount  St.  Alban.  So  this  is  the 
eighth  rife  or  reach,  a  diapafon  in  mufic,  even  a 
good  number,  and  accord  for  a  clofe.  And  fo  I  may, 
without  luperihtion,  be  buried  in  St.  Alban's  habit 
or  veflment. 

Befides  the  number,  the  obligation  is  increafed  by 
three  notes  or  marks  :  iirfb,  that  they  proceed  from 
fuch  a  King  •,  for  honours  from  feme  Kings  are  but 
great  chancels,  or  counters,  fet  high  j  but  from  your 
Majefly,  they  are  indeed  dignities,  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  your  grace.  Secondly,  in  refped  of  the 
continuance  of  your  Majeily's  favour^  v/hich  pro- 
ceedeth,  as  the  divine  favour,  from  grace  to  grace. 
And,  thirdly,  thefe  fplendors  of  honour  are  like  your 
freed  patents,  ahfque  aliquid  inde  reddendo.  Offices 
have  burdens  of  cares  and  labours  ;  but  honours 
have  no  burden  but  thankful nefs,  which  doth  rather 
raife  men's  fpirits,  than  accable  them,  or  prefs  them 
down. 

Then  I  muft  fay,  qidd  retrihuam  ?  I  have  nothing 
of  mine  ov/n.  Thar,  that  God  hath  given  me,  I 
fliall  prefent  unto  your  Majeily  -,  which  is  care  and 
diligence,  and  affiduous  endeavour,  and  that,  which 
is  the  chief,  cor  union  et  vian  unam  \  hoping,  that 
your  Majefty  will  do,  as  your  fuperior  doth  ;  that  is, 
finding  my  heart-  upright,  you  will  bear  wirh  my 
other  imperfections.  And  lalfly,  your  Majeily  fliall 
have  the  belt  of  my  time,  which,  I  afTure  myfelf,  I 
ft^all  conclude  in  your  favour,  and  furvive  in  your 
remembrance.  And  that  is  my  prayer  for  myfelf. 
The  reft  ihall  be  in  prayers  for  your  Majeily 

S  To 
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To  the  Lord  Chan  c  e  llo  r  (*). 

My  noble  Lord, 

I  HAVE  fhewed  your  letter  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefly,  who  faith  there  are  too  many  thanks  in  it 
for  fo  Imall  a  favour  •,  which  he  holdeth  too  little  to 
encourage  fo  well  a  deferving  fervant.  For  myfelf, 
I  fliall  ever  reioice  at  the  manifeftation  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  favour  toward  you,  and  will  contribute  all, 
that  is  in  me,  to  the  increafing  of  his  good  opinion ; 
ever  reding 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

G.  Buckingham. 


Speech   of  the    Lord    Vifcount    St.    A  lb  an.    Lord 
Chancelhr^.  to  the  parliament^  January  30,  1620. 

My  Lords  and  Mafters, 

YOU  have  heard  the  King's  fpeech ;  and  it  makes 
me  call  to  mind  what  Solomon  faith,  who  was 
alfo  a  King  :  The  words  of  the  wife  are  as  nails  and 
finSy  driven  in  and  faftened  by  the  mafters  of  affemblies. 
The  King  is  the  mafter  of  this  aflembly ;  and  though 
his  words,  in  regard  of  the  fweetnefs  of  them,  do 
not  prick  •,  yet,  in  regard  of  the  weight  and  wifdom 
of  them,  I  know  they  pierce  through  and  through ; 
that  is,  both  into  your  memories,  and  into  your 
affeftions ;  and  there  I  leave  them. 

As  the  King  himfelf  hath  declared  unto  you  the 
caufes  of  the  convoking  of  this  parliament ;  fo  he 
hath  commanded  me  to  fet  before  you  the  true  infti- 

{")  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  7000. 
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tution  and  ufe  of  a  parliament,  that  thereby  you  may 
take  your  aim,  and  govern  yourfelves  the  better  in 
parliament  matters  :  for  then  are  all  things  in  beft 
ftate,  when  they  are  prefervcd  in  their  primitive  infti- 
tution  ;  for  otherwife,  ye  know  the  principle  of  phi- 
lofophy  to  be,  that  the  corruption  or  degeneration  of 
the  beft  things  is  the  worft. 

The  Kings  of  this  realm  have  ufed  to  fummon 
their  parliaments  or  eftates  for  three  ends  or  pur- 
pofes ;  for  advice,  for  afient,  and  for  aid. 

For  advice,  it  is  no  doubt  great  furety  for  Kings 
to  take  advice  and  information  from  their  parliament. 
It  is  advice,  that  proceedeth  out  of  experience :  it 
is  not  fpeculative  or  abftradt     It  is  a  well-tried  ad- 
vice, and  that  pafleth  many  revenues,  and  hath  Ar- 
gus's eyes.     It  is  an  advice,  that  commonly  is  free 
from  private  and  particular  ends,  which  is  the  bane  of 
counfel     For  although  fome  particular  members  of 
parliament  may  have  their  private  ends^  yet  one  man 
fets  another  upright;  fo  that  the  refultate  of  their 
counfels  is,  for  the  moft  parr,  dired  and  fmcere.     But 
this  advice  is  to  be  given  with  diftindlion  of  the  fub- 
jeds :  they  are  to  tender  and  offer  their  advice  by 
bill  or  petition,  as  the  cafe  requires.     But  in   thofe 
things,  that  are  Arcayia  Imperii^  and  referved  points 
of  fovereignty,   as  making  of  war  or  peace,  or  the 
like,  there  they  are  to  apply  their  advice  to  that, 
which  fhall  be  communicated  unto  them  by  the  King, 
without  prefTing  farther  within  the  vail,  or  reachino* 
forth  to  the  forbidden  fruit  of  knowledge.     In  thefe 
things  the  rule  holds,  tantum  permijfum  quantum  com- 
mijfum. 


Sz  To 
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^0  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

WITH  due  thanks  for  your  lafl  vifit,  this  day 
is  a  play-day  for  me.  But  I  will  wait  on 
your  Lordiliip,  if  it  be  neceflary. 

I  do  hear  from  divers  of  judgement,  that  to* 
morrow's  conference  [k)  is  like  to  pafs  in  a  calm, 
as  to  the  referrees  (l).  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield,  who 
hadi  been  formerly  the  trumpet,  faid  yefterday,  that 
he  did  now  incline  to  Sir  John  Walter's  opinion  and 
iTiotion^  not  to  have  the  referrees  meddled  with 
otherwile,  than  to  diicount  it  from  the  King  •,  anci 
fo  not  to  look  back,  but  to  the  future.  And  I  do 
hear  almoft  all  men  of  judgement  in  the  Houfe  wifh 
TiOW  thai  way.  I  woo  no  body  :  I  do  but  liilen,  and 
I  have  doubt  only  of  Sir  i:dward  Coke,  who,  1  wifh, 
had  Ibme  ro'jnd  caveat  given  him  from  the  King  •,  for 
your  Lordfnip  hath  no  great  power  with  him  :  but 
]  think  a  word  from  the  King  mates  him. 

If  things  be  carried  fair  by  the  committees  of  the 
Lower  Koufe,  I  am  in  lome  doubt,  whether  there 
will  be  occafion  for  your  Lordfhip  to  fpeak  to-mor- 
row ;  though,  I  confefs,  I  inchne  to  wilh  you  did, 
chiefly  becaufe  you  are  fortunate  in  that  kind  \  and, 
to  be  plain  alio,  for  our  better  countenance,  when 
your  Lordfliip,  according  to  your  noble  propofition, 

{k)  On  Monday  the  £;th  of  March,  i62f ,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
received  a  mefTage  from  the  Commons,  defiring  a  conference 
touching  certain  grievances,  principally  concerning  Sir  Giles 
MompeiTcn.     See  Journal  of  the  Koufe  of  Lords. 

(I)  thofe,  to  whom  the  King  referred  the  petitions,  to  con- 
fider,  whether  they  were  fit  to  he  granted  or  no.  This  explana- 
tion of  the  word  referrees  I  owe  to  a  note  in  a  MS.  letter,  written 
to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Jofeph  Mead  of  Chrifl's  College,  Cam, 
bridge, 
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•fliall  fhew  more  regard  of  the  fraternity  you  have 
with  great  counfellors,  than  of  the  intereft  of  your 
natural  brother. 

Always,-  good  my  Lord,  let  us  think  of  times 
out  of  parliament,  as  well  as  the  prefent  time  in  par- 
liament, and  let  us  not  all  be  put  es  poiirpoint,  .  Fair 
and  moderate  courieaare  ever  betlin  caufes  of  eilate  5 
the  rarliCr,  becaufe  I  wiiTi  this  parliament,  by  the 
fweet  and  united  pafTages  thereof,  may  increafe  the 
King's  reputation  with  foreigners,  who  may  make 
a  far  other  judgement  than  we  mean,  of  a  beginning 
to  queftion  great  counfellors  and  officers  of  the  crown, 
by  courts,  or  aflemblies  of  eftates.  But  the  reflec- 
tion upon  my  particular  in  this  makes  me  more 
fparing,  than  perhaps,  as  a  counfellors  I  ought  to  be, 

God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfhip's  true  fervant  all  and  ever, 

March  7,  the  day  I  re-  -r.        o        a  r^ 

ceived  the  Teal,  1620.  Fr.    St.  AlBAN,   Canc^ 


Tq  the  King  {nt). 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

1  RECEIVED  your  Majefty's  letter  about  mid- 
night :  and  becaufe  it  was  llronger  than  the  an- 
cient  fummons   of  the  Exchequer,    which  is,  Jlcut 

teiffum 

{?n)  The  date  of  this  letter  is  determined  to  be  the  8th  of 
March,  1622,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  mentioned  to 
have  been  written  on  that  Thurfday,  on  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
adjourned  to  the  Saturday  following.  It  appears  from  the  Journal 
of  that  Houfc,  that  on  the  8th  of  March,  1620,  the  faid  Houfe, 
at  which  were  prefent  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, was  adjourned  to  Saturday  the  loth,  on  u  hich  day  a 
conference  of  both  Houfes  was  held  relating  to  the  complaint  of 
that  of  the  Commons  againfl  Sir  Giles  Mompeffon.  Of  this  con- 
ference the  Lord  Chancellor  made  report  on  Monday,  March  12, 

S3  to 
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teipfum  €t  omnia  tua  dtligis  \  whereas  this  was  ficuf  me 
diligis ;  I  ufed  all  poffible  care  to  effed  your  Ma- 
jefty's  good  will  and  pleafure. 

I  fent  early  to  the  Prince,  and  to  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer  *,  and  we  attended  his  Highnefs,  foon  after  feven 
of  the  clock,  at  Whitehall,  to  avoid  farther  note. 
We  agreed,  that,  if  the  meflage  came,  we  would  put 
the  Lords  into  this  way,  that  the  anfwer  fhould  be, 
that  we  underftood  they  came,  prepared  both  with 
examination  and  precedent  •,  and  we  likewife  defired 
to  be  alike  prepared,  that  the  conference  might  be 
with  more  fruit. 

I  did  farther  fpeak  with  my  Lord  of  Canterbury, 
when  I  came  to  the  Houfe,  not  letting  him  know 
any  part  of  the  bufinefs,  that  he  would  go  on  with  a 
motion,  which  he  had  told  me  of  the  day  before, 
that  the  Lords  Houfe  might  not  fit  Wednefday  and 
Friday,  becaufe  they  were  con  vocation- days;  and  fo 
Was  the  former  cuftom  of  parliament. 

As  good  luck  was,  the  Houfe  read  two  bills,  and 
had  no  other  bufinefs  at  all :  whereupon  my  Lord  of 
Canterbury  made  hi«  motion  •,  and  I  adjourned  the 
Houfe  till  Saturday.  It  was  no  fooner  done,  bur 
came  the  mefiage  from  the  Lower  Houfe.  But 'the 
confummatum  eft  was  paft,  though  I  perceived  a  great 
willingnefs,  in  many  of  the  Lords,  to  have  recalled 
it,  if  it  might  have  been. 


to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  remarking,  that  **  the  inducement  to  this 
*<  conference  was  to  clear  the  King's  honour,  touching  grants 
<*  to  Sir  Giles,  and  the  palfages  in  procuring  the  fame."  After 
this  report  of  the  conference,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  William 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  complained  to  the  Houfe,  that  ^^yo  gnat 
Lordsy  meaning  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Mande^dlle,  had,  in  that  conference,  /pake  in 
their  (rwn  difence^  not  being  allonxed  to  do  Jo  <vuhen  the  committees  tjoere 
named.  Upon  which  both  the  Lords  acknowledged  their  error, 
and  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe. 

So 
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So  with  my  beft  prayers  for  your  Majefty's  pre- 
fervadon,  I  reft 

Your  Majefty's  moft  bounden 

and  moft  devoted  ferv^ant, 

ThurfJay,  at  eleven  of  t^       o        a  i^ 

our  forenoon  [March  TR.  2>T.  ALBAN,   UinC, 

$,  1620.] 

y<?  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  {0). 


Y 


My  v€ry  good  Lord, 
OUR  Lordfhip  fpoke  of  purgatory.  I  am  now 
_  in  it  •,  but  my  mind  is  in  a  calm  -,  for  my  for- 
tune is  not  my  felicit}-.  I  know  I  have  clean  hands, 
and  a  clean  heart  •,  and,  I  hope,  a  clean  houfe  for  friends 
or  fervants.  But  Job  himfelf,  or  whofoever  was  the 
jufteft  judge,  by  fuch  hunting  for  matters  againft 
him,  as  hath  been  ufed  againft  m^e,  may  for  a  time 
feem  foul,  efpecially  in  a  time,  when  greatnefs  is 
the  mark,  and  accufation  is  the  game.  And  if  this 
be  to  be  a  Chancellor,  I  think,  if  the  great  feal  lay 
upon  Hounflow  Heath,  no  body  would  take  it  up. 
But  the  King  and  your  Lordfhip  will,  I  hope,  put  an 
end  to  thefe  my  ftraits  one  way  or  other.  And  in 
troth  that,  which  I  fear  moft,  is,  left -continual  at- 
tendance and  bufmefs,  together  with  thefe  cares, 
and  want  of  time  to  do  my  weak  body  right  this 
fpring  by  diet  and  phyfic,  will  caft  me  down  ;  and 
that  it  will  be  thought  feigning,  or  fainting.  But  I 
hope  in  God  I  ftiall  hold  out.     God  profper  you. 

{0)  This  letter  feems  to  have  been  written  foon  after  Lord  St. 
Alban  began  to  be  accufed  ot  abufes  in  his  ofiice  of  Chancellor, 


S   4  T'f 


264  LETTERS,  i^c.    of 


To  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy ,  Sir  Humphrey 

May. 

Good  Mr.  Chancellor, 

THERE  will  come,  upon  Friday,  before  you  a 
patent  (p)  of  his  Majefty's  for  the  feparation 
of  the  company  of  apothecaries  from  the  company 
of  grocers,  and  their  furvey,  and  the  erefting  them 
into  a  corporation  of  themfelves  under  the  furvey  of 
the  phyficians.  It  is,  as  I  conceive,  a  fair  bufmefs 
both  for  law  and  conveniency,  and  a  work,  which 
the  King  made  his  owri,  and  did,  and,  as  I  hear,  doth 
take  much  to  heart.  It  is  in  favorem  vit^^  where 
the  other  partis  in  favorem  lucri.  You  may  perhaps 
think  me  partial  to  apothecaries,  that  have  been  ever 
puddering  in  phyfic  all  my  life.  But  there  is  a 
circumftance,  that  touches  upon  me  but  pofl  diem, 
for  it  is  comprehended  in  the  charge  and  fentence 
pafTed  upon  me.  It  is  true,  that  after  I  had  put  the  feal 
to  the  patent,  the  apothecaries  (q)  prefented  me  with 

(pj  The  patent  for  incorporating  the  apothecaries  by  them- 
felves, by  the  appellation  of  T/je  Haters,  JVardens^  and  Scciety  of 
the  Art  and  Myftery  rf  Apothecaries  of  London y  was  dated  December 
6,  1617.  They  "had  been  incorparated  with  the  company  of 
grocers,  April  9,    i6o6. 

{q)  His  Lordiliip  being  charged  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  he  had  received  lool.  of  t\iQ  nenjo  company  of 'apothecaries ^ 
that  food  againjl  the  grocersy  as  likewifc'  a  taller  of  gold  worth  be- 
tween 400  and  500 1.  with  a  prefent  of  ambergrife,  from  the 
apothecaries  that  food  ^jiih  the  grocers^  and  200  1.  of  the  grocers  3 
he  admits  the  fevcral  fums  to  have  been  received  of  the  three 
parties,  but  alledgej,  **  that  he  confidered  thofe  prefehts  as  iiO 
**  judicial  bufinefs,  but  a  concord  of  compofition  bet>veen  the 
*'  parties  :  and  as  he  thought  they  had  all  three  received  good, 
**  and  they  were  all  common  purfes,  he  thought  it  the  lefs  matter 
'*  to  receive  what  they  voluntarily  prefented ;  for  if  he  had  taken 
**  it  in  the  nature  of  a  bribe,  he  knew  it  could  not  be  concealed^i 

bccaufe  it  rauil  be  put   to  the  account  of  the  three  fevcral 


*^  companies. 


an 


i 
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:in  hun(3red  pounds.  It  was  no  judicial  affair.  But 
howfoever,  as  it  may  not  be  defended,  fo  I  would  be 
glad  it  were  not  raked  up  more  than  needs.  I  doubt 
only  the  chair  (r),  becaufe  I  hear  he  ufeth  names 
fharply  •,  and  befides,  it  may  be,  he  hath  a  tooth  at 
me  yet,  which  is  not  fallen  out  with  age.  But  the 
bell  is,  as  one  faith,  fatis  eft  lapfos  non  erigere-,  urgere 
'verb  jacentes^  aut  pr^cipitantes  impellere^  certe  eft  inbu- 
fnanum,  Mr.  Chancellor,  if  you  will  be  nobly 
pleafed  to  grace  me  upon  this  occafion,  by  fhewing 
tendernefs  of  my  name,  and  commiferation  of  my 
fortune,  there  is  no  man  in  that  aflembly,  from 
whofe  mouth  I  had  rather  it  fhould  come.  I  hope  it 
will  be  no  difhonour  to  you.  It  will  oblige  me  much, 
and  be  a  worthy  fruit  of  our  lail  reintegration  of 
friendlhip.     I  reft 

Your  faithful  friend  to  do  you  fervice. 


Memoranda  of  what  the  Lord  Chancellor 
intejided  to  deliver  to  /i?f  King,  Ap7-il  16,  1621  (j), 
upon  hisjirfi  accefs  to  his  Majefty  after  bis  troubles. 

THAT  howfoever  it  goeth  with  me,  I  think 
myfelf  infinitely  bound  to  his  Majefty  for  ad- 
mitting me  to  touch  the  h:;m  of  his  garment  j  and 
that,  according  to  my  faith,  fo  be  it  unto  me. 

The 

(/•)  Sir  Robert  Philips  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  for  inquiring  into  the  abufes  of  the  courts 
of  juilice.  He  was  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Philips,  Mailer  of  the 
Rolls,  who  died  September  ii,  1614,  being  fucceeded  by  Sir 
Julius  Cssfar,  to  whom  the  King  had  given,  January  16,  161-°-, 
under  the  great  feal,  the  reverfion  of  that  poll:. 

{:)  A  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  appointed 
about  the  12th  of  March,  i6r^,  to  infped  the  abufeVof  the 
courts  of  juftice,  of  which  Sir  tdward  Sackville  was  named  the 
Chairman,   but  by  reafon  of  fom.c  indifporition,  Sir  Robert  Phi- 

lip* 
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That  I  ought  alfo  humbly  \o  thank  his  Majefty  for 
that,  in  that  excellent  fpeech  of  his,  which  is  printed, 

that 

lips  was  chofen  in  his  room.     The  firft  thing  they  fell  upon  was 
bribery  and  corruption,  of  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  accufeA 
"by  \.r.  Chriftopher  Aubrey  and  Mr.  Edward  Egerton,  who  af- 
firmed, that  they  had  procured  money  to  be  given  to  his  Lordihip 
to  promote  their  caufes  dependliig  before  him.     This  charge  be- 
ing corroborated  by  fome  circumllaRces,  a  report  of  it  was  made 
from  the  committee  to  theHoufe,  onThurfday  the  15  th  of  March ; 
and  a  fecond,  on  the  17th,  of  other  matters  of  the  fame  nature 
charged  upon  his  Lordfhip.     The  heads  of  the  accufation  having 
been  drawn  up,  were  prefented  by  the  Commons  to  the  Lords, 
in  a  conference  on  Monday  the  19th  0^  the  fame  month.     The 
fubje^l  of  this  conference  being  reported,  the  next  day,  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham prcicnted  to  their  lx)rdfhips  a  letter  to  them  from  the  Lord 
Chani^ellor,  dated  that  day.     Upon  this  letter,  anfwer  was  fent 
from  the  Lords  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,   on  the  20th,  that  they 
had  received  his  letter,  and  ir tended  to  proceed  in  his  caufe,  now 
before  them,  according  to  the  rule  of  juftice,  dcfiring  his  Lord- 
fhip to  provide  for  his  jufl  defence.     The  next  day,  March  21, 
the  Commons  fent  to  the  Lords  a  farther  charge  againft  the  Lord 
Chancellor  ;  and  their  Lordfhips,  in  the  mean  time,  examined 
the  complaints  againit  him,  aaid  witneCes  in  the  Houfe,  and  ap» 
pointed  a  fele45l  committee  of  themfehes   to  take  examination§ 
likcwife.     Tov^aids  the  latter  end  of  March,  thefeffion  was  dif- 
continued  for  feme  time,  in  hopes,  as  it  was  imagined,  of  foften- 
ing  the  Lord  Chancellor's  fall  :  but  upon  the  re-affem.bling  of  the 
parliament,  mo  e  complaints  being  daily  reprcfcn ted,  on  Wed- 
nefday,  April  24,  the  Prnce  figniiied  unto  the  Lords,  that  his 
Lordfiiip  had  fent  afLibmiCicn,  dated  the  2 2d.     Which  the  Lords 
haling    confidered,    and   heard  the    colledion  of  corruptions 
charged  on  him,  and  the  proofs  read,  they  fent  a  copy  of  the 
fame,  without  r'  c  proofs,  to  him  by  Baron  Denham  and  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  with  this  meilUge,  that   his   Lordlhip's   con- 
felTion  was  not  fully  fet  down  by  him  ;  and  that  they  had  there- 
fore fent  him  the  particular  charge,  and  expcded  his  anfwer  to 
it  with  all  convenient  expedition.     To  which  he  anfwered,  that 
he  would  return  their  Lordfhips  an   anfwer  with  fpeed.     On  the 
25th  cf  April,  the  Lords  confidered  of  his  faid  anfwer,  and  fent 
a  fecond   mellage  by  the  fame  perfons,  that  having  received  a 
doubtful  anfwer  to  their  meflnge,  fent  him  the  day  before,  they 
now  fent  to  him  again,  to  know  diredly  and  preiently,  whether 
his  Lordfhip  would  make  his  confefTion,  or  fland  upon  his  de- 
fence.    His  anfwer  returned  bv  the  fame  meffengers  was,  that 

he 
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that  fpeech  of  fo  great  maturity,  wherein  the  ele- 
ments are  fo  well  mingled,  by  kindling  affection,  by 
walhing  away  afperfion,  by  eftablifhing  of  opinion, 
and  yet  giving  way  to  opinion,  I  do  find  fome  pafiagcs, 
which  I  do  conftrue  to  my  advantage* 

And  iaftly,  that  I  have  heard  from  my  friends, 
that  notwithilanding  thefe  waves  of  information,  hi& 
Majefty  mentions  my  name  v;ith  grace  and  favour. 

In  the  next  place,  I  am  to  make  an  oblation  of  my- 
felf  into  his  Majeily's  hands,  that,  as,  I  wrote  to  him, 
I  am  as  clay  in  his  hands^  his  Majefty  may  make  a 
ve.Tel  of  honour  or  diflionour  of  me,  as  I  find  favour 
in  his  eyes  ^  and  that  I  fubmit  myfelf  wholly  to  his 
grace  and  mercy,  and  to  be  governed  both  in  my 
caufe  and  fortunes  by  his  diredtion,  knowing,  that 
his  heart  is  infcrutable  for  good.  Only  I  may  exprefs 
myfelf  thus  far,  that  my  defire  is,  that  the  thread,  or 
line,  or  my  life,  may  be  no  longer  than  the  thread,  or 
line,  of  my  fervice  :  I  mean,  that  I  may  be  of  ufe  to 
your  Majefty  in  one  kind  or  other. 

Now  for  any  farther  fpeech,  I  would  humbly  pray 
his  Majefty,  that  whatfoever  the  law  of  nature  ihaU 
teach  me  to  fpeak  for  my  own  prefervation,  your 
Majefty  will  underftand  it  to  be  in  fuch  fort,  as  I  do 
neverthelefs  depend  wholly  upon  your  will  and  plea- 
fure.     And  under  this  fubmiflion,  if  your  Majefty 

he  would  make  no  manner  of  defence,  but  meant  to  acknow- 
ledge corruption,  and  to  make  a  particular  confeirion  to  everv 
point,  and  after  that  an  humble  fubmiHion  ;  but  humbly  craved 
liberty,  that  where  the  charge  was  more  fuU  than  he  finds  the 
truth  of  the  fadl,  he  may  make  declaration  of  the  truth  in  fuch 
particulars,  the  charge  bein^  brief,  and  containing  not  all  cir-* 
cumiknces.  The  Lords  fent  the  fame  mefi'engers,  to  let  him 
know,  that  they  granted  him  time  to  do  this  till  the  ?yionday 
following  ;  when  he  fent  his  confeffion,  and  fubmiflion  ;  which 
being  avowed  by  him  to  feveral  Lords,  fent  to  him,  the  Lords 
rcfolved,  on  the  2d  of  May,  to  proceed  to  fentence  iam  the  next 
morning,  and  fummoned  him  to  attend  ;  which  he  excuhng,  on 
account  of  being  confined  to  his  bed  by  ficknefs,  they  gave 
judgement  accordingly,  on  ths  ^dof  Mav,   1621. 

will 
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will  gracicully  give  mc  the  hearing,  I  will  open  my 
heart  unto  you,  both  touching  my  fault,  and  fortune. 

For  the  former  of  thefe,  I  ihall  deal  ingenuoudy 
with  your  Majefty,  without  fe^^king  fig-leaves,  or 
fubterfuges. 

There  be  three  degrees,  or  cafes,  as  I  conceive,  of 
gifts  and  rewards  given  to  a  Judge. 

The  firfl  is  of  bargain,  contract,  or  promlfe  of  re- 
ward, pendente  lite.  And  this  is  properly  called  ve- 
nalis  fententia^  or  baratria^  or  corrupela  munerum. 
And  of  this,  my  heart  tells  me,  I  am  innocent  ♦,  that 
I  had  no  bribe  or  reward  in  my  eye  or  thought,  when 
I  pronounced  any  fentence  or  order. 

The  fecond  is  a  negled  in  the  Judge  to  inform 
himfelf,  whether  the  caufe  be  fully  at  an  end,  or 
no,  what  time  he  receives  the  gift  •,  but  takes  it  up- 
on the  credit  of  the  party,  that  all  is  done  \  or  other- 
wife  omits  to  inquire. 

And  the  third  is,  when  it  is  xtztwt^finefraude^  aftef 
the  caufe  ended  -,  which,  it  feems  by  the  opinion  of 
the  civilians,  is  no  offence.  Look  into  the  cafe  of 
fimony,  &c. 


Draught  of  another  paptr  to  the  fame  pUrpofe. 

THERE  be  three  degrees,  or  cafes,  of  bribery^, 
charged,  or  fuppofed,  in  a  Judge  : 

The  firll,  of  bargain,  or  contract,  for  reward  to 
pervert  juftice. 

The  fecond,  where  the  Judge  conceives  the  caufe 
to  be  at  an  end,  by  the  information  of  the  party,  or 
otherwife,  and  ufeth  not  fuch  diligence,  as  he  ought, 
to  inquire  of  it.  And  the  third,  when  the  caufe  is 
really  ended,  and  it  is  fme  fraude^  without  relation 
to  any  precedent  promife. 

Now 
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Now  if  I  might  fee  the  particulars  of  my  charge, 
I  fhoiild  deal  plainly  with  your  Majeity,  in  whether 
of  thefc  degrees  ever\^  particular  cafe  falls. 

But  for  the  firil  of  them,  I  take  myfelf  to  be  as 
as  innocent,  as  any  born  upon  St.  Innocents  day,  in 
my  heart. . 

For  the  fecond,  I  doubt  in  fome  particulars  I  may 
be  faulty. 

And  for  the  laft,  I  conceived  it  to  be  no  fault ; 
but  th'^rein  I  defire  to  be  better  informed,  that  I  may 
be  tvrice  penitent,  once  for  the  fadl,  and  again  for 
the  error.  For  I  had  rather  be  a  briber,  than  a  de- 
fender of  bribes. 

I  mud  likewife  confefs  to  your  Majefly,  that  at 
New-year^s  tides,  and  likewife  at  my  firll  coming  in 
(which  was,  as  it  were,  my  wedding)  I  did  not  fo  pre- 
cifeiy,  as  perhaps  I  ought,  examine,  whether  thofe, 
that  preiented  m?,  had  caufes  before  me,  yea  or  no. 

And  this  i:  fmiply  all,  that  I  can  fay  for  the  prefent, 
concerning  my  charge,  until  I  may  receive  ic  more 
particularly.  And  ail  this  while,  I  do  not  Piv  to  that, 
as  to  fay,  that  thefe  things  are  vitia  tempcrisy  and  not 
vitia  hominis. 

For  my  fortune,  ftimma  fumnionnn  wiih  me  is, 
that  I  may  not  be  made  altogether  unprofi:abie  to  do 
your  Majeily's  fervice,  or  honour.  If  your  Majefty 
continue  me  as  I  am,  I  hope  I  lliall  be  a  new  man, 
and  iliall  reform  things  out  of  feeling,  more  than  ano- 
ther  can  do  out  of  example.  If  I  caft  part  of  my 
burden,  I  fhall  be  more  ftrong  and  ddizre  to  bear 
the  reft.  And,  to  tell  your  Majefty  what  my  thoughts 
run  upon,  I  think  of  writing  a  ftory  of  England, 
^nd  of  recompiling  of  your  laws  into  a  better  digeft. 

But  to  conclude,  I  m.oft  humbly  pray  your  IVIa- 
jefty's  diredions  and  advice.  For  as  your  Majefty 
})ath  ufed  to  give  me  the  attribute  of  care  of  your 
buftncfs  •,  fo  I  muft  now  caft  the  care  of  myfelf  upon 
God  and  you. 

Notes 
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(/)  Isotes  upon  Michae  l  dz  la  PoleV  Cajc. 

lo  Rich,  2.  nr^HE  offences  were  of  three  natures : 
A     I.  Deceits  to  the  King. 

2.  Mifgovernance  in  point  of  eftate,  whereby  the 
ordinances,  made  by  ten  CommifTioners  for  reforma- 
tion of  the  ftare,  were  fruflrated,  and  the  city  of 
Ghent,  in  foreign  parts,  loft. 

3.  And  his  fetting  the  feal  to  pardons  for  murders, 
and  other  enormous  crimes. 

The  judgement  was  imprifonment,  fine,  and  ran- 
fom,  and  reftitution  to  the  King,  but  nodifablement, 
nor  making  him  uncapable,  no  degrading  in  honour 
mentioned  in  the  judgement :  but  contrary-wife,  in 
the  claufe,  that  reftitution  Ihould  be  made  and  levied 
out  of  his  lands  and  goods,  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that 
becaufe  his  honour  of  Earl  was  not  taken  from  him, 
therefore  his  20  1.  -per  annum  creation  money  Ihould 
not  be  meddled  with. 

Obfervaiions  upon  ThorpeV  Cafe. 

24.  Edzv.  3.  His  offence  was  taking  of  money 
from  five  feveral  perfons,  that  were  felons,  for  ftay- 
ing  their  procefs  of  exigent  j  for  that  it  made  him  a 
kind  of  acceffary  of  felony,  and  touched  upon  matter 
capital. 

The  judgement  was  the  judgement  of  felony  :  but 
the  proceeding  had  many  things  ftrong  and  new ;  firft, 
the  proceeding  was  by  commiffion  of  oyer  and  temii- 
7ter^  and  by  jury  •,  and  not  by  parliament. 

The  judgement  is  recited  to  be  given  in  the  King's 
high  and  fovereign  power. 

(/)  This  paper  was  probably  drawn  up  on  occafion  of  the  pro- 
'-eedings  and  judgement  pafled  upon  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Al« 
ban  by  the  Kourc  of  Lords,  May  3,   1621. 

It 
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It  is  recited  likewife,  that  the  King,  when  he 
made  him  Chief  Jaltice,  and  increafed  his  wages,  did 
ere  tenus  fay  to  him,  in  the  prcfence  of  his  counciU 
that  now,  if  he  bribed,  he  would  hang  him  :  unto 
which  penance  (for  fo  the  r;::cord  called  it)  he  fub- 
mitted  himfelf.     So  it  was  a  judgement  bv  a  contrafb. 

His  oath  likewife,  which  was  devifed  fome  few 
years  before,  which  is  very  ftri6l  in  words,  that  he 
Ihall  take  no  reward,  neither  before  nor  after,  is 
chiefly  infilled  upon.  And  that,  which  is  more  to 
be  obferved,  there  is  a  precife  provifo,  that  the 
judgement  and  proceeding  Ihall  not  be  drawn  into 
example  againft  any,  and  fpecially  not  againft  any, 
who  have  not  taken  the  like  oath :  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  Mafter  of  the  Wards, 
&c.  take  not,  but  only  the  Judges  of  both  Benches, 
and  Baron  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  King  pardoned  him  prefently  after,  doubting, 
as  it  feems,  that  the  judgement  was  erroneous  both 
in  matter  and  form  of  proceeding  ;  brought  it  before 
the  Lords  of  Parliament,  who  afiirmed  the  judge- 
ment, and  gave  authority  to  the  King  in  the  like 
cafes,  for  the  time  to  come,  to  call  to  him  what  Lords 
it  pleafed  him,  and  to  adjudge  theiti. 

Notes  upon  Sir  John  LeeV  Cafe^  SU'ward  of  the 
King's  Houjhold^ 

44.  Edw.  3.  His  offences  were  great  oppreffions 
In  ufurpation  of  authority,  in  attacking  and  imprifon- 
ing  in  the  Tower,  and  other  prifons,  numbers  of  the 
King's  fubjedls,  for  caufes  no  ways  appertaining  to 
his  jurifdiftion  ;  and  for  difcharginging  an  appellant 
of  felony  without  warrant,  and  for  deceit  of  the 
King,  and  extortions. 

His  judgement  was  only  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower,  until  he  had  made  a  fine>  and  ranfom  at  the 
King's  wi|]  J  and  no  more. 
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'    -  i      Notes  upon  Lord  Latimer'^  Cafe. 

'  ^6  Edw,  3.  His  offences  were  very  iiigii  ana 
heinous,  drawing  upon  high  treafon  :  as  th^  extor- 
tious  taking  of  viduals  in  iirecagne  to  a^great  y^ue, 
without  paying  any  thing  •,  and  for  ranfoniing  divers 
parifhes  there  to  the  fum  of  83,000  L  contrary  to  the 
articles  of  truce  proclaimed  by  the  King;-,  for  fuffe.r-' 
ing  his  Deputies  and  Lieutenants  in  Bretagne  to  ex- 
a6V,  upon  the  towns  and  countries  there,-  clivers  fums 
of  money,  to  the  fum  of  1 50,000  crowns  ^  for  fharing 
with  Richard  Lyons,  in  his  deceit  of  the  King  ;  for 
inlarging,  by  his  own  authority,  divers  felons  ,  and 
divers  other  exorbitant  offences. 

Notwithflanding  all  this,  his  judgement  was  only 
to  be  committed  to  the  Marfhalfea,  and  to  make 
fine  and  ranfom  at  the  King's  will. 

But  after,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Commons,  in  regard 
of  thofe  horrible  and  treafonable  offences,  he  was  dif- 
placed  from  his  oiHce,  and  difabled  to  be  of  the 
King's  Council  •,  but  his  honours  not  touched,  and 
he  was  prefently  bailed  by  fome  of  the  Lords,  and 
fuffered  to  go  at  large. 

John  Lord  N  e  v  i  l  l  e  V  C^fe. 

50  Edw.  3.  His  offences  were  the  not  fnpplying 
the  full  number  of  the  foldiers  In  Bretagne,  accord- 
ing to  the  allowance  of  the  King's  pay.  And  the 
fecond  was  for  buying  certain  debts,  due  from  the 
King,  to  his  own  lucre,  and  giving  the  parties  fmall 
recompence,  and  fpecially  in  a  cafe  of  the  Lady 
I^venfholme. 

•And  it  was  prayed  by  the  Commons,    that  he' 
mighi  be  put  out  of  office  about  the  King:  biit 
there  was  no  judgement  given  upon  that  prayer, 
but  only  of  reftitutron  to  the  Lady,  and  a  general 
claufe  of*  being  punifhed  according  to  hia  demerits. 
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^0  the  Comt  G  ON  DO  MAR,    AmbaJ[adar   from  the 
court  of  Spain, 

IlluflrifTime  Domine  Legate, 

AM O REM  illuflrifTimse Dominatlonis  tuas  erga 
me,  ejufque  et  fervorem  et  candorem,  tarn  in 
prolperis  rebus,  quam  in  adverfis,  squabili  tenore 
conftantem  perfpexi.  Quo  nomine  tibi  meritas  ec 
debitas  gratias  ago.  Me  vero  jam  vocac  et  «tas, 
et  fortuna,  atque  etiam  genius  meus,  cui  adhuc  fatis 
morofe  fatisfeci,  ut  excedens  e  theatro  rerum  civilium 
literis  me  dedam,  et  ipfos  adores  inftruam,  et  po- 
fteritati  ferviam.  Id  mihl  fortafie  honori  erit,  et  de- 
gam  tanquam  in  atriis  vitas  melioris. 

Deus  illuftrifTmiamDominationem  tuam  incolumem 
fervet  et  profperamo 

Sen'us  tuus, 

Junii  6,  1621. 

Fji.  St.  Alban. 


To   Count    G  0  N  D  O  M  A  R  («). 

Illuftrifllme  et  excellentiflime  Domine, 

PERSPEXI  et  agnofco  providentiam  divinam, 
quod  in  tanta  folitudine  mihi  tanquam  ccsli- 
tus  ful-citaverit  talem  amicum,  qui  tantis  impiicatus 
negotiis,  et  in  tantis  temporis  angufiiis,  curam  mei 
habuerit,  idque  pro  me  effecerit,  quod  alii  amici  mei 
aut  non  aufi  lint  tentare,  aut  obtinere  non  potuerint. 
Atque  illuftrifTimae  Domination!  tuse  reddenciru5tum« 

(«)  li^Xh&LetUn,  Memoirs,  l^c.  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacasi' 
publill.ed  by  Mr.  Stephens,  in  1736,  p.  ^17,  is  a  Spanifh  letter 
10  h^m  fxom  Count  GoaJomar,  dated  £t  Londoh,  June  14,  162  f. 

T  propiium 
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•proprium  et  perpetuum  mores  tui  tarn  generofi,  er 
erga  omnia  officia  humanitatis  et  honoris  propcnfi-, 
neque  erit  fortafTe  inter  opera  tua  hoc  minimum, 
quod  me,  qui  et  aliquis  fui  apod  vivos,  neque  om- 
nino  intermoriar  apud  pofteros,  ope  et  gratia  tua 
erexeris,  confirmaris.  Ego  quid  pofTum  ?  Ero  tan- 
dem tuus,  'fi  minus  ufufruAu,  at  faltem  affet^tu. 
Vote.  Sub  cineribus  foftunas  vivi  erunt  Temper  ignes 
amoris.  Te  igitur  humillime  faluto,  tibi  valedico, 
omnia  profpera  exopto,  gratitudinem  teftor,  obfer- 
vantiam  polliceor. 

Illujlrijfimo  et  exeellentijfnno  Do.  Do.  Bidaco  Sarmiento 
de  Acuna^  Comiti  de  Gondomar^  Legato  Regis  Hifpa- 
fiiarum  extraordinario  in  Anglid. 


To   the   Marquis  of  B  u  c  k  i  ng  ham  {w). 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1  HUMBLY  thank  your  Lordfhip  for  the  grace 
and  favour,  which  you  did  both  to  the  meflage 
and  mefienger,  in  bringing  Mr.  Meautys  to  kifs  his 
Majefty's  hands,  and  to  receive  his  pleafure.  My 
,^ches  in  my  adverfity  hath  been,  that  I  have  had  a 
goofl  n^^ft<^^  ^  good  friend,  and  a  good  fervant. 

Per-fciving,  by  Mr.  Meautys,  his  Majefly's  incli- 
nation. It  fhall  be,  as  it  hath  ever  ufed  to  be  to  me, 
inftead  of  a  dire6lion  •,  and  therefore  I  purpofe  to  go 
forthwith  to  Gorhambury,  humbly  thanking  his 
Majefty  neverthelefs,  that  he  was  gracioully  plcafed 
to  have  acquainted  my  Lords  with  my  defire,  if  ic 
^had.ftood  me  fo  much  upon.  But  his  Majefty  knoweth 

(at)  Tills  letter  is  reprinted  here,  becaufe  it  differs,  in  fome 
refpefts,  from  that  publillied  in  Letters,  Memoirs,  Parliamentary 
4ffairs,  State  Papers,  i^-.  bv  Robert  Sfephcn^^  Efq;  p.  151.  Edit, 
l^ondon,  1736,  4to. 

bfft 
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beft  the  times  and  feafons  ♦,  and  to  his  grace  I  fubmit 
mylelt,  defiring  his  Majeily  and  your  Lordlliip  to 
take  my  letters  from  the  Tower  as  written  de  pro- 

fttndis^  and  thole  I  continue  to  write  to  be  ex  aquis 

falfa. 

[June  22,  1621.] 

Indoffed, 

Xo   Lord  Siurkingham^  upon  bringing  Mr,  Meanly s  to 
kifsjhe  King's  hands, 

"To  the   Marquis   of  B  u.  c^,i  n  p  h  a.m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1HAVE  written,  .as  I ;  thought,  it  decent  an  me  to 
do,  to  Jiis  Majefty  the  letter  I  fend  inclofed.    I 
:have   great  faith,    that  your  Lord^iip,    now  nobly 
and  like  yourfelf,  will  effe><^  with  his  Majeily.     In 
this  the  icing  is  of  himfelf,  and  it  hath  no  relation  to 
parliament.    I  have  written  alfo,  as  yourLordfliip  ad- 
.vifed  me,  only  touching  that  point  of  means.    I  have 
lived  hitherto  upon  the  fcraps  of  my  former  fortunes  ; 
_and  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  hold  out  longer.    Therefore 
I  hope  your  Lordlhip  will  now,  according  to  the  lov- 
ing promifes  and  hopes  given,  fettle  my  poor  for- 
tunes, or  rather  my  being.     I  am  much  fallen  in 
love  with  a  private  life  \  but  yet  I  fhall  fo  fpend  my 
time,  as  (ball  not  decay  my  abilities  for  ufe. 
God  preferve  and  profper  your  Lordfhip. 

[Sept.  5,  1621.] 

Tt)   the  Pr  in  c  e. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

IC  AN  N  OT  too  oft  acknowledore  ycrur  Hio-hnefs's 
favour   in  my  troubles  -,    but  acknowledgement 
pow  is  but  begging  of  new  favour.     Yet  even  that  is 

T  2  nor 
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not  inconvenient  •,  for  thankfgiving  and  petition  go 
well  together,  even  to  God  himfelf.  My  humble 
flnt  to  your  Highneis,  that  I  may  be  thought  on  for 
means  to  fubfilt;  and  to  that  purpofe,  that  your 
Highneis  will  join  with  my  noble  friend  to  the  King. 
That  done,  I  (hali  ever  be  ready,  either  at  God's  cal.l^ 
or  his  Majefly*s,  and  as  happy,  to  my  thinkings  as 
a  man  can  be,  that  muft  leave  to  ferve  fuch  a  King. 
God  prefe;:ve  and  prpfper  your  Highnefs. 

On  the  back  of  the  draughts  of  the  three  preceding  letters 

were  ivritten  the  following  memoranda. 

'■  -'J 

Bifliops  Winchefter  (a:),  Durham  (>;,  LGndon'(a5)4 

Lord  Duke  (^),  Lord  Hunfdon.  -  vi  i^-'.^ 

•  Lord  Chamberlain  (^),  to  thank  him  for  his  kind 
remembrance  by  you ;  and  though  in  this  private 
fortune  I  fhall  have  ufe  of  few  friends,  yet  I  cannot 
but  acknowledge  the  moderation  and  affedtion  his 
Lordftiip  Hiewed  in  my  bufmefs,  and  defirc,  that  of 
thole  few  his  Lordlhip  will  Hill  be  one  for  my  comfort, 
in  whatfoever  may  crofs  his  way,  for  the  furtherance 
of  my  private  life  and  fortune. 

Mr.  John  Murray.  If  there  be  any  thing,  that 
may  concern  me,  that  is  fit  for  him  to  fpeak,  and  me 
to  know,  tliat  I  may  receive  it  by  you. 

Mr.  Maxwell.  That  lam  forry,  that  fo  foon  as 
4' came  to  know  him,  and  to  be  beholding  to  him,  I 
-wanted  power  to  be  of  ufe  to  him. 

Lord  of  Kelly ;  and  to  acquaint  him  with  that  par; 
touching  the  confinement. 

^- n[.r)  I5r/ Andrews.  -^{y)  ^^^  Rictard  KiMe, 

.''."j(3r)  Dr,  George  Mountain.  {«)  Lenox. 


vJ;    ;-'i  »,f     , 
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To  the  King,  • 

It  may  pleafe your  Majefty,  ^j'^ ^-^  -'•' 

NOW  that  yO'Ur  Majefty  hath  paffed  ttie  recrea- 
tion of  your  progrefs,  there  is  neverthelefs  one 
kind  of  recreation,  which,  I  know,  remaineth  with 
your  Majefty  all  the  year  -,  which  is  to  do  good,  and 
to  exercife  your  clemency  and  beneficence.  1  fhall 
never  meafure  my  poor  lervice  by  the  merit,  which 
perhaps  is  fmall,  but  by  the  acceptation,  which  hath 
been  always  favourably  great.  1  have  ferved  your 
Majefty  now  feventeen  years  ;  and  ftnce  my  firft  fer- 
vice  (which  was  in  the  commilTion  of  the  union,)  I  re- 
ceived from  your  Majefty  never  chiding  or  rebuke, 
but  always  fweetncfs  and  thanks.  Neither  was  I, 
in  thefe  feventeen  years,  ever  chargeable  to  your 
Majefty,  but  got  my  means  in  an  honourable  fweat 
of  my  labour,  fave  that  of  late  your  Majefty  w^as 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me  the  penfion  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds  for  a  few  years.  For  in  that 
other  poor  prop  of  my  eftate,  which  is  the  farming 
of  the  petty  writs,  I  improved  your  Majefty's  revenue 
by  four  hundred  pounds  the  year.  And  likewife, 
when  1  received  the  feal,  I  left  both  the  Attorney's 
place,  which  was  a  gainful  place,  and  the  Gierkfhip 
of  the  Star-Chamber,  which  was  Queen  Eli2abeth*s 
:fiavour,  and  was  worth  twelve  hundred  pounds  by 
the  year,  which  would  have  been  a  good  ccmmendnm. 
The  honours,  which  your  Majefty  hath  done  me, 
have  put  me  above  the  means  to  get  my  living-,  and 
the  niifery  I  am  fallen  into  hath  put  me  below  the 
means  to  fubfrft  as  I  am.  }  hope  my  courfes  ftiall 
be  fuch,  for  this  Htrle  end  of  my  thread,  which  re- 
maineth, as  your  Majefty,  in  doing  me  good,  may 
do  good  to  many,  both  that  live  now,  and  fhall  be 
born  hereafter.     I  have  been  the  keeper  of  your  feal, 

T  ^  and 
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and  now  am  your  beadfman.     Let  your  own  royal' 
heart,  and  my  noble  friend,  fpeak  the  reft. 
God  preferve  and  profper  your  Majefty, 

Your  Majefty's  faithful 

poor  fervant  and  beadfman, 

Bepteifiber  5/  1621; 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

Cardinal  Wolfey  faid,-  that  if  he  had  pleafed  God 
as  he  pleafed  the  King,  he  had  not  been  ruined.  My 
confcience  faith  no  fuch  thing ;  for  I  know  not  but 
in  i'erving  you,  I  have  ferved  God  in  one.  But  it 
may  be,  if  I  had  pleafed  God,  as  I  had  pleafed  you, 
it  would  have  been  better  with  me. 


'To   the  K  I  N  cr. 

■  Ir  may  pleafe  your  nioft  excellent  Majefty, 

I  DO  very  humbly  tliank  your  Majefty  for  your 
gracious  remifTion  of  my  fine.  I  can  now,  I  t3iank 
God  and  you,  die,  and  make  a  will. 

I  defire  to  do,  for  the  little  time  God  fliall  fend 
me  life,  like  the  merchants  of  London,  which,- 
when  they  give  over  trade,  lay  out  their  money  upon 
land,  So,"^being  freed  from  civii  bufinefs,  I  lay 
forth  my  poor  talent  upon  thofe  things,  which 
may  be  perpetual,  ftill  having  relation  to  do  you 
honour  with  thofe  powers  I  have  left. 

I  have  therefore  chofen  to  write  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Vllth,  who  was  in  a  fort  your  forerunner, 
and  whofe  fpirit,  as  well  as  his  blood,  is  doubled 
u|)on  your  Majefty. 

I  durft  not  have  prefumed  tointreat  your  Majefty 
10  k>ok  over  the  book,  and  corre<5t  it,  or  at  leaft  to 

fignify 
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fignlfy  what  you  would  have  amended.  But  fmce 
you  arc  plealcd  to  lend  for  the  book,  I  will  hope 
for  it. 

{{c)  God  knoweth,  whether  ever  I  fhall  fee  you 
again;  but  I  will  pray  for  you  to  the  laft  gafp, 
reding] 

The  fame,  your  true  beadfman, 

baober  S,  1621. 

Fb:.  St,  Alb  an. 


GrarU  of  pardon  to  the  Vifcomt  St.  Ai!.ban,.  under  tjye 
privy  fed  (d). 

AS  FECIAL  pardon  granted  unto  Francis, 
Vifcount  St.  Alban,  for  all  felonies  done  and 
committed  againft  the  common  lav/s  and  ilatutes  of 
this  realm  -,  and  for  all  offences  of  praemunire*;  and 
for  all  miiprifioi^s.,  riots,  &c.  with  a  reftitution  of 
all  his  lands  ancj  goods  forfeited  by  reafon  of  any 
the  premifes ;  except  out  of  the  fame  pardon  all  trea- 
fons,  murders,  rapes>  in  cell ;  and  except  alfo  al' 
fines,  imprifonmcnts,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  ad- 
judged againft  the  faid  Vifcount  St.  Alban  by  a  fen» 
.tence  btely  made  in  the  parliament.  Tefte  Rege 
apud  Weftm.  17  die  Oclob,  anno  Regni  ilio  19. 
Per  lettre  de  privato  figillo. 

©r.  WiLt.iAMS,  Bijhop  of  Lincoln  ek^^  and  Lord 
Kespsr  of  the  Great  Seal^  to  the  Vifcount  St,  Albax. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

HAVING  perufed  a  privy  feal,    containing  a 
pardon  for  your  Lordfhip,    and  thought  fe- 
rioufly  thereupon,    I  find,   that  th^  pafling  of  the 

{c)  This  paiTage  has  a  line  drawn  over  it.,  - 

(d)  Cotton  Library,  Titus  Book  VII. 

T  4  fame 
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fame  (the  afTembly  in  parliament  fo  near  approacii- 
mg(e))  cannot  but  be  much  prejudicial  to  the  fervice 
of  the  King,  to  the  honour  of  my  Lord  of  Bucking- 
ham, to  that  commileration,  which  otherwife  would 
be  had  of  your  Lordfliip'S  prefent  eftate,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  my  judgement  and  fidelity,  I  have  ever 
a.^e6^ionately  loved  your  Lordfliip's  many  and  moft 
excelling  good  parts  and  endowments ;  nor  had  ever 
caufe  to  difaffedt  your  Lcrdihip's  perfon.  So  as 
no  relpedt  ifi  the  world,  befide  the  former  con- 
fide rations,  could  have  drawn  ipe  to  add  the  leaft 
affliction,  or  difcontentment,  unto  your  Lordlhip*s 
prefent  fortune.  May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Lord- 
fhip  tc  fjfpend  the  palTing  of  this  pardon,  until  the 
next  aliembly  be  over  and  diffolved  •,  and  Iwill  be 
then  as  ready  to  feal  it,  as  your  Lordlhip  to  accept 
of  it  •,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  undertake,  that  th^ 
King  and  my  Lord  Admiral  fhall  interpret  this  fliort 
d^lay,  as  a  fervice  and  refpec^  iffuing  wholly  from 
your  Lordfhip ;  and  reft,  iq  all  other  offices  what^ 
ibeyer, 

Ypur  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervent, 
Ik 

Jo.  Lincoln,  ele^.  Cujlos  SigUlK 

Wedminfter-Collegc, 
Oaober  iS,   1621. 

fV  the  Right  H-gnotirable  bis  very  good  Lord^  the  Lord 

Vifcount  St,  Alban, 


(/)  Irmct  Noremfccr  245  162 1<  5  and  was  dlflblvcd,  February 
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To  the  L  o  Q.  p   K  E  E  p  E  i,  '^ 


>ni 


^oi 


My  very  good  Lord, 

I  KNOW  the  reafons  muft  appear  to  yoqr  Lord- 
fbip  many  and  weighty,  which  fhould  move  you 
to  ftop  the  King's  grape,  or  to  diiTuade  it ;  and  fome- 
whajt  the  more  in  relpeifl  of  my  peribn,  being,  I  hope, 
no  unfit  fubjed  for  noble  dealing.  The  mefTage  I 
received  Ijy  Mr.  Meautys  did  import  inconvenience, 
in  the  form  of  the  pardon ;  your  Lordihip's  laft 
letter,  in  the  time :  for,  as  for  the  matter,  it  lay  fo 
fair  for  his  Majefty's  and  my  Lord  of  Buckingham's 
own  knowledge,  as  I  conceive  your  Lordfhip  doth 
not  aim  at  that.  My  affliftion  hath  made  me  under- 
stand myfclf  better,  and  not  worfe ;  yet  loving  ad- 
vice, I  know,  helps  well.  Therefore  I  fend  Mr. 
Meautys  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  I  might  reap  fo 
much  your  fruit  of  your  Lordfhip's  profefled  good 
afFcdlion,  as  to  know  in  fome  more  particular  fafhion, 
what  it  is  that  your  Lordfhip  doubteth,  or  diC- 
liketh  (f)  ;  that  I  may  the  better  endeavour  your  fa- 
tisfaftion,  or  acquiefcence,  if  there  be  caufe.  So  I 
rtft 

Your  Lordfhip's  to  do  you  fervice, 

Pdiober  18^  2621. 

'Uli  K^  :^<^:  Fr.  St.  Alban. 


(f)  The  Lprd  Keeper,  in  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Bucking. 
ham,  dated  Odlobcr  27,  1621,  printed  in  the  Cabala,  p.  6q. 
Edit.  London,  1654,  gives  his  reafons,  why  he  hefitated  to  {^ 
ihat  pardon. 
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fetition  of  the  Lord  VifcGtifH ^r.   Alba  n,  intsnded' 
' "  for  the  Hotife  of  Lords. 

My  riglit  honourabk  very  good  Lords, 

IN  all  humblencfs,  acknowledging  your  Lordfhips. 
juftice,  I  do  now  in  like  manner  crave  and  im- 
plore your  grace  and  compaiTion.  I  am  old,  weak, 
ruined,  in  want,  a  very  fubjeft  of  pit?)'.  My  only 
"fuit  to  your  Lordfhips  is.  to  fhew  me  your  noble  fa- 
vour towards  the  releafe  (if  my  confinement  (fo  every 
confinement  is,)  and  to^  me,  I  proteft,  worfe  than 
the  Tower  (g).  There  I  could  have  had  company, 
phyficians,  conference  with  my  creditors  and  friends 
about  my  debts,  and  the  necelfities  of  my  eftate^ 
helps  for  my  ftudies  and  the  writii^gs  I  have  in  harid. 
Here  I  live  upon  the  fword-point  5f  a  fharp  air,  iit- 
dangered,  if  I  go  abroad,  dulled;  if  ftay  within,  fo- 
litar}'  and  comfortlefs  witliout  company,  baniflied 
from  all  oppoitunities  to  treat  with  any  to  do  myfeJf 
good,  and  to  help  out  any  wrecks  ;  and  that,  which 
is  one  of  my  grcateft  griefs,  my  wife,  that  hath  been- 
hio  partaker  of  my  offending,  muft  be  partaker  of  this 
mifery  of  my  rcllraint. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfliips  therefore,  fmce  there 
.  is.  a  time  for  juftice^  and  a  time  for  mifery,  to  think 
with  companion  upon  that,  which  I  have  already  fuf- 
fered,  which  is  not  little  •,  and  to  recommend  this  my 
humble,  and,  as  I  hope,  modeil,  fuit  to  his  moft  ex- 
cellent Majefty,  the  fountain  of  grace,,  ofwhofemer- 

fg)  He  had  been  committed  to  the  Tower  in  May,  1621,  amf 
dilcharged  after  two  days  confinement  there,  according  to  Cam- 
clen,' .^;:>;^/.'j  Regis  Jacohi  I.  p.  71.  There  is  a  letter  of  his 
Lordfiiip  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  dated  from  the  Tower, 
May  31,  1 62 1,  defiring  his  Lordfhip  to  procure  his  difcharge 
that  da'. . 
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cy,  for  fo  much  as  concerns  hlmfelf  merely,  I  have 
already  tailed,  and  likewile  of  his  favour  of  this  vciy 
kind,  by  fome  fmall  temporary  difpenfations. 

Herein  your  Lordiliips  Ihall  do  a  work  of  charity 
and  nobility  :  you  fliall  do  me  good  •,  you  fhall  do 
my  creditors  good  •,  and,  it  may  be,  you  fliall  do  po- 
ilerity  good,  if  out  of  the  carcaie  of  dead  and  rotten 
greatnefs  ^as  out  of  Samlbn's  lion)  there  may  be  ho- 
ney gathered  for  the  ufe  of  future  times. 

God  blcfs  your  perfons  and  counfcls. 

Your  Lordfhips  fuppUcant  and  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Albak. 

Indorfed, 
D/v  of  the  petition  intended  fcr  the  Hcufe  of  ?arliamint\ 


7^  John   Lord  Digdy;^}. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

RECEIVING,  by  Mr.  Johnfon,  your  loving 
falutations,  it  made  me  call  to  mind  many  ot 
your  Lordihip*s  tokens,  yea  and  pledges,  of  good  and 
hearty  afredion  in  both  my.  fortunes  ^  for  which  I 
Ihall  be  ever  yours.  I  pray,  my  Lord,  if  occafioir 
lerve,  give  me  your  good  word  to  the  King,  for  the 
releafe  of  my  confinement,  which  is  to  me  a  very 
Itrait  kind  -of  imprifonmenr.  I  am  no  Jefuit,  nor  no 
teper  •,  but  one,  that  ferved  his  Majefty  thefc  fixteen 
■years,  even  from  the  commifTion  of  the  union,  ri!l 
this  laft  parliament,  and  ever  had  many  thanks  at 
hrs  Majefty,  and  was  never  chidden.     This  his  Ma- 


,-^  •  <     V-  ^ 


(A)  Created  fo  in  November.  x6i%,  aiid  m  Septcmbsr,  •t6-*2, 
EarlofBriftol. 
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jefty,  I  know,  will  remember  at  ofic  time  or  othcri 
for  I  am  his  man  ftill. 
God  keep  your  Lordfhip. 

Your  Lordfliip's  mofl:  afFeclionate 

to  do  you  rervicc, 

Gorhambury,  this  laft 

cf  December,  1 62 1.  Fr,.  St.  Al^ban:. 

To  the  Lord  Vifccmt  S  r.  A  t  b  a  n,  ( *j. 
My  honourable  Lord,  o/.^^H   ->^   v- 

1HAVE  received  your  Lord(hip*s  letter,  ancj 
have  been  long  thinking  upon  it,  and  the  longer, 
the  lefs  able  to  make  anlwer  unto  it.  Therefore 
if  your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  fend  any  under- 
ftanding  man  unto  me,  to  whom  I  may,  in  difcourfe, 
open  myfelf,  I  will,  by  that  means,  fb  difcover  my 
heart  with  all  freedom,  which  were  too  long  to  do  by 
letter,  efpecially  in  this  time  of  parliament  bufmefs, 
that  your  Lordfhip  Ihall  receive  fatisfadion.  In  th^ 
mean  time,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervant, 

Royflon,    December 

16  [1621].  G.   BUCKINGHAI^. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

TH  E  reafon,  why  I  was  fo  defirous  to  have  had  con- 
.  fererjce  with  your  Lordfhip  at  London,  was  in- 
deed to  fave  you  the  trouble  of  writing  :  I  mean,  the 
reafon  in  the  fecond  place  •,  for  the  chief  was  to  fee  your 
Lordfhip'.  But  fince  you  are  pleafed  to  give  mc  the  li- 
berty to  icrid  to  your  Lordfhip  one,  to  whom  you  will 
deliver  your  mind,  I  take  that  in  fo  good  part,  as  1  think 
.."'•;  -     -■  '    ■  r)  Karl.  MSS:  Vol.  7000.         - 

^1- 
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myfelf  tied  the  more  to  ufc  that  liberty  modeftly* 
Wherefore,  ifyourLordfliip  will  vouchfafe  to  fend  to 
me  one  of  your  own  (except  I  might  have  leave  to  come 
to  London,)  either  Mr»  Packer^  my  ancient  friend^ 
or  Mr.  Ayleibury  (V),  of  whofe  good,  affection  to- 
wards me  I  have  heard  report ;  to  me  it  Ihall  be  in- 
different. But  if  your  Lordlhip  will  have  one  of 
my  nomination,  if  I  might  prefume  fo  far,  1  would 
name,  before  all  others,  my  Lord  of  Falkland, 
But  becaufe  perhaps  it  may  coft  him  a  journey,  which 
I  may  not  in  good  manners  defire,  I  have  thought 
of  Sir  Edward  Sackville,  Sir  Robert  Manfell,  my 
brother,  Mr,  Sollicitor  General  (^),  (who,  though  he 
be  almoft  a  ftranger  to  me,  yet,  as  my  cafe  now 
is,  I, had  rather  employ  a  man  of  good  nature  than 
a  friend,)  and  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  notwithftanding 
he  be  great  with  my  Lord  Treafurer.  Of  thefe,  if 
your  Lordlhip  fhall  be  pleafed  to  prick  one,  I  hope 
well  I  fliall  in  treat  him  to  attend  your  Lordfhip,  and 
to  be  forry  never  a  whit  of  the  employment.  Your 
Lordfhip  may  take  your  own  time  to  fignify  you£ 
will,  in  regard  of  the  prefent  bufmefs  of  parliament. 
But  my  time  was  confined,  by  due  refpe6t,  to  write 
a  prefent  anfwer  to  a  letter,  which  I  conilrued  to  be 
a  kind  letter,  and  fuch  as  giveth  me  yet  hope 
to  fhew  myfelf  to  your  Lordlhip  '    . 

Your  J-.ord{hip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervanr, 

4jio..  ^r.  St/ Alb  an.. 
■  Indorfed,^    ^ 

^0  the  Lord  of  Buckin^ham^  in  anfwer  to  bh  of  the 
1 6th  of  December.  ^^^  '^  ^  ^ 

(/)  Thoftias  Aylefnury,  Eiq;  Secretary  to  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  as  Lord  High- Admiral.  He  was  created  a  Baronet 
in  1627.  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  married  hi?  daughter 
France;-.  "  :  .^.  -.  -^ 

(,i)  i>ir  Robert  Heath,  madiSoilvcitcvc  in  Jaouaiy  14,   i62|. 
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A  Memonal  of  Conference^  ^-^hen  the  Lord  Vifeount 
St.  a  l  b  a  n   expeQei  the  Marquis  of  Bv  c  K-r^ 

INGHAM. 

My  'Lord  Marquis, 

I'nducemsnt.']  A  FFLICTIONS  are  truly  called 
IX,  trials;  trials  of  a  man's  felf,  and 
•trials  of  friends.  For  the  firfl,  I  am  not  guilty  to 
myfelf  of  any  unworthinefs,  except  perhaps  too  much 
foftnefs  in  the  beginning  of  my  troubles.  But  fince, 
I  praifeGod,  I  have  not  lived  like  a  drone,  nor  like  a 
mal-content,  nor  like  a  man  confufed.  But  though 
the  world  hath  taken  her  talent  from  me,  yet  God's 
talent  Iput  to  ufe. 

For  trial  of  friends,  he  cannot  have  many  friends, 
that  hath  chofen  to  rely  upon  one.  So  that  is  in  a 
fmall  room,  ending  in  yourfelf  My  fuit  therefore 
to  you  is,  that  you  would  now,  upon  this  vouch- 
fafed  conference,  open  yourfelf  to  me,  whether  I 
ftand  in  your  favour  and  affeflion,  as  I  have  done  ; 
and  if  there  be  an  alteration,  what  is  the  caufe.; 

^and,  if  none,  what  effefts  I  may  expe61:  for  thefu- 
ture  of  your  friendPnip  and  favour,  my  (late  being 
not  unknown  to  you. 

Reafons  of  doubt  ing^^  The  reafonsywhy  I  fhould  doubt 

-of  your Lordfhip's coolnefs  towards  me,  or  falling  from 

-mc,  are  either  out  of  judgement  and  difcourfe,  or  out 
of  experience,  and  fomewhat  that  I  find.  My  judge- 
ment telleth,  that  when  a  man  is  out  of  fight  and  out 
gf  ufe,  ir  is  a  noblenefs  fomewhat  above  this  age  to 

•  continue  aconftant  friend :  that  fome,  that  are  thought 
to  have  your  ear,  or  more,  love  me  not,  and  may 
either  difvalue  me,  or  diflafte  your  Lordfhip  with  me- 
Befides^  your  Lordfhip  hath  now  fo  many,  either 
-new-purchafed  friends,  or  reconciled  enemies,  as 
there  is  icaree  room  for  an  old  friead .  fpecially  fet 
■7,  ,afide. 
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aFide.  And  laftly,  I  may  doubt,  that  that,  for 
which  I  was  fitteft,  which  was  to  carry  things  fHayi- 
bus  modis,  and  not  to  briftle,  or  undertake,  or  give 
^venturous  counlels,  is  out  of  falhion  and  requeft. 

As  for  that,  I  iind  your  Lordihip  knoweth,.  as 
well  as  I,  what  promifes  you  made  me,  and  iterated 
them  back  by  mefiage,  and  from  your  mouth,  con- 
fifting  of  three  things  :  the  pardon  of  the  whole  fen- 
•tence^j  fomchelp  for  rtiy  debts  •,  and  an  annual  penfion, 
which  your 'Lordfhip  did  fet  at  2000 1,  as  obtained, 
-and  3000 1.  in  hope.     Of  thefe,  being  promifes  un- 
defired,  as  well  as  favours  undefcrved,  there  is  rf^ 
fedted  only  .the  rcmifiionof  the  fine,  and  the  pardon 
now  flayed.     From  me  I  know  tliere  hath  proceeded 
nothing,  that  may  caufc  the  change.     Thefe  I  lay 
before  you,  defiring  to  know,  what  I  may  hope  for^ 
for  hopes  are  racks,  and  your  Lordfhip,  that  would 
not   condemn  me  to  the  Tower,    I  know  will  not 
condemn  me  to  the  rack. 

The  pardon  flayed.']  I  have,  though  it  be  a  thin^ 
trivial,  and  that  at  a  coronation  one  might  have  it  toy 
five  marks,  and  after  a  parliament  for  nothing,  yet 
have  great  reafon  to  defire  it,  fpecially  being  now 
.ftirred:  chiefly,  firft,  becaufe  I  have  been  fo  fifted,.^ 
and  now  it  is  time  there  were  an  end.  Secondly,  be- 
xaufe  I  mean  to  live  a  retired  life  •,  and  fo  canaot  be 
zt  hand  to  fhake  off  any  clamour.  :^ 

For  any  offence  the  parliament  fhould  take, -it  i< 
rather  honour,  that  in  a  thing,  wherein  the  King,  is 
abfolute,  yet  he  will  not  interpafe  in  that,  which  the 
parliament  hath  handled  ;  and  the  King  hath  already 
reftored  judicature,  after  a  long  intermifTion :  but 
•for  matter  of  his  grace,  his  Majefty  ilaall  hajve*- r^fq^ 
to  keep  it  intire.  '-" -^:   :: 

I  do  not  think  any,  except  a  Turk  or  Tartar, 
would  wiih  to  have  another  chop  out  of  me.  Bur. 
;he  bed  is,  it  will  be  found  there  is  a  time,  tp^*  _enyy, 
aad  a  time  for  pity,    and  cold  fragments  .will, aoc 

fcrve. 
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ferve,  if  the  ftomach  be  on  edge.  For  me,  if  they 
judge  by  that,  which  is  paft,  they  judge  of  the 
weather  of  this  year  by  an  almanack  of  the  old  year ; 
they  rather  repent  of  that  they  have  done,  and  think 
they  have  but  ferved  the  turns  of  a  few. 

Thomas  Meautys,  Efq-^ (m)  to  the  Lord  Vif^ 
count  St.  Alb  an* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordlhip, 

AS  foon  as  I  came  to  London,  I  repaired  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Sackville  (»),  whom  I  find  very  zealous, 
as  I  told  your  Lordfhip.  I  left  him  to  do  you  fervice, 
in  any  particular  you  Ihall  command  him,  to  my  Lord 
Marquis  (though  it  were  with  fome  adventure  \)  and 
withall  he  imparted  to  me  what  advice  he  had  given 
to  my  Lady  this  afternoon,  upon  his  vifiting  of  her 
at  York-houfe,  when  Mr.  Packer  alfo,  as  it  fell  our,, 
was  come,  at  the  iamc  time,  to  fee  my  Lady,  and 
feemed  to  concur  with  Sir  Edward  Sackville  in 
the  fame  ways  ;  which  were,  for  my  Lady  to  be- 
come  a  fuitor  to  my  Lady  Buckingham  («?),  and  my 
Lady  Marchionefs  (f)^  to  work  my  Lord  Marquis 

{m)  He  had  been  Secretary  to  the  I-ord  Vifcount  St.  Alban,, 
while  his  LordHiip  had  the  great  feal,  and  was  afterwards  Cieric 
oi  the  Council,  and  knighted.  He  fiicceedcd  his  patron  in  the 
manor  of  Gorhambury,  \^hich,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas, 
came  to  his  coufin  and  heir,  Sir  Thomas  Meautys,  who  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Bacon  of  Culford-Hall  in 
Suffolk,  Knight  ;  which  Lady  married  a  fecond  hufband.  Sir 
Harbottle  Grimftonc,  Baronet,  and  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  ;  who 
purchafed  the  reverfioH  of  Gorhambury  from  Sir  Hercules  Meau- 
tys, nephew  of  the  fecond  Sir  Thomas. 

(w)  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorfct,well  known  for  his  duel,  in  r6i3, 
with  the  Lord  Kinlofs,  in  which  the  latter  was  killed. 

(o)  Mary,  Countefs  of  Buckingham,  mother  of  the  Marquis. 

(f>)  Catharine,  Marchionefs  of  Buckingham,  wife  of  the 
Marquis,  and  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Francii,  Earl  of  Rut* 
land. 

z  for 
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for  obtaining  of  the  King  feme  bounty  towards  your 
Lordfhip  y  and  in  particular,  that  of  the  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  fmall  writs.  If  I  may  fpeak  my  opi- 
nion to  your  Lordlhip,  it  is-  not  amifs  to  begin  an^r 
way,  or  with  any  particular,  though  but  finaH  game 
at  firfl,  only  to  let  a  rufty  clock  a-going,  and  then 
haply  it  may  go  right  for  a  time,  enough  to  bring  on 
the  reft  of  your  Lordihip's  requefts.  Yet  becaufe 
your  LordHiip  dired:ed  me  to  wifh  my  Lady,  from 
you,  by  no  means,  to  aft  any  thing,  but  only  to 
open  her  mind,  in  difcourfe,  unto  friends,  until  fhe 
fhould  receive  your  farther  direction  -,  it  became  not 
me  to  be  too  forward  in  putting  it  on  too  faftwith  Sir*- 
Edward  -,  and  my  Lady  was  pleafed  to  tell  me  fmce, 
that  flie  hath  written  to  your  Lordfhip  at  large. 

I  inquired,  even  now,  of  Benbow,  whether  the " 
proclamation  ■  for  diflblving   the    parliament    were 
coming  forth.     He   tells  .  me,    he  knows   no  more .. 
certainty  of  it,  than  that  Mr.  Secretary  commands  - 
ed  him   yefterday  to  be   ready  for  dilpatching  of 
the  writs,  when  he  fhould  be  called  for :  but  fince 
then,  he  hears  it  fticks ,-  and  endures  fome  qualms ; 
but  they  fpeak  it  ftill  aloud  at  court,  that  the  King  is 
refolved  of  it. 

Benbow  tells  me  likewife,  that  he  hath  attended, 
thefe  two  days,  upon  a  committee  of  the  Lords,  with 
the  book  of  the  commiilion  of  peace  •,  and  that  their 
work  is  to  empty  the  cornmiflion  in  fome  counties  by^^ 
the  fcore,  and,  many  of  them  parliament-men  :  which- v 
courfe  fure  helps  to  ring  the  paffing-bell  to  the  par-  \ 
liameht.  : 

Mr.  Borough  {q)  tells  me,  he  is*  at  this  prefent  faitf"^ 

-    :.-    -^  -.  ■  •    -- --    -  x^ 

.(y)  John  BofougK,  educated  in  common  law  at  Gray*s  Jhh;  ' 

Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Towerof  London,  Secretary  to  the 
Earl  Marfhal,  in  1623  madeNorroy;  in  July  the.  year  following 
knighted,  and  on  the  23d  of  December,  the  fame  year,  made 
Garter  King  at  Arms  in  the  place  of  Sir  William  Segar.   :jiav* 
died  Prober  ii ,  16^.^.  ihiJ 

^;  U  ^  to 
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to  attend  fome  iervice  for  the  King  •,  but  about  Satur- 
day he  hopes  to  be  at  liberty  to  wait  upon  your  Lord- 
fhip.     I  humbly  reft 

Your  Lordfbip's  for  ever  to  honour  and  ferve, 

January  3,   1621.  T.    MeauTYS. 

To  the  Right  Honour  able  my  mojl  honoured  Lord,  the.  Lord 
Vifcoufit  St.  Alhan, 

To  the  Lord  Fife  cunt  St.  Albax. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfliip, 

THIS  afternoon  my  Lady  found  accefs  to  my 
Lord  Marquis,  procured  for  her  by  my  Lord 
of  Montgomery  (r),  and  Sir  Edward  Sackville,  who 
feemed  to  contend,  which  of  them  (hould  fhew  moll 
patience  in  waiting  (which  they  did  a  whole  afternoon) 
the  opportunity  to  bring  my  Lord  to  his  chamber, 
where  my  Lady  attended  him.  But  when  he  was 
come,  flie  found  time  enough  to  Ipeak  at  large  :  and 
though  my  Lord  fpake  lb  loud,  as  that  what  pafTed 
was  no  fecret  to  me  and  Ibmc  others,  that  were  with- 
in hearing ;  yet,  becaufe  my  Lady  told  me  ilie  pur- 
pofeth  to  write  to  your  Lordfliip  the  whole  paflage, 
it  becomes  not  me  to  anticipate,  by  thefe,  any  part  of 
her  Ladyfliip's  relation. 

I  fend  your  Lordfliip  herewith  the  proclamation 
for  diflblving  the  parliament  -,  wherein  there  is  no-r 
thing  forgotten,  that  we  (j)  have  done  amifs  :  but 
for  moft  of  thofe  things,  that  we  have  well  done, 
v/e  muft  be  fain,  I  fee,  to  commend  ourfelves. 


(r)  Philip,  afterwards  Farl  of  Pembroke, 
(j)  IVir.  Meautys  was   Member,  in  this  Parliament,  for  the 
town  of  Cambridge. 

Ide- 
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I  delivered  your  Lordlhip's  to  my  Lord  of  Mont- 
gomery, and  Mr.  Matthew,  who  was  even  then  come 
to  York-houfe  to  vifit  my  Lady,  when  I  received  the 
letter  ;  and,  as  loon  as  he  liad  read  it,  he  iaid,  that 
he  had  rather  your  Lordfhip  had  fent  him  a  chal- 
lenge ;  and  that  it  had  been  eafier  to  anfwer,  than  fo 
noble  and  kind  a  letter.  He  intends  to  fee  your  Lord- 
Ihip  fome  time  this  v/eek  ;  and  fo  doth  Sir  Edward 
Sackville,  who  is  forward  to  make  my  Lady  a  way  by 
the  Prince,  if  your  Lordiliip  advife  it. 

There  are  packets  newly  come  out  of  Spain  :  and 
the  King,  they  fay,  feems  well  pleafed  with  the  con- 
tents ;  wherein  there  is  an  abfolute  promife,  and  un- 
dertaking, for  reilitution  of  the  Palatinate  ;  the  dif- 
penfation  returned  already  from  the  Pope,  and  the 
match  haftened  on  their  parts.  My  Lord  Digby 
goes  fhortly  ;  and  Mr.  Matthev;  tells  me,  he  means, 
before  his  going,  to  v/rite  by  him  to  your  Lordiliip. 

The  King  goes  not  till  Wednefday,  and  the  Prince 
certainly  goes  with  him.  My  Lord  Marquis,  in  per- 
fon,  chriftens  my  Lord  of  Falkland's  child  to-morrow, 
at  his  houfe  by  Watford. 

Mr.  Murray  7)  tells  me,  the  King  hath  given  your 
book  (u)  to  my  Lord  Brooke  {w)^  and  injoined  him 
to  read  it,  recommending  it  much  to  him  :  and  then 
my  Lord  Brooke  is  to  return  it  to  your  Lordfhip  -,  and 
fo  it  may  go  to  the  prefs,  when  your  Lordfhip  pleafes, 
with  fuch  amendments,  as  the  King  hath  made,  which 
I  have  feen,  and  are  very  few,  and  thofe  rather  words, 
as  epidemic^  and  mild  inflead  of  dsbcnnaire^  ^c.  Only 
that  of  perfons  attainted,  enabled  to  ferve  in  parliamient 
by  a  bare  reverfal  of  their  attainder,  the  King  by  all 

{t)  Thomas  Murray,  Tutor  and  Secretary-  to  the  Prince, 
made  Provoil  of  Eton-College,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Henry  Savile, 
who  died  February  19,  162^-.  Mr.  Murray  died  likewile,  April  i, 

(u)   The  Hijiory  of  the  Reign  of  King  Hcarv  the  Seventh. 
X^jS)  Fulk  Grcvile. 

U  2  .  means 
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means  will  have  left  out.  I  met  with  my  Lor4 
Brooke,  and  told  him,  that  Mr.  Myrray  had  dire£le4 
me  to  wait  upon  him  for  the  book,  when  he  had 
done  with  it.  He  defired  to  be  fpared  this  week,  as 
being  to  him  a  week  of  much  bufinefs  •,  and  i:he 
next  week  I  fliould  have  it :  and  he  ended  in  a  com- 
pliment, that  care  Ihould  be  taken,  by  all  means,  for 
good  ink  and  paper  to  print  it  in  i  for  that  the  book, 
dpferveth  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  kifs  your  Lordfhip's  hands. 

Your  Lordfhip's  in  all  humblenefs 

to  honour  and  fervc, 

January  7,   162^, 

T.  Meautys, 

This  proclamation  is  not  yet  fealed;  and  therefore 
your  Lordfliip  may  pleaft,  as  yet,  to  keep  it  in  your 
own  hands. 


Xo  the  Lord  Vif count  St.  Alb  an. 

My  mod  honoured  Lord^ 

I  MET,  even  now,  with  a  piece  of  news  fo  un- 
expected, and  yet  fo  certainly  true,,  as  that,  how^ 
foever  I  had  much  ado,  at  firft,  to  defire  the  re- 
later  to  fpeak  probably  •,  yet  now  I  dar^  fend  it  your 
Lordihip  upon  my  credit.  It  is  my  Lord  of  Somer- 
fet's  and  his  Lady's  coming  out  of  the  Tower,  on  Sar 
turday  lafl  {x)^  fetched  forth  by  my  Lord  of  Falk- 
land, and  without  the  ufual  degrees  of  confinement, 
at  firH:  to  fom^  one  place  (jj  ^  but  abfolute  and  frte, 

(x)  January  6,   \S2{,     Camieni  Annales  'ReguJacoU  I.  p*  jrj, 

(y)  Camden,  uhi  fupruy  fays,  **  that  the  Earl  was  ordered  t(x 

*»  confine  himfelf  to  the  Lord  Vircount  Wallingford^s  houfe,  or 

•^^  neighbourhood." 


I 
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ib  ^o  \^here  tbey  pleafe.  I  ktiow  not  liow  peradventure 
this  might  octafion  you  to  caft  your  thoughts,  touch- 
ing yourfelf,  into  fome  new  mould,  though  not  in 
the  main,  yet  in  ibmething  on  the  bye. 
'I  b^g  ieaVe  to  kifs  your  Lordliiip's  hands. 

Your  Lordihip's,  in  all  humblen^fs, 

for  ever  to  honour  and  ferve  you, 

T.  Me AuTYS. 


LoDOwic  Stuart,  JDuke  of  Lenox  ^  to  the  Lord 
Vifcount  St.  Alb  an. 

My  Lord, 

IT  is  not  unknown  to  your  Lordftiip,  tliat,  in  re- 
fpedt  I  an^  now  a  married  man,  I  have  more  rea- 
fon  than  before  to  think  of  providing  me  fome  houfe 
in  London,  whereof  I  am  yet  deftitute  ;  and  for  that 
purpofe,  I  have  refolved  to  intreat  your  Lordihip, 
that  I  may  deal  with  you  for  York-houfe  ,  wherein  I 
will  not  offer  any  conditions  to  your  lofs.  And,  in 
refped  I  have  underftood,  that  the  confideration  of 
your  Lady's  wanting  a  houfe  hath  bred  fome  difficulty 
in  your  Lordlliip  to  part  with  it,  I  will  for  that  make 
offer  unto  your  Lordihip,  and  your  Lady,  to  ufe  the 
houfe  in  Canon-Row,  late  the  Earl  of  Hertford's, 
being  a  very  commodious  and  capable  houfe,  wherein. 
I  and  my  wife  have  abfolute  powers  and  whereof 
your  Lordihip  fhall  have  as  long  time,  as  you  can 
challenge  or  defire  of  York-houfe.  In  this  I  do  free- 
lief  deal  with  your  Lordihip,  in  refped  I  know  you 
are  well  aflured  of  my  well-wifhes  to  you  in  general ; 
and  that  in  this  particular,,  though  I  have  not  been 
without  thoughts  of  this  houfe  before  your  Lordihip 
had  it ',  vet  I  was  willing  to  give  way  to  your  Lord- 
'      .         '  U  3  ihip's 
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fliip's  more  preffing  ufe  thereof  then.  And  as  I  do  not 
doubt  of  your  Lordfhip's  endeavour  to  gratify  me  in 
this  •,  fo  I  fnall  efteem  it  as  an  extraordinary  courtefy, 
which  I  will  ftudy  to  requite  by  all  means. 

So,  with  my  beft  wilhes  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  loving  friend, 

Lenox. 

In  refpedl  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  w^as  once  dc- 
firous  to  have  had  this  houfe,  I  would  not  deal  for  ic 
till  now,  that  he  is  otherwife  provided. 

Whitehall,  the  29th 
of  January,  1621. 

To  the  Right  Honourahls  my  i-ery  good  Lord^  my  Lord 
Vifcount  St,  Aiban, 


Anfivcr  of  the  Lord  Vifcount  of  St.  A l  b  a  n. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  AM  forry  to  deny  your  Grace  any  thing  •,  but  in 
this  you  will  pardon  me.  York-houfe  is  the  houfe, 
wherein  my  father  died,  and  wherein  I  firft  breathed  \ 
and  there  will  I  yield  my  laft  breath,  if  fo  pleafe  God, 
and  the  King  will  give  me  leave  •,  though  I  be  now  by 
fortune  (as  the  old  proverb  is)  like  a  bear  in  a  monk's 
hood.  At  ieaft  no  money,  no  value,  fnall  make  me 
part  with  it.  Befides,  as  I  never  denied  ic  to  my  Lord 
Marquis,  lb  yet  the  difficulty  I  made  was  fo  like  a  de- 
nial, as  I  owe  unto  my  great  love  and  refpecl  to  his 
Lordlhip  a  denial  to  all  my  other  friends ;  among 
whom,  in  a  very  near  place  next  his  Loi*dfnip,  I  ever 
accounted  of  your  Grace.     So,  not  doubting,  that 

you 
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you  will  continue  me  in  your  former  iove  and  good 
affection,  I  reft 

Your  Grace's,  to  do  you  humble  fervice 

affedionate,  &c. 

"To  the  Marqu/s  c?/  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

AS  my  hopes,  fmce  my  misfortunes,  have  pro- 
ceeded of  your  Lordihip's  mere  motion,  with- 
out any  petition  of  mine ;  fo  I  leave  the  times  and 
the  ways  to  the  fame  good  m.ind  of  yours.  True  it 
is,  a  fmall  matter  for  my  debts  would  do  me  more 
good  now,  than  double  a  twelvemonth  hence.  I 
have  loft  fix  thoufand  pounds  by  year,  befides  caps 
and  courtefies.  But  nov/  a  very  moderate  propor- 
tion would  fjffice  ;  for  I  ftill  bear  a  little  of  the  mind 
of  a  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury,  not  to  be  over- 
chargeable  to  his  Majefty ;  and  two  things  I  may 
alTure  your  Lordfhip  of:  the  one,  that  I  Ihall  lead 
fuch  a  courfe  of  life,  as  whatfoever  the  King  doth  for 
me,  fhall  rather  fort  to  his  Majefty 's  and  your  Lord- 
fhip's  honour,  than  to  envy  :  the  other,  that  v/hatfo- 
ever  mien  talk,  I  can  play  the  good  huftjand,  and  the 
King's  bounty  fhall  not  be  loft.  If  your  Lordfliip 
think  good,  the  Prince  ftiould  come  in  to  help,  I 
know  his  Highnefs  wiftieth  me  well  •,  if  you  will  let 
me  know  w^hen,  and  how,  he  may  be  ufed.  But  the 
King  is  the  fountain,  who,  I  know,  is  good. 
God  profper  you. 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  bounden  and  faithful, 
Gorhamburv,  January 

30,  i'62i.       "  Fr.   St.  Ai.ban*. 

,    U4  To 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordihip  dealeth  honourably  with  me  in 
giving  me  notice,  that  your  Lordfhip  is  pro- 
vided erf"  an  houfe  («),  whereby  you  difcontinue  the 
treaty  your  Lordihip  had  with  me  for  York-houfe, 
although  I  fhall  make  no  ufe  of  this  notice,  as  to  deal 
with  any  other.  For  I  was  ever  refolved  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  have  had  it,  or  no  man.  But  your  Lordfhip 
doth  yet  more  nobly,  in  afTuring  me,  you  never  meant 
it  with  any  the  leaft  inconvenience  to  myfelf  May 
it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip  like  wife  to  be  affured  from 
me,  that  I  ever  defired  you  fhould  have  it,  and  do 
Hill  continue  of  the  fame  mind. 

I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfhip,  to  move  his  Majefly 
to  take  commiferation  of  my  long  imprifonment. 
When  I  was  in  the  Tower,  I  was  nearer  help  of 
phyfic ;  I  could  parly  with  my  creditors  ;  I  could 
deal  with  friends  about  my  bufinefs ;  I  could  have 
helps  at  hand  for  my  writings  and  fludies,  wherein  J 
fpend  my  time  ;  all  which  here  fail  me.  Good  my 
Lord,  deliver  me  out  of  this ;  me,  who  am  his  Ma- 
jefby's  devout  beadfman,  and 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

^.-iorhamburv,  this 
.3dofFeb.i62i.  Fk.  St,  AtBAN;. 


{z)  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  a  MS.  letter  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton, 
dated  at  London,  January  19,  162',  mentions,  that  the  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham  had  coRtratSted  with  the  Lord  and  Lady 
Waliingford,  fof  tki^  houfe  near  Ji'hiuhallf  for  fome  money.- 


John 


John  Selden,  Ef^y  to  th^i  Lord  VifmM  St^ 
Alba  n. 

My  mofl  honoured  Lord, 

A  T  your  laft  goiiig  to  Gorhambury,  you  were 
XjL  pleafed  to  have  fpeech  with  me  about  fome 
pafTages  of  parliament ;  touching  which,  I  coaceived, 
by  your  Lordihip,  that  I  ihould  have  had  farther  di-. 
r^dion  by  a  gentleman,  to  whom  you  committed 
fome  care  and  confideration  of  your  Lordfliip's  inten^ 
tions  therein.  I  can  only  give  this  account  of  it^ 
that  never  was  any  man  more  willing  or  ready  to  do 
your  Lordihip  fervice,  than  myfclf  ^  and  in  that  you 
then  fpake  of,  I  had  been  moft  forward  to  have  done 
whatfoever  I  had  been,  by  farther  dircdion,  ufed  in. 
But  I  underftood,  that  your  Lordfhip's  pleafure  thac 
way  was  changed.  Since,  my  Lord,  I  was  advifed 
with,  touching  the  judgements  given  in  the  late  par- 
liament. For  them  (if  it  pleafc  your  Lordihip  to  hear 
tny  weak  judgement  exprelled  freely  to  you)  I  con-. 
Gcivie  thus.  Firft,  that  admitting  it  were  no  fcfiion, 
but  only  a  convention^  as  the  proclamation  calls  it  j  ye4: 
the  judgements  given  in  the  Upper  Houfe  (if  no  other 
reafon  be  againft  them)  are  good;  for  they  are  given^. 
by  the  Lords,  or  the  Upper  Hpufe,  by  virtue  of  thac 
ordinary  authority,  which  they  have  as  the  fupreme. 
court  of  judicature  ;  which  is  eafily  to  be  conceived, 
without  any  relation  to  the  matter  of  feflion,  v/hich, 
confifts  only  in  the  pafiing  of  ads,  or  not  pafTing 
them^  with  the  royal  alfent.  And  though  no  fcfTion 
of  the  three  ftates  together  be  without^fuch  ac.s  fo 
pafTed ;  yet  every  part  of  the  parliament  feverally  did 
its  own  a6ts  legally  enough  to  continue,  as  the  acls 
of  other  courts  of  juftice  are  done.  And  why  fnould 
any  doubts  be,  but  that  a  judgement  out  of  the 
King'sBench,  or  Exchequer-Chamber,  reverfed  there, 
3  had 
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had  been  good,  although  no  fefTion  ?  For  there  was 
truly  a  Parliament,  truly  an  Upper  Houfe  (which 
exercifed  by  itfelf  this  power  of  judicature)  al- 
though no  fefiion.  Yet  withall,  my  Lord,  I  doubt, 
it  will  fall  out,  upon  fuller  confideration,  to  be 
thought  a  fefTion  alfo.  Were  it  not  for  the  proclama- 
tion,- I  fhould  be  clearly  of  that  mind  ;  neither  doth 
the  claule,  in  the  a6t;  of  fubficiy,  hinder  it.  For  that 
only  prevented  the  determination  of  the  fefTion  at  that 
inflant  ;  but  did  not  prevent  the  being  of  a  fefTion, 
whenfoever  the  parliament  fnould  be  difTolved.  But 
becaufe  that  point  was  refolved  in  the  proclamation, 
and  alfo  in  the  commiiTion  of  diflblution  on  the  8th  of 
February,  I  will  reil  fatisfied. 

But  there  are  alfo  examples  of  former  times,  that 
may  diredt  us  in  that  point  of  the  judgement,  in  re- 
gard there  is  (lore  of  judgements  of  parliament,  cfpe- 
cially  under  Edward  I.  and  Edward  II.  in  fuch  con- 
ventions, as  never  had,  for  aught  appears,  any  ad: 
pafTed  in  them. 

Next,  my  Lord,  I  conceive  thus ;  that  by  reafon 
there  is  no  record  of  thole  judgements,  it  may  bejuil- 
ly  thought,  that  they  are  of  no  force.  For  thus  it 
ftands.  The  Lower  Houfe  exhibited  the  declarations 
in  paper ;,  and  the  Lords,  receiving  them,  proceed- 
ed to  judgement  verbally  •,  and  the  notes  of  their 
judgements  are  taken  by  the  clerk,  in  the  journal 
only  ;  which,  as  I  think,  is  no  record  of  itfelf;  nei- 
ther was  it  ever  ufed  as  one.  Now  the  record,  that  in 
former  rimes  was  of  the  judgements  and  proceedings 
there,  was  in  this  form.  The  accufation  was  exhi- 
bited in  parchm.ent ;  and  being  fo  received,  and  in- 
dorfed,  v/as  the  fuil  record  -,  and  that  remained  filed 
among  the  bills  of  parliament,  it  being  of  itfelf  as 
the  bills  in  the  King's  Bench.  Then  out  of  this 
there  v/as  a  formal  iudgemiCnt,  with  the  accufation 
entered  into  that  roll,  or  fecond  record,  which  the 
clerk  tranfcribes  by  ancient  ufe,  and  fends,  into  the 
Chancery.  Buc 
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.  But  in  this  caie  there  are  none  of  thefe  :  neither 
doth  any  thing  feem  to  help  to  make  a  record  of  it, 
than  only,  this,  that  the  clei  k  may  enter  ir,  now  after 
the  parliament ;  v/hich,  I  doubt,  he  cannot.  Becaufe, 
although  in  other  courts  the  clerks  enter  all,  and 
make  their  records  after  the  term  ;  yet  in  this  parlia- 
mentary proceeding  it  falls  out,  that  the  court  being 
difiblved,  the  clerk  cannot  be  faid  to  have  fuch  a  re- 
lation to  the  parliament,  which  is  not  then  at  all  in 
being,  as  the  prothonotaries  of  the  courts  in  Weft- 
minfter  have  to  their  courts,  which  ftand  only  ad- 
journed. Befides,  there  cannot  be  an  examiple  found, 
by  which  it  may  appear,  that  ever  any  record  of  the 
firft  kind  (where  the  tranfcript  is  into  the  Chancery) 
was  made  in  parliament ;  but  only  fitting  the  Houfe, 
and  in  their  view.  But  this  I  offer  to  your  Lordlhip's 
farther  confideration,  defiring  your  favotirable  cen- 
fure  of  my  fancy  herein  ;  which,  v/ith  whatfoever 
ability  I  may  pretend  to,  fhall  ever  be  defirous  to 
ferve  you,  to  whom  I  fhall  perpetually  own  myfeif 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  humble  fer/ant. 

From  the  Temple,  _■■ 

February   xiv.  J«    oELDEN, 

CIDDCXXI. 

My  Lord, 

If  your  Lordfhip  hav^e  done  with  that  Mafcardus 
de  Interpret  atmie  Statu  tor  urn  {a)^  I  ihall  be  glad,  that 
you  w^ould  give  order,  that  I  might  ufe  it.  And  for 
that  of  12  Hen.  7,  touching  the  grand  council  in  the 
manufcript,  I  have  fmce  feen  a  privy  feal  of  the  time 
of  Henry  7.  (without  a  year)  dired'ed  to  borrow  for 
the  King-,  and  in  it  there  is  a  recital  of  a  grand  coun- 

(rt)  Alderaui  Mafcardi  commivii!  ccndunoms  utriujque  jurii  rj gc- 
rarn,  in  i6oS. 

cil, 
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cil,  which  thought,  that  fuch  a  fiim  was  fit  to  be  Je-- 
vied ;  whereof  the  Lords  gave  40,000 1.  and  the  reft 
was  to  be  gotten  by  privy  feal  upon  loan.  Doubt- 
lefs,  my  Lord,  this  interprets  that  of  the  rrianufcript 
fkory. 

On  the  back  efthis  letter  are  the  following  notes  by  tie 
LordVifcount  St.  Alban, 

\^  The  cafe  of  the  judgement  in  parliament,  upoft 
*'  a  writ  of  error  put  by  Juft.  Hu.  {b), 

*'  The  cafe  of  no  judgement  entered  in  the  Court 
*'  of  Augmentations,  or  Survey  of  firft  Fruits-,  which 
*'  are  diflblved,  where  there  may  be  an  entry  after^ 
"  oiit  of  a  paper-booL 

*'  Men%.  All  the  ads  of  my  proceeding  were  aftef 

the  royal  affent  to  the  fubfidy." 


«c 


^0  Mr.   ToBiE   Matthew (r). 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

IN  this  folitude  of  friends,  which  is  the  bafe 
court  (d)  of  adverfity,  where  almofl  no  body  will 
be  feen  ftirring,  I  have  often  remembered  a  faying 
of  my  Lord  Ambaflador  of  Spain  (^),  Amor  fin  fin  no 
tiene  fin  (f).  This  moveth  me  to  make  choice  of  his 
excellent  Lordfliip  for  his  noble  fuccours  towards  not 
the  aipiring,  but  the  refpiring  of  my  fortunes. 

I,  that  am  a  man  of  books,  have  obferved  his 
Lordlhip  to  have  the  magnanimity  of  his  ow-n  nation, 

{h)  Hutton. 

{c)  Thii,  and  the  following  letter  of  March  5 , 1 6 1  J,  to  the'Mar- 
quis  of  Buckingham,  are  inferted  from  the  originals,  much  more 
complete  and  exad,  than  the  copies  of  them  printed  in  his  worlcs. 

(d)   hajfe  cour, 

{e)  Count  Gondomar,  who  returned  to  Spain  abotrt  March, 
(f)  Love  'withcut  ?nds  hath  no  end. 

,.:  and 
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and  the  cordiality  of  ours  -,  and,  by  this  time,  I  think 
he  hath  the  wit  of  both.  Sure  I  am,  that  for  myfelf 
I  have  found  him,  in  both  my  fortunes,  to  efteem 
me  fo  much  above  value,  and  to  love  me  fo  much 
above  pofTibility  of  deferving,  or  obliging,  on  my 
part,  as  if  he  were  a  friend  referved  for  fuch  a  time  as 
this.  ^  I  have  known  his  I.ordfhip  likewife  (while  I 
flood  in  a  ftand  where  I  might  look  about)  a  moft 
faithful  and  refpe6live  friend  to  my  Lord  Marquis ; 
who,  next  the  King  and  the  Prince,  was  my  raifer, 
and  muft  be  (he  or  none,)  I  do  not  fay  my  reftorer, 
but  my  reliever. 

I  have,  as  I  made  you  acquainted  at  your  beino- 
with  me,  a  purpofe  to  prefent  my  Lord  Marquit 
with  an  offer  of  my  houfe  and  lands  here  at  Gorham- 
bury  ;  a  thing,  which,  as  it  is  the  beft  means  I  have 
now  left  to  demonftrate  my  affe6lion  to  his  Lordfhip, 
fo  I  hope  it  will  be  acceptable  to  him.  This  propofi- 
tion  I  defire  to  put  into  no  other  hand  but  my  Lord 
Ambaflador's,  as  judging  his  hand  to  be  the  fafefl^ 
the  moft  honourable,  and  the  moft  effedual  for  my 
good,  if  my  Lord  will  be  pleafed  to  deal  in  it.  And 
when  I  had  thus  refolved,  I  never  fought,  nor 
thought  of  any  mean  but  yourfelf,  being  fo  private, 
faithful,  and  difcreet  a  friend  to  us  both.  I  defire  you 
therefore,  good  Mr.  Matthew,  to  acquaint  my  Lord 
AmbafTador  with  this  overture  ;  and  both  to  ufe  your- 
felf, and  defire  at  his  Lordlhip's  hands  fecrefy  there- 
in-, and  wi thai!  to  let  his  Lordftiip  know,  "that  ia 
this  bufinefs,  wharfoever  in  particular  you  Ihall  treat 
with  him,  I  ftiall  not  fail,  in  all  points,  to  make 
good  and  perform. 

Commend  my  bumble  fervice  to  his  Lordfliip.  I 
ever  reft 

Your  moft  affeftionate  and  affured  friend, 

Qorhambury,  Feb. 

28,  1621.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

^9 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Bucking  h  a  ia. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THOUGH  I  have  returned  anf,ver  to  your 
Lordfhip's  laft  letter  by  the  fame  way,  by  which 
1"  received  it  \  yet  I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfliip  to 
give  mjc  leave  to  add  thefe  few  lines. 

My  Lord,  as  God  above  is  witnefs,  that  I  ever 
have  loved  and  honoured  your  Lordfhip,  as  much,  I 
think,  as  any  fon  of  Adam  can  love  or  honour  any 
fubje^l:,  and  continue  in  as  hearty  and  ftrong  widies 
of  felicity  to  be  heaped  and  fixed  upon  you,  as  ever  -, 
fo,  as  low  as  I  am,  I  had  rather  fojourn  in  a  college 
in  Camibridge,  than  recover  a  good  fortune  by  any 
other  but  yourfelf.  Marry,  to  recover  yourfelf  to  me, 
if  I  have  you  not,  or  to  eafe  your  Lordfliip  in  any 
thing,  v/herein  your  Lordfhip  v/ould  not  fo  fully  ap- 
pear, or  to  be  made  participant  of  your  favours  in 
your  own  way,  I  would  ufe  any  m.an,  that  were  your 
Lordfnip's  friend  :  and  therefore,  good  my  Lord, 
in  that  let  rne  not  be  miilaken.  Secondly,  if  in  any 
of  my  former  letters  I  have  given  your  LordPnip  any 
dirtaiie  by  the  fcyle  of  them,  or  any  particular  paflages, 
I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfhip's  benign  conflruclion 
and  pardon.  For,  I  confefs,  it, is  my  fault,  though 
it  be  fome  happinefs  to  me  withall,  that  I  do  mofl 
times  forget  my  adverfity.  But  I  Ihali  never  forget 
Xo  be 

Your  Lordfl:iip's  mofl  obliged  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 
March  5,  1621. 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 


Fragments 
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Fragments  of  fever al  kinds, 

MY  meaning  was,  if  my  Lord  fhould  obtain  for 
me,  by  his  noble  mediation,  in  confideration 
of  my  fervices  pail,  and  other  re'pe6ls,  to  do  that,  for 
my  relief,  which  I  was  fuitor  for  by  my  Lord's  noble 
mediation,  and  whereof  I  was  in  good  hope,  to  have 
prefentcd  my  Lord  with  Gorhambury  in  poiTefTion, 
out  of  gratitude  and  love,  for  nothing. 

My  meaning  was,  if  my  Lord  fhould  prevail  for 
me  in  my  fuit  to  the  King  for  reward  of  fervices,  and 
relief  of  my  poor  eftate,  to  have  prefented  him  with 
Gorhambury,  out  of  gratitude  and  love,  for  nothing, 
except  fome  fatisfaftion  to  my  wife,  for  her  inuereft. 

If  my  Lord  like  better  to  proceed  by  way  of  bar- 
gain, fo  1  find  that  I  may  but  fubfift,  I  will  delerve  of 
his  honour,  and  exprefs  my  love  io  a  friendly  penny- 
worth. 

The  third  point  to  be  added  : 

This  as  his  vjork.']  The  more  for  kifTing  the  King's 
hands  prefently. 

The  reafons,  flailing  my  debts. 

Willingnefs  in  my  friends  to  help  me. 
None  will  be  fo  bold  as  to  opprefs  me. 

The  pretence,  that  the  King  would  give  me  di- 
reffion,  in  what  nature  of  writings  to  expend  my 
time. 

The  letter  to  expefl  yet,  and  the  manner  of  the 
delivery. 

That  my  Lord  do  not  impute  it,  if  he  hear  I  deal 
with  others  ;  for  he  fhall  better  perceive  the  value, 
and  I  fhall  make  it  good  to  his  Lordfliip,  being  my 
ftate  requireth  fpeed. 


To 
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i'c  the  Lord  Vif count  S  t,  A  l  b  a  n , 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfnip, 

RE  ME  MB  RING,  that  the  letter  your  Lordfhip 
put  yefterday  into  my  hand  was  locked  up  un- 
der two  or  three  feals,  it  ran  in  my  head,  that  it 
ftiight  be  bufmefs  of  importance,  and  require  hafte  : 
ind  not  finding  Mr.  Matthew  in  town,  nor  any  cer- 
tainty of  his  return  till  Monday  or  Tuefday,  I  thought 
it  became  me  to  let  your  Lordlliip  know  it,  that  lo  I 
might  receive  your  Lordfhip's  pleafure  (if  need  were) 
to  lend  it  by  as  fafe  a  hand,  as  if  it  had  three  feals 
more. 

My  Lord,  I  faw  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  who  let  fall 
fbmewhat,  as  if  he  could  have  been  contented  to 
have  received  a  letter  by  me  from  your  Lordftiip, 
^with  fomething  in  it  like  an  acknowledgement  to  my 
Lord  Treafurer  (g)^  that  by  his  means  you  had  re- 
ceived a  kind  letter  from  my  Lord  Marquis.  But, 
in  the  clofe,  he  came  about,  and  fell  rather  to  excufe 
what  was  left  out  of  the  letter,  than  to  pleafe  himfelf 
much  with  what  was  within  it.  Only  indeed  he  looked 
upon  me,  as  if  he  did  a  little  diftruft  my  good  mean- 
ing in  it.  But  that  is  all  one  to  me  -,  for  I  have  been 
ufed  to  it,  of  late,  from  others,  as  well  as  from  him. 
But  perfons  apt  to  be  fufpicious  may  well  be  borne 
with  •,  for  certainly  they  trouble  themfelves  moft, 
and  lofe  moft  by  it.  For  of  fuch  it  is  a  hard  queftion, 
whether  thofe  be  feweft,  whom  they  truft,  or  thofe, 
who  truft  them.  But  for  him,  and  fome  others,  I 
will  end  in  a  wifti,  that,  as  to  your  Lordifhip's  fervice, 
they  might  prove  but  half  fo  much  honefter,  as  they 
think  themfelves  wiier,  than  other  men. 

(g)  Lionel,  Lord  Cranfield,  made  Lord  Treafurer  in  Oi^ober, 

It 


Lord  Chancellor  B  A  CO  N,  505 

It  is  doubtful,  whether  the  King  will  come  to- 
morrow, or  not  J  for  they  iay  he  is  full  of  pain  in 
his  feet. 

My  Lord  Marquis  came  late  to  town  laft  niizlir, 
and  goeth  buck  this  evening  :  and  Sir  Edvvard  Sack- 
ville  watciieth  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with  him  be- 
fore he  go.  V\ov;^vQr^  he  wiilieth,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip  would  lofe  no  time  in  returning  an  antwer, 
made  all  of  fweet-meats,  to  my  Lord  Marquis's 
letter,  which,  he  is  coniident,  will  be  both  taftei 
and  digefted  by  him.  And  Sir  Edward  wiiherii,  that 
the  other  letter  to  my  Lord  Marquis,  for  prefenting 
your  difcourfe  of  laws  to  his  Majeily,  might  foliow 
the  firfl.     1  humbly  refl 

.Your  Lordfhip's  for  ever  truly  - 

to  honour  and  ferve  you, 

Martil  3,  1621. 

Tho.  Meautys, 


"To  the  Lord  Vif count  St.  Alb  an. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordlliip, 

I  HAD  not  failed  to  appear  this  night,  upon  your 
Lordfhip's  fummons,  but  that  my  ilay  till  to-mor- 
row,  I  knew,  would  mend  my  welcome,  by  bring- 
ing Mr.  Matthew,  who  means  to  dine  with  your  Lord- 
fhip  only,  and  fo  to  rebound  back  to  London,  by 
reafon  my  Lord  Digby's  journey  calls  for  him  on  the 
fudden.  Neither  yet  was  this  all,  that  ilayed  me; 
for  I  hear  fomewhat,  that  I  like  reaionably  well; 
and  yet  I  hope  it  will  mend  too  ♦,  which  is,  that  my 
Lord  Marquis  hath  fent  you  a  meifage  by  my  Lord 
of  Falkland  (which  is  a  far  better  hand  than  my  Lord 
Trealurer's,)  that  gives  you  leave  to  come  prelcntly 
to  Plighgate  :  and  Sir  Edward  Sackviiic,  fpcaking  for 
-.  X  th^ 
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the  other  five  miles,  my  Lord  commended  his  care 
and  zeal  for  your  Lordfliip,  but  filenced  him  thus  : 
*'  Let  my  Lord  be  ruled  by  me  :    it  will  be  never 
"  the  worfe  for  him."    But  my  Lord  Marquis  faying 
farther  to  him,  "  Sir  Edward,    however  you  play 
*'  a  good  friend's  part  for  my  Lord  St.  Alban  •,  yet 
*'•  I  mull:  tell  you,  I  have  not  been  well  ufed  by  him." 
And  Sir  Edward  defiring  of  him  to  open  himfelf  in 
whatfoever  he  might  take  offence  at;   and  withall, 
taking  upon  him  to  have  known  fo  much,  from  time 
to  time,   of  your  Lordfliip's  heart,  and  endeavours 
towards  his  Lordlliip,  as  that  he  doubted  not  but  he 
was  able  to  clear  any  mid,  that  had  been  cafl  before 
his  Lordlliip's  eyes  by  your  enemies  ;  my  Lord  Mar- 
quis, by  this  time  being  ready  to  go  to  the  Spanifh 
AmbaiTador's  to  dinner,  broke  off  with  Sir  Edward, 
and  told  him,  that  after  dinner  he  would  be  back  at 
Wallingford-houfe,  and  then  he  would  tell  Sir  Ed- 
ward  more  of  his  mind  -,  with  whom  I  have  had  newly 
conference  at  large,    and  traced  out  to  him,  as  he 
dcfired  me,  fome  particulars  of  that,  which  they  call 
a  treaty  with  my  Lord  Treafurer  about  York-houfe, 
which  Sir  Edward  Sackville  knows  how  to  put  toge- 
ther, and  make  a  fmooth  tale  of  it  for  your  Lordfhip  •, 
and  this  night  I  lliall  know  all  from  him,  and  to-mor- 
row, by  dinner,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  attend  your  Lord- 
fhip  :  till  when,  and  ever,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  in  all  truth 

to  honour  and  ferve  you, 

T.  Meautys, 

Indorfed,  Received  March  ii. 


r^ 
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Ti?  H  E  N  RY  ,C  A  R  Y,    Lovd  VifcCUnt  Fa  L  K  L  A  N  D  {h\ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  letter  was  the  bell  letter  I  re- 
ceived  this  good  while,  except  the  laft  kind  let- 
ter from  my  Lord  of  Buckingham,  which  this  con- 
■fiirmeth.  It  is  the  bed  accident,  one  of  them,  am.ongil 
men,  when  they  hap  to  be  obliged  to  thofe,  whoni 
naturally  and  perfonally  they  love,  as  I  ever  did  your 
Lordfhip  •,  in  troth  not  many  betv,teen  my  Lord  Mar- 
quis and  yourlelf  *,  fo  that  the  fparks  of  my  aftedion 
ffiall  ever  reft  quick,  under  the  afhes  of  my  fortune, 
to  do  you  fervice  \  and  wifhing  to  your  fortune  and 
family  all  good. 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  affe6lionate, 

and  much  obliged,  &c. 

I  pray  your  Lordfhip  to  prefent  my  hum.ble  fervice 
and  thanks  to  my  Lord  Marquis,  to  whom,  when  I 
have  a  little  paufed,  I  purpofe  to  write  ;  as  likewife 
to  his  Majefty,  for  whofe  health  and  happinefs,  as- 
his  true  bcadfman,  I  moft  frequently  pray. 

Indorfed, 
March  11.  Coi^y  of  my  anfvoer  to  Lord  Falkland, 

[h)  appoiated  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  Septembers,  1622, 
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To  the  Lop.  D  Treasurer  (/'). 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  HAVE  received,  by  my  noble  friend,  my  Lord 
Vifcount  Falkland,  advertifement,  as  from  my  Lord 
Marquis,  of  three  things  -,  the  one,  that  upon  his 
Lordiliip's  motion  to  his  Majefty,  he  is  gracioufiy 
pleafed  to  grant  fome  degree  of  releafe  ot  my  con- 
tinement.  T  he  fecond,  that  if  I  ihall  gratily  your 
Lordlliip,  v/ho,  m.y  Lord  underftandcth,  are  defi- 
rous  to  treat  with  me  about  my  houie  at  London, 
with  the  fame,  his  L  ordlhip  will  take  it  as  well,  as  if 
it  v/asdone  to  himfelf.  The  third,  that  his  Majedy 
hath  referred  unto  your  Lordlliip  the  confideradon 
of  the  relief  of  my  poor  eftate.  I  have  it  alfo  from 
other  part,  yet  by  iuch,  as  have  taken  it  im.mediate- 
ly  from  my  Lord  Marquis,  that  your  Lordmip  hath 
done  me  to  the  King  very  good  offices.  My  i  ord, 
I  am  much  bounden  to  you  :  wherefore  if  you  fhall 
be  pleafed  to  fend  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  who  formerly 
moved  me  in  it  for  your  Lordiliip,  to  treat  farther 
with  me,  I  fhall  let  your  Lordfhip  fee  how  affedlion- 
ately  I  am  defirous  to  plealure  your  Lordfhip  after 
my  Lord  of  Buckingham. 

So  wifning  your  Lordfhip's  weighty  affairs,  for  his 
Ma'iefly's  fervice,  a  happy  retyrn  to  his  Majefty's 
contentment,  and  your  honour,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  very  affedionate 

to  do  you  fervice, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 
Indorfcd, 
March  11.  To  the  Lord  Treaftirer. 

[i)  Lionel,  Lord  Cranfield. 

--    .  To 
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To    the    LuOKD     T  KY.  ASVYLLK, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

'HE  honourable  correfpondence,  v/hich  your 
Lordfliip  hath  been  picafed  to  hold  with  my 
noble  and  conilant  friend,  my  Lord  Marquis,  in 
furthering  his  Majeily's  grace  towards  me,  as  well 
concerning  my  liberty,  as  the  confideration  of  my 
poor  eflate,  hath  very  much  obliged  me  to  your 
Lordfhip,  the  more  by  how  much  the  lefs  likeiinocd 
there  is,  that  I  ihall  be  able  to  merit  it  at  your  Lord- 
fhip's  hands.  Yet  thus  much  I  am  glad  of,  that  this 
courfe,  your  Lordfhip  holds  with  me,  doth  carry 
this  much  upon  itfelf,  that  the  world  fhall  fee  in  this, 
amongft  other  things,  that  you  have  a  great  and 
noble  heart. 

For  the  particular  bufmefs  of  York-houfe,  Sir  Ar- 
thur Ingram  can  bear  me  witnefs,  that  I  was  ready  to 
leave  the  conditions  to  your  Lordfnip's  own  making;: 
but  fmce  he  tells  mie  plainly,  that  your  I  ordfhip  wTil 
by^no  means  have  to  be  fo,  you  will  give  me  leave  to 
refer  it  to  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  who  is  fo  mucli  your 
Lordfnip's  fervant,  and  no  lefs  faithful  friend  to  me, 
and  underftands  values  well,  to  fet  aprice  between  us! 
For  the  reference  his  Majefty  hath  been  gracioufiy 
pleafed,  at  my  Lord  Marquis's  fuit,    to  make  unto 
your   Lordfhip,    touching    the   relief  of  my  poor 
eftate(/^),  which  my  Lord  of  Falkland's  letter  hath 
fignificd,  warranting  me  likewife  to  addrefs  myfelf  to 
your  Lordfliip  touching  the  lame ;  I  humbly  pray 
your  Lordlhip  to  give  it  difpatch,  my  age,  JKalth, 

{k)  The  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Alban,  in  a  letter  to  the  Kinc-, 
from  Gorhambury,  zcth  of  Mnrch,  162^,  tharks  his  IV^:jc%  tor 
referring  the  ccnftdcraticn  y  his  brokeii  efxate  tz  his  good  Lor  J,  the 
Lord  TrcainrcT. 

X  5  and 
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and  fortunes,  making  time  to  me  therein  precious. 
Vv  hereforc,    if  youi    Loi  clfn.p  (who  knovveth  beft 
svhat  the  King  may  bed  do)  have  thought  of  any  par- 
ticular, I  would  defire  to  know  from  your  good  Lord- 
fhip  :  otherwife  I  have  fallen  myfelf  upon  a  particu- 
lar, which  1  have  related  to  Sir  Arthur,  and,  I  hope, 
will  feem  modefl,  for  my  help  to  hve  and  fubfift. 
As  for  fomewhat  towards  the  paying  off  my  debts, 
which  are  no\v  my  chief  care,  and  without  charge  of 
the  King's  coiiers,  I  will  not  now  trouble  your  Lord- 
fhip  ;  but  purpofing  to  be  at  Chilwick,  where  I  have 
taken  a  hcufe,  withinthis  fevennight,  I  hope  to  v/ait 
upon  your  Lordfhip,  and  to  gather  fom.e  violets  in 
your  garden,  and  will  then   impart  unto  you,  if  I 
have  thought  of  any  thing  of  that  nature  for  my  good. 
So  I  ever  reft  &c. 


Thomas  Meautys,  Efq-,  to  the  Lord  VifcctiiU 
St.  Al  b  a  n. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip, 

I  HAVE  been  attending  upon  m.y  Lord  Marquis's 
minutes  for  the  figning  of  the  warrant.     This 
day  he  purpofed  in  earrteft  to  have  done  it ;  but  it 
falls  out  untowardly,  for  the  warrant  was  drawn,  as 
your  Lordfhip  remembers,  in  hade  at  Gorhambur)% 
and  in  as  much  hafte  delivered  to  Sir  Edward  Sack- 
ville,  as  foon  as  I  alighted  from  my  horfe,  who  in- 
ftantly  put  it  into  my  Lord  Marquis's  hands,  fo  that 
no  copy  could  pofTibly  be  taken  of  it  by  me.     Now 
his  Lordfhip  hath  fearched  much  for  it,  and  is  yet  at 
a  lofs,  which  I  knew  not  till  fix  this  evening :  and 
bccaufe  your  Lordfhip  drew  it  with  caution,  I  dare 
not  venture  it  upon  my  memory  to  carry  level  what 
your  Lordfhip  wrote,  and  therefore  difpatched  away 
this  mefienger,  that  lo  vour  Lordihip,  by  a  frefh  poif, 

(for 
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(for  this  will  hardly  do  it)  may  fend  a  warrant  to  your 
mind,'  ready  drawn,  to  be  here  to-morrow  by  kv^n 
a  clock,  as  Sir  Arthur  (I)  tells  me  my  Lord  Marquis 
hath  diredled  :  for  the  King  goes  early  to  Hampton- 
Court,  and  will  be  here  on  Saturday. 

Your  books  (w)  are  ready,  and  pafTing  well  bound 
up.  If  your  Lordiliip's  letters  to  the  King,  Prince, 
and  my  Lord  Marquis  were  ready,  I  think  it  were 
good  to  lofe  no  time  in  their  delivery  -,  for  the  printer's 
fingers  itch  to  be  felling. 

My  Lady  hath  feen  the  houfe  at  Chifwick,  and 
may  make  a  fhift  to  like  it :  only  Hie  means  to  come 
to  your  Lordfhip  thither,  and  not  to  go  hrfl :  and 
therefore  your  Lordfhip  may  pleafe  to  make  the 
more  hafte,  for  the  great  Lords  long  to  be  in  York- 
houfe. 

Mr.  Johnfon  will  be  with  your  Lordfhip  to-mor- 
row i  and  then  I  Ihall  write  the  refl. 

Your  Lordfnip's  in  all  humblenefs 

and  honour  to  fcrve  vou. 


To  Thomas  Meautys,  Efq. 


F 


Good  Mr.  Meautys, 

-  OR  the  difference  of  the  warrant,  it  is  not  ma- 
.  terial  at  the  firft.  But  I  may  not  ftir  till  I  have 
it ;  and  therefore  I  expedt  it  to-morrow. 

For  my  Lord  of  London's  (;;)  flay,  there  may  be 
an  error  in  my  book  [o)  -,  but  I  am  fure  there  is  none 
in  me,  fmce  the  King  had  it  three  months  by  him, 
and  allowed  it :  if  there  be  any  thing  to  be  mended, 
it  is  better  to  be  efpied  now  than  hereafter. 

(I)  Ingram.  [m)  HiJJoy  of  the  Reign  cf  King  Hiiiry  Vli, 

(/;)  Dr.  George  ?,'Jountain. 

\o\   His  Hijiay  of  the  Ri}g?i  cf  King  Henry  J'lL 

"X   4        '  I  fend 
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I  fend  you  the  copies  of  the  three  letters,  which  you 
have;  and,  in  mine  own  opinion,  this  demur,  as  you 
term  it,  in  my  Lord  of  London,  maketh  it  more  ne- 
cefiary  than  before,  that  they  were  dehvered,  fpe- 
cially'in  regard  they  contain  withali  my  thanks.  It 
may  be  fignihed  they  were  fent  before  I  knew  of  any 
ilay  •,  and  being  but  in  thofe  three  hands,  they  are 
private  enough.  But  this  I  leave  merely  at  your  dif- 
cretion,  refti ng 

Your  m.oil:  affectionate  and  affured  friend, 

March  21,  1621. 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 


To   Mr,    T  O  E  !  E    NL\  T  T  H  £  w. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

1DO   make  account,  God  willing,  to  be  at  Chif- 
vvick  on  Saturday  •,  or,  becaufe^'this  weather  is 
terrible  to  one,  that  hath  kept  much  in,  Monday. 

^In  my  letter  of  thanks  to  my  Lord  Marquis, 
which  is  not  yet  delivered,  but  to  be  forthwith  de- 
livered, I  have  not  forgotten  to  mention,  that  I  have 
icceived  fignif.cation  of  his  noble  favour  and  affedlion, 
amongll  other  ways,  from  yourfelf,  by  name.  If, 
upon  your  repair  to  tlie  court  (whereof  I  am  right 
glad,)  you  have  any  fpeech  with  the  Marquis  of  me, 
i  prav  place  the  alphabet  (as  you  can  do  it  right  well) 
in  a  frame,  to  exprefs  my  love  faithful  and  ardent 
towards  him.  And  for  York-houfe,  that  whether 
in  a  flrait  line,  or  a  compafs  line,  I  meant  it  his  Lord- 
ihip  in  the  vvay,  which  I  thought  r/iight  pleafe  him 
bcft.     I  ever  reil 

Yourm.oft  affedlionate  and  affured  friend, 
Mi-ch  21,  1621. 

Fk.  St.   Ai^BAN. 
Though 
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Though  your  journey  to  court  be  before  your  re- 
ccit  of  this  letter,  yet  it  may  ferve  for  another  time. 


I'd  the  Qjj  e  e  n  ^/Bohemia. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majefly, 

IFI  N  D  in  books  (and  books  I  dare  alledge  to  your 
Majefly,  in  regard  of  your  fingular  ability  to  read 
and  judge  of  them  even  above  your  fex)  that  it  is  ac- 
counted a  great  blifs  for  a  man  to  have  leifure  with 
honour.  That  was  never  my  fortune,  nor  is.  For 
timje  was,  I  had  honour  without  leifure  -,  and  now 
I  have  leifure  without  honour.  And  I  cannot  fay  fo 
neither  altogether,  confidering  there  remain  with  me 
the  marks  and  ilamp  of  the  King's,  your  father's, 
grace,  though  I  go  not  for  fo  much  in  value,  as  1 
have  done.  But  my  defire  is  now  to  have  leifure 
without  loitering,  and  not  to  become  an  abbey-lubber, 
as  the  old  proverb  was,  but  to  yield  fome  fruit  of 
my  private  life.  Having  therefore  written  the  reign 
of  your  Majefty's  famous  anceftor,  King  Henr}^  the 
Seventh  i  and  it  having  palled  the  file  of  his  Majefly's 
judgement,  and  been  gracioully  alfo  accepted  of  the 
Prince,  your  brother,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  I  coiild 
not  forget  my  duty  fo  far  to  your  excellent  Majefly 
(to  whom,  for  that  I  know  and  have  heard,  I  have 
been  at  ail  times  fo  much  bound,  as  you  are  ever  prc- 
fent  with  me,  both  in  affection  and  admiration)  as 
not  to  make  unto  you,  in  all  humblenefs,  a  prefent 
thereof,  as  now  being  not  able  to  give  you  tribute  of 
any  fervice.  If  King  Henry  the  Seventh  were  alive 
again,  I  hope  verily  he  could  not  be  fo  angry  with 
me  for  not  flattering  him,  as  well-pleafed  m  feeing 
himJclf  fo  truly  defcribed  in  colours,  that  will  lafl, 
and  be  believed.  I  miOll  humbly  pray  your  Majefly 
gracioufly  to  accept  of  my  good  will ,  and  fo,  with  all 

reverence. 
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reverence,  kifs  your  hands,  praying  to  God  above, 
by  his  divine  and  moft  benign  providence,  to  co^,- 
dud  your  affairs  to  happy  ilTue  -,  and  refling 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble 

and  devoted  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Alban, 


April  20,  162;^, 


Sir  E  D  \v  A  R  D  S  A  c  K  V 1 1.  L  E  fo  thc  Lovd  Vif count 
St.   Alba  n. 

My  very  honoured  Lord, 

LONGING  to  yield  an  account  of  my  ftev/ard- 
fliip,  and  that  1  had  not  buried  your  talent  in  the 
ground,  I  waited  yeilerday  the  Marquis's  plealure, 
untill  I  found  a  fit  opportunity  to  importune  fome  re- 
turn of  his  Lordfliip's  relblution.  The  morning  could 
not  afford  it  •,  for  time  only  allowed  leave  to  tell  him, 
I  would  fay  fomething.  In  the  afternoon  I  had  amends 
for  all.  In  the  forenoon  he  laid  the  law,  but  in  the 
afternoon  he  preached  the  gofpel  •,  when,  after  fome 
revivations  of  the  old  diftafte.  concerning  York-houfe, 
he  mioft  nobly  opened  his  heart  unto  me,  wherein  I 
read  that,  which  argued  much  good  towards  you. 
After  which  revelation,  the  book  was  again  fealed  up, 
and  muft,  in  his  own  time,  only  by  himfelf  be  again 
manifefted  unto  you.  I  have  leave  to  remember 
fome  of  the  vifion,  and  am  not  forbidden  to  write  it. 
He  vov/ed,  not  court-like,  but  conilantly,  to  appear 
your  friend  fo  much,  as  if  his  Majefty  fhould  aban- 
don the  Cure  of  you,  you  Hiouid  fhare  his  fortune 
with  him.  He  pleafed  to  tell  me^  how  much  he  had 
been  behokkn  to  you  \  how  v/ell  he  loved  you  •,  how 
unkindly  he  took  the  denial  of  your  houfe  (for  fo  he 
will  needs  underriand  \i.;  Bur  the  clofe,  for  all  thrs, 
2  was 
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t^ras  harmonious,  fince  he  protefted  he  would  feriouay 
beo-in  to  ftudy  your  ends,  now  that  the  world  fnould 
fee'^he  had  no  ends  on  you.  He  is  in  hand  with  the 
work,  and  therefore  will,  by  no  means,  accept  of 
your  ofier  •,  though,  I  can  affure  you,  the  tender  hath 
much  won  upon  him,  and  mellowed  his  heart  to- 
wards you-,  and  your  genius  diredled  you  right, 
when  you  wrote  that  letter  of  denial  unio  the 
Duke  (^;.  The  King  faw  it;  and  all  the  reft; 
which  made  him  fay  unto  the  Marquis,  you  played 
an  after-game  well  -,  and  that  now  he  had  no  reaion 
to  be  much  offended. 

I  have  already  talked  of  the  revelation,  and  now 
am  to  fpeak  in  apocalyptical  language,  which  I  hope 
you  will  rightly  comm.ent ;  whereof,  if  you  make 
difficulty,  the  bearer  {q)  can  help  you  with  the  key 
of  the  cypher. 

My  Lord  Falkland,  by  this  time,  hath  fhewed  you 

London  from  Highgate.     If  York-houfe  were  gone, 

the  town  were  your's  ;  and  all  your  ftraiteft  lliack  es 

cleared  off,  befides   more  com.fort  than  the  city-air 

only.     The  Marquis  would  be  exceedingly  glad  the 

Treafurer  had  it.     This  I  know  ;  but  this  you  muft 

not  know  from  me.     Bargain  with  him  prefently, 

upon  as  good  conditions  as  you  can  procure,  fo  you 

have  direct  motion  from  the  Marquis^  to  let  him 

have  it.     Seem  not  to  dive  into  the  fecrct  of  it  •, 

though  you  are  purblind,  if  you  fee  not  through  it. 

I  ha\?e  told  Mr.  Meautys,  how  I  would  wifli  your 

Lordlhip  to  make  an  end  of  it.     From  him,  I  be- 

feech  you,  take  it,  and  from  me  only  the  advice  to 

perform  it.     If  you  part  not  fpeedily  with  it,   you 

may  defer  the  good,  which  is  approaching  near  you, 

and  difappointing  other  aims    (which  muft  either 

flt^tly  receive   content,    or    never,)  perhaps   anev/ 

yield  matter  of  difcontent,  though  you  may  be  indeed 

(p)  of  Lenox,  of  the  30th  of  January ^^  |6^(- 
(^)  Probably  Mr.  Meauty?, 
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as  innccent  as  before.     Make  the  Treafurer  believe, 

that  fince  the  Marquis  will  by  no  mt^ans  accept  of  it, 

and  thatyo^j  muit  part  wirh  it,  you  are  more  willing 

to  pleafure  him,  than  any  body  elfe,  becaule  you  are 

given  to  underftand  my  Lord  Marquis  fo  inclines  ; 

which  inclination,  if  the  Treafurer  fhortly  fend  unto 

you  about  it,  defire  may  be  more  clearly  m.anifefled, 

than  as  yet  it  hath  been  ;  fince,  as  I  remember,  none 

hitherto  hath  told  you  in  termmis  terminantibus,  that 

the  Marquis  defires  you  (hould  gratify  the  Treafurer. 

I  know  that  way  the  hare  runs ;  and   that  my  Lord 

Marquis  longs  until!  Cranfield  hath  it  j  and  fo  I  wifh 

too,  for  your  good,  yet  would  not  it  were  abfolurely 

paired,  untill  my  Lord  Marquis  did  fend,  or  write, 

unto  you,   to   let  him  have  it  \  for  then,  his  fo  dif- 

pofing  of  it  were  but  the  next  degree  removed  from 

x\\^  immediate  acceptance  of  it,  and  your  Lordfhip 

freed  from  doing  it  otherwife  than  to  pleafe  him,  and 

to  comply  with  his  own  will  and  way. 

I  have  no  more  to  fay,  but  that  I  am,  and  ever 
will  be 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  affe6lionate  friend,  • 

and  hunible  fervant, 

E.  Sackville. 

Indorfed,  Received  the  i  \th  of  May  ^  1622. 


Uo  the  Lord  Keeper,    Br,  Wi'lliams,    Bi^ 

Jhop  of  Li'dcoln, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IU  N  D  E  R  S  T A  N  D,   there  is  an  extent  prayed 
agamft  me,    and  a  furetv  of  mine,  by  the  exe- 
cutors of  one -Harrys,  a  goidfmiih.     The  ftatute  is 

twelve 
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twelve  years  old,  and  faiieth  to  an  executor,  or  an 
executor  of  an  executor,  I  know  not  whether.  And 
it  was  fure  a  ftatute  coHec^led  out  of  a  (hop-debt, 
and  much  of  it  paid.  I  humbly  pray  your  Lordihip, 
according  to  iuilice  and  equity,  to  ftay  the  extent, 
being  hkewiie  upon  a  double  penally,  till  I  may 
better  infcim  myielf  touching  a  matter  fo  long  pad; 
and,  if  it  be  reauifite,  put  in  a  bill,  that  the  truth 
of  the  account  appearing,  fuch  fadsfadtion  may  be 
made,  as  Ihail  be  tit.     So  I  reft 


May  30,  1622. 


Your  Lordfnip's  affedlionate 

to  do  you  faithful  fervice, 

Fr.  St.  Alban, 


^0  the   Marquis  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m  (a'). 

My  very  good  Lord, 

ITH  O  U  G  HT  it  appertained  to  my  duty,  both 
as  a  fubjed,  and  as  he,  that  took  once  the  oath 
of  a  Counfellor,  to  make  known  to  your  Lordfnip  an 
advertifement,  which  came  to  me  this  morning.  A 
gentleman,  a  dear  friend  of  mine,  whom  yourLord- 
Ihip  cannot  but  imagine,  though  I  name  him  nor, 
told  me  thus  much,  that  fome  Englifh  priefts,  that 
negotiated  at  Rome  to  facilitate  the  difpenfation, 
did  their  own  bufmcfs  (that  was  his  phrafe  •,)  for  they 
negotiated  with  the  Pope  to  ere6t  fome  titular}^  Bi- 
Ihops  for  England,  that  might  ordain,  and  have 
other  fpiritual  faculties  •,  faying  withall  mioft  honeflly, 
that  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  impart  this  to  fome 
Counfellor,  both  as  a  loyal  fubjed,  and  as  a  Catholic  ; 
for  that  he  doubted  it  might  be  a  caufe  to  crofs  the 
graces  and  mercies,  which  the  Catholics  novr  enjoy, 
if  it  be  not  prevented :   and  he  afked  my  advice, 

whether 
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whether  he  fhould  make  it  known  to  your  Lordfliip^ 
or  to  my  Lord  Keeper  (r),  v/hen  he  came  back  to 
London.  I  commended  his  loyalty  and  difcretion, 
and  wifhed  him  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  your  Lordfhip, 
who  might  communicate  it  with  my  Lord  Keeper,  if 
you  faw  cauie,  and  that  he  repaired  to  your  Lordfhip 
prefently,  which  he  relblved  to  do.  Nevertheleis, 
I  did  not  thi^ik  mine  own  particular  duty  acquitted, 
except  I  certified  it  alio  myfelf,  borrowing  fo  much 
of  private  friendfhip  in  a  caufe  of  ftate,  as  not  to 
tell  iiim  I  would  do  fo  much. 

Indorfed, 

Aly  letter  to  my  Lord  Marquis^  touching  the  bufinefs  of 
ejlate  ad'vertifed  by  Mr.  Matthew  (s). 


"To  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Alban. 

My  niofl:  honoured  Lord, 

I  Come  in  thefe  to  your  Lordfliip  with  the  voice  of 
thankfgiving,  for  the  continuance  of  your  ac- 
cuftomed  noble  care  of  me  and  my  good,  which  over- 
takes me,  I  find,  whitherfoever  I  go.  But  for  the 
prefent  itfelf  (whereof  your  Lordfhip  writes,)  whether 
or  no  it  be  better  than  that  I  was  wont  to  bring  your 

(r)  Dr.  Williams,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

(/)  The  date  of  this  letter  may  be  pretty  nearly  determined 
by  one  of  the  Lord  Keeper  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
dated  Augull  23,  1622,  and  printed  in  the  C^^^/<2.  The  pofl- 
fcript  to  that  letter  is  as  follows  :  *'  The  Spanifh  AmbaiTador 
•*  took  the  alarm  very  fpeedily  of  the  titulary  Roman  Eiiliop  ; 
**  and  before  my  departure  from  his  houfe  at  Iflington,  whither 
**  I  went  privately  to  him,  did  write  both  to  Rome  and  Spain  to 
*«  prevent  it.  But  I  am  afraid,  that  Tobie  will  prove  but  an 
*'  apocryphqi,  and  no  canonical,  intelligencer,  acquainting  the 
"  ftate  with  thii  project  for  the  Jefuits,  rather  than  for  Jefus's 
**  fake." 

Lordfhip, 
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Lordlhip,  the  end  only  can  prove.  For  I  have  yet 
no  more  to  fhew  for  it,  than  good  words,  of  which 
many  times  I  brought  your  Lordfhip  good  iiore. 
But  becaufe  modicefideans  were  not  made  to  thrive  in 
court,  I  mean  to  lofe  no  time  from  aflailing  my  Lord 
Marquis,  for  which  purpofe  I  am  now  hovering 
about  New-hall  (/),  where  his  Lordfhip  is  expe6led 
(but  not  the  King)  this  day,  or  to-morrow :  which 
place,  as  your  Lordfhip  advifeth,  may  not  be  ill 
chofcn  for  my  bufinefs.  For,  if  his  Lordfhip  be  not 
very  thick  of  hearing,  fure  New-hall  v/ill  be  heard  to 
fpeak  for  m.e. 

And  now,  ray  good  Lord,  if  any  thing  make  mc 
diffident,  or  indeed  almofl  indifferent,  how  ic  fuc- 
ceeds,  it  is  this  \  that  my  fole  ambition  having  ever 
been,  and  flill  is,  to  grow  up  only  under  your  Lord- 
fhip, it  is  become  prepoiterots,  even  to  my  nature 
and  habit,  to  think  of  prolpering,  or  receiving  any 
growth,  either  v/ithout,  or  befides  your  Lordfhip. 
And  therefore  let  me  claim  of  your  Lordfhip  to  do 
me  this  right,  as  to  believe  that,  which  my  hearr 
fays,  or  rather  fwears,  to  me,  namely,  that  what  ad- 
dition foever,  by  God's  good  providence,  comes  at 
any  time  to  my  life  or  fortune,  it  is,  in  my  account, 
but  to  enable  me  the  more  to  ferve  your  Lordihip  in 
both  •,  at  whofe  feet  I  fhall  ever  humbly  lay  down  all, 
that  I  have,  or  am,  never  to  rife  thence  otner  than 

Your  Lordfhip's  in  all  duty 

and  reverent  affedions, 

September  11,  16:2. 

T.  Mfautys, 

'/)  In  Eney. 
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To  the  Count efs  cf  Buckingham  [u),   mother  to 
the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  honourable  good  Lady, 

YOUR  Ladyllup's  late  favour  and  noble  ufage 
towards  me  were  fuch,  as  I  think  your  abience 
a  great  part  of  my  misfortunes.  And  the  more  I 
find  my  mod  noble  Lord,  your  fon,  to  increafe  in 
favour  towards  me,  the  more,  out  of  my. love  to  him, 
I  wifh  he  had  often  by  him  lb  loving  and  wife  a  mo- 
ther. For,  if  my  Lord  were  never  To  wife,  as  wife  as 
Solomon  ;  yet,  I  find,  that  Solomon  himfelf,  in  the 
end  of  his  Proverbs,  fets  dov/n  a  whole  chapter  of 
advices,  that  his  mother  taught  him. 

Madam,  I  can  but  receive  your  remembrance 
with  aff^edlion,  and  ufe  your  name  with  honour, 
and  intend  you  my  bed  fervice,  if  I  be  able,  ever 
refting 

Your  Ladyiliip's  humble 

and  affedionate  fervant, 

Bedford -houfe,  this  29th 

of  Oaober,   1622.  Fr.  St.  AlBAN. 


(«)  Mary,  daughter  of  Anthony  Beaumont,  a  younger  Ton  of 
William  Beaumont  of  Cole-Orton  in  Leicefterrfiire.  She  was 
thrice  married  :  i .  to  Sir  George  Viiiiers,  father  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  :  2.  to  Sir  William  Rayner :  and  3.  to  Sir  Thomas 
Compton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  a  younger  brother  of  William, 
Earl  of  Northampton.  She  was  created  Countefs  of  Bucking- 
Lam,  July  i,   1618;  and  died  April  19,   1632. 


To 
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To  the  Marauis  of  B  u  c  k.  i  n  c  h  a  m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  HAVE  many  things  to  txhank  your  Lordfliip 
for,  fince  I  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  you ;  that 
your  Lordfhip,  before  your  going  out  of  town, 
fent  my  memorial  to  my  Lord  Treafurer  :  that  your 
Lordfhip  offered,  and  received,  and  prefented  my 
petition  to  the  King,  and  procured  me  a  reference  : 
that  your  Lordfhip  moved  his  Majefiy,  and  obtained 
for  me  accefs  to  h'lm.,  againft  his  Majefly  comes  next, 
which,  in  mine  own  opinion,  is  better  than  if  it  had 
been  now,  and  will  be  a  great  comfort  to  m.e,  though 
I  fhould  die  next  day  after  :  that  your  Loi-dfhip 
gave  me  fo  good  Engiifh  for  my  Latin  book.  My 
humble  requefl  is,  at  this  time,  that  becaufe  my  Lcrd 
Treafurer  keepeth  yet  his  anfwer  in  fufpenfe  (though 
by  one,  he  ufeth  to  me,  he  fpeaketh  me  fair,)  that  your 
Lordfhip  would  nick  it  with  a  v/ord  :  for  if  he  do 
me  good,  I  doubt  it  mi  ay  not  be  altogether  of  his  own, 
God  ever  profper  you. 

Your  Lordfnip's  moft  bounden 

and  faithful  fervant, 
4  th  of  November,  1622. 

Fr,  St.  Alba!s% 


Memorial  of  Accefs  {zv). 

It  may  pleafe  your  Mi^jefty, 

MAY  now  in  a  manner  fing,  nunc  dhnittis^  now 
I  have  feen  you.     Before  methought  I  was  leant 

(ay)  This  paper  was  WTittcn  in  Greek  charadlers,  ioon  afrer 
his  accefs  to  King  James  I,  which  had  been  proniifed  h.min  a 
letter  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  from  Nevvmarket.  l^o- 
vember  13,   1622. 

Y  ii 


I 
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in  (late  of  grace,  but  in  a  kind  of  utter  darknefs. 
And  therefore,  among  other  your  mercies  and  fa- 
vours, I  do  principally  thank  your  Majefly  for  this 
admiffion  of  me  to  kifs  your  hands. 

I  may  not  forget  alfo  to  thank  your  Majefly  for  your 
remililon  of  my  fine,  for  granting  of  my  quietus,  and 
general  pardon  •,  and  your  late  recommendation  of 
my  debts ;  favours  not  fmall,  fpecially  to  a  fervant 
Qut  of  fight,  and  out  of  ufe. 

I  befeech  your  Majefly  to  give  me  leave  to  tell  you 
what  had,  in  my  misfortunes,  fuflained  me.  Ari- 
flotle  fays,  old  men  live  by  re'memhrance,  young  men  by 
hope.  And  fo  it  is  true,  that  young  men  live  by  hope, 
and  fallen  men  by  remembrance.  Two  remembrances 
have  fuflained  me :  the  one,  that  fmce  I  had  the 
prime  vote  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  to  be  firfl  Commif- 
(ioner  for  the  union,  untill  the  lafl  aflembly  of  par- 
liament, I  was  chofen  MefTenger  of  both  Houfes,  in 
the  petitions  of  religion  (which  were  my  two  iirfl, 
and  lafl  fervices,)  having  pafl  a  number  of  fervices 
of  importance,  your  Majefly  never  chid  me  •,  neither 
did  ever  any  public  fervice  mifcarry  in  my  hands. 
This  was  the  finifhing  aft  of  my  profperity.  The 
fecond  was  of  my  adverfity,  which,  in  few  words,  is 
this,  that  as  my  fault  was  not  againft  your  Majefly  ^ 
fo  my  fall  was  not  your  a6t ;  and  therefore  I  hope  I 
ihall  live  and  die  in  your  favour. 

I  have  this  farther  to  fay  in  the  nature  of  an  hum- 
ble oblation ;  for  things  once  dedicated  and  vowed 
cannot  iofe  their  character,  nor  be  made  common. 
I  ever  vowed  myfelf  to  your  fervice.     Therefore, 

Firfl,  if  your  Majelly  do  at  any  time  think  it  fit, 
for  your  affairs,  to  employ  me  again  publicly  upon 
the  ilage,  I  lliali  fo  live  and  fpend  my  time,  as  nei- 
ther dilcontinuance  iliall  difable  me,  nor  adverfity 
(hall  diicourage  me,  nor  any  thing,  that  I  fliall  do> 
give  any  fcandal  or  envy  upon  n^.e. 

Secondlvy 


J 
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Secondly,  if  your  Majefty  fhall  not  hold  that  fit ; 
Vf  t,  if  it  fhall  pleafe  you  at  any  time  to  aik  my  opi- 
nion, ot*  require  my  propofitions  privately  by  my 
Lord  Marquis,  or  any  of  your  Couniellors,  that  is  my 
friend,  touching  any  commiffion  or  bufinefs ;  for,  as 
Ovid  faid,  Eft  aliquid  luce  patente  minus ;  I  fhall  be 
glad  to  be  a  labourer,  or  pioneer  in  your  fervice. 

Laflly,  and  chiefly,  becaufe  your  Majefty  is  an 
univerial  fcholar,  or  rather  mafter,  and  m.y  pen  (as  I 
may  *  it,  pafled**)  gained  upon  the  world,  your 
Majefty  would  appoint  me  fome  tafk,  or  literary  pro- 
vince, that  I  may  ferve  you  calamo^  if  not  cenfilid. 

I  know,  that  I  am  cenfured  of  fome  conceit  of 
mine  ability,  or  worth  :  but,  I  pray  your  Majefty, 
impute  it  to  defire  (pojfunt  quia  pojje  videntur.)  And 
again,  I  ftiould  do  fom.e  wrong  to  your  Majefty'^ 
fchool,  if,  in  fixteen  years  accefs  and  near  fervice,  I 
fhould  think  I  had  learned,  or  laid  in,  nothing, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  I  have  borne  your 
image  in  metal  -,  and  I  ftiall  keep  it  in  my  heart, 
while  I  live. 

That  his  Majefty's  bufinefs  never  mifcarried  in  my 
hands,  I  do  not  impute  to  any  extraordinary  ability 
in  myfelf -,  but  to  mjy  freedom  from  particular,  either 
friends,  or  ends,  and  my  careful  receit  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's dire6lions,  being,  as  I  have  formerly  faid  to 
him,  but  as  a  bucket  and  ciftern  to  that  fountain  5 
£t  bucket  to  draw  forth,  a  ciftern  to  preferve* 

I  may  allude  to  the  three  petitions  of  the  Litany, 
Libera  nos^  Domine  \  parce  miki^  Domine ;  et  exaudi  nos^ 
Bofnine.  Firft,  the  firft,  I  am  perfuaded,  his  Majefty 
had  a  mind  to  do  It,  and  could  not  conveniently,  in 
rcfpedl  of  his  affairs.  For  the  fecond,  he  had  done  it 
in  my  fine  and  pardon.  For  the  third,  I  had  likewife 
performed,  in  reftoring  to  the  light  of  his  countenance. 

There  be  mountebanks,  as  well  in  the  civil  body, 
as  in  the  natural.  I  ever  ferved  his  Majefty  with 
modeftyj  no  ftiouldering,  no  undertaking. 

Y  2  Seneca 
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Seneca  faith  T'^w  otii  debet  conjlare  ratio  quam  negc^ 
til.     So  I  make  his  Majelly  oblation  of  both. 

For  envy,  it  is  an  almanack  of  the  laft  year ;  andy 
as  a  friend  of  mine  faid,  the  parliament  died  penitent 
towards  me. 

Of  my  offences,  far  be  it  from  me  to  fay,  dat  veniam 
corvis  y  vexat  cenjura  Columhas :  But  I  will  fay  that 
I  have  good  warrant  for ;  they  "jjere  not  the  greatefi 
offenders  in  Ifrael^  upon  whom  the  wall  of  Shilo  fell. 

What  the  King  beftowed  upon  me,  will  be  farther 
fecn,  than  upon  Paul's  fteeple. 

My  ftory  is  proud.  I  may  thank  your  Majefty  •, 
for  1  heard  him  note  of  Taflb,  that  he  could  know 
which  poem  he  made,  when  he  was  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  which  when  he  was  a  beggar.  I  doubt  he 
could  make  no  fuch  obfervation  of  me. 

My  Lord  hath  done  many  things  to  ihew  his  great- 
nefs.  This  of  mine  is  one  of  them,  that  fliews  his 
goodnefs. 

I  am  like  ground  frefh.  If  I  be  left  to  myfelf,  I 
will  grow,  and  bear  natural  philoibphy  :  but  if  the 
King  will  plow  me  up  again,  and  fow  me  on,  I  hope 
to  give  him  lb  me  yield. 

Kings  do  raiie  and  pull  down  with  reafon  -,  but  the 
greatefi:  work  is  rcafoning. 

For  my  hap,  I  feek  an  otium^  and,  if  it  may  be, 
a  fat  otiwn- 

I  am  faid  to  have  a  feather  in  my  head.  I  pray 
God  fome  are  not  wild  in  their  head,  that  gird  not 

well. 

I  am  too  old,  and  the  leas  arc  too  -long,  for  mc 
to  double  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Afhes  are  good  for  fomewhat  -,  for  lees,  for  falts. 
But  1  hope  I  am  rather  embers  than  allies,  having 
the  heat  of  good  aftedions,  under  the  allies  of  my 
fortunes. 

Your  Majefty  hath  power :  1  have  faith.  There- 
fore a  miracle  may  be  loon  wrought. 

I  would 
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I  would  live  to  iludy,  and  not  fludy  to  live  \  yet 
I  am  prepared  for  date  oholum  Bellifario  ^  and  I  that 
have  borne  a  bag,  can  bear  a  wallet. 

For  my  Pen: 

If  aftive,   I.  The  reconciling  of  laws. 

2.  The  difpofing  of  wards,  and  generally 
education  of  youth. 

3.  Limiting  the  jurifdidlion  of  courts,  and 
prefcribing  rules  for  every  of  them. 

Reglement  of  'Trade, 

if  contemplative,  i.  Going    on   with   the  ftory  of 
Henry  the  Eighth. 

2.  General  treatife  of  dc  Legibus 
et  JuJiJtid. 

3.  The  Holy  War. 

For  my  Lord  of  Buckingham, 
Thefe  I  rank  high  amongft  his  favours. 
To  the  King  of    "^     *     *     that  the  goodnefs  of 
his  nature  may  ftrive  with  the  goodnefs  of  his  fortune. 
He  had  but  one  fault,  and  that  is,  that  you  can- 
not raar  him  with  any  accumulating  of  honours  up- 
on him. 

Now  after  this  fun- fliine,  and  little  dew,  that  fave 
war. 

Whales  will  overturn  your  boat,  or  bark,  or  of  Ad- 
miral, or  other. 

For  the  Prince. 

Ever  my  chief  patron. 

The  work  of  the  father  is  creation  ;  of  the  fon  re- 
demption. 

You  would  have  drawn  me  out  of  the  fire ;  now 
out  of  the  mire. 

Y3  To 
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To  afk  leave  of  the  King  to  kifs  the  Prince's  hands, 
if  he  be  not  now  prefent. 

Indorfed,  Me-m,  of  accefs, 

To  the  Lord  Vif count  St.  Alb  an. 

My  moil  honoured  Lord, 

SINCE  my  laft  to  your  Lordfnip,  I  find,  by  Mr. 
Johnfon,  that  rny  Lord  Treafurer  is  not  twice  in 
one  mind,  or  Sir  Arthur  Ingram  not  twice  in  one 
tale.     For  Sir  Arthur^  contrary  to  his  fpeech  but 
yeilerday  with  me,    puts  himfelf  now,  as  it  fecms, 
in  new  hopes  to  prevail  with  my  Lord  Treafurer  for 
your  Lordfhip's  good  and  advantage,  by  a  propofi- 
tion,  fent  by  Mr.  Johnfon,  for  the  altering  of  your 
patent  to  a  new  mould,  more  fafe  than  the  other, 
which  he  feemed  to  diffuade,  as  I  wrote  to  your  Lord- 
fliip.    I  like  my  Lord  Trealurer's  heart  to  your  Lord- 
fnip, fo  much  every  day  worfe  than  other,  efpecially 
for  his  coarfe  ufage  of  your  Lordfnip's  x\i\m^  in  his 
laft  fpeech,  as  that  I  cannot  imagine  he  means  you 
any  good.     And  therefore,   good  my  Lord,   v/hat 
diredTionsyou  fhall  give  herein  to  Sir  Arthur  Ingram, 
let  them  be  as  fafe  ones,  as  you  can  think  upon  \ 
and  that  your  Lordfhip  furrcnder  not  your  old  patent, 
till  you  have  the  new  under  feal,  left  my  Lord  Keeper 
fhould  take  toy,  and  ftop  it  there.     And  I  know 
your  Lordfliip  cannot  forget  they  have  fuch  a  favage 
word  among  them,  zs  fleecing,     God  in  heaven  blefs 
your  Lordftiip  from  fuch  hands  and  tongues ;  and 
then  things  will  mend  of  themfelves. 

Your  Lordfhip's,  in  all  humblenefs, 

to  honour  and  fervc  you, 

This  Sunday  mcrning, 

T.  Mbautys* 

Indorfed,  2  r^tb  of  November  [1622]. 

To 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  FIND  my  Lord  Treafurer,  after  fo  many  days, 
and  appointments,  and  fuch  certain  meilages  and 
promifes,  doth  but  mean  to  coax  me  (it  is  his  own 
word  of  old)  and  to  faw  me  afunder,  and  to  do  juft 
nothing  upon  his  Majefly's  gracious  reference,  nobly 
procured  by  your  Lordfhip  for  this  poor  remnant. 
My  Lord,  let  it  be  your  own  deed  ;  and,  to  ufe  the 
prayprs  of  the  Litany,  good  Lord  deliver  me  from 
this  fervile  dependance  -,  for  I  had  rather  beg  and 
ftarve,  than  be  fed  at  that  door. 
God  ev<2r  profper  your  Lordfhip. 

Your  Lordfhip's  moil  bounden 

^  ^^  and  faithful  fervant^ 

Bedford-houfe,  this 

Fr.  St.  Alb  an-. 
Indorfed, 

"to  Buckingham^  about  Lord  "Treafurer  Cranfield^s  ufing 

of  him. 


Remembrances   of  the  Lord  Vifcount   St.   Alban, 
u-pon  his  goi-ng  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  (^). 

My  Lord, 

Tp  O  R  paft  matters,  they  are  memorial  with  me. 
i  I  thank  God  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  to  re- 
trieve a  fortune,  as  I  did  not  mark  where  the  game 
rell.  I  afcribe  all  to  Providence.  Your  Lordfhip 
hath  greatnefs  ^  and  I  hope  you  will  line  it  with  good- 

(^)  Thefe  are  written  in  Greek  charaflers, 

Y  4  nefs. 
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'nt{s.  Of  me  you  can  have  no  ufe ;  but  you  may 
have  honour  by  me,  in  ufing  me  v/ell  j  for  my  for- 
tune is  much  in  your  hands. 

For  Sir  G.  I  heard  by  Sir  Arthur  (y)^  you  thought 
well  of  my  dealing  to  him ;  for  fo  Ingram  told  me. 
But  I  doubt  he  reported  fomewhatamits  of  m^e,  that 
procured  that  warrant ;  fmce  v/hich  he  thinks  he  may 
bring  qje  to  his  own  conditions,  never  comes  to  me, 
flies  from  that  he  had  agreed ,  fo  to  conclude  with 
the  letter  upon  even  terms. 

For  the  King,  I  mull  fubmit.  Ingram  told  me 
there  fhould  be  a  favour  in  it,  till  I  might  fue  to  the 
King, 

The  fequeilration  as  much  as  a  refumption  ;  for 
if  it  be  as  in  the  King's  hands,  all  will  go  back  ^ 
fo  it  requires  a  farmer. 

My  penfion  and  that  the  rewards  of  my  long  fer- 
vice,  and  relief  of  my  prefent  means.  In  parliament 
he  faid,  he  v/ould  not  have  me  know  what  want 
meant.  -i.i  'loi 


La,   B.  (%). 

OF  York-houfe  garden  : 
Of  New-hall : 

Of  my  being  with  my  Lord  Treafurer : 

Of  my  bufinefs. 

It  is  well  begun  :  I  defire  it  may  be  your  aft. 

It  is  nothing  out  of  the  King's  purfe  :  it  laid  fair  ; 
a  third  part  of  the  profit. 

The  King  bellows  honour  upon  reward,  one  ho- 
nour upon  alms  and  charity. 

Time,  1  hope,  will  work  this,  or  a  better. 

I  know  my  Lord  will  not  forfake  me. 

0)  Ingram.  (2:)  Lady  Buckingham,  mother  of  the  Duke. 

He 
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.  He  can  have  but  one  mother.  Friends  wayfarers, 
ibme  to  Waltham,  feme  to  Ware,  and  where  the 
ways  part,  farewell. 

I  do  not  defire  to  flage  myfeif,  nor  pretenfions, 
but  for  the  comfort  of  a  private  life.  Yet  will  I  be 
ever  at  your  and  the  King's  call.  Malcontent,  or 
bufy-body,  I  fcorn  to  be. 

Though  my  Lord  ihall  have  no  ufe  of  me,  yet  he 
fhall  have  honour  by  me. 

For  envy,  the  almanack  of  that  year,  is  paft. 

You  may  obferve  laft  parliament,  though  an  high- 
aiming  parliament,  yet  not  a  petition,  not  a  clamour, 
not  a  motion,  not  a  mention  of  me.  Vifitations  by 
all  the  noblemen  about  the  town. 

A  little  will  make  me  happy :  the  debts  I  have 
paid. 

I  {hall  honour  my  Lord  with  pen  and  words  ;  and 
be  ready  to  give  him  faithful  and  free  counfel,  as 
ready,  as  when  I  had  the  feal ;  and  mine  gwcy /:<  a  vi- 
ms modis  for  fafety,  as  well' as  for  greatnefs. 

The  King  and  the  Prince,  I  hear  for  certain,  weJl- 
affedted. 

To  dine  with : 

1  o  go  to  New-hall. 


To  the  Marquis  of  B  u  c-k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

Excellent  Lord, 

IP  E  R  C  E I V  E  this  day,  by  Mr.  Comptroller  fa\ 
that  I  live  continually  in  your  Lordfliip's  remem- 
brance, and  noble  purpofes  concerning  my  fortunes, 
as  well  for  the  comfort  of  my  eftate,  as  for  counte- 
nancing me  otherwife  by  his  Majefly's  employments 
and  graces  -,   for  which  I  moil  humbly  kifs  your 

iii)  Henry  Can',  Vifcount  Falkland. 

hands, 
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hands,  leaving  the  times  to  your  good  Lordfhip ; 
which,  confidering  my  age  and  wants,  I  afi^jre  my- 
felf,  your  Lordfliip  will  the  fooner  take  into  your 
care.  And  for  my  houfe  at  Gorhambury,  I  do  infi- 
nitely defire  your  Lordfhip  fhould  have  it ;  and  how- 
foever  I  may  treat,  I  v/ill  conclude  with  none,  till  I 
know  your  Lordfhip's  farther  pleafure,  ever  reding 

Your  Lordihip'3  mod  obliged, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Bedford-houfe,  this  5th 

pf  Feb.  1622  (^).  Fr,  St.  Alban. 


To  the  Lord  Vif count  St.  Alb  an. 


My  vei7  good  Lord, 

I  Have  received,  by  this  bearer,  the  privy  feal  for 
the  furvey  of  coals,  which  I  will  lay  afide,  untill  I 
fhall  hear  farther  from  my  Lord  Steward  (c),  and  the 
reft  of  the  Lords. 

I  am  ready  to  do  as  much  as  your  Lordfhip  defireth, 
in  keeping  Mr.  Cotton  (d)  off  from  the  violence  of 
thofe  creditors :  only  himfelf  is,  as  yet,  wanting  in 
fome  particular  directions, 

I  heartily  thank  your  Lordihip  for  your  book  •, 
arid  all  other  fymbols  of  your  love  and  affedion. 


.  (ij)  tvvo  <kiys  before  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  fet  out  pri- 
vately, with  the  Prince,  for  Spain.  {c)  Duke  of  Lenox. 
(d)  probably  the  furety  of  Lord  Bacon,  for  the  debt  to  Harris 
the  goldfmith,  mentioned  in  hii  Lordfhip's  letter  of  May  30, 
2622. 

7  which 
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which  I  will  endeavour,  upon  all  opportunities,  to 
deierve :  and,  in  the  mean  time,  do  reft 

Your  Lordfhip's  alTured  faithful 

poor  friend  and  fervanr, 

Weflminfter-college, 
this  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1622.  Jo.  Lincoln,  C.  S, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  his  veij  good  Lordy  the  Lord 

Vifmmt  St,  Alban, 


Jg  th^  AfarQtiis  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  G  H  A  M. 

Excellent  Lord, 

THOUGH  your  Lordfliip's  abfence  (f)  fallout 
in  an  ill  time  for  myfeif ;  yet  becaufe  I  hope  in 
God  this  noble  adventure  will  make  your  Lordfhip  a 
rich  return  in  honour,  abroad  and  at  home,  and 
chiefly  in  the  ineilimable  treafure  of  the  love  and 
trufl  of  that  thrice-excellent  Prince  •,  I  confefs  I  am 
fo  glad  of  it,  as  I  could  not  abftain  from  your  Lord- 
fliip's trouble  in  feeing  it  exprefled  by  thefe  few 
and  hafty  lines. 

I  befeech  your  Lordfhip,  of  your  noblenefs  vouch- 
fafe  to  prefent  my  moft  humble  duty  to  his  Highnefs, 
who,  I  hope,  ere  long  will  make  me  leave  King 
Henry  the  Eighth,  and  fet  me  on  work  in  relation  of 
Jiis  Highnefs's  adventures. 

I  very  humbly  kifs  your  Lordfhip's  hands,  refting 
ever 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

February  21,  1622. 

CfJ  in  Spain. 


Tt 
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To  tka  Marquis  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  c  h  a  m. 

Excellent  Lord, 

PON  the   repair   of  my   Lord  of    Rochford 


u 


unto  your  Lordihip,  whom  I  have  ever  known 
io  faft  and  true  a  friend  and  fervant  unto  you  ;  and 
who  knows  like  wife  fo  much  of  my  mind  and  afredion 
towards  your  Lordfhip,  I  could  not  but  kifs  your 
Lordlhip's  hands,  by  the  duty  of  thefe  few  lines. 

My  Lord,  I  hope  in  God,  that  this  your  noble 
«idventure  Vv-ill  make  you  a  rich  return,  efpecially  in 
the  incftimable  treafure  of  the  love  and  truft  of  that 
thrice-excellent  Prince.  And  although  to  a  man,  that 
loves  your  Lordfhip  fo  dearly,  as  1  do,  and  knows 
Ibmewhat  of  the  world,  it  cannot  be,  but  that  in  my 
thoughts  there  fhould  arife  many  fears,  or  fliadows 
of  fears,  concerning  fo  rare  an  accident ;  yet  never- 
thelefs,  I  believe  v/ell,  that  this  your  Lordlhip's  ab- 
lence  will  rather  be  a  glafs  unto  you,  to  fhew  you 
many  things,  whereof  you  may  make  ufe  hereafter, 
than  otherv/ife  any  hurt  or  hazard  to  your  fortunes, 
which  God  grant.  For  myfelf,  I  am  but  a  man  de- 
Iblatc  till  your  return,  and  have  taken  a  courfe  ac-? 
cordingly.  Vouchfafe,  of  your  noblenefs,  to  re- 
member my  moft  humble  duty  to  his  Highnefs, 
And  fo  God,  and  his  holy  angels,  guard  you,  both 
going  and  coming. 

Indorfed,  March  lo,  1622. 


Io 
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To  Sir  Francis   Cottington,    Secretary  to  the 

Fri'fice, 

Good  Mr.  Secretary, 

THOUGH   I   wrote   fo   lately  unto   you,    by 
my  Lord  Rochford  j  yet,  upon  the  going  of 
my  Lord  Vaughan  (g)^    the   Prince's   worthy  and 
trufty  fervant,  and  my  approved  frrend,   and  your 
fo  near  ally,  I  could  not  but  put  this  letter  into  his^ 
hand,    commending  myfelf  and  my  fortunes  unta; 
you.     You  know  the  difference  of  obliging  men  in" 
profperity  and  adverfity,  as  much  as  the  fowing  upon 
a  pavement  and  upon  a  furrow  new  made.     Myfelf 
for  quiet,  and  the  better  to  hold  out,  am  retired  to; 
Grey's  Inn  {h) :  for  when  my  chief  friends  were  gone" 
fo  far  off,  it  was  time  for  mie  to  go  to  a  cell,     God 
fend  us  a  good  return  of  you  all. 
,1  ever  reft  &c. 

My  humble  fervice  to  my  Lord  Marquis,-  to  whorrv 
I  have  written  twice.  I  would  not  cloy  him.  My 
fervice  alfo  to  the  Count  Gondomar,  and  Lord  of 
Briftol. 

Indorfed, 
^0  Mr,  Secretary^  Sir  Francis  Cottington^  March  22, 

1622, 

(g)  He  was  fon  and  heir  of  Walter  Vaughan,  of  Golden 
Grove,  in  Cacrmarthc-uuiire,  Efq;  and  was  created  Lord  Vaughan 
in  the  year  162c.  The  Lord  St.  Alban,  after  he  was  delivered 
from  his  confinenient  in  ihe  Tower,  was  permitted  to  flay  at  Sir 
John  Vaughan's  houfe  at  Parfon's  Green,  near  Fulham. 

{h)  In  a  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Chaniberlain  to  S'r  Dudley  Caile-. 
ton,  dated  at  London,  March  S,  i62|,  15  the  following  pailage: 
**  TJie  Lord  of  St.  Alban  is  in  his  old  remittee,  and  came  to 
*'  lie  in  his  old  lodgings  at  Grey's  Inn  :  which  is  the  fulfilling. 
**  of  a  prophecy  of  one  Locke,  a  familiar  of  his',  of- thefame 
**  houfe,  that  Kznew  him  hitus  et  in  cute  ;  who,  feeing  him  go 
**  thence  in  pomp,  with  the  great  feal  before  him,  faid  to  div^- 

''  of  his  friendi,  'ivr  JhaU  livi  :,  L^ve  ihi  Ur:  a^a^:\ - 

^7* 
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To  the  Kino. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majeily, 

OW  that  my  friend  is  abfent  (for  fo  1  may  call 


him  ftill,  fmce  your  Majefty,  when  I  waited 
on  you,  told  me,  that  fortune  made  no  difference) 
your  Majefty  remaineth  to  me  King,  and  mafter, 
and  friend,  and  all.  Your  Beadfman  therefore  ad- 
dreiTeth  himfelf  to  your  Majefty  for  a  cell  to  retire 
into.  The  particular  I  have  exprefled  to  my  very 
friend,  Mr.  Secretary  Conway.  This  help,  which 
cofts  your  Majefty  nothing,  may  referve  me  to  do 
your  Majefty  fervice,  without  being  chargeable  unto 
you :  for  I  will  never  deny,  but  my  defire  to  ferve 
your  Majefty  is  of  the  nature  of  the  heart,  that  will 
be  idtimum  moriens  with  me. 

God  preferve  your  Majefty,  and  fend  you  a  good 
return  of  the  treafure  abroad,  which  pafleth  all  In- 
dian fleets. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble 

and  devoted  fervant, 
March  25,  1623. 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 
Indorfed, 

To  the  King  touching  the  provojljhip  of  Eton  (/). 

To   Mi\    Secretary   Cox  way. 

Good  Mr.  Secretary, 

WHEN  you  did  n\t  the  honour  and  favour  to 
vifit  me,  you  did  not  only  in  general  terms 
exprefs  your  love  unto  m.e,  but,  as  a  real  friend^ 

(/)  Mr.  Thomas  Murray,  the  Provoft  of  that  college,  having 
been  cut  for  the  itone,  died  April  1,   1623. 

afked 
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aflved  me,  whether  I  had  any  particular  occafion, 
wherein  I  might  make  ufe  of  you  ?  At  that  time  I 
had  none  :  now  there  is  one  fallen.  It  is,  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Murray,  Provoft  of  Eton  (whom  I  love  very 
well)  is  like  to  die.  It  were  a  pretty  cell  for  my  for- 
tune. The  college  arid  fchool,  I  do  not  doubt,  but 
I  iliall  make  to  fiouriih.  His  Majefty,  when  I 
waited  on  him,  took  notice  of  my  wants,  and  faid 
to  m.e,  that,  as  he  was  a  King,  he  would  have  care  of 
me.  This  is  a  thing  fomebody  v/ould  have;  and 
cods  his  Majefly  nothing.  I  have  written  two  or 
three  words  to  his  Majefty,  which  I  would  pray  you 
to  deliver.  I  have  not  exprefied  this  particular  to  hh 
Majefty,  but  referred  it  to  your  relation.  My  moft 
noble  friend,  the  Marquis,  is  now  abfent.  Next  to 
him  I  could  not  think  of  a  better  addrefs  than  to  your- 
felf,  as  one  likeft  to  put  on  his  afFedtion.     I  reft 

Your  Honour's  very  affedtionate  frieud^ 

Grey's  Inn,  the  25th 

of  March,   1623.  Fr.   St.   AlEAN  (,^), 

{k)  To  this  letter  Secretary  Conway  wrote  an  anfwer,  ac- 
quainting  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Alban,  that  the  King  could  not 
value  his  Lordihip  To  little,  or  conceive,  that  he  limited  hi.n 
defires  To  low;  in  which,  however,  he  Ihould  have  been  grati- 
fied, had  not  the  King  been  engaged,  by  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, for  Sir  Wijliam  Becher,  his  agent  in  France.  .  Sqq  Account 
of  the  Life  cf  the  Lord  Bacon,  p.  XX vi,  prefixed  to  the  edition  of 
his  Letters,  Memoirs,  i^c.  by  Robert  Stephens,  Efq.  The  Duke 
of  Buckingham  himfelf  likewife,  after  his  return  from  Spain, 
in  a  letter  to  thj  Lcrd  Vifcount  St.  Alban,  dated  at  Hinchin- 
brook.  Oftober  27,  1623,  exDreffes  his  concern,  that  he  could 
do  his  Lordfhip  no  fervice  in  that  affair,  "  hnving  engaged 
"  myfelF,  fays  he,  to  Sir  William  Becher,  before  my  going  iato 
**  Spain  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  free  my  felf,  unlefs  there  were  mean;, 
**  to  give  him  Iktisfadion." 


1# 
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To  Count  G o  N  D  o M AR,  then  in  Spabu 

IlluftrifTime  Comes, 

MULT  A  funt,  quas  mihi  animos  addunt,  c? 
quandam  alacritatem  conciliant,  ut  Domina- 
tionem  tuam  illuilx^ifTimam  hoc  tempore  de  meis  for- 
tunis  compcllam  eC  deprecer.  Primum^  idque  vel 
maximum,  quod  cum  tarn  ar(5ta  regum  noftrorum 
conjundio  jam  habeatur  pro  tranfada,  inde  et  tii 
faftus  fis  interceflbr  tanto  potentior ;  et  mihi  nullus 
jam  fubfit  fcrupulus  univerfas  fortunas  meas  viro  tan- 
to,  licet  extero,  debendi  et  acceptas  referendi.  Secun- 
dum, quod  cum  ea,  quas  Dominatio  tua  illuftrifTima 
de  me  promifTo  tenus  prai^fens  impetraveras,  neque 
ullam  repulfam  pafla  ftnt,  neque  tamen  ad  exitum 
perducla  •,  videatur  hoc  innuere  providentia  divina, 
ut  hoc  opus  me  a  calamitate  eximendi  plane  tuum  fit 
initio  et  fine.  Tertium,  quoJ  llell^  dus,  quse 
mihi  Temper  fuerunt  propitias,  major  et  minor,  jam 
fplendent  in  urbe  veftra,  unde  per  radios  auxiliares 
et  benignos  amoris  erga  me  tui  eum  pofTmt  nancifci 
influxum,  qui  me  in  aliquo  non  indigno  priore  for- 
tuna  gradu  coUocet.  Quartum,  quod  perlpexi  ex 
literis,  quas  ad  amicum  meum  intimum  Dominum 
Tobium  Matth^eum  nuper  fcripfifli,  memoriam  mei 
apud  te  vivere  et  vigere,  neque  tanta  negotiorum  ar- 
duorum  etfublimium  mole,  quanraDom.  tu^  incum- 
bit,  obrutam  efle  aut  extindam.  Poilremum  acci- 
dit  et  illud,  quod  poflquam  ex  favore  excellent.  Do- 
mini Marchionis  ad  Regis  mci  confpe6him  et  collo- 
quium admiflus  fuerim,  videar  mihi  in  flatu  gratise 
coUocatus.  Non  me  allocutus  eft  Rex  ut  criminofum, 
ied  ut  hominem  tempeftate  dcjedlum  ;  et  fimul  con- 
ilantem  meum  et  perpetuum  in  fermone  fuo  induftriir 
et  integritatis  tenorem  prolixe  agnovit,  cum  infigni, 
ut  videbatur,    afFeftu  :    undc  major  mihi  oboritur 
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fpes,  manente  ejus  erga  me  gratia,  et  extindla  omni 
ex  diuturnirate  invidia,  labores  illuftr.  Domin.  tu^ 
pro  me  non  incairum  fore.  Ipfe  interim  nee  otio  me 
dcdi,  nee  rebus  me  importune  immilcui,  led  in  iis 
vivo,  et  ca  tracfto,  qu^e  nee  priores,  quos  gelTi,  ho- 
nores  dedeceant,  et  pofteris  memoriam  nominis  mei 
haud  ingratam  fortafle  relinqucnt.  Itaque  fpero  me 
non  indignam  fo^e  materiam,  in  qua  ec  potentlie  er 
amicitice  tu^  vis  elueefcat  ct  eelebrecur-,  ut  non  non 
minus  in  pnvata  hominis  fortuna  poruifTe  videaris, 
quam  in  negotiis  publicis.  Deus  iliuimil  Domina- 
tionem  tuam  in^olumem  fervet  et  felicitate  cumuler^ 

Indorfed, 

My  Lord  St,   JIban's  Jirft  letter  to  Gcndonmr^    into 

Spain^  March  28   1623. 

To  the  Marquis  ^/  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  H  a  m,  ;;;  Spain, 

Excellent  Lord^ 

FINDING  fo  tnifty  a  mefTenger  as  Sir  John  Ep- 
lley,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  put  thefe  few  lines 
into  his  hands.  I  thank  God,  that  thofe  fhadows, 
which  either  mine  own  melancholy^  or  my  exL*-eme 
love  to  your  Lordlhip,  did  put  into  my  mind  concern- 
ing this  voyage  of  the  Prince  and' your  Lordfhip, 
rather  vanifh  and  dimxinifh,  than  otherwife.  The 
grofs  fear  is  paft  of  the  palTage  of  France.  I  think 
you  had  the  ring,  which  they  write  of,  that,  when 
the  feal  was  turned  to  the  palm  of  the  hand,  made 
men  go  invifible.  Neither  do  I  hear  of  any  novelty 
here  worth  the  cfteeminor. 

There  is  a  general  opinion  here,  that  your  Lord- 
ihip  is  like  er.ough  to  return,  and  go  again,  before 
the  Prince  come  :  which  opinion,  whether  the  bufi- 
nefs  lead  you  to  do  fo,  or  no,  doth  no  hurt ;  for  it 
keeps  men  in  awe» 

Z  I  find. 
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I  find,  I  thank  God,  fome  glimmering  of  the 
King's  favour,  which  your  Lordihip's  noble  work  of 
my  accefs,  no  doubt,  did  chiefly  cherifh.  I  am  much 
bound  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway.  It  is  wholly  for 
your  Lordfhip's  fake  •,  for  I  had  no  acquaintance  with 
him  in  the  world.  By  that  I  fee  of  him^  he  i5  a  man 
fit  to  ferve  a  great  King,  and  fit  to  be  a  friend  and 
fervant  to  your  Lordlhip.  Good  my  Lord,  write 
two  or  three  words  to  him,  both  of  thanks,  and  a 
general  recommendation  of  me  unto  him. 

Vouchfafe,  of  your  noblenefs,  to  prefeat  my  moft 
humble  duty  to  his  Highnefs.     We  hear  he  is  frelh 
in  his  perfon,  and  becomes  this  brave  journey  id  all 
things.     God  provide  all  things  for  the  beft. 
I  ever  reft  &c. 

Indorfed,   Afarcb  30,   1623. 


To  Mr,  Secretary  Conwat. 

Good  Mr.  Secretar}', 

I  AM  much  comforted  by  your  laft  letter,  where- 
in I  find,  that  his  Majefty,  of  his  mere  grace 
and  goodnels,  vouchfafeth  to  have  a  care  of  me,  a 
man  out  of  fight,  out  of  ufe  •,  but  yet  his,  as  the 
Scripture  faith,  God  knows  thofe,  that  are  his.  In 
particular,  I  am  very  much  bound  to  his  Majefty 
(and  I  pray  you.  Sir,  thank  his  Majefty  moft  humbly 
for  it,)  that,  notwithftanding  the  form.er  defignment 
of  Sk  William  Becher  (l)^  his  Majefty  (as  you  write) 

is 

(I)  Sir  \VHliam  had  not,  however,  that  poU  ;  but,  in  lieu  of 
it,  the  promire  of  2500 1,  upon  the  tall  of  the  firil  of  the  fix 
clerks  places,  and  was  permitted  to  keep  his  clcrkfiiip  of  the 
council.  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  Dudley  Carle- 
ton,  dated  at  London,  July  24,  1624.  The  provoilihip  was 
^iven  to  Sir  Heiiry  WottOiH  who  was  irilituted  into  it  the  26th 
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is  not  out  of  hope,  in  due  time,  to  accommodate  me 
of  this  cell,  and  to  fatisfy  him  otherwife.  Many- 
conditions,  no  doubt,  may  be  as  contenting  to  that 
gentleman,  and  his  years  may  expe6l  them.  But 
there  will  hardly  fall,  efpecially  in  the  fpent  hour- 
glafs  of  my  life,  any  thing  fo  fit  for  me,  being  a 
retreat  to  a  place  of  ftudy  fo  near  London,  and  where 
(if  I  fell  my  houfe  at  Gorhambury,  as  I  purpofe  to 
do,  to  put  m.yfeif  in  fome  convenient  plenty)  I  may 
be  accommodate  of  a  dwelling  for  fum.mer  time. 
And  therefore,  good  Mr.  Secretar}%  further  this  his 
Majefly's  good  intention,  by  ail  means,  if  the  place 
fall! 

For  yourfelf,  you  have  obliged  me  much.  I  will 
endeavour  to  deferve  it:  at  leaft  your  noblenefs  is 
never  loft ;  and  my  noble  friend,  the  Marquis,  I 
know,  will  thank  you  for  it. 

I  was  looking  of  fome  fhort  papers  of  mine  touch- 
ing ufury  (?;;),  to  grind  the  teeth  of  it,  and  yet  make 
it  grind  to  his  Majefty's  mill  m  good  fort,  without 
dilcontentment,  or  perturbation.  If  you  think  good, 
I  will  fend  it  to  his  Majefty,  as  the  fruit  of  my  lei- 
fure.  But  yet  I  would  not  have  it  come  from  me, 
not  for  any  tendernefs  in  the  thing,  but  becaufe  I 
know,  in  courts  of  Princes,  it  is  ufual,  non  reSy  fed 
difplicet  aiiilor.     God  keep  your  Honour  &c. 

Indorfed, 

^0  Mr,  Secretary  Conway^   touching  the  ProvoJlJJjtp  of 

EtG7i^  March  31,    1623. 

of  that  month,  having  purchafed  it  by  a  furrender  of  a  grant  of 
the  reveriion  of  the  Maiter{hip  of  the  Rolls,  and  of  another  oince, 
which  was  fit  to  be  turned  into  prefent  money,  which  he  then, 
and  afterwards,  much  wanted  [Life  of  him.  by  Mr.  Ifaac  Walton :] 
for  when  he  went  to  the  eleftion  at  Eton,  foon  after  his  being 
made  Provofl,  he  was  fo  ill  provided,  that  the  Fellows  of  the 
College  were  obliged  to  furnifh  his  bare  walls,  and  whatever 
elfe  was  wanting.  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Aug»7,  1624. 
(m)  In  his  works  is  publiihed,  A  Draught  cf  an  ad  againfi  an 
u/urious  Shift  cf  Qain^  in  M-wring  of  CcmmoditieSt  injjead  of  Moves* 

Z  2  i% 
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^0  .  Count   G  O  N  D  O  M  A  R. 

IlluflrifUme  Comes, 

PRIMO  loco,  ut  debeo,  gratulor  Dominationt 
ru^  illuilriffimse  novum  honoris  tui  gradum  per 
fe  fublimem,  led  ex  causa,  propter  quam  evedus 
cs,  haud  parum  nobilitatum,  Profeclio  Dom.  Tobias- 
Matthsei,  qui  mihi  eft  tanquam  alter  ego,  ut  Domi- 
natio  tua  illuftrifTima  optime  novit,  in  illas  partes, 
memoriam  rn^ihi  renovat  eximii  tui  erga  me  favoris, 
cum  me  pluries,  paulo  ante  difceflum  tuum,  in  cam- 
pis,  in  urbe  vifitares,  et  prolixe  de  voluntate  tua  erga 
fortunas  meas  pollicereris.  Quinetiam  tarn  apud  re- 
gem  meum  quam  apud  Marchionem  de  illis  fedulo 
ageres,  ut  etiam  promififum  ab  illis  de  pcftulatis  meis 
obtinueris.  Quod  fi  illo  tempore  quis  mihi  genius 
aut  vates  in  aurem  infufurraflet  et  dixifiet,  Mitte  ifta 
in  prcefens.  Britannia  eil  regio  paulo  frigidior  :  dif- 
ferrem  donee  Princeps  Gallic  et  MarchioBuckingha- 
mi^  et  Comes  de  Gondomar  conveniunt  in  Hifpania, 
ubi  hujufmodi  frudus  clementius  maturefcant :  quir^ 
et  viderit  idem  Dom.  Tob.  Matth^um,  qui  illic, 
quemadmodum  nunc,  inllabit,  et  negotium  promo- 
vebit :  fcilicet  rififiem,  led  fidem  prorfus  non  adhi- 
buiflem.  Quare,  iliuftrifTime  Comes,  cum  talia  mi- 
racula  edideris  in  fortuna  publica,  etiam  in  fortuna 
amici  et  fervi  tui  privata  eniteat  virtus  tua.  Miracu- 
lum  enim  potenti^  et  fidei  proles  eft.  Tu  poten- 
tiam  habes;  ego  fide  abundo,  fi  modo  digna  fit  res, 
ad  quam  Dcminatio  tua  illuftriflima  manum  faluta- 
rem  porrigat.     Id  tempus  optime  demonftrabit. 

Cum  nuper  ad  Dominationem  tuam  illuftriffimam 
fcrlpferim,  co  brevior  fio.  Hoc  tantum  a  te  peto,  ut 
etiam  inter  negotia,  quas  feliciter  adminiftras,  con- 
fuetam  digneris  Dom.  Matthjeo  libertatem  proponendi 
et  confulendi  apud  te  ea,  quas  in  rem  meam  fore  vi^- 
d^bimus.  ^  Deus 
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Deus  illuftriffimam  tuam  Dominationem  fervet  in- 
columem,  ut  enixe  optat  &c. 

To  the  Earl  of  B  r  i  s  t  o  l^  Amlajjador  in  Spain, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THOUGH  I  have  written  to  your  Lordlliip 
lately,  yet  I  could  not  omit  to  put  a  letter  into 
fo  good  a  hand  as  Mr.  Matthew's,  being  one,  that 
hath  often  made  known  unto  me,  how  much  I  am 
beholden  toyour  Lordfhip  •,  and  knoweth  likewife  in 
what  eflimation  I  have  ever  had  your  Lordfhip,  not 
according  to  your  fortunes,  but  according  to  your 
inward  value.  Therefore,  not  to  hold  your  Lord- 
fhip in  this  time  of  fo  great  bufmefs,  and  where  I 
have  fo  good  a  mean  as  Mr.  Matthew,  who,  if  there 
be  any  thing  that  concerns  my  fortune,  can  better 
exprefs  it  than  myfelf,  I  humbly  commend  myfelf, 
and  my  fervice  to  your  Lordfhip,  refting  &c. 


To  ^/VFnANCis   CoTTiNGTON,    Secretary  t9 
the  Fkii^  c  E, 

Good  Mr.  Secretary, 

THOUGH  I  think  I  have  cloyed  you  with 
letters,  yet  had  I  written  a  thoufand  before,  I 
muft  add  one  more  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Matthew, 
being  as  true  a  friend,  as  any  you  or  I  have  ;  and  one, 
that  made  me  io  happy,  as  to  have  the  afTurance  of 
Qur  friendfhip  ;  which,  if  there  be  any  ftirring  for 
my  good,  I  pray  practife  in  fo  good  a  conjunftion  as. 
his.     I  ever  red  &:c. 


Z3  r. 
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To  Mr.  ToBiE  Matthew. 


Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

BECAUSE  Mr.  Clarke  is  the  firfl,  that  hath 
oeen  fent  fince  your  departure,  who  gave  me 
alfo  the  comfortaole  news,  that  he  met  you  well,  I 
could  MOt  but  vift  you  with  my  letters,  who  have  fo 
often  vifited  mc  with  your  kind  conferences. 

My  health,  I  thank  God,  is  better  than  when  you 
left  me  -,  and,  to  my  thinking,  better  than  before 
my  laft  ficknefs.  This  is  all  I  need  to  write  of  my- 
felf  to  fuch  a  triend. 

We  hope  well,  and  it  is  generally  rather  fpoken, 
than  believed,  that  his  Highnefs  will  return  very 
fpeedily.  But  they  be  not  the  beft  pieces  in  paint- 
ing, that  are  daihed  out  in  hafte.  I  hope,  if  any 
thing  want  in  the  fpeed  of  time,  it  will  be  compenfed 
in  the  fruit  of  time,  that  all  may  fort  to  the  beft. 

I  have  written  a  few  words,  of  duty  and  refpedt 
only,  to  m.y  Lord  Marquis,  and  Mr.  Secretary.  I 
pray  you  ki'fs  the  Count  of  Gondomar's  hand. 

God  keep  you. 

Your  moft  affedionate  and  afTured  friend. 

May  Zx  1623. 

Fr.  St.  AtBA^^ 


To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

1  WRITE  now  only  to  congratulate  with  jour  Grace 
your  new  honour  {'d) ;    which  becaufe  I  reckon 
to  be  no  great  matter  to  your  fortune  (though  you 

(7)  the  title  of  Duke,  conferred  on  him  May  18,  1623. 

arc 
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are  the  Hrft  Englilh  Duke,  that  hath  been  created 
fince  I  was  born)  my  compliment  {hall  be  the  fhorter. 
So  having  turned  almoft  rny  hopes  of  your  Grace*s 
return,  by  July,  into  wiilies,  and  not  to  them  nei- 
ther, if  it  Ihodd  be  any  hazard  to  your  health,  I 
reft  &c. 

Vouchfafe,  of  your  noblenefs,  to  prefent  my  moft 
humble  duty  to  his  Highnefs.  Summer  is  a  thirfty 
time  ;  and  fure  I  am,  I  Ihall  infinitely  thirft  to  fee  hU 
Highnefs's  and  your  Grace's  return. 


Duke  d?/ Buckingham  to  the  Lord  VifcouniSr^ 
Alb  AN* 

My  good  Lord, 

I -HAVE  received  your  hearty  congratulation  for 
the  great  honour,  and  gracious  favour,  which  his 
Majefty  hath  done  m.e :  and  I  do  well  believe,  that 
no  man  is  more  glad  of  it  than  yourfelf, 

Tobie  Matthew  is  here  ;  but  what  with  the  jour- 
ney, and  what  with  the  afflidion  he  endures,  to  find, 
as  he  fays,  that  reafon  prevails  nothing  with  thele 
people,  he  is  grown  extreme  lean,  and  looks  as  fharp 
as  an  eyas  {o).  Only  he  comforts  himfeif  with  a  con- 
ceit, that  he  is  now  gotten  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water,  where  the  fame  reafon,  that  is  valuable  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  is  of  no  validity  here  ;  but 
rather  fomething  elfe,  which  yet  he  hath  not  found 

out. 

I  have  let  his  Highnefs  fee  the  good  exprefiions  of 
your  Lordihip's  care,  and  faithful  aftedion  to  his 
perfon-,  and  Ihall  ever  be  ready  to  do  you,  in  ail 
things,  the  bed  ier\^ice,  that  I  can. 

io)  AyouBg  havyk,  juft  taken  out  of  the  neft. 

Z  4.  So 
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So  wifliing   your   Lordfhip   much   happinefs,    I 
reft     " 

your  Lordfliip's  faithful  friend, 

and  humble  fervant, 

Madrid,  this  29th  of 
May,  1623,/.  njet.  G.    ByCKIJTGHAM, 


fo  the  Duke  9/  Buckingham,  in  Spain, 

Excellent  Lord, 

IHU  IN;  BLY  thank  your  Grace  for  your  letter  of 
..    the  29th  of  May  •,  and  that  your  Grace  doth  be- 
lieve, that  no  man  is  gladder  of  the  incrcafe  of  your 
honour  and  fortune,  than  I  am  •,    as,  on  the  other 
part,  no  man  fhould  be  more  forry,   if  it  fhould  in 
the  lead  degree  decline,  nor  m.ore  careful,  if  it  friould 
fo  much  as  labour.     But  of  the  firft,  I  fpeak  as  of 
a  thing,  that  is  :  but  for  the  two  latter,  it  is  but  a 
cafe  put,  which  I  hope  I  iliali  never  fee.     And,  to  be 
plain  with  your  Grace,  I  am  not  a  little  com.forted 
to  obferve,  that,  although  in  common  fenfe  and  ex- 
perience,   a  m.an  would  have  doubted,    that  fome 
things  might  have  forted  to  your  prejudice  ;  yet  in 
particulars  we  find  nothing  of  it.     For  a  man  might 
realbnably  have  feared,  that  abfence  and  difcontinu- 
ance  might  have  lefiened  his  Majefty's  favour  :  no 
fuch  thing  has  followed.     So  likewife,  that  any,  that 
might  not  wifh  you  well,  fhould  have  been  bolder 
with  you.     But  all  is  continued  in  good  compafs.. 
Again,  who  rnight  not  have  feared,  that  your  Grace 
being  there  to  manage,  in  great  parr,  the  moft  im- 
portant buiinefs  of  Europe,  fo  far  from  the  King, 
and  not  ftrengthened  with  advice  there,  except  that 
of  the  Prince  himfelf,  and  thus  to  deal  with  fo  po- 
litic a  ilate  as  Spain,  you  fhould  be  able  to  go  through 
as  you  do  ?  and  yet  nothing,  as  we  hear,    but  for 

youf 
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your  honour,  and  that  you  do  your  part.  Surely, 
my  Lord,  though  your  virtues  be  great,  yet  thefe 
things  could  not  be,  but  that  the  biefTing  of  God, 
which  is  over  the  King  and  the  Prince,  doth  likewife 
defcend  upon  you  as  a  faithful  fervant  ^  and  you  are 
the  more  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  it. 

I  humbly  thank  your  Grace,  that  you  make  m.e 
live  in  his  Highnefs's  remembrance,  whom  I  fhall 
ever  bear  an  heart  to  honour  and  ferve.  And  I  much 
joy  to  hear  of  the  great  and  fair  reputation,  which  at 
all  hands  are  given  him. 

For  Mr.  Matthew,  I  hope  by  this  time  he  hath 
gathered  up  his  crumbs  •,  which  importeth  much,  I 
afllire  your  Grace,  if  his  cure  muft  be,  either  by 
finding  better  reafon  on  that  fide  the  line,  or  by  dif- 
covering,  what  is  the  motion,  that  moveth  the 
wheels,  that,  if  reafon  do  not,  we  muft  all  pray  for 
his  being  in  good  point.  But  in  truth,  my  Lord,  I 
am  glad  he  is  there  •,  for  I  know  his  virtues,  and 
particularly  his  devotion  to  your  Lordfhip. 

God  return  his  Highnefs,  and  your  Grace,  unto 
us  fafe  and  found,  and  according  to  your  heart's 
defires. 


ir<?  Mr,  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  loth  of 
June  C/»y,  and  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  you  are 
in  fo  good  health.  For  that,  which  may  concern 
myfeif  I  neither  doubt  of  your  judgement  in  choof- 
ing  the  fitteft  time,  nor  of  your  afxeclion  in  taking 
the  firft  time  you  fhall  find  fit.  For  the  public  bufi- 
nefs,  I  will  not  turn  my  hopes  into  wifhes  yet,  fince 
ypu  write  as  you  do^  and  I  am  very  glad  you  arc 

W  N.  S, 

there, 
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there,  and,  as  I  guefs,  you  went  in  good  time  to 

his  Lordfhip. 

For  your  adion  of  the  cafe,  it  will  fall  to  the 
ground  -,  for  I  have  not  heard  from  the  Duke,  nei- 
ther by  letter,  nor  meifage,  at  this  time. 

God  keep  you.     I  reft  always 

Your  mofl  affeclionate  and  faithful  fervant. 

Grey's  Inn,  17th  of 

June,  162,3.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

Idohear,  from  Sir  Robert  Ker  and  others,  how 
much  beholden  I  am  to  you. 


To  2^.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

IT  H  AN  K  you  for  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  June, 
and  commend  myfeif  unto  your  friendfhip,know- 
ing  your  word  is  good  affurance,  and  thinking  I  can- 
not wifli  myfeif  a  better  wilh,  than  that  your  power 
may  grow  to  your  will. 

Since  you  lay  the  Prince  hath  not  forgot  his  com- 
mandment, touching  my  Hiftory  of  Henry  VIII, 
I  may  not  forget  my  duty.  But  I  find  Sir  Robert 
Cotton,  who  poured  forth  what  he  had,  in  my  other 
work,  fomewhat  dainty  of  his  materials  in  this. 

It  is  true,  my  labours  are  now  moft  fet  to  have 
thofe  works,  which  I  had  formerly  publifhed,  as  that 
of  Adva'ficemcnt  of  Learnings  that  of  Henry  Vlh  that 
of  the  EJjays^  being  retractate,  and  made  more  per- 
fecl",  well  tranflated  into  Latin  by  the  help  of  fome 
good  pens,  which  forfake  me  not.  For  thefe  mo- 
dern languages  will,  at  one  time- or  other,  play  the 
bankrupts  with  books  :  and  fmce  I  have  loft  much 
time  with  this  age,  I  v^ould  be  glad,  as  God  fnall 
give  me  leave,  to  recover  it  with  pofterity- 
^j  2  For 
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For  the  eflay  of  friendfliip,  while  I  took  your  fpeech 
of  it  for  a  curfory  requefl,  I  took  my  promife  for  a 
compliment.  But  fince  you  call  for  it,  I  fiiall  per- 
form it  {q). 

I  am  much  beholden  to  Mr.  Gage  for  many  ex- 
preflions  of  his  love  to  me ;  and  his  company,  in  it- 
felf  very  acceptable,  is  the  more  pleafmg  to  me, 
becaufe  it  retaineth  the  memory  of  yourfelf 

This  letter  of  yours,  of  the  26th,  lay  not  fo  long 
by  you,  but  it  hath  been  as  fpeedily  anfwered  by  me, 
fo  as  with  Sir  Francis  Cottington  I  have  had  no 
fpeech  fmce  the  receit  of  it.  Your  former  letters, 
which  I  received  from  Mr.  Griefley,  I  had  anfwered 
before,  and  put  my  letter  into  a  good  hand. 

For  the  great  bufinefs,  God  condu6l  it  well.  Mine 
own  fortune  hath  taught  me  expectation. 

God  keep  you. 

Indorfed,  To  Mr,  Matthew^  into  Spain. 


^0  Mr.  ToBiE  Matthew, 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  fent  by  my  Lord  of 
Andover  •,  and,  as  I  acknowledged  your  care,  fo 
I  cannot  fit  it  with  any  thing,  that  I  can  think  on  for 
myfelf ;  for  fince  Gondomar,  who  was  my  voluntary 
friend,  is  in  no  credit,  neither  with  the  Prince,  nor 
with  the  Duke,  I  do  not  fee  what  may  be  done  for 
me  there  ;  except  that,  which  Gondomar  hath  loil, 
you  have  found;  and  then  I  am  fure  my  cafe  is 
amended  :  fo,  as  with  a  great  deal  of  confidence,  I 
comm-end  myfelf  to  you,  hoping,  that  you  will  do 
what  in  you  lieth,  to  prepare  the  Prince  and  Duke  to 

(^)  Among  Kis  .^^'^,  poblifhed  in  4to,  and  dedicated  to  the 
J)uke  "of  Bucidngh^ra,  is  one  apon  Frkndjkip, 

think 
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think  of  me,  upon  their  return.  And  if  you  havfe 
any  relation  to  the  Infanta,  I  doubt  not  but  it  fhall 
be  alfo  to  my  ufe.     God  keep  you. 

Your  mofl  afFedionate  and  aflured  friend,  &c. 


To  tht  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

THOUGH  I  have  formerly  given  your  Grace 
thanks  for  your  lafl  letter,  yet  being  much  re- 
frefhed  to  hear  things  go  fo  well,  whereby  we  hope 
to  fee  you  here  fhortly,  }«our  errand  done,  and  the 
Prince  within  the  vail ;  I  could  not  contain,  but  con- 
gratulate with  your  Lordlhip,  feeing  good  fortune, 
that  is  God's  bleffing,  ftill  follow  you.  I  hope  I  have 
ftill  place  in  your  love  and  favour  •,  which  if  1  have, 
for  other  place,  it  fhall  not  trouble  me.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Grace's  moft  obliged,  and  faithful  fervant. 

July  22,   1625. 

To  the  Duke  of  B  a  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

Excellent  Lord, 

UPON  Mr.  Clarke's  difpatch,  in  troth  I  was  ill 
in  health,  as  he  might  partly  perceive.  There- 
fore I  wrote  to  my  true  friend,  and  your  Grace's  de- 
voted fervant,  Mr.  Matthew,  to  excufe  me  to  your 
Grace  for  not  writing.  Since,  I  thank  God,  I  am 
pretty  well  recovered  -,  for  1  have  lain  at  two  wards, 
one  againft  my  difeafe,  the  other  againft  my  phyfi- 
ficians,  who  are  flrange  creatures. 

My  Lord,  it  rejoiceth  me  much,  that  I  underftand 
from  Mr.  Matthew,  that  I  live  m  youf  Grace's  re- 

mennbrance ; 
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membrance  •,  and  that  I  fhall  be  the  firft  man,  that 
you  will  think  en  upon  your  return  :  which  if  your 
Grace  perform,  I  hope  God  Almighty,  who  hath' 
hitherto  extraordinarily  bleffed  you  in  this  rocky  bu- 
finefs,  will  blefs  you  the  more  for  my  fake.  For  I 
have  had  extraordinary  tokens  of  his  divine  favour 
towards  rr^,  both  in  ficknefs  and  in  health,  profpe- 
rity  and  adverfity. 

Vouchfafe  to  prefent  m.y  mofl  humble  duty  to  his 
Highnefs,  whofe  happy  arrival  will  be  a  bright  miOrn- 
ino;  to  all.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Grace's  moft  obliged 

and  faithful  fervant. 
Grey's  Inn,  Augull  29,  t7       o       a 

1623.  FR-  St.  Alban-. 


^0  Mr.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

I  HAVE  gotten  a  little  health;  I  praife  God  for 
it.  I  have  therefore  now  written  to  his  Grace, 
that  I  formerly,  upon  Mr.  Clarke's  difpatch,  defired 
you  to  excufe  me  for  not  writing,  and  taken  know- 
ledge, that  I  have  underftood  from  you,  that  I  live 
in  his  Grace's  remembrance  ;  and  that  I  fhall  be  his 
firft  man,  that  he  will  have  care  of  upon  his  return. 
And  although  your  abfence  be  to  me  as  uncomforta- 
ble to  my  mind,  as  God  may  mjake  it  helpful  to  my 
fortunes  ;  yet  it  is  fomwhat  fupplied  by  the  love, 
freedohi,  and  often  vifitations  of  Mr.  Gage ;  fo,  as 
when  I  have  him,  I  think  I  want  you  not  altogether. 
God  keep  you. 

Your  moft  afFeflionate 

and  much  obliged  friend,  &:c* 
;  -s  Minuter 
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Minutes  of  a  Letter  to  the  Duke  <?/  B  y  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  M* 

nn HAT  I  am  exceeding  glad  his  Grace  is  come 
X  home  (r)  with  fo  fair  a  reputation  of  a  found 
proteftant,  and  fo  conflant  for  the  King's  honour  a 
errand. 

His  Grace  is  now  to  confider,  that  his  reputatioa 
will  vanifh  like  a  dream,  except  now,  upon  his  return^ 
he  do  fome  remarkable  acl  to  fix  it,  and  bind  it  in. 

They  have  a  good  wife  proverb  in  the  country, 
whence  he  cometh,  taken  I  think  from  a  gentlewoman's 
fampler,  ^/  en  no  da  niido^  pierdo  punto^  "  he,  that 
"  tieth  not  a  knot  upon  his  thread,  iofeth  his  ftitch." 

Any  particular  I,  that  live  in  darknefs,  cannot 
propound.  Let  his  Grace,  who  feeth  clear,  make  his 
choice  :  but  let  fome  fuch  thing  be  done,  and  then 
this  reputation  will  flick  by  him  •,  and  his  Grace  may 
afterwards  be  at  the  better  liberty  to  take  and  leave 
off  the  future  occafions,  that  iliall  prefent 


To  the  King. 

It  may  pleat  your  moft  excellent  Majefly, 

1SEND,  in  all  humblenefs,  to  your  Majefty,  the 
poor  fruits  of  my  leifure.     This  book  (i)  was  the- 
firft  thing,  that  ever  I  prefented  to  your  Majefty  (/)> 

(r)  The  Prince  and  Duke  arrived  from  Spain  in  London^ 
October  6,    1623. 

(/)  De  /lugmentis  Scientiarum,  printed  at  London,  1623,  in  ioU 
The  preient  to  King  James  I,  is  in  the  royal  library  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  Mufeum.- 

{t)  The  t'Xvo  hooks  of  Sir  Fracas  Bacon  of  the  Proficiency  and  Ad-^ 
*vancemerit  of-  Learning^-  Di-Jint  and  ■Huma7t :  printed  at  London, 
1605,  ^'^  4^*^- 

and 
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and  it  may  be  will  be  lail.  For  I  had  thought  it 
Ihould  have  pofthtma  proles.  But  God  hath  other- 
wife  difpoied  for  a  while.  It  is  a  tranflation,  but  al- 
moil  iniarged  to  a  new  work.  I  had  good  helps  for 
the  language.  I  have  been  alfo  mine  own  inde^c  ex- 
purgatorius^  that  it  may  be  read  in  all  places.  For 
imce  my  end  of  putting  it  into  Latin  was  to  have  ic 
read  every  where,  it  had  been  an  abfurd  contradic- 
tion to  free  it  in  the  language,  and  to  pen  it  up  in 
the  matter.  Your  Majefty  will  vouchfafe  gracioully 
to  receive  thefe  poor  facrifices  of  him,  that  fhall  ever 
defire  to  do  you  honour,  while  he  breaths,  and  ful- 
filleth  the  reft  in  prayers. 

Your  Majefly's  true  beadfman, 

and  moft  humble  fervant,  &c, 

^odos  duelos  con  pdn  [on  huenos :  itaque  det  vejlra  Ma- 
jejias  obolum  Bellifario, 

To  the  Pri  Nc  e- 

It  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Highnefs, 

1SEND  your  Highnefs,  in  all  humblenefs,  my 
book  of  Advancement  of  Learnings  t  ran  flared  into 
Latin,  but  fo  iniarged,  as  it  may  go  for  a  new  Vv'ork. 
It  is  a  book,  I  think,  will  live,  and  be  a  citizen  of 
the  world,  as  Englilh  books  are  not.  For  Henry 
the  Eighth,  to  deal  truly  with  your  Highnefs,  I  did 
fo  defpair  of  my  health  this  fummer,  as  I  was  glad 
to  choofe  fome  fuch  work,  as  I  might  compafs  within 
days  •,  fo  far  was  I  from  entering  into  a  work  of 
length.  Your  Highnefs's  return  hath  been  my  re- 
ftorative.  When  I  fliall  wait  upon  your  Highnefg, 
I  fhall  give  you  a  farther  account.  So  I  moft  hum- 
bly kifs  your  Highnefs's  hands,  refting 

Your.Highnefs*s  moft  devoted  fervanr. 

I  would 
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I  would  (as  T  wrote  to  the  Duke  in  Spain)  I  could 
do  your  Highnefs's  journey  any  honour  with  my 
pen.  It  began  like  a  fable  of  the  poets  j  but  it 
deferveth  all  in  a  piece  a  worthy  narration. 


Conf.  Bug.  (*). 

My  Lord, 

MY  counfels  bear  not  h  high  an  elevation,  as 
to  have  for  their  mark  bufinefs  of  eflate.  That^ 
which  I  level  at,  is  your  {landing  and  greatneis, 
which  neverthelefs  I  hold  for  a  main  pillar  of  the 
King's  fervice. 

For  a  parliament,  I  hold  it  then  fit,  when  there 
have  pafled  fome  more  vifible  demonftrations  of  your 
power  with  the  King,  and  your  conftancy  in  the  way 
you  are  in  :  before  not. 

There  are  confiderablc,  in  this  ftate,  three  forts  of 
men  :  the  party  of  the  Papifts,  which  hate  you  ;  the 
party  of  the  Proteilants,  including  thofe  they  call  Pu- 
ritans, whofe  love  is  yet  but  green  towards  you  -,  and 
particular  great  perfons,  which  are  moft  of  them  recon- 
ciled enemies,  or  difcontented  friends :  and  you  mull 
think  there  are  a  great  many,  that  will  magnify  you,  and 
make  ufe  of  you  for  the  breaking  of  the  match,  or 
putting  the  realm  into  a  war;  which  after  will  return 
to  their  old  bias. 

For  particulars,  it  is  good  to  carry  yourfelf  fair ; 
but  neither  to  trull  too  far,  nor  to  apply  too  much^ 
but  keep  a  good  diftance,  and  to  play  your  own 
game,  (liewing  yourfelf  to  have,  as  the  bee  hath, 
both  of  the  honey,  and  of  the  fling. 

The  fpeech  now  abroad  is,  "  My  Lord  of  Buck* 
"  ingham's  head  is  full  of  thoughts :  he  hath  a  great 
"  talk  •,  either  he  mufl  break,  or  the  match  mull 

break.     He  was  wont  to  go  the  King's  ways  ♦,  but 


C( 


(*)   Conference  'with  Buckingl^m» 

"  now 
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«  now  he  goeth  crofs  his  way,  he  will  eafily  lofe  his 
''  way." 

There  is  a  point  nice  to  be  managed,  yea,  and  ten- 
der to  be  Ipoken  of,  which  is  your  carriage  between 
the  King  and  the  Prince ;  fo  that  you  may  lofe  no 
manner  of  ground  with  the  Prince;  and  yet  the  Kino- 
may  not  think  himiclf  the  more  folitary,  nor  tha't 
you  adore  too  much  the  fun-rifing.  Though  this 
you  may  fet  down,  that  the  way  to  have  trie  Kino- 
fure  unto  you  is  to  keep  great  with  the  Prince.        ^ 

Conf,  with  Bu.  December  17,  162^. 

YO  U  march  bravely  :  but  methinks  you  do  aot 
draw  up  your  troops. 

You  muft  beware  of  thefe  your  pardons.  If  we 
make  men  lefs  in  awe,  and  refped:  you,  urina  chiara 
jajico  al  medico. 

The  points  of  the  general  advice. 

If  a  war  be  proceeded  in  -,  to  treat  a  ftrait  leacrue 
with  France,  under  name  of  a  renovation  of  the  malch 
with  France.  Three  fecret  articles,  the  liberty  of  the 
German  nation,  whereof  there  is  a  frefli  precedent 
of  Henry  the  Second  of  France,  that  took  it  into 
protection  profperouHy,  and  to  the  arreil  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles's  greatnefs.  2 .  The  confervation  of  the 
liberties  of  the  Low-Countries  for  the  United  Pro^ 
vinces,  and  open  trade  into  the  Eaft  and  Weil  Indie.^. 

Offer  of  mine  own  fervice  upon  a  commiffion  into 
France. 

My  Lord  hath  againil  him  thefe  difadvantages  -, 
the  catholic  party  ;  the  Spaniard -,  the  envy  andYear 
of  particular  great  men  ;  the  nice  point  of  carrying- 
himfelf  between  the  King  and  the  Prince.  ^ 

The  knot,  which  is  to  be  tied  for  his  reputation, 
muit  either  be  advancing,  or  deprefTing  of  perfons, 
or  putting  by,  or  forwarding,  of  actions, 

A  a  C:nr\ 
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Conf,  Buc.  j«.  and  old  Jl ore,  January  2,  1623. 

THERE  is  not  an  honefter  man  in  court  than 
Montgomery  (x). 

To  have  fome  opportunity,  by  the  D/s  means,  to 
fpeak  with  the  Prince  in  prefence  of  the  Duke. 

To  think,  whether  it  be  fit  for  me  to  fpeak  with 
the  King,  and  to  feek  accefs  before  parliament  j  if 
then. 

The  offer  of  my  fervice  to  live  a  fummer,  as  upon 
mine  own  delight,  at  Paris,  to  fettle  a  faft  intelli- 
gence between  France  and  us. 

I  have  fomewhat  of  the  French  :  I  love  birds,  as 
the  King  doth,  and  have  fome  childifh  mindednefs, 
wherein  we  (hall  confent. 

To  think  of  Belfafl's  fending  over  into  Ireland. 
Thofe,  that  find  themfelves  obnoxious  to  parliament^ 
will  do  all  they  can,  that  thofe  things,  which  are 
likefl  to  diftafte  the  King,  be  firft  handled. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  as  long  as  great  men 
were  in  queftion,  as  in  my  cafe,  all  things  went  fweet- 
ly  for  the  King.  But  the  fecond  meeting,  when  no 
iuch  thing  was,  the  pack  went  higher. 

Weeding  time  is  not  yet  come.     Cott.  Car^ 
qu.  of  Car. 

The  battery  will  be  chiefly  laid  on  the  Prince's 
part,  if  they  find  any  entry. 

To  be  author  of  fome  counfel  to  the  Prince,  that 
tafteth  of  religion  and  virtue,  left  it  be  imputed,  that 
he  entertains  him  only  in  pleafures,  like  a  Pe.  Ga. 

The  things  remarkable  for  your  Grace,  to  fix  and 
bind  in  the  reputation,  which  you  have  gained, 
mull  be  cither  perfons,  or  matters. 

/.v)  Philip,  Earl  of  Montgomery,  afterwards  of  Pembroke. 

The 
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The  doubt  the  Prince  is  mollis  cera^  and  formed  di 
tdtima  imprefficn.  Therefore  good  to  have  fure  per- 
ibns  about  him,  or  at  leaft  none  dangerous. 

For  the  pardons  to  proceed,  it  is  a  tender  bufinefs. 
Firft,  whatfoever  ufeth  to  be  done  in  parliament, 
is  thanklefs.  Then  it  is  not  good  for  his  Grace, 
It  will  make  men  bolder  with  him.  Urina  chiara 
fa  fico  al  medico,  Laftly,  remove  the  envy  from 
others,  it  may  beat  upon  my  Lord  himfelf,  or  the 
King. 

Conf,  B.  January  2^  1623. 

YO  U  have  now  tied  a  knot,  as  I  wifhed  you  j 
qui  en  no  da  nudo^  pierdo  punto  (y)  ;  a  jolly  one, 
the  parliament.  Although  I  could  have  wifhed,  that 
before  a  parliament,  fome  remarkable  thing  had  been 
done,  whereby  the  world  might  have  taken  notice, 
that  you  ftand  the  fame  in  grace  and  power  with  the 
King.  But  there  is  time  enough  for  that  between 
this  and  parliament  (2).  And  befides,  the  very  pre- 
vailing for  a  parliament  Iheweth  your  power  with  the 
King. 

You  march  bravely.  Do  you  draw  up  your  troops 
fo  well  ? 

One  of  thefe  days  I  fliall  turn  my  Lord  Brooke, 
and  fay  to  you,  0  brave  Buckingham, 

I  will  commend  you  to  all  others,  and  cenfure  you 
only  to  yourfelf. 

You  bov/1  well,  if  you  do  not  horfe  the  bowl  an 
hand  too  much.  You  know  the  fine  bowler  is  knee 
almoft  to  ground  in  the  delivery  of  the  caft. 

Nay,  and  the  King  will  put  a  hook  in  the  nofti-ils 
of  Spain,  and  lay  a  foundation  of  greatnefs  here  to 

(y)  "  He  that  tieth  not  a  knot  upon  his  thread,  lofeth  his 
»*  ftitch.'' 
{z.)  It  met  February  19,  1624- 

A  a  2  his 
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his  children,  in  thefe  weft  parts.  The  call  for  me, 
it  is  book-learning.  You  know  the  King  was  wont 
to  do  me  the  honour,  as  to  fay  of  me^  de  minimis  non 
curat  lex :  if  good  for  any  thing,  for  great  volumes, 
1  cannot  thread  needles  fo  well. 

The  Chamberlain  [a) :  for  his  perfon,  not  effeflual; 
but  fome  dependances  he  hath,  which  are  drawn  with 
him.     Befides,  he  can  take  no  reputation  from  you. 

Montgomery  is  an  honeft  man,  and  a  good  ob- 
ferver.  Can  you  do  nothing  with  Naunton  (?)  ?  Who 
would  think  now,  that  I  name  Naunton  to  my  Lord 
of  Buckingham  ?  But  I  fpeak  to  you  point-blank  : 
no  crooked  end^  either  for  myfelf,  or  for  others  turn. 

The  French  treaty,  befides  alliance,  is  to  have  three 
fecret  articles :  the  one,  the  protection  of  the  liberty  of 
Germany,  and  to  avoid  from  it  all  forces  thence,  like 
to  that,  which  was  concluded  between  the  Princes  of 
Germany  and  Henry  II  (r),  the  laft  King,  except  Hen- 
ry IV,  of  value  in  France  •,  for  the  race  of  the  Valois 
were  faitneants:  and,  in  the  name  of  Germany,  to 
conclude  the  Grifons  and  Valtoline.  The  fecond,  the 
conferving  the  liberties  of  the  Low  Countries.  The 
third,  the  free  trade  into  all  parts  of  both  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies.  All  thefe  import  no  invafive  hoftility, 
but  only  the  uniting  of  the  ftates  of  Europe  againft 
the  growing  ambition  of  Spain.  Neither  do  any  of 
thefe  touch  upon  the  caufe  of  religion. 

I  am  perfuaded,  the  hinge  of  the  King's  affairs,  for 
his  fafety  and  greatnefs,  is  now  in  Spain.  I  would 
the  King  had  an  abler  inftrumcnt. 

Above  all,  you  muft  look  to  the  fafety  of  Ireland, 
both  becaufe  it  is  moft  dangerous  for  this  ftate  ^for 
the  difcafe  will  ever  fall  to  the  weakeftpart  •,)  and  be- 

{a)  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 

{h)  Sir  Robert  Naunton,  who  had  been  Secretary  of  State,  and 
was  now  M after  of  the  court  of  Wards. 

(c)  This  league  firft  arrefted  the  grcatnefs  of  the  Emperor,  and 
clpiilercd  him.     Note  of  Lord  BacQn, 

fides. 
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fides,  this  early  declaration  againfl:  Spain,  which  the 
Popiih  party  call  abrupt,  and  is  your  Grace's  work, 
may  be  thought  to  be  the  danger  of  Ireland.  It 
were  good  you  called  to  you  Beltail  (d)  and  Grandi- 
ibn  (£'),  and  afk  their  opinions,  what  is  beft  to  be 
done  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  either  by  increafing  the 
lift  of  companies,  and  by  contenting  thole,  that  are  in 
arrear,  by  paying  ;  or  by  altering  any  governor  there  ; 
or  by  having  companies  ready  muftered  and  trained 
here,  towards  the  coaft  of  Ireland  ;  or  by  having  flip- 
ping in  readinefs,  &c.  For  this  gown  commifTion,  I 
like  it  well  •,  but  it  is  but  paper-fliot  for  defence. 

If  the  Papifts  be  put  in  defpair,  it  both  endangereth 
Ireland,  and  maketh  a  greater  difficulty  in  the  treaty 
and  alliance  with  France. 

To  think  of  a  difference  to  be  put  between  the  Je- 
fuits  and  other  Priefts  and  Papifts,  as  to  reduce,  in 
ibme  moderation,  the  baniftiment  of  the  one,  though 
not  of  the  other :  but  to  remember,  that  they  were 
the  reafonableft,  as  I  take  it,  in  the  conlult ;  and  it 
may  draw  the  blow  of  an  aflaflin  againft  Bucking- 
ham. 

At  leaft,  the  going  on  with  the  parliament  hath 
gained  this,  that  the  dilcourfe  is  ceafed,  "  My  Lord 
''  of  Buckingjiam  hath  a  great  taftc.  His  head  is 
*'  full :  either  the  match  breaks,  or  his  fortune 
"  breaks.  He  has  run  his  courfes  with  the  ftream  of 
*'  the  King's  ways  ;  but  now  he  goeth  crofs-\^ay;,;he 
"  may  loon  lofe  his  own  way.'-  •  '^-^  ^ 

If  your  Grace  go  not  now  conftantly  on  for  reli- 
gion, and  round  dealing  with  Spain,  men  will  ei- 
ther think  they  were  miftaken  in  you ;  or  that  you 
are  brought  about-,  or  that  your  will  is  good,  but 
you  have  no  power. 

fcij  Arthur  Chichefter,  Earon  of  Belfaft,  who  had  been  made 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland  in  1604. 

{e)  Oli/er  St.  John,  Vifcount  Graiidifon,  in.ide  Lord  Deputy 
©fire' and  in  AugufI,   j6i6. 

A  a  3  Your 
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Your  Grace  hath  a  great  party  againft  you,  and  a 
good  roviofh  way.  The  Spaniards  hate  you  :  the  Pa- 
pifts  little  better.  In  the  opinion  of  the  people,  you 
are  green,  and  not  yet  at  a  gage.  Particulars  are» 
for  the  mOil  part,  dilcontented  friends,  or  reconciled 
enemies  :  and  that  nice  dividing  between  the  fol  orient 
and  Occident, 


To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

I  DESIRE  in  this,  which  I  now  prefume  to  write 
to  your  Grace,  to  be  underitood,  that  my  bow 
carrieth  not  fo  high,  as  to  aim  to  advife  touching 
any  of  the  great  affairs  now  on  foot,  and  fo  to  pals 
it  to  his  Majefty  through  your  hands  ;  though  it  be 
true,  that  my  good  affection  towards  his  Majclty 
and  the  Prince  and  the  public  is  that,  v/hich  will  laft 
-die  in  me  ;  and  though  I  think  alfo  his  Majefty  v/ould 
take  it  but  well,  if,  having  been  that  man  I  have 
been,  my  honeft  and  loyal  mind  fhould  fom.etimes 
feed  upon  thofe  thoughts.  But  my  level  is  no  far- 
ther, but  to  do  the  part  of  a  true  friend  in  advifmg 
yourfelf  for  your  own  greatnefs  and  fafety  ;  although, 
even  in  this  alfo,  I  alfure  myfelf  I  perform  a  good 
duty  to  the  public  fervice,  unto  which  I  reckon 
your  (landing  and  power  to  be  a  firm  and  found  pillar 
qffupport. 

Firft,  therefore,  my  Lord,  call  to  mind  oft,  and 
confider  duly,  how  infinitely  your  Grace  is  bound 
to  God  in  this  one  point,  which  I  find  to  be  a  mofl: 
rare  piece,  and  wherein,  either  of  ancient  or  late 
times,  there  are  few  examples  *,  that  is,  that  you 
are  beloved  fo  dearly,  both  by  the  King  and  the 
Prince.  You  are  not  as  a  Lerma,  or  an  Olivares, 
^nd  many  others  the  like,  who  have  infinuated  them- 
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klves  into  the  favours  of  young  Princes,  during  the 
Kings,  their  fathers,  time,  againfl  the  bent  and  in- 
cHnation  of  the  Kings  :  but  contrary-wife,  the  King 
himfelf  hath  knit  the  knot  of  truil  and  favour  between 
the  Prince  and  your  Grace,  v/herein  you  are  not  fo 
much  to  take  comfort  in  that  you  may  feem  to  have 
two  lives  in  your  own  g-reatnefs,  as  in  this,  that 
hereby  you  are  enabled  to  be  a  noble  inflrument  for 
the  fervice,  contentment,  and  heart's-eafe,  both  of 
father  and  fon.  For  where  there  is  fo  loving  and  in- 
dulgent a  father,  and  fo  refpeclive  and  obedient  a 
fon,  and  a  faithful  and  worthy  fervant,  interefled  in 
both  their  favours  upon  all  occafions,  it  cannot  be 
but  a  comfortable  houfe.  This  point  your  Grace  is 
principally  to  acknowledge  and  cherifh. 

Next,  that,  which  I  fhould  have  placed  firfl:,  fave 
that  the  laying  open  of  God^s  benefits  is  a  good  pre- 
paration to  religion  and  godlinefs,  your  Grace  is  to 
maintain  yourielf  firm  and  conftant  in  the  way  you 
have  begun  \  which  is,  in  being  and  fi-iewingyourfelf 
to  be  a  true  and  found  Proteftant.     This  is  your  foul's 
health.     This  is  that  you  ov/e  to  God  above,  for  his 
fmgular    favours :    and   this    is    that,    which   hath 
brought  you  into  the  good  opinion  and  good  will  of 
the  realm  in  general.     So  that,  as  your  cafe  differeth 
(as  I  faid)  from  the  cafe  of  other  favourites,  in  that 
you  have  both  King  and  Prince;  fo  in  this,  that  you 
have  alfo  now  the  hearts  of  the  beft  fubjedls  (for  I  do 
not  love  the  word  people^)  your  cafe  differeth  from 
your  own,  as  it  flood  before.     And  becaufe  1  would 
have  your  reputation  m  this  point  complete,  let  me 
ad  vile  you,  that  the  name  of  Puritans  in  a  Papilt's 
mouth  do  not  make  you  to  withdraw  your  favour 
from  fuch,  as  are  honefl  and  religious  men ;  lb  that 
they  be  not  fo  turbulent  and  factious  fpirits,  or  ad- 
verse to  the  government  of  the  church,  though  they 
be  traduced  by  that  name.     For  of  this  kind  is  the 
grcateft  part  of  the  body  of  the  fubjcifls ;  and  befides, 

A  a  4  (which 
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(which  is  not  to  be  forgotten)  it  is  fafeftfor  the  King 
and  his  fervice,  that  rjch  men  have  their  dependance 
upon  your  Grace,  who  are  intirely  the  King's,  ra- 
ther  than  upon  any  other  iubject:. 

For  the  Papifts,  it  is  not  unknown  to  your  Grace, 
that  you  are  not,  at  this  time,  much  in  their  books. 
But  be  you  like  yourfeif  •,  and  far  be  it  from  you, 
under  a  King  and  Prince  of  that  clemency,  to  be 
incUned  to  rigour  or  perfecution. 

But  three  things  muft  be  looked  unto  :  the  firft, 
that  they  be  fupprefled  in  any  inlblency,  which  may 
tend  either  to  diiquiet  the  civil  eftate,  or  fcandalize  our 
church  in  fa6l  \  for  otherwife,  all  their  dodrine  doth 
it  in  opinion.  The  fecond,  that  there  be  an  end,  or 
limit,  of  thofe  graces,  which  fhali  be  thought  fit  for 
them,  and  that  there  be  not  every  day  new  demands 
hearkened  to. The  third,  that  for  thofe  cafes  and  graces, 
which  they  have  received,  or  fliail  receive,  of  the 
ftate,  the  thanks  go  the  right  way  ;  that  is,  to  the 
King  and  Princ?,  and  not  to  any  foreigner.  For  this 
is  ceitain,  that  if  they  acknowledge  them  from  the 
ftate,  they  may  perhaps  fit  down,  when  they  are  well. 
But  if  they  have  a  dependance  upon  a  foreigner, 
there  will  be  no  end  of  their  growing  defircs  and 
hopes.  And  in  this  point  alfo,  your  Tordlbip's  wif- 
dom  and  moderation  may  do  much  good. 

For  the  match  with  Spain,  it  is  too  great  and  dark 
a  bufinefs  for  me  to  judge  of.  But  as  it  hath  rela- 
tion to  concern  yourfeif,  I  will,  as  in  the  reft,  deal 
freely  with  your  Grace. 

My  Lord,  you  owe,  in  this  matter,  two  debts  to 
the  King  :  the  one,  that,  if  in  your  confcience  and 
judgement  you  be  perfuaded  it  be  dangerous  and  pre- 
judicial to  him  and  his  kingdoms,  you  deliver  your 
foul,  and  in  the  freedom  of  a  faithful  counfellor, 
joined  with  the  humblenefs  of  a  dutiful  fervant,  you 
declare  yourfeif  accordingly,  and  fhew  your  reafons. 
The  other,  that  if  the  King  in  his  high  judgement, 

or 
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or  the  Prince  in  his  fettled  affedion,  be  refolved  to 
have  it  go  on  •,  that  then  you  move  in  their  orb,  as  far 
as  they  ihall  lay  it  upon  you.  But  mean  while,  let  me 
tell  your  Grace,  that  I  am  not  of  the  general  opinion 
abroad,  that  the  match  mud  break,  or  elfe  my  Lord 
of  Buckingham's  fortune  mufc  break.  I  am  of  ano- 
ther opinion  ;  and  yet  perhaps  it  will  be  hard  to  make 
you  believe  it,  becaufe  both  fides  will  perfuade  you 
to  the  contrary.  For  they,  that  would  not  have  it 
go  on,  will  w^ork  upon  that  conceit,  to  make  you 
oppofe  it  more  flrongly.  They,  that  would  have  it 
go  on,  will  do  the  fam^c,  to  make  you  take  up  be- 
times, and  come  about.  But  I  having  good  affiance 
in  your  Grace's  judgement,  will  tell  you  my  reafons, 
why  I  thus  think,  and  fo  leave  it.  If  the  miatch  fnould 
go  on,  and  put  cafe  againft  your  counfel  and  opinion  ; 
doth  any  man  think,  that  fo  profound  a  King,  and 
fo  well  ieen  in  the  fcience  of  reigning,  and  fo  under- 
ftanding  a  Prince,  will  ever  fuffer  the  whole  fway  of 
affairs  and  greitnefs  to  go  that  way  .^  And,  if  not,  who 
fhould  be  a  fitter  perfon  to  keep  the  balance  even» 
than  your  Grace,  whom  the  King  and  Prince  know 
to  be  fo  intirely  their  own,  and  have  found  fo  nobly 
independent  upon  any  other?  Surely  my  opinion  is, 
you  are  likely  to  be  greater  by  counterpoise  againft 
the  Spanifh  dependance,  than  you  will  by  concur- 
rence. And  therefore,  in  God's  name,  do  your  duty 
faithfully  and  wifely ;  for  behaving  yourfelf  well 
otherwife,  as  I  know  you  will,  your  fortune  is  like  to 
be  well  either  way. 

For  that  excellent  Lady,  whofe  fortune  is  fo  di- 
ftant  from  her  merits  and  virtue,  the  Queen  of  Bo- 
hemia, your  Grace  being,  as  it  were,  the  firft-born, 
or  prime  man  of  the  King's  creatures,  muft  in  confe- 
quence  owe  the  moft  to  his  children  and  generations  ; 
whereof  I  know  your  noble  heart  hath  far  greater 
fenfe,  than  any  man's  words  can  infufe  into  you. 
And  therefore  whacfoever  liveth  within  the  compafs 

of 
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f>{  your  duty,  and  of  poFibility,  will  no  doubt  ipring 
from  you  out  of  that  fountain. 

It  is  open  to  every  man's  diicourfe,  that  there  arc 
but  two  ways  for  the  reditu tion  of  the  Palatinate, 
treaty  and  arms.  It  is  good  therefore  to  confider 
ef  the  middle  acls,  which  may  make  either  of  thefe 
ways  defperate,  to  the  end  they  may  be  avoided  in 
that  way,  which  fnall  be  ehofen.  If  no  match,  either 
this  with  Spain,  or  perhaps  fome  other  with  Auftria, 
no  reftitution  by  treaty.  If  the  Dutch,  either  be 
ruined,  or  grow  to  a  peace,  of  themfelvcs,  with 
Spain,  no  reititution  by  war. 

But  thefe  things  your  Grace  underftandeth  far 
better  than  myfclf.  And,  as  I  faid  before,  the  points 
of  ilate  I  aim  not  at  farther,  than  they  may  concern 
your  Grace,  to  v;hom,  while  I  live,  and  fhall  find  it 
acceptable  to  you,  I  fhall  ever  be  ready  lo  give  the 
tribute  of  a  true  friend  and  fervant,  and  fhaii  always 
think  my  counfeis  given  you  happy,  if  you  fhall  par- 
don them,  v/hen  they  are  free  ;  and  follow  them,  when 
they  are  good.     God  preferve  and  profpcr  you. 

I'd  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  (f). 

Excellent  Lord, 

THERE  is  afuit,  whereunto  I  may,  as  it  were, 
claim  kindred,  and  which  may  be  of  credit  and 
profit  unto  me  •,  and  it  is  an  old  arrear,  which  is  called 
upon,  from  Sir  Nicolas  Bacon,  my  eldefl  brother. 
It  may  be  worth  to  me  perhaps  two  thoufand  pounds ; 
and  yet  I  may  deal  kindly  with  my  brother,  and  alfo 
reward  liberally  (as  I  mean  to  do)  the  officers  of  the 
Exchequer,  which  have  brought  it  to  light.  Good 
my  Lord  obtain  it  of  the  King,  and  be  earneft  in  it 
for  me.     It  will  acquit  the  King  fomewhat  of  his 

(f)  The  Duke's  anfwer  to  this  letter,  dated  at  Newmarket, 
the  28th  of  January,  1623,  is  printed  in  Lord  Bacon's  works. 

promife. 
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promifc,  that  he  would  have  care  of  my  wants  ;  for 
hitherto,  fince  my  misfortunes,  I  have  tailed  of  his 
Majefty's  mercy,  but  not  of  his  bounty.  But  your 
Lordihip  may  be  pleafed  in  this,  to  clear  the  coail  with 
my  Lord  Treafurer  •,  elfe  there  it  will  have  a  ftop. 
I  am  almoft  at  lafl  cafl  for  means  ;  and  yet  it  grieveth 
me  mod,  that  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  I  Ihould  not  be 
rather  ferviceable  to  your  Grace,  than  troublefome* 
God  preferve  and  profper  your  Grace. 

Your  Grace's  moft  obliged, 

and  faithful  fervant. 

This  23d  of  Januar)', 

1623.  Fr.  St.  AtBAN. 


To  the  Earl  of  Oxford  (g). 

My  ver}'  good  Lord, 

LET  me  be  an  humble  fuitor  to  your  Lordihip, 
for  your  noble  favour.  I  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive my  writ  this  parliament  (i?),  that  I  may  not  die 
in  difhonour  ;  but  by  no  means,  except  it  Ihould  be 
with  the  love  and  confent  of  my  Lords  to  re-admit 
me,  if  their  Lordfhips  vouchfafe  to  think  me  wor- 
thy  of  their  company ;  or  if  they  think  that,  which 
I  have  fuffered  now  thefe  three  years,  in  lols  of  place, 
in  lofs  of  means,  and  in  lofs  of  liberty  for  a  great 
time,  to  be  a  fufficient  expiation  for  my  faults,  where- 
by I  may  now  feem  in  their  eyes  to  be  a  fit  fubjed; 
ot  their  grace,  as  I  have  been  before  of  their  juftice. 
My  good  Lord,  the  good,  which  the  commonwealth 
might  reap  of  my  fuffering,  is  already  inned.     Jufticc 

(g)  Henry  Vere,  who  died  in  1625.     He  was  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England. 

{h)  that  met  February  x^,  1623^  and  was  prorogued  May  29, 
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is  done ;  an  example  is  made  for  reformation  ^  the 
authority  of  the  Houfe  for  judicature  is  eilablifhed. 
There  can  be  no  farther  ufe  of  my  mifery  \  perhaps 
fome  little  may  be  of  my  fervice  -,  for,  I  hope,  I 
fhall  be  found  a  man  humbled  as  a  Chriftian,  though 
not  dejected  as  a  worldling,  i  have  great  opinion  of 
your  Lordfhip's  power,  and  great  hope,  for  many 
reafons,  of  your  favour  •,  which,  if  I  may  obtain, 
I  can  fay  no  more,  but  noblenefs  is  ever  requited  in 
itfelf  *,  and  God,  whofe  ipecial  favour  in  my  afflidtions 
I  have  manifeftly  found  to  my  comfort,  will,  I  truft, 
be  my  pay-mafter  of  that,  which  cannot  be  requited 
by 

Your  Lordfhip's  affeftionate  humble  fervant,  &c. 
Indorfed,  February  2,   1623. 


To  Sir  Francis  Barnham^/). - 

Good  Coufin, 

UPON  a  little  fearching,  made  touching  the  pa- 
tents of  the  furvey  of  coals,  I  find  matter  not 
only  to  accquit  mylelf,  but  likewife  to  do  myfelf  much 
right. 

Any  reference  to  me,  or  any  certificate  of  mine, 
I  find  not.  Neither  is  it  very  likely  I  made  any  \ 
for  that,  when  it  came  to  the  great  feal,  I  flayed  it. 
I  did  not  only  flay  it,  but  brought  it  before  the 
council-table,  as  nor  willing  to  pals  it,  except  their 
Lordlliips  allowed  it.  The  Lords  gave  hearing  to 
the  bufmefs,  I  remember,  two  feveral  days  5  and  in 

{:)  He  appears  to  be  a  relation  of  his  Lord{hip*s  Lady,  who 
was  daughter  of  Benedidl  Barnham,  Efq;  Alderman  of  the  city  of 
London.  Sir  Francis  was  appointed,  by  his  Lordihip,  one  of 
the  executors  of  his  lall  will. 

q  ^he 


Lod  Cbafiicllor  B  A  CO  N.  36; 

(he  end  difallov/cd  it,  and  commended  my  care  and 
circumrpe6tion,  and  ordered,  that  it  fhould  continue 
ftayed  ;  and  lb  it  did  all  my  time. 

About  a  twelvemonth  fince,  my  Lord  Duke  of 
Lenox,  now  decealed  (.^},  wrote  to  me  to  have  the 
privy  leal ;  which,  though  I  refpedled  his  Lordfhip 
much,  I  refilled  to  deliver  to  him,  but  was  content 
to  put  it  into  the  right  hand  -,  that  is,  to  fend  it  to 
my  Lord  Keeper  (I),  giving  knowledge  how  it  had 
been  flayed.  My  Lord  Keeper  received  it  by  mine 
own  fervant,  writeth  back  to  me,  acknowledging 
the  receit,  and  adding,  that  he  would  lay  it  afide  un- 
till  his  Lordfhip  heard  farther  from  my  Lord  Stew- 
ard (;;/},  and  the  reft  of  the  Lords.  Whether  this 
firfl  privy  feal  went  to  the  great  feal,  or  that  it  went 
about  again,  i  know  not :  but  all  my  part  is,  that  I 
have  related.     I  ever  reft 

Your  faithful  friend  and  coufin, 
Mnrch  14,  1623. 

Fr.  St.  Alban\ 


Ito  the  Duke  c/  B  u  c  k  i  n  c  h  a  m. 

My  Lord, 

I  A  M  now  full  three  years  old  in  mifery ;  neither 
hath  there  been  any  thing  done  for  me,  where- 
by I  might  either  die  out  of  ignominy,  or  live  out 
of  want.  But  now,  that  your  Grace  (God's  name 
be  praifed  for  it)  hath  recovered  your  health,  and 
are  come  to  the  court,  and  the  parliament  bufinels 
hath  alfo  intermilTion  ♦,  I  firmly  hope,  your  Grace 
will  deal  with  his  Majefty,  that  as  I  have  tafted  of 

(k)  He  died  fuddenly,   February  12,   i«'^2}. 
(I)  See  his  letter  to  Lord  St.  Alban,  of  February  7,   1622. 
{m)  James,  Marquis  of  Uaniihon.  wh'^  died  March  2,  162^. 

his 


366  LETTERS,  ^c.  of 

his  mercy,  I  may  alfo  tafte  of  his  bounty.  Your 
Grace,  I  know,  for  abufinefs  of  a  private  man,  can- 
not win  yourfelf  more  honour  •,  and  I  hope  I  fhall 
yet  Uve  to  do  you  fervice.  For  my  fortune  hath  (I 
thank  God)  made  no  alteration  in  my  mind,  but  to 
the  better.     I  ever  reft  humbly 

Your  Grace's  mofl:  obliged 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Alb  an. 

If  I  may  know  by  two  or  three  words  from  your 
Grace,  that  you  will  fet  in  for  me,  I  will  propound 
fomewhat  that  fhall  be  modeft,  and  leave  it  to  your 
Grace,  whether  you  will  move  his  Majefly  yourfelf,  or 
recommend  it  by  fome  of  yourLordfhip's  friends,  that 
wifh  me  well ;  [as  my  Lord  of  Arundel,  or  Secretary 
Conway,  or  Mr.  James  Maxwell  («).] 


To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

I  UNDERSTAND,  by  Sir  John  Suckling,  that 
he  attended  yefterday  at  Greenwich,  hoping,  ac- 
cording to  your  Grace's  appointment,  to  have  found 
you  there,  and  to  have  received  your  Grace's  plea- 
lure  touching  my  fuit,  but  mifled  of  you :  and  this 
day  he  fitteth  upon  the  fubfidy  at  Brentford,  and 
ihall  not  be  at  court  this  week :  which  caufeth  me 
to  ufe  thefc  few  lines  to  hear  from  your  Grace,  I  hope, 
to  my  comfort  j  humbly  praying  pardon,  if  I  num- 


(/;)  The  words  included  in  brackets  have  a  line  diawn  after 
them* 

ber 
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ber  thus  the  days,  and  that  mifery  fliould  exceed 
modefty.     I  ever  reft  .  ^ 

Your  Grace's  moft  faithful 

and  obliged  fervant. 


June  30,  1624. 


Fr.  St.  Alban. 


To  Sir   Rlciiard   Weston,    Chiincellor  cf  tbt 
Excheouer. 

Mr.  Chancellor, 

THIS  way,  by  Mr.  Myn,  befides  a  number  of 
little  difficulties  it  hath,  amounteth  to  this,  that 
I  fhall  pay  intereft  for  mine  own  money.  Befides,  I 
muft  confefs,  I  cannot  bow  my  mind  to  be  a  fuitor, 
much  lefs  a  fhifter,  for  that  means,  which  I  enjoy 
by  his  Majefty's  grace  and  bounty.  And  therefore 
I  am  rather  ailiamed  of  that  I  have  done,  than 
minded  to  go  forward.  So  that  I  leave  it  to  your- 
felf  what  you  think  fit  to  be  done  in  your  honour 
and  my  cafe,  refting 

Your  ver)^  loving  friend, 

London,  this  7th  of 

July,  1624.  Fr..  St.  Alba% 

To  the  Duke  ^/Buckingham, 

Excellent  Lord,  . 

NOW  that  your  Grace  hath  the  King  private, 
and  at  better  leifure,  the  noife  of  foldiers,  am- 
bafladors,  parliaments,  a  little  ceafmg,  I  hope  you 
will   remember   your   fervant  j  .  for   at  fo  good   a 

time. 
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time  ((?),  and  after  fo  long  a  time,  to  forget  him,  were 
almoft  to  forfake  him.  But,  howfoever,  I  fhail  ftill 
remain 

Your  Grace's  moft  obliged 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Albak, 

1  am  bold  to  put  into  my  good  friend,  Sir  Tobic 
Matthew's  hand,  a  copy  of  my  petition,  which  yoiw* 
Grace  had  fent  to  Sir  John  Suckling. 

Indorfed,  Auguft^  1624, 


7o  the  Buke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

I  AM  infinitely  bound  to  your  Grace  for  your  late 
favours.  I  fend  your  Grace  a  copy  of  your  letter, 
fignifying  his  Majefby's  pleafure,  and  of  the  petition. 
The  courfe,  I  take  it,  muft  be,  to  make  a  warrant 
for  the  execution  of  the  fame,  by  way  of  reference  to 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Attor- 
ney (p),  I  moil  humbly  pray  your  Grace  likewife, 
to  proflrate  me  at  his  Majelly's  feet,  with  moft 
humble  thanks  for  the  grant  of  my  petition,  whofe 
fweet  prefence  fmce  I  difcontinued,  methinks  I  am 
neither  amongfl:  the  living,  nor  amongft  the  dead. 

I  cannot  but  likev;ife  gratulate  his  Majefty  on  the 
extreme  profperous  fuccefs  of  his  bufinefs,  fmce  this 
time  twelvemonth.     I  know  I  fpeak  it  in  a  dangerous 

(0)  This  feems  to  refer  to  the  anniverfary  thankfgiving-day 
for  the  King's  delivery  from  the  Go  wry  confpiracy,  on  the  5  th 
of  Auguft,  1600. 

(p)  Sir  Thomas  Coventry. 

time; 
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time;  becaufe  the  dye  of  the  Low  Countries  is 
upon  the  throw.  But  yet  that  is  all  one.  For  if  it 
fhould  be  a  blow  (which  I  hope  in  God  it  fliall  not) 
yet  it  would  have  been  ten  rimes  worie,  if  former 
courfes  had  not  been  taken.  But  this  is  the  raving 
of  an  hot  ague. 

God  evermore  blefs  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  de- 
figns,  and  likewife  make  your  Grace  a  fpedacle  of 
proiperity,  as  you  have  hitherto  been. 

Your  Grace's  moft  faithful, 

and  obliged,  and  by  you  revived  fervant, 

Grey's  Inn,  9th  of 

Odober,  162^.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 


Tc  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  (j),  Sir  Humphrey 

May. 

Good  Mr.  Chancellor, 

1D0  approve  very  well  your  forbearance  to  move 
my  fuits,  in  regard  the  Duke's  return  (r)  is  fo  near 
at  hand,  which  I  thought  would  have  been  a  longer 
matter  •,  and  I  imagine  there  is  a  gratiaftitium  till 
he  come.  I  do  not,  but  you  fhall  find  his  Grace 
nobly  difpofed.  The  laft  time  that  you  fpake  with 
him  about  me,  I  remember  you  fent  me  word,  he 
thanked  you  for  being  fo  for\\'ard  for  me.  Yet  I 
could  wilh,  that  you  took  fome  occafion  to  fpeak 
with  him,  generally  to  my  advantage,  before  you 
move  to  him  any  particular  fuiti  and  to  let  me  know 
how  you  find  him. 

My  I^ord   Treafurer  fent    me    a    good    anfwer 
touching  my  monies.    I  pray  you  continue  to  quick- 


{q)  This  letter  is  indorfed,   1625. 

[r)  From  Paris,  whither  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  went  in 
May,  1625,  to  condud  tlie  new  Queen  to  England. 

B  b  ca 
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en  him,  that  the  Kingr  mav  once  clear  with  me. 
A  fire  of  eld  wood  needeth  no  blowing  -,  but  old 
men  do.     I  ever  reft 

Yours  to  do  you  fervice. 


Confultatiens  in  Parliament  anno  i  Carol!  Regis,  at 
Wefiminfier^  anno  Domini  1625  (j).  [Found  among 
Lord  Bacon's  papers.] 

THE  confultations  now  in  parliament  may  be 
regulated  into  thefe  four  heads  following. 

I.  What  it  was  •,  and  how  far  the 
introittis  et  exit  us  there  ordered. 
Vide  my  book  of  a  medium  for  ten 
years  before  primo  Jacohi  Regis, 

2.       ^   r 

What  now  it  [ 
is     in    clear  < 
revenue,  ei- 
ther by  L 

r    Gifts  of  land,  ex  more 
motu^  and  no  valuable 
confideration. 
The  ilate  of  This  may  be  revoked, 

the  King  in  J  Grants  of  penfions, 

the  conftant*^  now   120,000  1.  before 

revenue     of  but    18,000  1.      Good 

his  crown.  times     have     refumed 

them  upon  neceflity. 

Increafe  of  houfe- 
hold,  from  45,000  1.  to 
80,000  1. 

(«)  This  parliament  met   on  the    i3th  of  Juni%    and  was 
diitchxd  AuguH  12,   16:5. 


Lands ; 
Cuftoms,  and  impo- 
fitions  ; 
«     Cafualties. 


The 


The 
how 


means 


Lord  Chancellor  BACON.  ^/^ 

The  purveyors  more, 
and  the  tables  lefs  fur- 
nifhed  than  formerly. 

Fruitlefs  ambaflages 
with    larger    allowance 
it     is^  than  formerly.     To  re- 
Labated    by     |  duce  them,  to  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  late  Queen. 
Treble  increafe  of  the 
privy  purfe.  Double  in- 
creafe of  the  treafuryof 
the  chamber  and  great 
wardrobe.     In  all,    by 
not  ufmg  the  befl  courfe 
of  affignments,  whereby 
the  creditor  is  delayed 
in  his  payment,  and  the 
King  furcharged  in  the 
price. 

The  exchequer-man 

^  making  his  befl  profit 

'  [from  the  King's  wants. 


The  condi- 
tion of  the 
fubjecl  in  . 
his  freedom 
and  fortune. 


f  Subfidies  and  fif- 
teenths, fpent  only  in 
defence  of  the  flates, 
or  aid  of  our  allies. 

Tonnage  and  pound- 
age employed  in  guard 
Formerly  in^  ^thefeas    Loans  rare- 

taxes  bv  Dar-  ^>^'  .^"^  '^'^^  employed 
entirely  for  the  public. 
Impofition  by  preroo-a- 
tive,  of  old  cuflom, 
rated  eafily  by  the  book 
of  rates,  if  any,  either 
limited  to  time  or  mea- 
Lfure. 
B  b  2  Cuflom 


taxes  by  par 
liament. 


S72 


2. 

Now 


in 
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Cuftom  inhanccd  by 
the  new  books  of  rates. 
Impofitions  and  mono- 
polies multiplied  •,  and 
this  fettled  to  continue 
by  grants. 
K      Tonnage  and  pound- 
age levied,  though  no 
aS:  of  parliament,  nor 
the  feas  guarded.    The 
times,    the  ways,    and 
the  perfons,    that    in- 
^duced  thefe. 
What       fums      have 
been     granted    for     the 
defence     of      the     ftatc 
thefe  laft  three  years. 

How     in      particular 
fpent,  and  where. 

f   I.  The  coun- 
cil of  war  ap- 
pointed by  par- 
By  what    liament. 
advice,     j    2.  By  full  or- 


r  I- 

Public  trea- 

fure  is  to  be*^ 

examined. 


The  em- 
ployment 
or  wade  of 
ireafure. 


as  by  di- 
redion  of 


< 


der   of  the 


The    King's 
.fubjedls. 


How 

many, 
and  when 
tranf- 
ported, 
or  em- 
ployed, 
as  to 


council. 

3.  By  any  o- 
therthanthofe, 
[and  by  whom. 

\    I. The  Palati- 
nate. 

2.  Count 
-<  Mansfield. 

3.  Land  fol- 
diers  in  the  laft 
fleet. 


The 
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The  defign,  where 
they  were  fent- 

The  council,  that  di- 
reded  it. 

The  fuccefs  of  the 
a6tion,  and  the  return 
of  the  perfons  in  num- 
ber, and  the  lofs. 


3-. 
In  ihips 
and  muX 
nition 


The  number  and  quan- 
tity employed  feverally. 

The  manner  of  imbark- 
ing  thefe  fhips,  and  what 
Our  own.  {  prejudice  and  difcourage- 
ment  of  trade. 

The  council,  that  di- 
re6led  fuch  employments. 

The  feveral  fuccefles,  as 
at  Argier,  and  Cadiz. 


Hired  by  contrad 
to   ferve,    and   how 


Strangers, 
as  prize. 


< 


6. 
Allies. 


as 


prize 


Bb  3 


ufed:  or. 

Taken 
if  fo. 

How  then  deli- 
vered and  dealt  with- 
al in  the  courfe  of 
juftice. 

What  fuccefs  hath 
followed  upon  in- 
juftice  done  them : 
as  the  arrell  of  our 
goods  in  France  and 
Germany,  whereby 
our  goods  are  at  a 
ftand  for  vent. 

Tii-e 
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7- 
Ene- 
mies 
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The  number  and 
the  goods. 

The  account  made 
or  his  officers,  for  it. 

The    difmifling  | 
and     difcharging  | 
of  any  of    them<( 
and    the     goods, 
viz. 


of 
true 


value  of 


to  his  Majefty, 


the 


1 .  By  whom 
diredion. 

2.  The  pretence. 

3.  The  value  of 
the  goods. 

4.  The  place,  whi- 
Lther  they  went. 

Under  this  head  will  fall  the  complaint  of  Dover, 
f     A  nation  feared,  renown- 
ed,  victorious. 

It  made  the  Netherlands 
there  a  ftate,  when  it  was 
none. 

Recovered  Henry  IV.  of 
France's  kingdom,  when  he 
had  nothing  left  but  the 
town  of  Dieppe. 

Conquered  the  invincible 
navy  of  Spain  in  88. 

Took  towns  in  Portugal 
the  year  following,  and 
marched  100  miles  upon  the 
firm  land. 

Fired,  or  brought  away, 
the  Spanifh  navy  before  Ca- 
diz,  and  facked  the  town. 

Took  the  Spanifh  fhips 
daily,  and  fpoiied  the  Port- 
towns  of  the  Weft -Indies, 
never  lofing  but  one  fhip 
during  all  the  Spanifh  wars. 

Reduced  the  ambition  of 
that  King  for  a  fifth  monar- 
chy to  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  in 

one 


How  for- 
merly 
ftood. 


we" 


4. 
Honour 

of  the 
King   and 
flate, 
which, 
in    all    o- 
ther,  con- 
fifts   more 
in  famd 
than  vi. 


The  caufe 
of  the 
as"\  good  fuc- 
cefs   then. 
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one  year  he  paid  2500  mil- 
lions of  ducats  for  intereff^ 
fo  as  after  he  was  inforced  to 
beg  treaties  of  peace,  in  low 
terms,  at  the  lafi;  Queen 
Regent's  hands. 

A  carriage  and  readinefs 

in  the  people  to  alTift  their  fo- 

.vereign  in  purfe  and  perfon- 

A  wifdom  and  gravity  of 

council,  who  ordered  nothing 

but  by  public  debate,    and 

«<  then  alTifted  by  the  military 

profeflbrs  either  by  land  or 

fea,  of  the  beft  repute,  and 

Lfuch  only  employed. 

In  the  voyage 
of  Algier. 

In    the    Pala- 
tinate. 
"^    In  the  journey 
with  Mansfield. 
In  this  lail  to 
j^Cadiz  (/). 
The   unchear- 
fulnefs  we  have 
either  to  adven- 
ture our  purfes 
or  goods,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  dif- 
trufl  we  have  of 
the  fuccelTes. 
The  want  oft'ie 
like  courfes  and 
counfels,   that 
were  formerly 
Lufed. 


5- 
In  what 

condition. 


Lofs  in  re- 
^  putation 
by  the  ill 
fuccefs 

L 

r 


Condition  |        5. 
we  now     <  The  rea- 
Lftand  by    I  fons. 


< 


(«)  In  Oaober,    1625. 

Bb  4 


I  could 
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I  could  wilh,  that  for  every  of  thefe  four  heads, 
there  were  a  particular  committee  to  examine  an  apt 
report  for  the  Houfes :  and  the  Houfes,  upon  every 
report,  to  put  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
afTembly  ;  and,  after  a  full  and  deliberate  debate,  to 
order  a  model,  or  form,  for  a  conference  with  the 
Lords  :  and  fo,  together,  humbly  to  prefent  unto 
his  Majefty  a  remondrance  of  their  labour ;  offering 
withal  a  ferious  confultation  and  debate  amongft 
themfelves  for  the  finding  out  the  fitted  manner 
both  for  the  defence  of  the  flate  and  our  allies,  re- 
formation of  the  errors,  and  a  conflant  way  to  raife 
fuch  fupplies  of  money  and  neceflaries,  as  may  en- 
able his  Majefty  to  proceed  chearfully,  and  I  hope 
affuredly,  in  this  his  glorious  a6lion,  not  only  for 
himfelf  and  the  ftate,  but  for  all  that  profefs  the 
fame  religion,  and  are  alike  to  be  overwhelmed  in 
the  ambition  of  the  Spanilh  monarchy. 

To  Sir  Robert  Pye. 

Good  Sir  Robert  Pye, 

LET  me  intreat  you  to  difpatch  that  v/arrant  of  a 
petty  fum,  that  it  may  help  to  bear  my  charge 
of  coming  up  (.v)  to  London.  The  Duke,  you 
know,  loveth  me,  and  my  Lord  Trealurer  (y)  ftand- 
eth  now  towards  me  in  very  good  afFe6lion  and  re- 
fpe61:  (2;).  You,  that  are  the  third  perfon  in  thefe 
bufinefies,    I   allure  myfelf,  will  not   be  wanting; 

(at)  From  Gorhambury. 

(y)  Sir  James  Lord  Ley,  advanced  from  the  poft  of  Lord  Chief 
Juflice  of  the  King's  Bench,  on  the  20th  of  December  1624,  to 
that  of  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  created  Earl  of  Marlborough  on  the 
5  th  of  February,  162^. 

(z.)  His  Lordlhip  had  not  been  always  in  that  difpofition 
towards  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Alban  ;  for  the  latter  has,  among 
the  letters  printed  in  his  works,  one  to  this  Lord  Treafurer,  fe- 
verely  cxpoftulating  widi  him  aboiit  his  unkindnefs  and  injuftice. 

for 
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for  you  have  profefTed  and  fliewed,  ever  fincc  1  loit 
the  leal,  your  good  will  towards  me.     I  reft 

Your  affedlionate  and  adured  friend,  &c. 
Indorfed,  To  Sir  Robert  Pye.     Ccr.  1625. 

To  the  Earl  of  Dorset  {a). 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  gentleman,  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Colics 
by  name,  is  my  neighbour.  He  is  com- 
mended for  a  civil  young  man.  I  think  he  wanteth 
no  metal,  but  he  is  peaceable.  It  was  his  hap  to 
f^ll  out  with  Mr.  Matthew  Francis,  ferjeant  at  arms, 
about  a  toy  -,  the  one  affirming,  that  a  hare  was  fair 
killed,  and  the  other  foul.  Words  mukiphed,  and 
fome  blows  pafied  on  either  fide.  But  fmce  the  firil 
falling  out,  the  ferjeant  hath  ufed  towards  him 
divers  threats  and  affronts,  and,  which  is  a  point  of 
danger,  fcnt  to  him  a  letter  of  chalenge  :  but 
Mr.  CoUes,  doubting  the  contents  of  the  letter,  re- 
fufed  to  receive  it.  Motions  have  been  made  alfo 
of  reconcilement,  o:  of  reference  to  fome  gentlemen 
of  the  country  not  partial :  but  the  ferjeant  hath  re- 
fufed  all,  and  now,  at  lall,  fueth  him  in  the  Earl 
Marflial's  -court.  The  gentleman  faith,  he  dillrufteth 
not  his  caufe  upon  the  hearing  •,  but  would  be  glad 
to  avoid  reftraint,  or  long  and  chargeable  attend- 
ance. Let  me  therefore  pray  your  good  Lordfhip 
to  move  the  noble  Earl  {l)  in  that  kind,  to  carry 
a  favourable  hand  towards  him,  fuch  as  may  ftand 

{a)  Sir  Edward  Sackvllle  fucceeded  to  that  titl.'  on  the  death 
•f  his  brother  Richard,  March  2S,    1624. 
(h)  Arundel,  F.uvl  Marlhai. 
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withjuftice  and  the  order  of  that  court.     I   ever 
reft 

Your  Lordfliip's  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 
Indorfed,  To  E.Borfet,     Gor.  1625. 


Sir  Thomas  Covh^tky,  Attorney  Generaly  to  the 
Lord  Vifcount  S  t.  A  l  b  a  n. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Received  from  your  Lordfhip  two  letters,  the  one 
of  the  23d,  the  other  of  the  28th  of  this  month. 
To  the  former,  I  do  aflure  your  Lordfhip  I  have 
not  heard  any  thing  of  any  fuits  or  motion,  either 
touching  the  reverfion  of  your  honours  or  the  rent 
of  your  farm  of  petty  writs  ^  and,  if  I  had  heard  any 
.thing  thereof,  I  would  not  have  been  unmindful  of 
that  caveat,  which  heretofore  you  gave  in  by  former 
letters,  nor  flack  to  do  you  the  beft  fervice  I  might. 

The  debt  of  Sir  Nicolas  Bacon  refteth  as  it  did  j 
for  in  the  latter  end  of  King  James's  time,  it  ex- 
hibited a  quo  warranto  in  the  Exchequer,  touching 
that  liberty,  againft  St.  Nicolas,  which  abated  by 
his  death ;  then  another  againft  Sir  Edmund,  which 
by  the  demife  of  the  King,  and  by  reafon  of  the  ad- 
journment of  the  late  term,  hath  had  no  farther  pro- 
ceeding, but  that  day  is  given  to  plead. 

Concerning  your  other  letter,  I  humbly  thank 
your  Lordfhip  for  your  favourable  and  good  wifhes 
to  me;  though  I,  knowing  my  own  unaptnefs  to  fo 
great  an  employment  (c),  ftiould  be  moft  heartily 
glad,  if  his  Majefty  had,  or  yet  would  choofe,  a 
man  of  more  merit.     But,  if  otherwife,  humblenefs 

(dj  that  of  the  great  feal,  of  which  Sir  Thomas  Coventr)' 
was  thrtt^  day;^  after  made  Lord  Keeper,  on  the  iH  of  November 
1625. 

and 
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and  fubmliTion  becomes  the  fervant,  and  to  ftand  ia 
that  ftation  where  his  Majefty  will  have  him.  But 
as  for  the  requeft  you  make  for  your  fervant,  though 
I  proteft  I  am  not  yet  engaged  by  promife  to  any, 
becaufe  I  hold  it  too  .  much  boldnefs  towards  my 
mafter,  and  difcourtefy  towards  my  Lord  Keeper  (J}, 
to  difpofe  of  places,  while  he  had  the  feal :  yet  in 
refped  I  have  fome  fervants,  and  fome  of  my  kin- 
dred, apt  for  the  place  you  write  of,  and  have  been 
already  fo  much  importuned  by  noble  perfons,  v/hen 
I  lately  was  with  his  Majefty  at  Salifbury,  as  it  will 
be  hard  for  me  to  give  them  all  denial ;  I  am  not 
able  to  difcern,  how  I  can  accommodate  your  fervant; 
though  for  your  fake,  and  in  refped  of  the  former 
knowledge  myfelf  have  had  of  the  merit  and  worth 
of  the  gentlemen,  I  fhould  be  moft  ready  and  willing 
to  perform  your  defire,  if  it  were  in  my  power. 
And  fo,  with  remiCmbrance  of  my  femce  to  your 
Lordfliip,  I  remain 

At  your  Lordfliip's  commandment, 

Kingfbur)% 
Od.  29,    1625. 

Tho.  Coventry. 

J'o  the  Right  Honourable^  and  my  "Oery  good  Lord,  the 
VifcGiint  St.  Alban. 


"To  Mr,   Roger  Palmer. 

Good  Mr.  Roger  Palmer, 

I  THANK   God,    by   means    of  the    iw^^Qt   air 
of  the  country,     I  have  obtained    fome  degree 
of    health.      Sending    to    the    court,     1    thought 

(0  Bifliop  V/illiams,  who  had  refigned  the  greit  ieal,  on  th^ 
25th  of  Odlober  1625,  to  Sir  John  Suckli.ig^  who  brought  his 
Majeily's  warrant  to  iccavt  it,  o-i.ed  at  S^Libury  on  the  23d  ol 
that  month. 

o  I  vrouki 
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I  would  falute  you:  and  I  would  be  glad,  in  this 
folitary  time  and  place,  to  hear  a  little  from  you 
how  the  world  goeth,  according  to  your  friendly 
manner  heretofore. 

Fare  ye  well  moft  heartily. 

Your  very  affedionate  and  aflui^cd  friend, 

Gorhambury, 

oa.  29, 1625.  Fit.  St.  Albaj/. 


I 


^0  the  Duke  c/  B  u  c  k  i  n  c  h  a  m. 

Excellent  Lord, 

Could  not  but  fignify  unto  your  Grace  my  re- 
__  joicing,  that  God  hath  fent  your  Grace  a  fon 
and  heir  {e\  and  that  you  are  fortunate  as  well  in 
your  houfe,  as  in  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
blefTings  come  from  God,  as  I  do  not  doubt  but 
your  Grace  doth,  with  all  thanlcfulnefs,  acknowledge, 
vowing  to  him  your  fervice.  Myfelf,  I  praife  his  di- 
vine Majefty,  have  gotten  fome  Hep  into  health. 
My  wants  are  great-,  but  yet  I  want  not  a  defire 
to  do  your  Grace  fervice*,  and  I  marvel,  that  your 
Grace  fhould  think  to  pull  down  the  monarchy  of 
Spain  without  my  good  help.  Your  Grace  will  give 
me  leave  to  be  merry,  however  the  world  goeth 
with  me.     I  ever  reft 

Your  Grace's  moft  faitmiii,^ 

and  obliged  fervant,  &c. 

I  wifli  your  Grace  a  good  new  year. 


(t-)  born  November  17,  1625,  and  named  Charles.  Diary  of 
the  Lite  of  Arcbifhop  Laud,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Wharton,  p.  24. 
This  fon  of  the  Dwlvc  di^d  the  16th  of  March,  162I.  IHd.  p.  40. 
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^-v-:f      rr-^^  : 


to  .^/r  H  u  M  p  H  R  E  Y  M  A  Y,  ChancdloT  cfth  Duchy 
cf  Lancajler,  .', '^'*.  *"" 

Good  Mr.  Chancellor, 

I  Did  wonder  what  was  become  of  you,  and  was 
very  glad -to  hear  you  were  come  to  court; 
which,  methinks,  as  the  times  go,  Ihould  mifs 
you  as  well  as  I. 

I  fend  you  another  letter,  which  I  wrote  to  you  ot 
an  old  date,  to  avoid  repetition-,  and  I  continue  my 
requeft  then  to  you,  to  found  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham's  good  affeaion  towards  me,  before   you  do 
move  him  in  the  particular  petition.     Only  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  doth  invite  me  to  defire,  that  his  Grace 
would  procure  me  a   pardon  of  the  King  of  the 
whole  fentence.    My  writ  for  parliament  I  have  now 
had  twice  before   the  time,  and  that  without  any 
exprefs  reftraint  not  to  ufe  it.     It  is  true,  that  I 
(hall  not  be  able,  in  refped  of  my  health,  to  attend 
in  parliament-,  but  yet  I  might  make  a  proxy.   Time 
hath  turned  envy  to  pity,  and  I  have  a  longCleanf- 
ing  week  of  five  years  expedation  and  more.     Sir 
John  Bennet  hath  his  pardon;  and  my  Lord  of  So- 
merfet  hath  his  pardon,  and,  they  fay,  Ihall  fit  in 
parliament.     My  Lord  of  Suffolk  cometh  to  parlia- 
ment, though  not  to  council.     I  hope  I  deferve  not 
(o  be  the  only  outcaft. 

God  keep  you.     I  ever  refl 

Your  moft  affeftionate  friend, 

to  do  you  fervice. 

I  wl(h  you  a  good  new  year. 
Indorfed,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy,   Gor,  1625. 

To 


38'2  L  E  r  T  E  R  S,  ^c.   of 


To  f be  Marquis  ^'Ef  f  i  at,  the  French  Amhajfador, 

Monf.  I'x^mbalTadeur,   men  fils, 

VOUS  fcavez  que  ie  commencement  eft  la  moitle 
du  faic.  Voyia  pourquoy  je  vous  ay  eferic  ce 
petit  mot  de  lettre,  vous  priant  de  vous  fouvenir  dc 
voilre  noble  promiClTe  de  me  mettr^  en  la  bonne, 
grace  de  noflre  tres-excellente  Royne,  &  m'efi  faire 
recevoir  quelquc  gracieufe  demonitration,'  Vpftre- 
Excellence  prendra  auffi,  s'il  vous ,  plaift,  quelque. 
occaTion  de  prefcher  un  peu  a  mon  advantage  en' 
Toreille  du  Due  de  Buckingliam  en  general.  Dieu 
vous  ayt  en  fa  faindie  garde. 

Voilre  tres-afFedtionne 

Jan.  1 8,  1625. 

et  tres-humble  ferviteur, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 


"Ihe 
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TToe  following  Utters^  ^wantiJig  both  dates  and  dr- 
curnfiarices  to  determine  fiicb  dates^  are  placed  here 
together. 

To  King    James  I. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 

THINKING  often,  as  I  ought,  of  your  Ma- 
jefly's  virtue  and  fortune,  I  do  obferve,  not 
without  admiration,  that  thofe  civil  a6ts  of  fove- 
reignty,  which  are  of  the  greatefl  merit,  and  there- 
fore of  trueft  glory,  are,  by  the  pi-ovidence  of  God, 
manifeftly  put  into  your  hands,  as  a  chofen  veiTel  to 
receive  from  God,  and  an  excellent  inflrument  to 
work  amongft  m^en  the  beil  and  nobleil  things. 
The  higheft  degree  of  fovereign  honour  is  to  be 
founder  of  a  kingdom  or  efiate  •,  for,  as  in  the  aifts 
of  God,  the  creation  is  more  than  the  confervation  ; 
and  as,  among  men,  the  birth-day  is  accounted  the 
chiefefl  of  the  days  of  life ;  fo,  to  found  a  kingdom, 
is  more  worthy,  than  to  augment,  or  to  adminiiler 
the  fame.  And  this  is  an  honour,  that  no  man  can 
take  from  your  Majefiy,  that  the  day  of  your 
coming  to  the  crov/n  of  England  was  as  the  birth- 
day of  the  kingdom  intire  Britain. 

The  next  degree  of  fovereign  honour  is  the  plan- 
tation ot  a  country  or  territory,  and  the  reduclion 
of  a  nation,  from  wafte  foil  and  barbarous  manners, 
to  a  civil  population.  And  in  this  kind  alfo  your 
Majefly  hath  made  a  fair  and  profperous  beginning 
^n  your  realm  of  Ireland. 

The  third  eminent  a6l  of  fovereignty  is  to  be  a 
law-giver,  whereof  he  fpeaketh, 

Face  data  terris^  animum  ad  crcilia  vertit 
Jura  fiium^  legefniue  tulit  jujliffirnus  author. 

And 
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And  another  faith »  "  Ecquid  eft,  quod  ram  pro- 
''  prie  dici  poteft  a(5i-um  ejus,  qui  togatus  in  re- 
"  publica  cum  poteiiate  imperioque  verfatur,  quam 
^  lex.  Qusre  acta  Gracchi  j  leges  Semproniie  pro- 
"  ferentur :  quaere  Syilse,  Cornelias  quid  ?  Cnei 
*'  Pompeii  terdus  coniulatus  in  quibus  attis  con- 
"  fiftit  ?  Nempe  iegibus.  A  Cs^lare  iplb  fi  qu?sreres 
"  quidnam  egillet  in  urbc  et  toga ;  leges  multas  fe 
*'  relpondeat  et  prasclaras  tulilfe." 

to  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

A  Full  heart  is  like  a  full  pen  :  it  can  hardly  make 
any  diftinguiihed  work.  The  more  I  look 
upon  my  own  weaknefs,  the  m^ore  I  muft  magnify 
your  favours  \  and  the  more  I  behold  your  favours, 
the  more  I  muft  confidcr  mine  own  weaknefs.  This 
is  ray  hope,  that  God,  who  hath  moved  your  heart 
to  favour  me,  will  write  your  fervice  in  my  heart. 
Two  things  I  may  promife ;  for,  though  they  be  not 
mine  own,  yet  they  are  furer  than  mine  own,  be- 
caufe  they  are  God's  gifts  •,  that  is,  integrity  and 
induftry.  And  therefore,  whenfoever  I  ftiall  make 
my  account  to  you,  I  ftiall  do  it  in  thefe  words, 
ecce  tibi  lucrifeci^  and  not  ecce  mihi  lucrifeci.  And 
for  induftry,  I  ftiall  take  to  me,  in  this  procuration, 
not  Martha's  part,  to  be  bufied  in  many  things,  but 
Mary's  parr,  which  is  to  intend  your  fervice  ♦,  for  the 
lefs  my  abilities  are,  the  more  they  ought  to  be  con- 
tradted  tid  unum.  For  the  prefent,  I  humbly  pray 
your  Majefty  to  accept  my  moft  hum.ble  thanks 
and  vows  as  the  forerunners  of  your  fervice,  which 
I  ftiall  always  perform  with  a  faithful  heart. 

Your  Majefty's  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
"To 


Lord  CkanceUor  BACON.  -m 


To  the  KING'S  Mojl  Excellent  Majefiy 

fhe  hiimhU  petition  of  the  Lord  Y ervl am ^  Vif count 
St.  Alb  an. 

THAT  whereas  your  fupplicant,  for  reward  of 
full  fixteen  years  iervice  in  the  painfuUeft  places 
of  your  kingdom,  (how  acceptable  or  ufeful,  he 
appcaleth  to  your  Majefty's  gracious  remembrance  J 
had  of  your  Majelly's  gracious  bounty  two  grants, 
both  under  the  great  feal  of  England  ;  the  one  a 
penfion  of  1200I.  the  other  a  farm  of  the  petty 
writs,  about  600 1.  per  annum  in  value,  which  was 
long  fince  alTigned  to  your  fupplicant's  wife's  friends 
in  truft  for  her  maintenance :  which  two  grants  are 
now  the  fubftance  of  your  fupplicant's  and  his  wife's 
means,  and  the  only  remains  of  your  Majefty's  for- 
mer favours,  except  his  dignities,  which,  without 
means,  are  but  burdens  to  his  fortunes  : 

So  it  is,  mod  gracious  Sovereign,  that  both  thefe 
are  now  taken  from  him  ;  the  penfion  flopped,-  the 
ieafe  feized,  the  penfion  being,  at  this  prefent,  in 
arrear  500  1.  and  at  Michaelmafs  800  1.  is  flopped, 
as  he  conceiveth,  upon  the  general  flop  of  penfions  -, 
though  he  hopeth  alTuredly,  that  your  Majelly,  that 
looketh  with  the  gracious  eye  of  a  King,  and  not 
the  flri6l  eye  of  an  ofBcer,  v/ill  behold  his  cafe  as 
efpecial,  if  not  fingular.  The  latter  was  firfl  feized 
for  fatisfa6lion  of  a  private  gentleman,  your  fuppli- 
cant unheard,  and  without  any  fhadow  of  a  legal 
courfe.  Since  it  hath  been  continued,  in  refpedl  of  a 
debt  to  your  Majefly  for  the  arrear  of  rent  upon  the 
fame  farm,  amounting  to  1500  1.  But  whereas  your 
Majefly's  farmers  debtors  for  their  rents,  and  other 
your  debtors,  have  ufually  favours,  fometimes  of 
llallment,  fometimes  upon  equity,  if  their  farms  de- 
cay, or  at  leall  v/hen  they  are  called  upon,  have  days 

C  c  given, 
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given,  put  in  fecurity,  or  the  like;  your  fupplicant 
was  never  fo  much  as  fent  to,  no  warnings  to  pro- 
vide, no  days  given,  but  put  out  of  poflefTion  fud- 
denly,  by  a  private  and  peremptory  warrant,  with- 
out any  Ipark  of  thofe  favours  ufed  to  the  meaneft 
fubjeds.     So  that  now  your  fupplicant  having  left 
little  or  no  annual  income,    is  in  great  extremity, 
having  fpread  the  remnant  of  his  former  fortunes 
in  jewels  and  plate,  and  the  like,  upon  his  poor  cre- 
ditors, havdng  fcarce  left  bread  to  himfelf  and  family. 
In  tender  confideration  whereof,  your  fupplicant, 
and  overthrown  fervant,  doth  implore  your  Majeily's 
grace  and  goodnefs  felt  by  fo  many,  known  to  all, 
and  whereof  he  cannot  live  to  defpair  •,  firft,  in  general, 
that  your  Majefty  will  not  fulfer  him,  upon  whofe 
arm  your  princely  arm  hath  fo  often  been,  when  you 
prefided  in  counfel  (fo  near  he  was)  and  who  hath 
borne  your  image  in  metal,  but  more  in  his  heart, 
utterly  to  perifh  •,  or,  which  is  worfe,  to  live,  in  his 
laft  days,  in  an  abject  and  fordid  condition.     Next, 
in  particular,  that  your  Majefly  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  take  prefent  order  to  have  the  arrear  of 
his  penfion  paid,    and  likewife  that  for  the  future 
it  may  be  fettled,  that  he  be  not  at  courtefy,  nor  to 
beg  at  that  door,  which  is  like  enough  to  be  Ihut 
againfl  him.     Secondly,  that  the  pofleflion  of  his 
wife's  leafe  may  be  reftored  to  her-,  and  this  bit  of 
arrear  to  your  Majefty,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
rem.it  it,  according  to  your  Majefty's  gracious  and 
pious  promife,  when  you  admitted  him  to  you  in  the 
night  of  his  troubles,  which  was,  that  you  would 
not  meddle  with  his  eflate,  but  to  mend  it.     In  the 
reftoring  the  poflefTion,  you  fliall  remove  your  hand 
of  arms  :  in  the  remitting  of  the  rent,  you  Ihali  ex* 
tend  your  hand  of  grace :  and  if  he  be  not  worthy 
of  fo  much  favour,  as  to  have  it  releafed  yet,  that 
it  may  be  refpited  for  fome  good  time,  that  he  may 
make  fomewhat  of  that  his  father  left  him,  and  keep 

him- 
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himfelf  out  of  want,  in  fuch  fort,  that  your  fuppli- 
cant,  that  afpireth  but  to  live  to  fludy,  be  not  put 
to  ftudy  to  live.  And  he,  according  to  his  bounden 
duty,  fhall  not  intermit,  as  ever  he  hath  done,  to 
pray  to  God  for  your  Majefty's  health  and  happinefs. 


To  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IHear  yeilerday  was  a  day  of  very  great  honour 
to  his  Majefty,  which  I  do  congratulate.  I  hope 
alfo  his  Majefty  may  reap  honour  out  of  my  adver- 
fity,  as  he  hath  done  ftrength  out  of  my  profperity. 
His  Majefty  knows  beft  his  own  ways ;  and  for  me 
to  defpair  of  him,  were  a  fm  not  to  be  forgiven.  I 
thank  God  I  have  overcome  the  bitternefs  of  this 
cup  by  Chriftian  refolution  •,  fo  that  worldly  matters 
are  but  mint  and  cumin. 
God  ever  preferve  you. 

Indorfed,  To  my  Lord  Buckingham  after  my  trouhles. 


To  the  Marquis  ^/Buckingham. 


I 


My  very  good  Lord, 

Thought  it  my  duty  to  take  knowledge  to  his 
_  Majefty,  from  your  Lordfnip,  by  the  inclofed, 
that,  much  to  my  comfort,  I  underftand  his  Majefty 
doth  not  forget  me  nor  forfake  me,  but  hath  a 
gracious  inclination  to  me,  and  taketh  care  of  me; 
and  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  the  fame.  I  perceive, 
by  fome  fpeech,  that  pafTed  between  your  Lordfhip 
and  Mr.  Meautys,  that  fome  wretched  detraclpr 
hath  told  you,  that  it  were  ftrangc  I  fhould  be  in 

C  c  2  tkbti 
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debt;  for  that  I  could  not  but  have  received  an 
hundred  thouland  pound  gifts  fince  I  had  the  feal  •, 
which  is  an  abominable  falfehood.  Such  tales  as 
thefe  made  St.  James  fay,  that  the  tongue  is  a  fire, 
and  itfcif  fired  from  Hell,  whither  when  thefe 
tongues  fliall  return,  they  will  heg  a  drop  of  water  to 
cool  them  I  praife  God  for  it,  I  never  took  peny 
tor  any  benefice  or  ecclefiaflical  living;  I  never  took 
peny  for  releafing  any  thing  I  flopped  at  the  feal ;  I 
never  took  peny  tor  any  commiffion,  or  thino-s  of 
that  nature  ;  1  never  ihared  with  any  fervant  for  any 
iecond  or  interior  profit.  My  offences  I  have  myfelf 
recorded,  wherein  I  ftudied,  as  a  good  confeffant 
guiltinefs,  and  not  excufe ;  and  therefore  I  hope  it 
leaves  me  fair  to  the  King's  grace,  and  will  turn 
many  men  s  hearts  to  me. 

As  for  my  debts,  I  fliewed  them  your  LordiLip 
when  you  iaw  tlie  little  houfe  and  the  farm,  befides 
a  ht^tle  wood  or  dcfert,  which  you  faw  not. 

If  thefe  things  were  not  true,  although  the  ioys 
of  the  penitent  be  fometimes  more  than  the  joys  of 
the  innocent,  I  could  not  be  as  I  am. 

God  blefs  you,  and  reward  you  for  your  conftant 
love  to  me.     I  reft,  &:c. 


J)raugJ:t  of  a  Letter  to  the  Marquis  ^/  B  u  c  k  i  x  g« 
HAM,  nor  fent  (f). 

My  Lord, 

T  Say  to  myklf,  that  your  Lordfhip  hath  forfaken 
A  me ;  and  1  think  I  am  one  of  the  laft,  that  findeth 
It,  and  m  notlung  more,  than  that  twice  at  London 

(fj^  Among  Lord  Bacon's  printed  letters,  is  one  without  a 
da;e,  in  wnich^he  comprain.,  us  in  this,  that  Jie  hci.^  t^vice  ncr-^ 
*n  U7itiQn  the  .VI  artiULS  ^Id  ,,o:  -i.'ouchf.fito  fee  him^ 

your 
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your  Lordfhip  would  not  vouchfafe  to  fee  mc,  though 
the  latter  time  I  beaged  it  of  you.  If  your  Lordfliip 
lack  any  juilificarTon  about  York-houfe,  good  my 
Lord,  think  of  it  better;  for  I  allure  your  Lordlhip, 
that  motion  to  me  was  to  me  as  a  fecond  lentence ; 
for  I  conceived  it  fentenced  me  to  the  lofs  ot  that, 
which  I  thoucrht  was  faved  from  the  former  fentence, 
which  is  your  love  and  favour.  But  fure  it  could 
not  be  that  pelting  matter,  but  the  being  out  of 
fio-ht,  out  of  ufe,  and  the  ill  offices  done  me,  perhaps, 
by  fuch,  as  have  your  ear.  Thus  I  think,  and  thus 
I  fpeak ;  for  I  am  far  enough  from  any  balenefs  or 
detrading,  but  lliall  ever  love  and  honour  you, 
howfoever  I  be 

Your  forfaken  friend  and  freed  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 


I 


I'd  the  Marquis  of  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

T  is  in  vain  to  cure  the  accidents  of  a  difeafe, 
^  except  the  caufe  be  found,  and  removed.  I  know 
adverfity  is  apprehenfive  -,  but  I  fear  it  is  too  true, 
that  now  I  have  loft  honour,  power,  profit,  and  h- 
berty,  I  have,  in  the  end,  loft  that,  which,  to  me, 
was  more  dear  than  all  the  reft,  which  is  my  triend. 
A  change  there  is  apparent  and  great-,  and  nothing 
is  more  fure,  than  that  nothing  hath  proceeded  from 
and  fince  my  troubles,  either  towards  your  Lordfliip 
or  towards  the  world,  which  hath  made  me  unwcrtliy 
of  your  undeferved  favours  or  undefired  promifes. 
Good  my  Lord,  deal  fo  nobly  with  me,  as  to  let  mc 
know,  whether  I  ftand  upright  in  your  favour,  that 
either  I  may  enjoy  my  wonted  comtort,  or  fee  my 
crriefs  together,  that  I  mav  the  better  order  them; ; 
^  ^  C  c  3  thougli^ 
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though,  if  your  Lordfhip  fhould  never  think  more 
of  me,  yet  your  form.er  favours  fhould  bind  me 
to  be 

Your  Lordihip's  moft  obliged 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

^0  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  vQvy  good  Lord, 

THIS  extreme  winter  hath  turned,  with  me, 
a  weaknefs  of  body  into  a  flate,  that  I  cannot 
call  health,  but  rather  ficknefs,  and  that  more  dan- 
gerous than  felt,  as  whereby  I  am  not  likely  to  be 
able  to  wait  upon  your  LordHiip,  as  I  defired,  your 
Lordfhip  being  the  perfon,  of  whom  I  promife  my- 
felf  m.ore  almoil  than  of  any  other ;  and,  again,  to 
whom,  in  all  loving  affedion,  I  defire  no  lefs  to  ap- 
prove myfelf  a  true  friend  and  fervant.  My  defire 
to  your  Lordfhip  is  to  admit  this  gentleman,  n>y 
kin  (man  and  approved  friend,  to  explain  to  you  my 
bufmefs,  whereby  to  fave  further  length  of  letter, 
or  the  trouble  of  your  Lordfhip's  wTiting  back. 

T'o  Mr.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

THE  event  of  the  bufinefs,  whereof  you  write, 
is,    it    may  be,    for  the  befc :  for  feeing  my 
Lord,  of  himfelf,  begin nerh  to  come  about,  quorfum 
as  yet  ?    I  could   not  in  my  heart  fuffer  my  Lord 
Digby  to  go  hence  without  my  thanks  and  acknow- 
ledgements. 
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ledgements.     I  fend  my  Letter  open,  which  I  pray 
leal  and  deliver.     Particulars  I  would  not  touch. 

Your  moil  affedtionate  and  afiured  friend, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

To  Mr.  ToBiE  Matthew. 

Good  Mr.  Matthew, 

WHEN  you  write  by  pieces,  it  fheweth  your 
continual  care  ;  for  a  fluih  of  memory  is  not 
fo  much;  and  I  fhall  be  always,  on  my  part,  ready 
to  watch  for  you,  as  you  for  me. 

I  will  not  fail,  when  I  write  to  the  Lord  Marquis^ 
to  thank  his  Lordfhip  for  the  meflage,  and  to  name 
the  nuntius.  And,  to  tell  you  plainly,  this  care,, 
they  fpeak  of,  concerning  my  eftate,  was  more  than 
I  looked  for  at  this  time-,  and  it  is  that,  which  pleafeth 
me  bed.  For  my  deQres  reach  but  to  a  fat  otium. 
That  is  truth  ♦,  and  fo  would  I  have  all  men  think, 
except  the  greateft  j  for  I  know  patents,  ahf(iiie  ali- 
qidd  inde  reddendo^  are  not  fo  eafily  granted. 

I  pray  my  fervice  to  the  Spanifh  Ambafiador,  and 
prefent  him  my  humble  thanks  for  his  favour.  I  am 
much  his  fervant  •,  and  alKes  may  be  good  for  fome- 
what.     I  ever  reft 

Your  moft  affcdionate  and  afTured  friend, 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

I  have  fought  for  your  little  book,  and  cannot  find 
it.  1  had  it  one  day  with  me  in  my  coach.  But  fure 
it  is  fafe  •,  for  I  feldom  lofe  books  or  papers. 

C  c   4  ^^ 
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To  the  Lord  Vifccunt  St.  Alban. 

Moft  honoured  Lord, 
T  Have  received  your  great  and  noble  token  and 

tlhrwf  'f  '  ^'?  °(  "^-P"''  ^"^  ^^"  but  return 
the  humblefr  ot  my  thanks  tor  your  Lordfhip's  vouch- 
iafing  lo  to  vific  this  pooreft  and  unwordiieft  of  your 
Jervants.     It  doth  me  good  at  heart,  that,  although 
I  be  not  where  I  was  in  place,  yet  I  am  in  the  for- 
tune of  your  LordAip's  favour,  if  I  may  call  that 
fortune,  which  I  obferve  to  be  fo  unchangeable.     I 
pray  hard,  that  it  may  once  come  in  my  power  to 
ferve  you  for  ,t;  and  who  can  tell,   but  that,  as 
>-/«  imagtuanogaurat  cafunt,  fo  ftrange  defires  may 
do  as  much  .    Sure_  I  am,  that  mine  are  ever  wait- 
ing on  your  Lordfliip ,  and  wifl^ing  as  much  happi- 
neis    as  ,s  due  to  your  incomparable  virtue,  I  hum- 
bly do  your  Lordfliip  reverence. 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged, 

and  humble  fervanr, 

ToBiE   Matthew. 

t 

l-n!'°''"f^'  '^''^  ^°^  prodigious  wit,  that  ever  I 
knew  of  my  nation,  and  of  this  fide  of  the  fea,  is  of 
your  Lordfhip's  name,  though  he  be  known  by  another 

To  the  Lord  Archbijbop  of  York  (g)- 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  hf  f"  ^''«^"/yie,  than  mine  own,  in  fay- 
^  1.1^,  A:nor  tms  undequaque  fe  ojhndit  ex  Uteris  ttus 

(s)  Dr.  Tohic  MafJiew. 

proximis. 
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proximis,  for  which  I  give  your  Grace  many  thanks, 
and  lb,  with  more  confidence,  continue  my  fuit  to 
your  Lordfhip  for  a  leafe  abfolute  for  twenty  one 
years^of  the  houfe,  being  the  number  of  years,  which 
my  father  and  my  predecefibrs  fulfilled  in  it.  A 
good  fine  requires  certainty  of  term  y  and  I  am  well 
afTured,  that  the  charge  I  have  expended,  in  repa- 
rations, amounting  to  1000  marks  at  leaft  already, 
is  more  than  hath  been  laid  out  by  the  tenants,  that 
have  been  in  it  fince  my  remembrance,  anfwerable 
to  my  particular  circumflance,  that  I  was  born  there, 
and  am  hke  to  end  my  days  there.  Neither  can  I 
hold  my  hand,  but,  upon  this  encouragement,  am 
like  to  be  doing  flill,  which  tendeth  to  the  improve- 
ment, in  great,  meafure,  of  the  inheritance  of  your 
fee  by  fuperlapidations,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  inilead 
of  dilapidations,  wherewith  otherwife  it  might  be 
charged. 

And  whereas  a  ftate  for  life  is  a  certainty,  and 
not  fo  well  feen  how  it  wears,  a  term  of  years  makes 
me   more  depending  upon  you  and  your  fucceflion. 

For  the  providing  of  your  Lordfhip  and  your 
fucceflbrs  a  houfe,  it  is  part  of  the  former  covenant, 
wherein  I  defired  not  to  be  releafed. 

So  afTuring  myfelf  of  your  grant  and  perfedling  of 
this  my  fuit ;  and  afTuring  your  Grace  of  my  earneft 
defire  and  continual  readinefs  to  deferve  well  of  you 
and  yours  chiefly,  and  likewife  of  the  fee  in  any  the 
caufes  or  preeminences  thereof,  I  commend  your 
Grace  to  God's  goodnefs,  refting,  &c. 


r?  Tl^c 
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^  ne  following  letter  being  omitted  in  its  proper 
placey  het'U}€en  p,  44  and  45,  is  inferted  from 
the  original  in  the  Advocate'' s  library  at  Edinburgh. 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moil  excellent  Majefty^ 

WE  have,  with  all  pofTible  care  and  diligence^ 
confidered  Cotton's  (h)  caufe,  the  former  and 
the  latter,  touching  the  book  and  the  letter  in  the 

gilt 

{h)  The  cafe  of  this  gentleman  will  render  the  detail  of  it 

necefTary  for  the  illuftration  of  this  letter;  and  the  circumflances 
of  it,  not  known  in  our  hiftory,  may  be  thought  to  deferve  the 
reader's  attention.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Weft  of  England, 
and  a  recufant,  againil  whom  a  proclamation  was  i.^ued  in  June 
1613,  charging  him  with  high  treafon  againft  the  King  and 
State  for  having  publifhed  a  \'ery  fcandalous  and  railing  book 
2gainft  his  Majefty ,  under  the  title  of  Balaam's  AJsy  which  was  dropt 
in  the  gallery  atWhite-Hall.  Jufl:  at  the  time  of  publifhing  this 
proclamation,  he  happened  to  crofs  the  Thames,  and  enquiring  of 
the  watermen  what  news  ?  they,  not  knowing  him,  told  him  of  the 
proclam.ation.  At  landing,  he  muffled  himfelf  up  in  his  cloke, 
to  avoid  being  known  ;  but  had  not  gone  many  paces,  when  one 
Mr.  Maine,  a  friend  of  his,  meeting  and  difcovering  him, 
warned  him  of  his  danger  ;  and  being  afked  what  he  would  ad« 
vife  him  to  do,  recommended  it  to  him  to  furrender  himfelf;. 
which  he  did  to  the  Earl  of  Southampton.  He  denied  himfelf 
to  be  the  author  of  the  libel :  but  his  ftudy  being  fearched, 
among  his  papers. were  found  many  parts  of  the  book,  together 
with  relics  of  thofe  perfons  \vho  had  been  executed  for  the  gun- 
powder treafon,  as  one  of  Sir  Everard  Digby's  fingers,  a  toe  of 
Thomas  Percy,  fome  other  part  of  Catefby  or  Rookewood,  and 
a  piece  of  one  of  Peter  Lambert's  ribs.  He  was  kept  prifoner 
in  the  Tower  till  March  i6i^,  when  the  true  author  of  the  libel 
vas  difcovered  to  be  John  Williams,  a  lawyer.  The  difcovery 
was  owing  to  this  accident :  a  purfuivant  in  want  of  money,  and 
defirous  to  get  fome  by  his  employment,  waited  at  the  SpaniHi 
Ambafiador's  door,  to  fee  if  he  could  light  upon  any  prey.  At 
lail  came  O'^c  Mr.  Williams,  unknown  to  tlie  purfuivant  \  but  car- 
rying. 
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gilt  apple,  and  have  advifedly  perufed  and  weighed 
all  the  examinations  and  coUedtions,  which  were 
formerly  taken  j  wherein  we  might  attribute  a  good 
deal  of  worthy  induftry  and  watchful  inquiry  to  my 
Lord  of  Canterbury.  We  thought  fit  alfo  to  take 
fome  new  examinations ;  which  was  the  caufe  We 
certified  no  fooner.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  we 
iind  the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment  juft,  and  the 
fufpicions  and  prefumptions  many  and  great ;  which 
w^e  little  need  to  mention,  becaufe  your  Majefly 
did  relate  and  inforce  them  to  us  in  better  per- 
fe6tion,  than  we  can  exprefs  them.  But,  never- 
thelefs,  the  proofs  feem  to  us  to  amount  to  this, 
that  it  was  polTible  he  fhould  be  the  man  -,  and  that 

rying,  in  his  conceit,  the  countenance  of  a  priell.  The  pur- 
fuivant,  therefore,  followed  him  to  his  inn,  where  Williams 
having  mounted  his  horfe,  the  purfuivant  came  to  him,  and 
told  him,  that  he  muft  fpeak  a  word  or  two  with  him.  "  Marry, 
**  with  ail  my  heart,  /aid  JVulmms :  what  is  your  pleafure  r" 
Tou  mil/}  lights  anfwered  the  purfuivant ;  for  you  are  a  prieji. 
**  A  prieft  ?  rrphed  Williams :  I  have  a  good  warrant  to  the 
•«  contrary  ;  for  I  have  a  wife  and  children.'*  Being,  how- 
ever, obliged  to  difmount,  the  purfuivant  fearched  him ;  and 
in  his  pocket  was  found  a  bundle  of  papers  fealed  up  ;  which 
the  purfuivant  going  to  open,  Williams  made  fome  refiftance, 
pretending  they  were  evidences  of  a  gentleman,  whofe  law-bu- 
fincffes  he  tranfadled.  The  purfuivant  infixing  upon  opening 
the  papers,  among  them  was  found  Balaam's  Aj'sy  with  new  an- 
notations; of  which,  upon  examination,  Williams  confefled  him- 
feif  to  be  the  author.  Ke  was  brought  to  the  trial,  and  con- 
demned at  the  King's  Bench  at  Wellminfter  the  3d  of  May  1619, 
and  executed  at  Charing-Crofs  on  the  5th.  MS.  letters  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lorkin  to  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Bart,  dated  at  London, 
June  the  24th  and  30th  1613,  and  March  the  i6th  161^,  and 
May  the  4t:h  and  5th  16 19,  among  the  Harlcian  MSS.  Vol.  7002. 
See  likewife  Camdeni  aiinaUs  Regis  Jaccbi,  p.  43>  44.  It  is  but 
juilice  to  the  memory  of  our  great  antiquary.  Sir  Robert  Cotton, 
Bart,  to  rem.ark  here  a  miflake  of  Dr.  Thomas  Smith  in  his 
Life  of  Sir  Robert,  p.  26.  prchxed  to  his  catalogue  of  the  Cot- 
tonian  library,  where  he  has  confounded  the  Cotton,  mentioned 
in  the  beginning  of  this  note,  v/ith  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  and  erro- 
neouuy  iuppofed,  that  the  fufpicion  of  having  written  the  libel 
hgd  fallen  upon  the  latter. 

it 
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it  was  probable  likewife,  he  was  the  man :  but  no 
convi6ling  proofs,  that  may  fatisfy  a  jury  of  life 
and  death,  or  that  may  make  us  take  it  upon  our 
confcience,  or  to  think  it  agreeable  to  your  Majefty's 
honour  (which,  next  our  confcience  to  God,  is  the 
deareft  thing  to  us  on  earth)  to  bring  it  upon  the 
ftage :  which,  notwithftanding  we,  in  all  humble- 
nefs,  fubmit  to  your  Majefty's  better  judgement. 
For  his  liberty,  and  the  manner  of  his  delivery 
(he  having  fo  many  notes  of  a  dangerous  man) 
we  leave  it  to  your  princely  wifdom.  And  fo, 
commending  your  Majefty  to  God's  precious  cuf- 
tody,  we  reft 


Your  Majeft)^*s  moft  humble 

and  bounden  fervants. 


zi  Jan,  1613. 


Fpv.  Bacon. 
H.    Mont  AG  ir. 
H.  Yelvertok- 
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ham exafperated  againft  him, 
138.  reconciled,  144.  his  ad- 
vice to  the  King  about  re- 
viving the  commiffion  of  fuits, 
142.  fpeaks  with  the  Judges 
concerning  commendams , 
146.  his  great  difpatch  of 
bufinefs  in  Chancery,  156. 
created  Lord  Verulam,  180, 
note  (/'),  defirous  of  being  one 
of  the  Commifiioncrs  to  treat 
with  the  Hollanders,  192. 
returns  thanks  to  the  King 
for  a  favour  granted  him,  199. 
his  letter  to  Frederic  Count 
Palatine,  200.  ordered  to  ad- 
monilh  the  Judges  for  negli- 
gence, 209.  his  advice,  with 
regard  to  currants  and  to- 
bacco, followed  by  the  King, 
212.  gives  a  charge  in  the 
2 


Star-Chamber,  227.  draws 
up  rules  for  the  Star-Cham- 
ber, 230,  advifes  the  King 
to  fit  in  perfon  in  that  court, 
232.  his  letter  to  the  King 
with  his  No'Vum  Organum^ 
235.  thanks  the  King  for 
his  acceptance  of  that  work, 
239.  approves  of  the  King's 
judgement  about  the  procla- 
mation for  calling  a  parlia- 
ment, 240.  notes  of  his  fpeech, 
in  the  Star-Chamber,  againft 
Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  241. 
his  advice  to  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  concerning  the 
patents  granted,  245.  letter 
of  him  and  the  two  Chief 
Juftices,  about  parliament 
bufinefs,  248.  thanks  the 
King  for  creating  him  Vif- 
count  St.  Aiban,  256.  his 
fpeech  to  the  parliament,  258. 
his  letter  to  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  about  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons concening  grievances, 
260.  his  letter  to  the  King, 
26  r.  fpeaks  in  his  own  de- 
fence at  a  conference,  262, 
note  (jn).  his  letter  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
when  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
began  to  accufe  him  of  abufes 
in  his  office,  263.  his  con- 
cern in  incorporating  the  a- 
pothecaries,  264.  memoran- 
da of  what  he  intended  to  de- 
liver to  the  King,  upon  his 
firfl  accefs,  after  his  troubles, 
265,  268.  proceedings  againit 
him,  265,  note  (s).  his  notes 
upon  the  cafe  of  Michael  de  la 
Pole  and  others, 270.  his  letters 
to  Count  Gondomar,  773.  di- 
recled  to  go  to  Gorhambury, 
2-4.  his  letter  to  Charles 
Prince 
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Prince  of  Wales,  275.  to  the 
King,  277,  271,  grant  of 
pardon  to  him,  279.  his  let- 
ter to  Lord  Keeper  Williams, 
2S1.  his  petition  intended  for 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  282.  his 
letter  to  Lord  Digby,  283. 
to  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, 284.  memorial  of  a 
conference  with  the  Marquis, 
286.  his  hiftory  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  VIL  29  ;  his 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Lenox, 
294.  to  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, 295,  296.  to  Mr. 
Tobie  Matthew,  3C0.  defi- 
rous  to  offer  his  houfe  and 
lands  ar.  Gorhambury  to  the 
Marquis,  301,  303.  his  let- 
ter to  the  Marquis,  302.  to 
the  Lord  Vifcoant  Falkland, 
307.  to  Lord  Treafurer  Cran- 
field,  308,  509.  to  Thomas 
Meautys,  Efq;  3 1 1 .  to  Mr. 
Tobie  Matthew,  312.  to  the 
Queen  of  Bohemia,  313.  to 
the  Lord  Keeper,  316.  to 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
317.  to  the  Countefs  of  Buck- 
ingham, 320.  to  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham,  's,  24. memorial 
of  his  accefs  to  the  King,  ibid. 
327.  remembrances  of  what 
he  was  to  fay  to  the  Lord 
Treafurer  Cranfield,  327. 
his  letter  to  the  Marquis,  329, 
331,  332.  to  Sir  Francis  Cot- 
tington,  333.  he  returns  to 
Grey's  Inn,  ibid,  and  note 
(/;J.  his  letter  to  the  King, 
334.  to  Secretary  Conway, 
ibid,  to  Count  Gondomar, 
336.  to  the  Alarquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, 337.  is  obliged  to 
Secretary  Conway,  338.  his 
letter  to  Secretary  Conway, 
ibid,  defirous  of  the  Pro- 
voitlhjp  of  Lton,    ibid,     in- 


tends to  fell  Gorhambury, 
3  39.  his  papers  on  ufury,  ibid. 
his  letter  to  Count  Gondo- 
mar,  340.  to  the  Earl  of 
Brillol,  34I.  to  Sir  Francis 
Ccttington,  ibid,  to  Mr. 
Matthew,  342.  to  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  ibid.  344.  to 
M»-.  Matthew,  345,  346.  his 
hiflory  of  Henry  VIIL  346, 
347.  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  3^8,349,350. 
to  the  King  with  his  book  .iV 
j^ugmcniis  Scientiarumf  3-0.  to 
the  Prince  with  the  fam.e 
book,  351.  his  eifay  on 
friendfhip,  347,  his  confe- 
rence with  the  Duke,  352, 
3o'  354»  35v  letter  of  ad- 
vice to  the  Dake,  358.  de- 
lires  his  writ  of  fummons  to 
parliament,  363.  his  letter 
to  Sir  Francis  Barnham. 
364.  to  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham,    36;,     366,      367; 

368.  to  Sir  Richard  Weflon, 
367.  to  Sir  Humphrey  May, 

369,  381.  to  Sir  Robert  ?ye, 
376.  to  Edward  Earl  ofDor- 
fet,  377.  letter  to  him  from 
Mr.  Roger  Palmer,  379.  to 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
380.  to  Monf.  d*Effiat,  382. 
to  King  James  L  3S3,  384.. 
his  petition  to  King  James  L 
385.  his  letters  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham,  387, 
3SS,  389,  390.  to  Mr.  Mat- 
thew, 390,  591.  to  the  Arch • 
bifliop  of  York,  392.  to  the 
King  on  Cotton's  cafe,  394. 

Bacon  (Sir  Nicolas)  an  old  ai- 

rear  demanded  of  him,  362. 

indebted  to  the  crown,  378. 
Balaam's  Ass,  the  title   cf  a 

libel  againrt    King  James  L 

3g4,  note  (h). 
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Barn-ham  (Sir  Francis)  letter 
to  him  from  Lord  St.  Alban, 

364. 

Baronets  :    letter     to     King 

James  1.    from    Sir    Francis 

Bacon,    on   that   order,    34. 

when  iirft   created,  34.  note 

Basset  (Robert)  169. 

Bayly  (Dr.  Lewis)  Biihop  of 

Bangor ;  a  book  of  his  to  be 

examined,     221,    222,     and 

note  (f), 

Baynton  or   Bainham,   143, 
144. 

Be  CHER  (William)  84.  refigns 
his  pretenfions  to  the  Provofl- 
fhip  of  Eton,  338,  noiQ(l), 

Belfast  (Lord)  354,   357,  and 
note  (d). 

Ben  BOW  (Mr.)  289. 

Bennet  (Sir  John)  128,  238. 
pardoned,  382. 

Bernardi  (Philip)  197. 

Bertram  (John)  his  cafe,   104, 
and  note  (0). 

BiNGLEY  (Sir  John)  his  anfvver 
in  the  Star-Chamber,       228. 

Blackstones    (Sir     Thomas) 

Blundell    (Sir  Francis)    192, 

234, 

Bohemia  (Queen  of)  her  caufe 

recommended  by  Lord  Bacon, 

361,  362. 

Borough  (John)  2S9,  and  note 

(^). 

BjIackley    (\  ifcount)    created 

Earl  of   Bridgevvater,     117, 

118. 

Britten  (Sir  Flenry)         219. 

Bromley  (Edward)  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer,  103. 

Brooke  (Fuik.  Grevile,  Lord) 

looks  over  the  mauufcript  of 

Lord   Bacon's'  hiilory  of  the 

reign  of  King  Henry  VIL 

zgi,   2C2, 


Buckingham  (George  Earl, 
&c.  of)  fee  ViLLiERs 
(George.) 

Buckingham  (Mary  Countefs 
of)  letter  to  her  from  Lord 
Bacon,  320.  memorandums 
for  his  Lordflup's  conference 
with  her,  328. 

C. 

C-^sAR  (Sir  Julius)  164,  171, 
227* 

Calvert  (Sir  George)  Secre- 
tary of  State,  205 .  appointed 
to  fpeak  with  the  Countefs 
of  Exeier,  214.  letter  to  him 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
221, 

Casaubon    (Ifaac)     letter    to 

him  from  Sir  Francis  Bacon, 

26. 

Cecil  (Sir  Robert)  letters  to 
him  from  Mr.  Francis  Bacon, 
21,  23,  25.  charader  of 
him   by   the   fame,    26,   30, 

Chamberlain  (John)  Efq;  a 
correfpondent  of  Sir  Dudley 
Carleton,  16. 

Chaworth  (Sir  George)   160. 

Clifford  (Lady)   letter  to  her 

from  the   Lord    Chancellor, 

194. 

Coke  (Edward)  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, infults  Mr.  Francis  Ba- 
con, 22.  knighted,  ibid,  note 
(n),  and  made  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
ibid,  innovations  introduced 
by  him  into  the  laws  and  go- 
vernment, 53.  fills  part  of 
the  charge  againll  the  Earl  of 
Somerfet  with  many  frivo- 
lous things,  66.  anfwers  for 
the  Earl's  jewels,  7 1 .  adive 
in  examming  into  the  poifon- 
ing 
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jRg  Sir   Thomas   Overbury, 
77.  cited  before  the  council, 
90,  and  forbid  to  fit  at  Weft- 
minfler,  91.     letter  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Villiers   concerning 
him,  9^ — 96.  remembrances 
of  the  King's  declaration  a- 
gainft  him,  96.    his  letter  to 
the  King  concerning  the  cafe 
of  murder  or  felony  commit- 
ted  by  one  Engliihman  upon 
another  in  a  foreign  kingdom, 
107.  exafperates  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham  againft  the  Lord 
Keeper    Bacon,     138 — 141. 
his  Reports  examined  by  the 
Judges,    146.  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham   has   no    power 
with  him,  260. 

CoLLEs    (Mr.)    recommended 
by  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Alban 
to  Edward  Earl   of  Dorfet, 
377. 

COMMENDAMS,  146. 

CoMPTON,  (Spencer  Lord)  225, 

Conway  (fecretary)  letter  to 
him  from  Lord  Vifcount  St. 
Alban,  334.  kind  to  Lord 
Vifcount  St.  Alban,  338.  let- 
ter to  him  from  that  Lord, 
ibid,  wifhes  that  Lord  well, 
366. 

Constable  (Sir  John)       225. 

(Lady)  ibid. 

CoTTiNGTON  (Sir  Francis)  let- 
ters to  him  from  Lord  Vif- 
count St.  Alban,     333,  341. 

Cotton  (Sir  John)   163,    165, 
167. 

Cotton  (Sir  Robert)  backward 
in  furnilliing  Lord  Bacon  with 
materials  for  his  life  of  King 
Henry  VIH.  346. 

Cotton    (Sir  Rowland)    177, 
and  note  (c),  176. 

Cotton  (Mr.)  imprifoned  on 
fufpicion  of  being  author  of 


a  libel  againft  King  J?.mcs  I. 
394,  €iOte  (hj. 

Coventry  (Sir  Ihomas)  his 
chara'5ler  by  Sir  Francis  Ba- 
con, 101.  did  his  part  well 
in  the  profecution  of  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  2c8.  ordered  to 
come  well  prepared  for  the 
King,  238.  ordered  to  pre- 
pare a  book  for  the  King's 
fignature,  253.  made  Attor- 
ncy'General,  254.  his  letter 
to  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Al- 
ban jufl  before  he  was  made 
Lord  Keeper   of   the   Great 

^  Seal,        ^  57g. 

Cox  (Sir  Richard)  46,  and  note 

.    .      ('■) 

Cranfield  (Sir  Lionel)    149, 

153.  fome  account  of  him, 

154.  note  (n).    made  Lord 
Tresfurer,       304,  note  (g). 

Crew  (Sir  Randolph)  64,  202. 

CuFFE  (Henry)  his  remark  on 
Lord  Bacon's  Novurn  Orga- 
numy  £36,  note  (q). 


Dallington  (Robert)       231. 

Darcy  (Lord)  of  the  Korth  : 
his  caufe  in  the  Star-Cham- 
her  againft  Gervaie  Mark- 
ham,  Efq;  102,  note  (l), 

Davie s  (Sir  John)  206,  and 
rote  (t), 

D E N  H  A  :.i  (Sir  John}  Chief  J uf- 
tice  of  Ireland,         n-,  1 16. 

Denkis  (Gab'iel)  iq-^, 

Digby  (Sir  John'  70,  note  (e), 
87.  additional  irjllruCtions  to 
him,  109.  appointed  to  fpesk 
with  the  Countefs  of  Exeter, 
214.  letter  to  him  from  Lord 
Vifcount  St.  Alban,  ^83,  341. 

Digby  (Thomas)  204.. 

D  d  DoD- 
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DoDDERiDGE  (Judge)         164. 

Douglas  (Sir  Robert)        -231. 

D'Oyley  (Robert)  229. 

Dutch    merchants    profecuted 

for  exporting  gold  and  filver 

coin,    191,    2c6,   211,    215, 

216,  220,   221. 

Dyer  (Sir  Edward)  152. 


Edmon'Des  (Sir  Thomas)  re- 
commended by  the  Lord 
Keeper  Bacon  to  his  niece 
for  an  hufband,  1 14. 

Effiat  (Monfieur  d')  letter  to 
him  from  the  Lord  Vifcount 
St.  Alban,  382. 

Egerton  (Sir  Thomas)  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  : 
letter  to  him  from  IVIr.  Francis 
Bacon,  16.  twice  Lord  High 
Steward,  73.  employed  in  the 
inquiry  into  the  death  of  Sir 
Thomas  Overbury,  77.  joint 
letter  of  him  and  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  concerning  the  Lord 
Chief  Jultice  Coke,  93  —  96. 
dies,  106,  note    (q.) 

Egerton,  (Sir  Rowland  and 
Mr.  Edward)-  their  caufe  in 
Chancery,  14;^,    161. 

Englefeld  (Sir  Francis)  his 
letter  to  the  Lord  Keeper  Ba- 
con, 149.  fined  for  charging 
the  Lord  Keeper  Williams 
v^'iih  bribery,  ibid,  note  (h). 
his  caufe  in  Chancery  recom- 
mended by  the  Murquis  of 
Buckingham,  181,   191. 

Ernest,  Archduke  of  Auftria, 
3,  note  (a). 
Essex  (Earl  of)  his  device  exhi- 
bited before  Queen  Elizabeth, 
4,  note  (f).  fublUnce  of  a 
letter  written  to  the  Queen 
for  him  by  Mt.  Francis  Ba- 
con, ;;. 


Exeter  (Countefs  of)  falfly 
accufed  by  Lady  Lake  and 
Lady  Roos,  202,  note  (r). 
her  caufe  in  the  Star-Cham- 
berj  ibid,  and  213,  214. 


F. 


Fleming  (Sir  Thomas)  Lord 
Chief  Juilice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  dies,  41,  and  note;^^^. 

FoLiAMBE  (Francis)  183. 

Fo\yLE  (iVIr.)  177. 

Francis  (Matthew)  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  has  a  quarrel  with 
Mr.  CoUes,  377. 

Fullerton  (Sir  James)  letter 
to  him  from  the  Lord  Keeper 
Bacon,  160. 

G. 

Gage  (VIr.)       223,  347,  349. 

Galileo,  6o,    195. 

Gawen  (Sir  John)  173. 

Gerard  (Sir Thomas)  151.  re- 
commended by  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  237. 

Godfrey,  Bifhopof Luca,    50. 

Gondomar  (Count  de)  his  re- 
fen  tment  againll  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  178.  infuhed  by  the 
apprentices  of  London,  ibid, 
and  note  (ej.  fends  his  com- 
pliments to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, 226.  writes  a  letter  to 
his  Lordfhip,  221.  letter  to 
him  from  Lord  St.  Alban, 
336.  letters  to  him  from  Lord 
Bacon,  275,  336,  340.  a 
great  friend  of  his  Lordfhip, 
3C0.  in  no  credit  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales  or  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  347. 

Goodere  (Sir  Henry)     58,  85. 
Graxdison  (Lord)  351. 

Gre- 
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Greville  (Sir  Fulk)  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchec^uer,  217. 
See  Brooke. 

H. 

Han  SB  YES,  their  caufe  in  Chan- 
cery, 177,  and  note  f^J. 

Harper  (Sir  John)  151. 

Hatton    (Lady)    removes    her 

daughter,  topreventher being 

married  to  Sir  John  A'illiers, 

134,  note  (a). 

Haughton  (Sir Richard)     1,2. 

Heath  (Robert)  made  Scllicitor 
General,  256,  285. 

Helwisse  (Sir  Gervafe)  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  75,  note 
(r).  difcovered  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  murder  of  Sir 
Thomas  Overbury,     75,  jt. 

Henry  (Prince)  infolence  of 
Sir  7  homas  Overbury  to  him, 
65.  his  death  imputed  to  the 
Earl  of  Somerfet,        66,  67. 

HtXRY  IL  laii  King  of  France 

of  value,   except  Henry  IV. 

556. 

HoBAfiT  (Sir  Henry)  42,  and 
note  j'7j,  52,  164,  180,  2c6. 
likely  to  die,  255. 

HoRNSBY  (Francis)  183, 

Houghton  (Sir  Gilbert)      51. 

HuDDY     (John    and    Richard) 

167. 

Hukeley  (Thomas)  his  caufe 
recommended  by  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham  to  the  Lord 
Keeper  Bacon,  153. 

Hunsdon  (John  Baron  of)  51. 

Hunt  (John)  168. 

Huntingdon  (Earl  of)       i^f. 

Hutton  (Judge)  164.. 

HuTroN  (Luke)  perfonated  by 
Lady  Roos,  225. 


of  being  taxed  by  the  Earl  of 

Somerfet  on  his  trial,  p.  62. 
and  note  (fj.  his  apoliilles  on 
the  heads  of  the  charge  a- 
gaini^  the  Earl  of  Somerfet, 
66,  ( J.  inquires  into  the  poi- 
fonirg  of  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury, 76,  77.  goes  to  Scot- 
land, 108,  note  (s).  holds  a 
parliament  in  Scotland,  123. 
his  anfvver  to  a  letter  of  the 
Lord  Keeper,  133.  angry 
with  his  Lordfhip  and  the  At- 
torney General,  138 — 141, 
142,  144.  promifes  to  for- 
give his  Lordfhip,  145.  his 
remark  on  Lord  Bacon's  Ko- 
<vum  Orgaiium,  236,  note  (q), 
looks  over  the  manufcript 
of  his  Lorddiip's  hiflory  of 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  VH. 
291.  memorial  of  Lord  Ba- 
con's accefs  to  his  Majefty, 
321.  letters  to  him  from  Lord 
Vifcount  St.Alban,  383,  384. 

Ingram  (Sir  Arthur)  285,  304, 
308,  309,  310,  326. 

Jones  (Dr. Thomas)  Archbifhop 

of  Dublin  :  letter  to  him  from 

the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon, 

171. 

Jones  (Sir  William)  Chief  Juf- 
tice  of  Ireland  :  letter  to  him 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Bacon,  172. 

Ireland,  fafety  of  it  recom- 
mended, 354,   357. 

K. 


K1LLIGS.EW  (Sir  Robert) 
KiRKKAM  (Mr.) 

L. 


215. 

219. 


■*•  Lake    (Sir  Thomas)    Secretary 

James  I.  (King)    apprehcnfive         of  State,    58,   86.   fworn  of 
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the 
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Council    in    Scotland,     127, 

213. 

L.MCE   (Lady)    her    fabmiffion, 

213- 

L?iGH  (B.irnaby)  I  5  2. 

LsNOx  (Duke  of)  Lord  Steward 
of  the  King's  houlhold,  em- 
ployed in  the  inquiry  into  the 
po;!oning  of  Sir  Thomas  O- 
rerbary,  77.  fent  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  207.  his  letter 
to  Lord  St.  Aiban,  293. 

LiRMA  (Duke  of)  223. 

Lewis  (Mr.)  licenfe  granted  to 
him,  201. 

LfT  (Sir  James)  Lord  Ley, 
Lord  Treafurer,  well  affeified 
to  Lord  V^iicouat  St.  Alban's 
intereH:,     376,  and  note  (z). 

LovEACE  (Leonard)  229. 

LowDER  (Mr.)  Sollicitor  to  the 
Queen,  made  one  of  the  Ba- 
rons of  the  Exchequer  in  Ire- 
laiid,  128,   136. 

M. 

Man? ELL  (Sir  Robert)  com- 
mitted to  the  Marilialfea,  and 
broi!ght  before  the  Council- 
Tdble,  a6,  4'-,  and  note  (fj. 
his  account  brought  in  {lowly 
in  the  Kirg's  opinion,      185, 

Markham  (Gervafe)   Efq;  his 

quarrel    with     Lord     Darcy, 

102. 

Martin  (Richard)  Efq;  his  let- 
ter to  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  83. 
account  of  him,  i  bid.  note ''^,,'. 

Martin  (Lady)  vvidovv  of  Sir 
Richard  iVIa;  tin  :  her  cauie 
rccomn>ended  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  by  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham,  253. 
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FRANCIS    BACON, 

Lord  Vifcount  St.  A  l  b  a  n. 


t3] 

7o  sir  Thomas  E  g  e  r  t  o  n,    Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  {a). 

May  it  pleafe  your  honourable  good  Lordlhip, 

OF  your  Lordiliip's  honourable  difpofition,  both 
generally  and  to  me,  I  have  that  belief,    as 
what  I  think,  I  am  not  afraid  to  fpeak  -,  and  what 
I  would  fpeak,  I  am  not  afraid  to  write.    And  there- 
fore I  have  thought  to  commit  to  letter  Ibme  mat- 
ter, whereunto  [which]   I   have    been   [conceived] 
led  [into  the  fame]  by  two  motives  -,    the  one,  the 
confideration  of  my  own  eflate  ;  the  other,  the  ap- 
petite, which  I  have  to  give  your  Lordfhip  fome  evi- 
dence of  the  thoughtful  and  voluntary  defire,  which 
is  in  me,   to  merit  well  of  your  moft  honourable 
Lordfhip :     which   defire    in    me   hath  been    bred 
chiefly  by  the  confent  I   have  to  your  great  virtue 
come  in  good  time  to  do   this  ftate  pleaiure  •,    and 
next  by  your  loving  courfes  held  towards  me,  ef- 
pecially  in  your  nomination  and  inablement  of  me 
long  lince   to  the  folicitor's    place,  as  your  Lord- 
fhip beft   knows.       Which   your   two    honourable 
friendfhips  I  efteem  fomuch  [in  fo  great  fort,]  as  your 
countenance  and  favour  in  my  pra<5tife,    which  are 
fomewhat  to  my  poverty  j  yet  I  count  them,  not  the 
befl    [greatefl]  part  of   the  obligation,    wherein  I 
ftand  bound  to  you. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  pray  you  right  humbly, 
that  you  will  vouchfafe  your  honourable  licence  and 

{a)  From  the  original  draught  in  the  library  of  Qiieen's 
College,  Oxford,  Arth.  D.  2.  thecopv  of  which  was  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  Thomas  Tyrvvhytt,£fq;  clerk  of  the  Honou- 
rable Houfe  of  Commons.  Si'r  William  Dugdale  in  his 
Baronage  of  England^  Vol.  II.  p.  438,  has  given  two  fhort 
pafTages  of  this  letter  tranfcribed  by  him  from  the  unpublifbed 
original. 
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{)atience,  that  I  may  exprefs  to  you,  what  in  a  doubt- 
ul  liberty  I  have  thought  fit,  partly  by  way  of 
praying  your  help,  and  partly  by  way  of  offering 
my  good  will;  partly  again  by  way  of  prc-occupat- 
ing  your  conccipt,  left  you  may  in  fome  things 
miftake. 

My  eftate,  to  confefs  a  truth  to  your  Lordfliip, 
is  weak  and  indebted,  and  needcth  comfort  •,  for 
both  my  father,  though  I  think  I  had  greateft 
part  in  his  love  to  all  his  children,  yet  in  his  wif- 
dom  ferved  me  in  as  a  lafl  comer  \  and  mylelf,  in 
mine  own  induftry,  have  rather  referred  and  af- 
pired  to  virtue  than  to  gain:  whereof  I  am  not 
yet  wife  enough  to  repent  me.  But  the  while, 
whereas  Solomon  fpeaketh,  that  ivant  cometh  firft 
-like  aivay-fa7'mg  lUdLriy  and  after  Wkc  iin  armed /nan^ 
I  muft  acknowledge  to  your  Lordihip  myfelf  to  [be] 
inprimo  gradu\  tor  it  ilealcth  upon  me.  But  for 
the  fccond,  that  it  fhould  not  be  able  to  be  refilled, 
I  hope  in  God  I  am  not  in  that  cafe ;  for  the  pre- 
venting whereof,  as  I  do  depend  upon  God's  provi- 
dence all  in  all,  fo  in  the  fame  his  providence  I  'icc^ 
opened  unto  me  three  not  unlikely  expcdations  of 
help  :  the  one  my  pra6life  •,  the  other  lome  pro- 
ceeding in  the  Queen's  fervice  ;  the  third  [the] 
place  I  have  in  reverfion  -,  which,  as  it  ftandeth  now 
unto  me,  is  but  like  another  man's  ground  reaching 
upon  my  houfe,  which  may  mend  my  profpedt,  but 
it  doth  not  fill  my  barn. 

For  my  praclife,  it  preluppofcth  my  health,  which, 
if  ^I  (hould  judge  of,  as  a  man  that  judgeth  of  a 
fair  morrow  by  a  fair  evening,  I  might  have  reafon 
to  value  welL  But  myfeif  having  this  error  of 
mind,  that  I  am  apter  to  conclude  m  every  thing  of 
change  from  the  prefent  tenfethan  of  a  continuance, 
do  make  no  fuch  appointment.  Befides,  1  am  not  fo 
tar  deceived  in  myfelf,  but  that  I  know  very  well, 
and  I  think  your  Lordfliip  is  viajs-r  cerdcy  and  in 

your 
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your  wifdom  you  note  it  more  deeply  than  I  can  in 
mylelf,  that  in  pradifing  the  law,  I  play  not  all 
my  bed  game,  which  maketh  me  accept  it  with  a 
niji  quid  pctius^  as  the  bcil  of  my  fortune,  and  a 
thing  agreeable  to  better  gifts  than  mine,  buc 
not  to  mine. 

For  my  placing,  your  Lordiliip  beft  knows, 
that  when  1  was  much  dejedled  with  her  Majefty's 
ftrange  dealing  towards  me,  it  pleafed  you  of 
your  fingular  favour  fo  far  to  comfort  and  en- 
courage me,  as  to  hold  me  worthy  to  be  ex- 
cited to  think  of  fucceeding  your  Lordihip  in  your 
Iccond  place  [h)  -,  fignify^ing  in  your  plainnefs,  tha^ 
no  man  ihould  better  content  yourfelf :  which  your 
exceeding  favour  you  have  not  fince  varied  from, 
both  in  pleading  the  like  fignificatbn  into  the  hands 
of  fome  of  my  beft  friends,  and  alfo  in  an  honour- 
able and  anlwerable  nomination  and  commendation 
of  me  to  her  Majefty.  Wherein  I  hope  your  Lord- 
fliip,  if  it  pleafe  you  to  call  to  mind,  did  find  me 
neither  overweening  in  prefuming  too  much  upon 
it,  nor  much  deceived  in  my  opinion  of  the  event 
for  the  continuing  it  ftill  in  yourfelf,  nor  fleepy 
in  doing  fome  good  offices  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 

Now  upon  this  matter  I  am  to  make  your  Lord- 
(hip  three  humble  requefts,  which  had  need  be  very 
reafonable,  coming  io  many  together.  Firft,  that 
your  Lordlhip  will  hold  and  make  good  your  wifhes 
towards  me  in  your  own  time  •,  for  no  other  I  mean 
is  ;  and  in  thankfulnefs  thereof,  I  will  prefent  your 
Lordfliip  with  the  faireft  flower  of  my  eftate ; 
though  it  yet  bear  no  fruit;  and  that  is  the 
poor  rcverfion,  which  of  her  Majefty's  gift  I  hold; 

{b)  The  maftcr-fhip  of  the  Rolls  j  which  office  the  Lord 
Keeper  held  till  the  Lord  Bruce  was  advanced  to  it,  May 
18,   1603. 
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in  the  which  I  fhall  be  no  lefs  willing  Mr.  John 
Egerton  {c\  if  it  feem  good  to  you,  fnould  lucceed 
me  in  that,  than  I  would  be  willing  to  fucceed  your 
Lordfhip  in  the  other  place. 

My  next  humble  requeft  is,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip would  believe  a  proteftation,  which  is,  that  if 
there  be  now  againfl  the  next  term,  or  hereafter  (for 
a  little  bought  knowledge  of  the  court  teacheth  me 
to  forefee  thefe  things)  any  heaving  or  palting  at 
that  place,  upon  mine  honefly  and  troth,  my  fpirit 
is  not  in,  nor  with  it ;  I,  for  my  part,  being  refo- 
lutely  relolved  not  to  proceed  one  pace  or  degree 
in  this  matter  but  with  your  Lordiliip's  foreknow- 
ledge and  approbation.  The  truth  of  which  pro- 
teftation  will  beft  appear,  if  by  any  accident, 
v/hich  I  look  not  for,  I  fhall  receive  any  further 
ftrength.  For,  as  I  now  am,  your  Lordiliip  may 
impute  it  only  to  policy  alone  in  me,  that  being 
^'ithout  prefent  hope  myfelf,  I  would  be  content 
the  matter  fleep. 

My  third  humble  petition  to  your  Lordfhip  is,  that 
you  would  believe  an  intelligence,  and  not  take  it  for 
a  li6t:ion  in  court ;  of  which  manner  I  like  Cicero's 
fpeech  well,  who  writing  to  Appius  Claudius  faith ; 
Sin  autem  qu,e  tihi  ipfi  in  mentem  veniant^  ea  aliis  tri- 
huere  foles^  inducis  gmus  fermonis  in  aymcitiam  mi- 
nime  liber  ale.  But  I  do  affure  your  Lordfhip,  it 
is  both  true  and  frefh,  and  frorn  a  perfon  of  that 
ibrt,  as  having  fome  glimpfe  of  it  before,  I   now 

{c)  fecond  fon  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  whofc  eldeft  Ton  Sir 
Thomas,  knighted  at  Cadiz  upon  the  taking  it  in  1596  by 
the  Earl  of  H^tx^  died  in  Ireland,  whither  he  attended  that 
Earl  in  1599,  as  Mr.  John  Egerton  likewife  did,  and  was 
knighted  by  his  Lordfhip,  and  at  the  coronation  of  King  James 
%yas  made  knight  of  the  Bath.  He  fuccecded  his  father  in  the 
titles  of  Baron  of  Ellefmere  and  Vifcount  Brackley,  and  on 
the  17th  of  May,  161 7,  was  created  Earl  of  Bridge- 
water, 
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reft  fully  confirmed  in  it  :  and  it  is  this,  that  there 
lliould  be  a  plot  laid  of  fome  flrength  between  Mr. 
Attorney  General  (^;,  and  Mr.  Attorney  of  the 
Wards  (t'},  for  the  one's  remove  to  the  Rolls,  and 
the  other  to  be  drawn  to  his  place.  Which,  to  be 
plain  with  your  Lordfhip,  1  do  apprehend  much. 
For  firft,  I  know  Mr.  Attorney  General,  whatfo- 
ever  he  pretendeth  or  protefteth  to  your  Lordfliip, 
or  any  other,  doth  feek  it  -,  and  I  perceive  well  by 
his  dealing  towards  his  beft  frknds,  to  whom  he 
oweth  moft,  hov/  perfedly  he  hath  conned  the  adage 
of  prcxmus  egomet  mihi :  and  then  I  fee  no  man 
ripened  for  the  place  of  the  Rolls  in  competition 
with  Mr.  Attorney  General.  And  laftly,  Mr.  At- 
torney of  the  Wards  being  noted  for  a  pregnant 
and  ftirring  man,  the  obje6tion  of  any  hurt  her 
Majefty's  bufinefs  may  receive  in  her  caufes  by  the 
drawing  up  of  M-r.  Attorney  General,  will  wax 
cold.  And  yet  neverthelefs,  if  it  may  pleafe  your 
Lordfhip  to  pardon  me  fo  to  fay,  of  the  fecond 
of  thofe  placings  I  think  with  fome  fcorn  -,  only  I 
commend  the  knowledge  hereof  to  your  Lordfliip's 
wifdom,   as  a  matter  not  to  be  negle6led. 

And  now  laftly,  my  honourable  good  Lord,  for 
my  third  poor  help,  I  account  [it]  will  do  me 
fmall  good,  except  there  be  a  heave ;  and  that  is  this 
place  of  the  Star-Chamber.  I  do  confefs  ingenu- 
oufly  to  your  Lordfhip,  out  of  my  love  to  the  pub- 
lick,  befides  my  particular,  that  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  rules  without  examples  will  do  little  good,  at 
Icaft  not  to  continue ;  but  that  there  is  fuch  a  con- 
cordance betv/een  the  time  to  come,  and  the  time 
pafTed,     as    there   will    be  no    reforming  the  one 

(d)  Coke. 

(e)  Probably  Sir  Thomas  Hefkett,  who  died  15  Oi5^ober 
1605,  and  has  a  monument  creeled  to  his  memory  in  Wefl- 
■minlter- Abbey. 
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iwithout  informing  of  the  other.  And  I  will  ncrtr, 
as  the  proverb  is,  fpit  againft  the  wind,  but 
yield  fo  far  to  a  general  opinion,  as  there  was  never 
a  more  *  *  or  particular  example.  But  I  fubmit  it 
wholly  to  your  honourable  grave  confideration  ;  only 
I  humbly  pray  you  to  conceive,  that  it  is,jiot  any 
money,  that  I  have  borrowed  of  Mr.  Mills,  ..or  any 
gratification  I  receive  for  my  aid,  that  makes  me 
Ihew  myfelf  any  ways  in  it,  but  fimply  a  delire  to 
preferve  the  rights  of  the  office,  as  far  as  it  is  meet 
and  incorrupt  •,  and  fecondly  his  importunity,  who 
jieverthelefs,  as  far  as  I  fee,  taketh  a  courfe  co  bring 
this  matter  in  queftion  to  his  farther  difadvantage, 
and  to  be  principal  in  his  own  harm.  But  if  it  be 
true,  that  I  have  heard  of  more  than  one  or  two, 
that  befides  this  fore-running  in  taking  of  fees, 
there  are  other  deep  corruptions,  which  in  an  ordi* 
nary  courfe  are  intended  to  be  proved  againft  him  ; 
furely,  for  my  part,  I  am  not  fuperftitious,  as  I  will 
not  take  any  (hadow  of  it,  nor  labor  to  flop  it, 
fince  it  is  a  thing  medicinable  for  the  office  of  the 
realm.  And  then  if  the  place  by  fuch  an  occafion 
or  otherwife  fhould  come  in  pofleffion,  the  better  ta 
teftify  my  affedion  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  fhould  be 
glad,  as  I  offered  it  to  your  I^ordfhip  by  way  of 
ffurrender]  fo  in  this  cafe  to  offer  it  by  way  of  joint- 
patency,  in  nature  of  a  reverfion,  which,  as  it  is 
now,  there  wanteth  no  good  will  in  me  to  offer,  but 
that  both  in  that  condition  it  is  not  worth  the  offer- 
ing •,  and  befides,  I  know  not  whether  my  necef- 
fity  may  inforce  me  to  fell  it  away  ^  which,  if  it 
were  locked  in  by  any  reverfion  or  joint-patency,  I 
were  difabled  to  do  for  my  relief. 

Thus  your  Lordihip  may  perceive  how  affured  a 
pepuafion  I  have  of  your  love  towards  me,  and 
care  of  me  ;  which  hath  made  me  fo  freely  to  com- 
municate of  my  poor  ftate  with  your  Lordfhip,  as 
\  couid  h^ve  done  to  my  hoifourable  father,  if  he 
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had  lived  :  which  t  moft  humbly  pray  your  Lord* 
ihip  may  be  private  to  yourlelf,  to  whom  I  com- 
mit it  to  be  ufed  to  fuch  purpofe,  as  in  your  wif- 
dom  and  honourable  love  and  favour  fhould  feem 
good.  And  fo  humbly  craving  pardon,  I  commend 
your  I />rdlhip  to  the  divine  preservation. 

At  your  Lordfhip's  honourable 

commandment  humbly  and  particularly. 


In  Henricum   Principem  Wallia   Elogium  Fran- 
cisci  Baconi  (^a), 

HENRICUS  primogenitus  Regis  Magn as  Bri- 
tannic,  Princeps  Wallia?,  antea  fpe  beatus, 
nunc  memoria  felix,  diem  fuum  obiit  6.  Novemb. 
anno  161 2.  Is  magno  totius  regni  lu6tu  et  defide- 
rio  extindus  eft,  utpote  adolefcens,  qui  animos  ho- 
minum  nee  offendiiTet  nee  fatialiet.  Excitaverac  au- 
tem  propter  bonam  indolem  multiplices  apud  plu- 
rimos  omnium  ordinum  fpes,  nee  ob  brevitatem 
vitas  fruftraveratv  Illud  imprimis  accelnt,  quod 
in  causa  religionis  firmus  vulgo  habebatur :  pru- 
dentioribus  quoque  hoc  animo  penitus  infiderat, 
adverius  infidias  conjurationum  (cui  malo  astas 
noftra  vix  remedium  reperit)  patri  eum  inflar 
praefidii  et  fcuti  fuifTe,  adeo  ut  et  religionis  et 
regis  apud  populum  amor  in  eum  redunoaret,  et 
in  asftimationem  ja6lur^  merito  annumeiaretur. 
Erat  corpore  validus  et  ereftus,  ftatura  mediocri, 

(a)  Harl.  MSS.  Vol.  1893.  fol.  7^.  It  Teems  to  me  no 
improbable  fupporitlon,  that  this  chsrader  was  nuendea  to  be 
fent  to  Thuanus,  in  order  to  be  inferted  in  his  excellent  hiftory, 
if  he  fhonM  have  continued  it  to  the  year  1612,  whereas  it 
reached  only  to  1607. 

decora 
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decora  membrorum  compage,  incefTu  regio,  facie 
oblonga  et  in  maciem  inclinantc,  habitu  plenior, 
vultu  compofito^  oculorum  motu  magis  fedato  quam- 
forti.  Inerant  quoque  et  in  fronte  feveritatis  figna, 
et  in  ore  nonnihil  faftus.  Sed  tamen  fi  quis  ultra 
exteriora  iila  penetraverat,  et  eum  obfequio  debito 
€t  fermone  tempeflivo  deliniverat,  utebatur  eo  be- 
nigno  et  faciii,  ut  alius  longe  videretur  colloquio 
quam  afpedu,  talifque  prorllis  erat,  qui  famam 
fui  excitaret  moribus  difTimilem.  Laudis  et  gloriae 
fuit  procul  dubio  appetens,  et  ad  omnem  fpeciem 
boni  et  auram  decoris  commovebatur ;  quod  ado- 
lefcenti  pro  virtutibus  eft.  Nam  et  arma  ei  in 
-honore  erant  ac  viri  militares  •,  quin  et  ipfe  quiddam 
bcllicum  fpirabat  •,  et  magnificentise  operum  (licet 
pecuniae  alioquin  fatis  parens)  deditus  erat :  amator 
■infuper  antiquitatis  et  artium.  Literis  quoque  plus 
honoris  attribuit  quam  temporis.  In  moribus  ejus 
nihil  laudandum  magis  fuit,  quam  quod  in  omni 
genere  officiorum  probe  inftitutus  credebatur  et  con- 
gruus  :  filius  Regi  patri  mire  obfequens,  etiarn  regi- 
iiam  multo  cultu  demerebat,  erga  fratrem  indul- 
gens ;  fororem  vero  unice  amabat,  quam  etiam 
(quantum  potuit  virilis  forma  ad  eximiam  virgina- 
lem  pulchritudinem  coUata)  referebat.  Etiam  m^- 
giftri  et  educatores  pueritias  ejus  (quod  raro  fieri 
folet)  magna  in  gratia  apud  eum  manferant.  Ser- 
mone  vero  obiequii  idem  exadtor  et  memor.  De- 
nique  in  quotidiano  vitas  genere,  tt  aflignatione 
horarum  ad  fingula  vitas  munera,  magis  quam  pro 
astate  conftans  atque  ordinatus.  Affcdus  ei  inerant 
non  nimium  vehementes,  et  potius  aequales  quani 
magni.  Etenim  de  rebus  amatoriis  mirum  in  ilia 
setate  filentium,  ut  prorfus  lubicrum  illud  ado- 
icfcenti^  fuas  tempus  in  tanta  fortuna,  et  valetudine 
fatis  profpera,  abfque  aliqua  infigni  nota  amorum 
tranfigeret.  Nemo  reperiebatur  in  aula  ejus  apud 
earn  praspotens,  aut  in  animo  ejus  validus  :  quin  et 
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ftudla  ipfa,  quibus  capiebatur  maxime,  potius  tem- 
pora  patiebantur  quam  cxceflus,  ct  magis  repetita 
erant  per  vices,  quam  quod  exraret  aliquod  unum, 
quod  reliqua  luperaret  ct  compefceret,  fiv^e  ea  mode- 
ratio  fuit,  five  in  natura  non  admodum  prscoci,  fed 
lentc  maturefcente,  non  cernebantur  adhuc  quse 
prsvalitura  erant.  Ingenio  certe  poUebat,  eraique 
et  curiofus  fatis  et  capax,  fed  fermone  tardior  et 
tanquam  impeditus  :  tamen  fi  quis  diligenter  ob- 
fervaverat  ea,  quas  ab  eo  proferebantur,  five  quas- 
ftionis  vim  obtinebant,  five  fententi  e,  ad  rem  om- 
nino  erant,  et  captum  non  vulgarem  arguebant;  utin 
ilia  loquendi  tarditate  et  raritate  judicium  ejus  magis 
fufpenfum  videretur  et  anxium,  quam  infirmum  aut 
hebes.  Interim  audiendi  miris  modis  patiens,  etiam 
in  negotiis,  quae  in  longitudinem  porrigebantur ; 
idque  cum  attentione  et  fine  t^dio,  ut  raro  animo 
peregrinaretur  aut  fefsa  mente  aliquid  agerer,  fed 
ad  ea,  quas  dicebantur  aut  agebantur,  animum  ad- 
verteret  atque  applicaret;  quod  magnam  ei  (fi  vita 
fuppetiiflet)  prudentiam  fpondebat.  Certe  in  illius 
principis  natura  plurima  erant  obfcura,  neque  judicio 
cujufpiam  patefacienda,  fed  tempore,  quod  ei  prse- 
reptum  eft.  Attamen  quae  apparebant,  optima  erant, 
quod  famas  fatis  eft.  Mortuus  eft  ai:tatis  fus  anno 
decimo  none  ex  febri  contumaci,  qu^  ubique  a 
mao-nis  et  infulanis  fere  infolitis  ficciratibus  ac  fer- 
voribus  orta  per  seftatem  populariter  grafiabatur, 
fed  raro  funere ;  dein  fub  autumnum  erat  facia 
lethalior.  Addidit  fama  atrocior  (ut  ille  {b)  ait)  erga 
dominantium  exitus  fufpicionem  veneni.  Sed  cum 
nulla  ejus  rei  extarent  indicia,  prasfertim  in  ventri- 
culo,  quod  pr^cipue  a  veneno  pati  folet,  is  fermo 
cito  evanuit, 

[h]  Tacit.  Annal.  1.  \\\  ii. 
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^he  follomng  'Tranfiation  is  an  attempt^  for  the  fake 
of  the  Englijh  Reader^  to  give  the  fenfe  of  the 
original  with  out  fret  ending  to  reach  the  force  and 
concifenefs  of  expreffion  peculiar  to  the  great  JVriter 
as  well  as  to  the  Roman  Language. 

HENRY  Prince  of  Wales,  eldcft  fon  of  the 
King  of  Great- Britain,  happy  in  the  hopes 
conceived  of  him,  and  now  happy  in  his  memory, 
died  an  the  6th  of  Nov.  1612,  to  the  extreme  con- 
cern and  regret  of  the  whole  kingdom,  being  a 
youth,  who  had  neither  offended  nor  fatiated  the 
minds  of  men.  He  had  by  the  excellence  of  his 
difpofition  excited  high  expedlations  among  great 
numbers  of  all  ranks-,  nor  had  through  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  his  life  diiappointed  them.  One  capital 
circumftancc  added  to  thefe  was  the  efteem,  in 
which  he  v/as  commonly  held,  of  being  firm  to  the 
caufe  of  religion  :  and  men  of  the  beft  judgment 
were  fully  perfuaded,  that  his  life  was  a  great  fup- 
port  and  fecurity  to  his  father  from  the  danger  of 
confpiracies  •,  an  evil,  againft  which  our  age  has 
fcarce  found  a  remedy  •,  lb  that  the  people's  love  of 
religion  and  the  King  overflowed  to  the  prince; 
and  this  confideration  defervedly  heightened  the 
fenfe  of  the  lofs  of  him.  His  peribn  was  ilrong  and 
ered  •,  his  ilature  of  a  middle  fize  ;  his  limbs  well 
made;  his  gait  and  deportment  majeftic-,  his  face  long 
and  inclining  to  leannefs  -,  his  habit  of  body  full  •,  hrs 
look  grave,  and  the  motion  of  his  eyes  rather  compofed 
than  fpirited.  In  his  countenance  were  fome  marks 
of  feverity,  and  in  his  air  fome  appearance  of  haughti- 
nefs.  But  whoever  looked  beyond  thefe  outward 
circumftances,  and  addreffed  and  foftened  him  with  a 
due  refped-  and  feafonable  difcourfe,  found  the  prince 
to  be  gracious  and  eafy;,  fo  that  he  feemiCd  wholly 
different  in  converiation  from  what  he  was  in  appear- 
3  ance. 
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ance,  and  in  tad  raifecl  in  others  an  opinion  of  him- 
felt  very  unlike  what  his  manner  would  at  firlt  have 
fuggelied.  He  was  unquellionably  arrbitious  of  com- 
Inendation  and  glory,  and  was  (Irongly  atfe6led  by 
every  appearance  of  what  is  good  ana  honourable  ; 
which  in  a  young  man  is  to  be  confidered  as  virtue. 
Arms  and  military  men  were  highly  valued  by  him  ; 
and  he  breathed  himfelf  fomething  warlike.  He  was 
much  devoted  to  the  magnificence  of  buildings  and 
works  of  all  kinds,  though  in  other  reJpeCls  rather 
frugal ;  and  was  a  lover  both  of  antiquity  and  arts. 
He  (hewed  his  eileem  of  learning  in  general  more 
by  the  countenance,  which  he  gave  to  it,  than  by  the 
time,  which  he  fpent  in  it.  His  condu6t  in  refpe6b 
of  morals  did  him  the  utmoft  honour  ;  for  he  was 
thought  exadl  in  the  knowledge  and  praftice  of 
every  duty.  His  obedience  to  the  King  his  father 
was  wonderfully  ftridl  and  exemplary  :  towards  the 
Queen  he  behaved  with  the  higheft  reverence  :  to 
his  brother  he  was  indulgent ;  and  had  an  intire  af- 
fedion  for  his  filler,  whom  he  refembled  in  perfon 
as  much  as  that  of  a  young  m.an  could  the  beauty  of 
.  a  virgin.'  The  inftructors  of  his  younger  years  (which 
rarely  happenr.)  continued  high  in  his  favour.  la 
converfation  he  both  expedted  a  proper  decorum, 
jind  pradlifed  it.  In  the  daily  bufmefs  of  life,  and 
the  allotment  of  hours  for  the  feveral  offices  of  it^ 
he  was  more  conllant  and  regular  than  is  ufual  at 
his  age.  His  affedlions  and  pafTions  w^cre  not  ftrong^ 
but  rather  equal  than  warm.  With  regard  to  that 
of  love,  there  was  a  wonderful  filence,  confidering 
his  age,  fb  that  he  pafled  that  dangerous  time  of 
his  youth  in  the  higheft  fortune,  and  in  a  vigorous 
ftate  of  heallSi,  without  any  rem.arkabie  imputation 
of  gallantry.  Tn  his  court  no  perfon  was  obferved 
to  have  any  afcendant  over  him,  or  ftrong  intereft 
with  him :  and  even  the  ftudies,  with  which  he  was 
moft  delighted,   had  rather  proper  times  affigned 

them. 
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them,  than  were  indulged  to  excefs,  and  were  ra- 
ther repeated  in  their  turns,  than  that  any  one  kind 
of  them  had  the  preference  of,  and  controlled  the 
reft  ;  whether  this  arofe  from  the  moderation  of  hi3 
temper,  and  that  in  a  genius  not  very  forward,  but 
ripening  by  flow  degrees,  it  did  not  yet  appear  what 
would  be  rhe  prevaihng  objeA  of  his  inclination.  He 
had  certainly  ftrong  parts,  and  was  endued  with  both 
curiofity  and  capacity  -,  but  in  ipeech  he  was  flow, 
and  in  fome  meafure  hefitating.  But  whoever  dili- 
gently obferved  what  fell  from  him  either  by  way 
of  queftion  or  remark,  faw  it  to  be  full  to  the  purpofe, 
and  exprefllve  of  no  common  genius.  So  that  under 
that  flownefs  and  infrequency  of  difcourfe,  his  judg- 
ment had  more  the  appearance  of  fufpence  and  fo- 
licitude  to  derermine  rightly,  than  of  weakncfs  and 
want  of  apprehenfion.  In  the  mean  time  he  was 
wonderfully  patient  in  hearing,  even  in  bufinefs  of 
the  greateftlenfTth;  and  this  with  unwearied  atten- 
tion, fo  that  his  mind  feldom  wandered  from  the 
fubjed,  or  leemed  fatigued,  but  he  applied  himfelf 
wholly  to  what  was  faid  or  done  :  which  (if  his  life 
had  been  lengthened)  promiied  a  very  fuperior  de- 
gree of  knowledge.  There  were  indeed  in  the 
prince  fome  things  obfcure,  and  not  to  be  difcover- 
ed  by  the  fagacity  of  any  peribn,  but  by  time  only, 
which  was  denied  him  •,  but  what  appeared  were 
excellent,  which  is  fufficient  for  his  fame. 

He  died  in  the  19th  year  of  his  age,  of  an  obfti- 
nate  fever,  which  during  the  fummer,  through  the 
excelTive  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  feafon,  unufual 
to  iflands,  had  been  epidemical,  though  not  fatal, 
but  in  autumn  became  more  mortal.  Fame,  which, 
as  Tacitus  fays,  is  more  tragical  with  refpe6t  to 
the  deaths  of  princes,  added  a  fufpicion  of  poifon : 
but  as  no  figns  of  this  appeared,  efpecially  in  his 
ftomach,  which  ufes  to  be  chiefly  afifeded  by  poifon, 
this  report  foon  vaniftied. 

^     2  "To 
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To  the  Reverend  University  ^/OXFORD  (^). 


AMONGST  the  gratulations  I  have  received, 
none  are  more  welcome  and  agreeable  to  me 
than  your  letters,  wherein  the  lefs  I  acknowledge  of 
thofe  attributes  you  give  me,  the  more  I  muft  ac- 
knowledge of  your  affedion,  which  bindeth  me  no 
lefs  to  you,  that  are  profefTors  of  learning,  than 
mine  own  dedication  doth  to  learning  itfelf.  And 
therefore  you  have  no  need  to  doubt,  but  I  will  emu- 
late (as  much  as  in  me  is)  towards  you  the  merits 
of  him  that  is  gone,  by  how  much  the  more  I  take 
mylelf  to  have  more  propriety  in  the  principal  mo- 
rive  thereof  And  for  the  equality  you  write  of,  I 
(hall  by  the  grace  of  God  (far  as  may  concern  me) 
hold  the  balance  as  equally  between  the  two  Uni- 
vcrfities,  as  I  (hall  hold  the  balance  Oi  richer  juflice 
between  party  and  party.  And  yet  in  both  cafes! 
muft  meet  with  fome  inclinations  of  affedion,  which 
neverthelefs  (hall  not  carry  me  afide.  And  fo  I 
commend  you  to  God's  goodnefs. 

Your  moft  loving 

Gorhamhury^  And  alTured  friend, 

yfpril  12,   1617. 

.    F  R.  Bacon. 


{a)  This  and  the  following  letter  are  from  the  collections 
of  the  late  Robert  Stephens,  Efq;  hiftoriographer  royal,  and 
John  Locker,  Efqj  deceafed,  now  in  poflefTion  of  the  edi- 
tor. 

To 


t5  An    A  P  P  E  N  D  1  X,    fe?6       . 

1*0  the  Lord  Keeper  Bacon. 

My  Lord; 

IF  your  man  had  been  addreffed  only  to  me,  Ifliould 
have  oeen  careful  to  have  procured  him  a  more 
fpeedy  difpatch  i  but  now  you  have  found  anothef 
way  of  addrefs,  I  am  excufed  r  and  fince  you  are 
grown  weary  of  employing  me,  I  can  be  no  otherwifc 
in  being  employed.  In  this  bufinefs  of  my*  bro- 
ther's, that  you  overtrouble  yourfelf  with,  I  under- 
ftand  from  London  by  fome  of  my  friends,  that  you 
have  carried  yourfelf  with  much  fcorn  and  negled 
both  toward  myfelf  and  friends  ;  which,  if  it  prove 
true,  I  blame  not  you,  but  myfelf,  who  was  ever 

Your  Lordlhip's  aflured  friend, 

[July  1617.]  G,    BVCKINCHAM. 


\<^v 


